

% 




■- -.v, 

•5 - •• • 





i rmiside 
lo ns pit 



MOTORING 

The killing season 
on Britain’s roads 


; Leading ajrticte.pl 3 



SOVEREIGNTY 

Archbishop on the 
crown at Christmas 

John Habgood, page 12 


.. 

y ■£' r ’ 


TIMES PAST 

When shopping 
was women’s work 

Leading article, page 13 


MEDIA . 
ON 

WEDNESDAY 
Page 2 7 





TIMES 


No. 64,523 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 23 1992 


U S threat to use cruise 
missiles against S erbs 


; i)RlNl® 
[!.E 

■ • '■flip- 
's i .Uit* 






By Nicholas Wood 
and Our Foreign Staff 

AMERICA is prepared to 
launch cruise missile attacks 
on Serbian airfields to enforce 
the air exclusion zone over 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, the Pen- 
tagon disclosed yesterday as 
the Western allies put the 
finishing touches to a draft 
UN resolution aimed at curb- 
ing Serb aggression in the 
former Yugoslav republic. 

The draft authorising mili- 
tary action could be ready 
today, and John Major told 
troops during a surprise visit 
to Bosnia yesterday that it 
would be put to the security 
council within days. “What is 
happening across Bosnia is 
not acceptable." he said. “We 
all know of the atrocities that 
are being committed and I 
think it has to be made dear 
that those aren’t acceptable" 

The prime minister hard- 
ened his stance against the 
Serbs as central European 
foreign ministers urged Presi- 
dent Bush Co take forceful 
* action within a month or 
Sarajevo could foil The Pentar- 


President Bush is to spend 
New Year visiting US troops 
in Somalia. The White House 
said yesterday he wifl stay 
overnight on December 3 1 to 
show “US concern for the 
people of Somalia, our com- 
mitment to humanitarian as- 
sistance and our support for 
American and UN forces’*. 

Troops advance, page 8 


gon is already refining plans 
for fighters and bombas to 
mount air patrols over Bosnia 
and for cruise missiles to be 
fired on Serbian runways if 
the Serbs continue to violate 
the “no-fly" zone. 

Britain and France are re- 
luctant, however, to allow al- 
lied pilots to shoot down Serb 
planes or to bomb airfields, 
and Germany is also taking a 
more cautious approach. Its 
diplomats asked Nato to delay 
sending the UN details of the 
alliance's plans while they 
checked how the strategy 
would be received in 
Germany, whose constitution 
forbids foe deployment of its 
forces outside foe Nato area. 

Lord Owen, co-chairman of 
the Geneva peace talks on 
Yugoslavia, also advised cau- 
tion, telling NBC television: 
“Pass the resolution this week 
by afl means, but hesitate long 
and hard before you enforce, 
because it would gravely dam- 
age the whole humanitarian 
effort this winter.” 

During his day-long visit to 
the 2.400-strong British con- 
tingent in Bosnia yesterday, 
Mr Major emphasised the 
importance of foe aid effort 
and promised that the troops' 
safety would be uppermost in 
his mind. He said ne had gone 
to the battlefield to see the 
terrain and talk to command- 
ers “so that I am in a far better 
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Christinas visit John Major with Field Marshal Sir Richard Vincent, chief of foe defence staff in the Croatian town of Split yesterday 


position to make judgments 
than before", but he made 
dear that tough action was 
almost inevitable when he 
said: “There is a security 
council resolution applying a 
‘no-fly’ zone. J don’t think we 
can allow that to be flouted." 

Sir David Hannay, foe Brit- 
ish ambassador to the UN was 
last night involved in urgent 
talks in New York about the 
mechanics of enforcing the 
flights ban. The Foreign Of- 
fice said Britain was seeking 
“maximum flexibility” while 
trying to restrain American 
hawks. Under foe terms of foe 
draft being negotiated last 
night, foe allies would be 
authorised to take “all neces- 
sary means" to enforce the 
ban. They would, however, 
have to dear action such as 
shooting down Serbian planes 
or bombing their airfields with 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali. 

“We want to give them a 
free hand to do what they haw 
to do. but not so free they can 
bomb foe hen out of the Serbs 
without consulting foe secre- 
tary-general," a Foreign Office 
official said- The resolution 
would also specify foe date 
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from which the flight ban 
would be enforced, although 
foe length of the deadline was 

still undecided. 

Michael Meacher, the shad- 
ow overseas development min- 
ister. called last night for a 
short deadline, daiming that 
the Serbs had had enough 
warning. He also said it was 
time seriously to consider air 
strikes against Serb artillery. 
Mr Meacher condemned Mr 
Major’s visit to the front-line 
as a deplorable photo- 
Opportunity. 

The prime minister, wear- 


90 minute ffloW on Sob King 
tisBcopterto Redoubt mountai 
outpost on Bosnian bonlor 


UN atmoured convoy to 
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ing a flak jacket under his wax 
jacket, had travelled by heli- 
copter and Range Rover 
across mountains to reach the 
redoubt a forward post about 
50 mites from the Croatian 
border. He handed out pop 
music cassettes to the troops 
and told them; “There will be 
a lot more people who will see 
a lot more Christmases 
because you are sacrificing 
your Christmas here.” 

Rape as a weapon, page 6 
Simon Jenkins, page 12 
Letters, page 13 


Princess misses Christmas 
morning with her children 


THE Princess of Wales will 
not be joining foe royal family 
at Sandringham for the sear 
sonal celebrations and -wfll 
spend Christmas day morning 
without Prince William, ten, 
and Prince Hany. right- The 
princess is expected to stay 
with Eari Spencer, her broth- 
er. and his family at Alfooip 
House in Northamptonshire 

It had been thought that foe 
princess would spend Christ- 
mas with her children, despite 
foe announcement of her mar- 
riage separation. Bui yester- 
day's developments show the 
importance attached by foe 
rpyal family to the status of foe 
second and thud in line to foe 
throne. 

The princes are to dmde 
their time over the holiday 


By Azan Hamilton 

break between their parents, 
though royal sources are leav- 
ing foe arrangements vague 
in an attempt to protect their 
privacy. The princess has con- 
stantly emphasised in her 
public comments the impor- 
tance of maintaining the clos- 
est links with her children. 
The wrench is Kkriy to prove 
painful for the princess, who is 
known to treasure every 
minute of her time with her 
sons. 

Royal sources confirmed 
that foe princess had been, 
and would continue to be. 
invited to family occasions at 
Sandringham and Balmoral 
It is understood however, that 
in view of the rircumstanoes 
she decided h would be better 
to stay away from Sandring- 


ham this Christmas. The 
Duchess of York, who separat- 
ed from the duke this summer, 
will spend Christmas at Wood 
Farm, on foe Sandringham 
estate, with Princesses Bea- 
trice. four,' and Eugenie, two. 
It is thought unlikely that they 
will attend foe traditional 
(fourth service and Christmas 
lunch at Sandringham, at 


spend time with his family. 
The Queen also fa known to 
want to see her 
granddaughters. 

The royal party at Sandring- 
ham wifi include foe Queen, 
who arrived on Sunday and 
reoorded her Christmas mess- 
age to the Commonwealth, 
the Duke of Edinburgh, the 

Continued on page 2. col 4 


Nervous 

Yeltsin 

cancels 

summit 

From Anne McElvoy 
IN MOSCOW 

AMID uncertainty over foe 
future of his economic re- 
forms, President Yeltsin yes- 
terday withdrew from the 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States summit scheduled 
for Minsk on Christmas day. 
The gathering of leaders of 
ten former Soviet republics, 
called to discuss a charter an 
closer ties, has been post- 
poned until next month. 

Mr Yeltsin, who cut short 
his visit to China at the 
weekend, gave the official 
reason for ms withdrawal as a 
mild cold, but he appears 
keen not to leave the Moscow 
area while there are doubts 
about foe direction of the new 
government expected to be 
appointed today, with his 
approval by Viktor Cherno- 
myrdin. the prime minister . 

The cabinet announcement 
was due yesterday but was 
delayed, apparently by a last- 
minute wrangle over the posts 
and responsibilities of radical 
ministers. Pyotr Aven, the 
foreign trade minister respon- 
sible for rescheduling foe 
former Soviet debt, resigned 
in a terse one-tine message 
giving no reason. He fa 
thought to have been sacri- 
ficed by Mr Yeftsm in return 
for other young liberals re- 
maining m place. 

Two other key reformist 
ministers. Anatoli Chubais, 
who is respousibe for privati- 
sation. and Aleksandr Shok- 
hin. a deputy prime minister, 
both of whom are members of 
the “inner core” who 
launched foe economic re- 
form programme under Yegor 
Gaidar, Mr Chernomyrdin's 
more radical predecessor, re- 
treated with Mr Yeltsin to his 
country residence. j 


Holiday 
air crash 
kills 158 
in Libya 

By Mike Tkeooouujv 

BRITISH workers heading 
home for Christmas are feared 
to have been among the 158 
people kilted when a Libyan 
Boeing 727 crashed on an 
internal flight from Benghazi 
to Tripoli yesterday. Libya said 
there were no survivors. 

A Libyan Arab Airlines offi- 
cial said repons were being 
investigated that the jet collid- 
ed in mid-air with a Libyan 
military aircraft whose crew 
parachuted to safety. 

Libya’s official news agency, 
Jana, did not identify foe 
“several nationalities" on 
board, but large numbers of 
Britons, Italians, Germans 
and Americans work in the 
Libyan col industry. 

“The flight would have con- 
nected handily with the hydro- 
foil from Tripoli to Malta, 
bringing people out for the 
Christmas holidays,” foe For- 
eign Office said. “It fa possible 
there were Britons on foe 
flight, though we have no 
confirmatioiL” 

Jana’s report said the 
Boeing 727 crashed at 
10.07 am local time. An air- 
line official said it came down 
35 mfles south-east of Tripoli 
Libya has had only internal 
flights since April when foe 
United Nations imposed sanc- 
tions after Tripoli’s refusal to 
hand over two men suspected 
of Wowing up Pan Am Sight 
103 over Lockerbie four years 
ago. Monday was the anniver- 
sary of that bombing, in which 
270 people, died. Adding to 1 
the coincidence, the Libyan 
flight number was 1103. 

The 3,600 Britons still in 
Libya have been advised not to 
use internal flights because of 
safety fears. Last month Libya 
said its aircraft were danger- 
ously short of spares. 
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Garel-Jones 
shocks MPs 
with decision 
to resign 

By Peter Riddell, political editor 


TRISTAN Garel-Jones, For- 
eign Office minister of state 
and one of the prime minis- 
ter’s strongest allies, will 
resign from foe government 
next year after he has com- 
pleted handling the Maas- 
tricht bill In the Commons. 

Friends and senior minis- 
ters said last night that his 
derision was entirely person- 
al and did not reflect any 
differences over policy. His 
move to tire baric benches 
wifl. however, remove one of 
Mr Major's closest friends 
and shrewdest advisers. He 
has been a controversial 
figure with Tory Euro- 
sceptics because of his vocal 
advocacy of the treaty. 

The news stunned MPs. 
George Robertson, his Lab- 
our shadow on European 
affairs, described it as deeply 
puzzling- He said: “It will 
inevitably be seen asavictory 
by the Thatcherite Euro- 
sceptics. Tristan Garel-Jones 
is a master of the political 
undergrowth, but an unlike- 
ly victim of the heat A 
minister with one foot on foe 
baric benches fa hardly foe 
best pilot for the Maastricht 
bill through its five-month 
committee stage." William 
Cash, a leading Euro-scep- 
tic. said it was difficult to see 
an important bffl being hare 
died by someone who fa 
going to the back benches. 

Mr GaieKJones, who is 
5 1 . told The Times yesterday 
he had “never regarded poli- 
tics as the central part of my 
life. I have never been a long 
distance runner in politics”. 
He wanted to pursue person- 
al interests, such as small 
family businesses in Spain, 
and his coflection of modem 
Spanish paintings. 

In an exchange of letters 
with foe prune minister, he 


recalled that he had asked 
Mr Major in summer last 
year “if, after the general 
election, I might be allowed 
to return to the back bench- 
es”. He was asked to contin- 
ue to see through the British 
EC presidency and the 
Maastricht bill. 

He said it was certainly his 
wish to see the bill through, 
but Mr Major had known 
for some time “that I hanker 
after a change”. Mr Major 
said he fully understood his 
reasons for wanting to step 
down “at a convenient mo- 
ment it fa characteristic of 
you to wish to see through 


Brittan takes on 
EC trade talks 

SIR Leon Brittan. Britain’s 
senior European Commis- 
sioner. takes over trade in a 
reshuffle by Jacques Defers, 
the EC president Foreign 
affairs wifi be split between 
Sir Leon and Hans van (fen 

Broek Page 9 

- leading article, page 13 


the legislation you have been 
working on and it fa what 
your colleagues would have 
expected of you”. 

Mr Garel Jones’s timing fa 
a surprise, but yesterday he 
said he was fed up with 
keeping tire secret and want- 
ed to clarify foe position. 

His departure will trigger 
a ministerial reshuffle in 
midsummer or .early au- 
tumn. His announcement 
follows confirmation yester- 
day that Mr Major is not 
planning an early reshuffle. 
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Refusal to resume production at ten mines ‘is dose to contempt of court’ 


Heseltine defiance on closures angers unions 


By Jill Sherman 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 


THE government and British 
Coal were heading for a 
further dash with miners last 
night as unions condemned 
Michael Hesel tine’s an- 
nouncement that coal produc- 
tion would not resume at the 
ten doomed pits despite Mon- 
day's High Court decision that 
the decision to dose all 3 1 pits 

was unlawful. 

The president of the board 
of trade, who faced renewed 
calls for his resignation, was 
also warned by a senior Tory 
backbencher that this time he 
must make the right decision 
otherwise the government 
“would be in very serious 
trouble". 


Marie Stephens, solicitor for 
the National Union of 
Mineworkers, immediately 
accused Mr Heseltine of being 
“dose to contempt of court”. 
Unions are now taking sepa- 
rate legal action in Notting- 
ham over British Coal's 
decision to pay non-working 
miners only basic pay while 
the future of their pits is 
deckled 

Sir Rhodes Btiyson, Tory 
MP for Brent North told 
BBC’s evening news that it 
was imperative that the gov- 
ernment” gets it right this 
time". Mr Heseltine had to be 
fair to the miners, the country 
and the coal industry. “If the 
government doesn't do this it 
win be in very serious trouble 


in six weeks time.' 


One hundred arid fifty min- 
ers turned up for work at- 
SflverhiH colliery in Notting- 
ham, which is earmarked for 
closure but British Coal re- 
fused to let them into the pit, 
sending them home with a 
bottle of whisky and a Christ- 
mas bonus. All miners will 
stop work today for the Christ- 
' mas break, unsure whether 
their jobs are still under threat 
Mr Heseltine is still hoping' 
that the government’s white 
paper on the future of die coal 
industry will be presented by 
the first week of February. 
British CoaT said last night 
that it would alter its consult- 
ation procedure to ensure 
there was an independent 
element. Lord . Justice 
GlideweD ordered that no 


final decision be taken on 
dosing the ten collieries until 
thS unions and British Coal 
had agreed a review procedure - 
for each pit, including inde- 
pendent scrutiny. 

The company, which is still 
accepting miners' applications 
for voluntary redundancy, 
would also be looking at what 
Mr Heseltine has said about 
- B^yds, the consultants. British 
Coal is unsure if the company, 
which is already assisting the 
government in its review of the 
21 pits, would be seen as 
sufficiently “independent" for 
the unions. 

British Coal also had doubts 
last night about whether the - 
consultation procedure could 
be completed by the January 
29 deadline. 


Bert.Sage, branth secretary 
of the Union of Democratic 
Mineworioars said.-**We won 
in the High court but this 
morning we are not allowed to 
work the cbaL It is a bit of a 
holloty victory." 

Mr 'Heseltine earlier an- 
nounced that mining - would 
not restart at the ten pits and 
this was not necessary under 
Monday's judgment British 
Coal last night agreed the 
same fine. "It is dear that 
there is no requirement to 
resume coal production (at the 
ten pits}, nor is there a market 
for the output" said a spokes- 
man. Production has stopped 
at all of the threatened pits, 
except Betwys colliery in South 
Wales, which is expected to be 
mined till the middle of next 


month. Arthur SeargiU, 
NUM president said it ap- 
peared that Mr Heseltine 
would not accept the -court 
judgement“If he has any 
integrity he will resign.” 

Eariier Labour pr^ented 14 
sackloads of petitions to 10 
Downing Street demanding 
that the original plan to dose 
3 1 pits and axe 30,000 jobs be 
reversed; 

□ Michael Hesdtine’s deci- 
sion as environment secretary 
to . dose down the London 
Borough of Haringey's refuse 
collection service was over- 
turned by the High -Court 
yesterday. Judges ruled the 
closure, due to take effect in 
the new year, was legally 
flawed and must be reconsid- 
ered. 


Private coal 


ROOM KAYES 


companies 
bid for pits 
on hit list 


ByRossTieman 

INDUSTRIAL 

CORRESPONDENT 


FIVE of the ten pits ear- 
marked for early dosure by 
British Coal in October could 
be saved, according to inde- 
pendent experts. 

Private mining companies 
have applied to take over two 
of the pits, while an indepen- 
dent study suggests that two 
South Yorkshire collieries 
could become profitable. Ex- 
perts also say that Trentham, 
Britain's biggest mine, has 
large reserves and offers scope 
for efficiency improvements. 

The growing evidence that 
some of die pits have been 
unreasonably condemned will 
add to the pressure on Mich- 
ael Heseltine, president of the 
board of trade. 

The Department of Trade 
and Industry was yesterday 
seeking support from trade 
union leaders and other inter- 
ested groups for the appoint- 
ment of John T Boyd, an 
American mining consultan- 
cy, to conduct a study of the 
pits* prospects. Boyd would 
also ensure that British Coal 
keeps its promise to maintain 
the fabric of the mines so they 
could be reopened. 

Union leaders say the condi- 
tion of some of the mines has 
already deteriorated because 
of subsidence and roof falls, 
and to at work needs to be 
quickly resumed at the nine 
pits already shut if the option 
of reopening is to be main- 
tained. British Coal has taken 
mining equipment from some 
for use elsewhere, adding to 
die difficulty and cost of re- 
suming operations. 

There may be objections to 
Boyd conducting an assess- 
ment on the grounds that the 
firm might have prejudged 
the issue. Last year, it was 
hired by the industry depart- 
ment to evaluate the prospects 
of 28 pits, including five of the 
ten earmarked for early 
dosure. 

A Bqyd official, Ronald 
Lewis, was questioned about 
the findings by the Commons' 
trade and industry select com- 
mittee last month. He told the 



Support in the bag Labour MPs Dennis Skinner, Robin Cook and Glenda Jackson deliver a petition against the pitdosuresto Downing Street 


committee that some of the ten 
pits had prospects for im- 
proved productivity, but he 
was not convinced they could 
be made viable in the longer 
term. 

The five pits in the first wave 
of dosuies examined by Boyd 
indude Betws at Ammanford, 
Dyfed. It isthe only one of the 
ten still working and now 
appears almost certain to sur- 
vive. Ryan International, a 
private mining group based in . 
South Wales, has applied to 
British Coal to take it over. 

Malcolm Edwards, former 
commercial director of British 
Coal has applied to take over 
and reopen Markham Main 
colliery near Doncaster. South 
Yorkshire. Mr Edwards is 
confident that he and his 
Australian backers can oper- 
ate Markham profitably, pro- 
ducing 600,000 tonnes of coal 
a year to sell to domestic and 
industrial markets in place of 
Polish imports. 

Independent experts sug- 
gest the potential viability of ' 
three other pits on the dosure 
list merits careful assessment 
Like Markham, the Grimes 
thorpe and Houghton Main 


collieries produce high-quality 
coal Half their- production 
the p 


goes not into the power- 
generation market, where 
British Coal faces stiff rivalry 
from gas, but to industrial 
customers. 

According to a study by 
Sheffield Business School for 
Barnsley Council Grime- 
thorpe could make a profit 
immediately if kept in produc- 
tion. 


Houghton 
Main, the re- 
port . said, 
would take 
four years to 
break even 
and could be 
profitable in 
seven. The re- 
port condud- 


low sulphur content Produc- 
tivity could be improved, say 
critics of British Coal But the 
colliery's - biggest problem . is 
that much of its. coal goes to 
the Fiddler's Ferry power sta- 
tion in Cheshire, which can 
easily be supplied with cheap 
imported coal from America - 
or Australia. 

The remaining mines. Vane 
Tempest ’in -the North-East 
Cotgrave and 


‘If retained flie 
pits would 
produce a net 
profit of £48m 
over ten years* 


ed that the cost to the taxpayer 
of dosing the pits would 
amount to £330 million over 
the next ten years. If retained, 
they would produce a net 
profit of E48 million. 

Trentham in Staffordshire, 
where 1 ,544 miners produced 
2.3 million tonnes of coal last 
year, has vast reserves of coal 
that should command a good 
price because of its relatively 


Silverhill m 
Nottingham- 
shire, and • 
Taff Merthyr ' 
in Wales, 
appear to 
have fewer 
prospects of a 
long-term 
future be- 
high costs. 


cause of their 
geological problems or poor 
profitability. Ar the hean of the 
problem lies the question of 
the future size of the market 
Privatisation of the electric- 
ity industry some two years 
ago was accompanied by a 
series of moves designed to 
maximise returns to the Trea- 
sury and allow a gradual build 
up of competition. 


Coal’s market is shrinking 
fast Unwanted coal is piling 
up at -pitheads .and power, 
stations at the rate of a million 
tonnes a month. At the last - ' 
count. Britain’s coal mountain 
was 46 million tonnes. 

The protected nudear in- 
dustry has the right to sell all 
the power it can produce. By 
improving efficiency, it has 
lifted its share of the market, 
front 1 7 per cent to 20 per 
cent/. 

Also, the subsea power 
cable to France, concaved as a 
two-way device to help each 
country to cope with demand 
peaks, has turned into a one- 
way conduit for surplus 
French nudear power. 

And in an effort to cut costs, 
the two big power generators 
have begun experimenting 
with Or&nulsion, a cheap 
mixture of bitumen and water, 
which could make their over- 
expensive oil-burning plants 
competitive. 

Enlarging the market for 
British Coal is a matter of 
redressing market distortions. 
The first measure is internal’ a 


drive to cut production costs 
t of imports, sc 


the company- -can compete 
effectivelyofi prise withnrifive' 
years.. * ’■ '* ■ 

• ButBritish, Coat , also needs 
help. The government could: 

□ resist proposals to extend 
tiie lives of Britain's ageing 
Magnox nudear plants, add- 
ing fire mflliQh tonnes a year 
to theCoaT market; 

□ ensme pnly economic gas 
stations can operate, adding 

□ block the oneway French- 

connection, adding six mflliori 
tonnes; . . • • . s m 

□ limit use of Orimuhaon, 
adding three million tonnes: - 

□ and support the mainte- 
nance of strategic coal stocks to 
ensure they are reduced only 
slowly. 

In evidence to the industry 
department enquiry, the gov- 
ernment has also been urged 
to halt construction of the 
Sizewefl B nudear plant. 

Some combination of these 
measures is likely to be recom- 
mended by die select commit- 
tee and adopted by the 
government in its white paper 
on energy markets, expected 
in early February. 


below those of imports, so that 


Mining review, page 20 


Police made £2,000 claim for 


keeping man in cell for day 


By Michael Dynes, Whitehall correspondent 


POLICE forces charged the 
Home Office £30 in one case 
and £2,008 in another for 
keeping one man in tire cells 
for a day, the government’s 
spending watchdog has 
found. 

.Seven police officers could 
have been deployed for the 
£2,008 Dyfed-Powys levied. 
The same sum could have 
bought three nights in a suite 
at the Ritz. 

Although one of the highest 
individual claims submitted 
to the Home Office, it is by no 
means isolated. West York- 
shire police, for example, 
charged the Home Office 
£1 ,803 a day for each of the 30 
prisoners it held between 
June and August 1991. whfle 
Lancashire charged £1,176 a 
day for each of the 25 prison- 
ers held in October that year. 
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A report (December 16) con- 
cerning the Bishop of Glouces- 
ter, the Right Rev Peter Ball, 
incorrectly quoted Brother 
Kenneth, prior of the Com- 
munity of the Glorious Ascen- 
sion. as saying members of 
that order are called to be 
chaste. In fad Brother 
Kenneth said that Christians 
are called to be chaste; chastity 
is required of all members of 
the order by virtue of a vow of 
celibacy. 


By contrast the 633 prison- 
os held by Sumy in June the 
same year cost just £30 each a 
day. It is not surprising then 
that questions have been 
asked this week by the Nat- 
ional Audit Office, about the 
varying charges made by 
police authorities for holding 
prisoners unto they can be 
found places in prison. 

Sir John Bourn, the head of 
the audit office, has refused to 
give the Home Office ac- 
counts a dean bill of health 
because almost one third of 
tire £94 mini on spent keeping 
prisoners in police cells dur- 
ing 1991-2 could not be 
properly accounted for. 

The audit report also criti- 
cised the Home Office for 
failing to demand adequate 
proof that the money had 
been spent, and for not check- 
ing claims sufficiently before 
payment All three issues are 
likely to be high on the 
agenda when the public ac- 
counts committee cross-ex- 
amines Sir Clive Whitmore, 
permanent secretary at the 
Home Office in March- 

High cost police authorities 
insist, however, that they are 
ill-equipped to cope with the 
demands placed on them, and 
that the charges submitted to 
the Home Office accurately 
reflect die costs of holding 
prisoners. 

Dyfed-Powys, for example, 
says that four officers had 
been rostered to oversee the 


arrival of four prisoners. In 
the event only one turned up, 
and the other three officers, 
all of whom were on overtime, 
could- not be stood down at 
the last minute. 

Moreover, rural police 
forces are rarely equipped 
with adequate custodial facili- 
ties and special arrangements 
have to be made. 

Dyfed-Powys police said: 
“In these circumstances, dose 
supervision is a constant re- 
quirement. and we cannot 
permit normal policing levels 
to be compromised.’' Conse- 
quently. extra staff are 
rostered, and the police au- 
thority has no inhibitions 
about passing on the foil cost 

No evidence was produced 
by the National Audit Office 
to indicate that such Harms 
had been inflated. What an- 
gered tire auditors, however, 
was the Home Office's failure 
to question police authority 
expenses more rigorously. 
“Despite wide variations in 
costs charged by different 
police authorities, the Nat- 
ional Audit Office examina- 
tion did not disdose a single 
case where a daira was 
adusted in respect of man- 
power. food, medical or trans- 
port costs,” tiie report said. 
“Even where much higher 
than average costs were chal- 
lenged, the explanations giv- 
en by police forces were 
invariably accepted and tiie 
claim met in foil," it added. 


Christmas 


without 


the princes 


Continued from page 1 
Queen Mother, me Prince of 
Wales, Prince William and 
Prince Harry, the Duke of 
York Prince Edward, the 
Princess Royal, her husband 
Commander Tim Laurence 
and her children Peter and 
Zara, Princess Margaret 
and her children, Viscount 
Linley and Lady Sarah Arm- 
strong- Jones. 

Although the princess was 
understood not to be plan- 
ning to stay at Sandringham 
at anytime, it is possible that 

she will visit the royal home, 
in Norfolk, to pick up the 
princes so that they can 
spend time at Ahhoip, or to 
drop them off. 

The Duchess of York is 
thought not to have received 
a formal invitation to spend 
Christmas at Sandringham 
House. Her separation from 
the duke is on a less formal 
basis than that of the Prince 
and Princess of Wales, and 
she has completely given up 
formal royal engagements 
since tiie summer. 

■ The monarchy has be- 
come unduty focused upon 
the personalities of the royal 
family. John Habgood, the 
Archbishop of York, claims 
in The Times today. The 
Crown should be a constitu- 
tional safeguard against the 
accumulation of excessive 
power elsewhere in the 
realm, he says. Page 12 


Widow, 99, dies after 
attack at rest home 


By Un Jenkins 


A WOMAN aged 99 died in 
hospital yesterday after being 
attacked by an intruder as she 
lay in her bed in a council-run 
home. As police began a 
murder enquiry, the woman's 
daughter appealed to anyone 
with information to come 
forward. 

Sarah Burke, who was two 
weeks away from her 100th 
birthday, died without regain- 
ing consdousness after being 
attacked at The Green resi- 
dential home in Redruih, 
Cornwall on Sunday. She 
was hit in toe face, fracturing 
her jaw and cheekbone. 

Police believe that the in- 
truder was a burglar, although 
nothing was stolen. Initial 
forensic examination suggest- 
ed that the killer left the 
ground-floor room through a 
window. 

. Mrs Burke’s daughter, Do- 
reen Leverton. said: “My 
mother was a very gentle 
person but she was in a terrible 
state when l went to see her in 
hospital. She could not defend 
herself and it will fake a long 
time forme to get over this. 

“You always expect a parent 
to die sometime, but not like 
this. It was a horrendous 
attack on a little old lady in her 
bed and the terrible thing is 
that whoever did itcould strike 
again. 

“We are absolutely devastat- 
ed- Someone has not only 
killed an old lady of almost 
1 00 but they have also killed 


an old lady with the mind of a 
child." 

Mrs Leverton. 63, of Mount 
Hawke, near Redruth, ap- 
pealed for anyone who knew 
the murderer to come for- 
ward. "Someone out there 
must know something. If they 
saw anyone m the area or 
running away from the home, 
or they know someone with 
bloodstained clothing, they 
should tell the police immed- 
iately. The person ulio did this 
must be caught and as soon as 
possible. If you had seen her in 
hospital as I did you would not 
believe how terrible the inju- 
ries were that she suffered." 

Mrs Burke was a former 
mill worker who had been 
living' at the home, run by 
the county council, store 
February, 

Det Chief Supt David 
Hodson, head of Devon and 
Cornwall CID, said: “It could 
have been a burglary that 
went wrong, but it was still a 
vicious attack. Blood was 
spattered all over the room 
and it is likely the person 
responsible will have blood on 
their clothing, so I appeal to 
anyone who has seen another 
person with blood on their 
dothes to come forward. 

“The public response has 
been good so far but l would 
appeal to people to take time 
out from preparing for Christ- 
mas and consider the enormi- 
ty of this crime and help us in 
any way they can." 
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IRA bomb explodes s 


in Underground 


A small IRA bomb 

Underground station m north U>nam 


. of the evening rush hour. Sevan! people w 
.Royal Free Hospital suffering from sh«kbut 
serous injuries . THe^n js one ^of the 


: senous injuries . Hk station js one oim^ - 
.Underground system (Stewart Tendfer writes^ 
Warnings had been received at the Press A 


deepest in -the 


weired a, ^,">3“ 

was given for the bombs and the dswe Tarirriwin 
exoloded at 4 48diil Trains were halted on the Noruiran - 

SK SSriMtallt up as .he areas around the 

stations were sealed off by police. i inHPforoand', 

The bomb is the first direct attack on an Undwg^w. 
station in the present mainland 

been pot on trains and three bombs have been foundmfte 
car parks of north London stations. Las^week. two 
exploded inside and outside the John Lewis department 
store in the West End. 


Soccer arsonists jailed . 


Seven football supporters were jailed 

their rivals' ground when their team lost. The Bnstoi QV- 

supporters se* alight Bristol Rovers^doptedground m toft 
alter watching City lose at West Bromwich im 1990/The 
men. all from Bristol, had either admitted or been convicted 
last month of their parts in the fire. Christopher Green, 
was jailed for nine months for conspiracy to commit arson. 
James Gidney, 23. Richard Holbrook, 21. Shaun Ford. 26, 
and Micheal Mullins. 28, were jailed for eight monthsTor 
the Mine offence and Nicholas Lacey, 22. for seven m onths . . 
Alan Hemmings, 26. was jailed for two months for assisting 
others in an arrestable offence. 


BBC blamed for death 


The pa rents of a teenager who hanged himself days_ after 
watching the television spoof Ghostwatch are continuing to 
blame the BBC for his death. A coroner yesterday recorded a 
venfict that Martin Denham, 18. of Nottingham, killed 
himself on November 5. He was found hanging from a tree - 
with a length of hosepipe around his neck. A note m ms . 
jraket said: “Please don’t worry — if there are ghosts I wm . 
be a ghost and I will be with you always as a ghost” His 
stepfather. Percy Denham, said: “He was a very nervous fad. . 
He thought there were ghosts in our home." After- the-; 
hearing^ a BBC solicitor said that the corporation and the 
-pro graming makers had expressed their sympathy. 


Festive pay winners 


Some workers who forfeit traditional family celebrations on j 
. Christmas day are compensated with four times their 
■nor mal rate of pay, according to a survey published today. 
AA patrolmen do best with four times normal pay on 
Christmas day, while British Nuclear Fuels will pay double 
tiie normal rate plus time off in lieu. But Mike Smith, a 
spokesman for tiie TUG said: “A Scrooge element does exist 
and people on low incomes are often expected to work for 
ifote reward.” The survey, by Income Data Services, 
disclosed that most companies are not as generous about 
holidays and are reluctant to allow employees to cany over 
unused .time off ya$o the new year. 
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Opt-out enquiry starts 


John Patten,right, the edu- 
cation secretary, yesterday 
ordered an enquiry into a 
local authority campaign 
against opting out at the 
prime minister's old school 
in ..Merton, . southwest 
London. Parents at Bullish 
Schobl voted against a pro- 
posal to opt out in a ballot 
held last month. But Mr 
Patten has accused the 
council of “telling porides" 
to win a majority. The 
education department last 
night gave the council a fortnight to explain statements in a 
letter sent to Rutlish parents by Sheila Knight, chairman of 
the education committee. Mr Patten has threatened to order 
that new ballots be held where he considers there have been 
irregularities in campaigning. Merton has strongly denied 
m isleadi n g parents and had already made its campaign 
material available for independent inspection. The proposal 
to opt out was defeated by 542 votes to 1 50. 



Charges dropped 


Prosecution officials have dropped charges against Ron 
McKay, a reporter for Scotland on Sunday, who was 
arrested after the paper carried articles investigating a 
break-m at Lothian and Borders police headquarters. Mr 
McKay was charged with reset, the offence of handling or 
seemg stolen property. The Crown Office said that it had 
dropped the charges after considering a “full report” from 
the procurator fiscaL There have been no dhareesTiri 
connection with the break-in, in which crime squad 
were stolen. Scotland on Sunday said yesterday: 

It was absurd that this charge should ever have been made 
against a journalist pursuing legitimate enquiries.” 


Councillor admonished 



, V T UC - '-nn strne Richard, 49. of 
Edinburgh, admitted making six calls to Lady Anwfa 
BudiarvHepbum and her family at their homem Pee 


Dunng fl* cans, nothing™, ^ 


Ice cream co-op planned 


Workers made redundant at the im ne w -j . 
factory at Kirkby, Merseyside, pt£ JX 
as a workers’ cooperative. The 70 u ^2rl over th . e business 
the plant two tapi2SX°2!? ied of 

UK confirmed vestenfav *I-,f5?. c,0 5 ure ' Nestle 


IHC ronfinned-^d^tiSt WSSS^ 

running part of the ice cream factoid Si? T* 1 ®*** 
last summer the Knkbvfa«n2 0 ?J? d ^"discussed. 


Last summer the Kirkby factorv°SmH 
million ice lollies a week. Nestl7i^I^i5?L :ibout tilrw 
owner of Lyons ^ 
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Boy dies with 
friend he tried 
to save on 
frozen pond 


By Geo ft King 


TWO schoolboys died yester- 
day after falling through ice 
on a frozen pond. Four fire- 
men were being treated in 
hospital for hypothermia last 
night after trying to rescue the 
boys, thought to have been 
aged 14 and 15. 

. One of the boys was thought 
to have died after going on to 
the ice to try to rescue his 
friend. A third raised the 
alarm after seeing his two 
companions disappear into 
the freezing water near a 
housing estate in Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire. 

: The first firemen on the 
scene spotted one of the boys 
under the ice and struggled to 
reach him. John Cooke and 
Andrew* Scarffe plunged into 
the ice but were forced out by 
the cold. PhD Lesser and Paul 
Burr constructed a makeshift 
dinghy from firefighting 
equipment and made a sec- 
ond unsuccessful attempt to 
reach the bqys. 

Police divers eventually re- 
’ covered the boys' bodies after 
they had been in the pond at 
Holme Brooke Valley for an 
hour and a halt Efforts were 
made to revive them at the 
scene, but they were certified 
dead at hospital in Chester- 
field. The four firemen were 
said to be in a satisfactory 
condition. 

, Divisional Officer Michael 
Ball, of Derbyshire fire service, 
described the efforts of men as 
“nothing short of heroic”. He 
said: “One of the boys was still 
visible when the crews arrived. 
Two firefighters went into the 
water and made their way 
through the ice. breaking it on 
their way, to get to him. They 
were not successful mainly 
^because of the intense cold. 

' They withdrew, then two 
other firefighters made their 
way across the water in a 
makeshift dinghy made out of 
a water dam — something like 
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Prolific screenwriter. 

Lord Willis in 1963 

Creator of 
Dixon dies 
aged 78 

By Alison Roberts 
arts REPORTER 

LORD Ted Willis, the 
writer who created the 
archetypal British bobby. 
Dixon of Dock Green, died 
suddenly yesterday. Lord 
Willis, aged 78. collapsed 
from a heart attack at his 
home in Chislehuist, Kent, 
after collecting his morn- 
ing newpapers. 

Listed by the Guiness 
Book of Records as the 
most prolific writer for 
television, he wrote 34 
stage plays and 39 feature 
films, including the award- 
winning Woman in a 
Dressing Gown. 

Dixon of Dock Green 
ran for 21 years on the 
BBC and was a gentl e 
precursor of later crime 
programmes. Lord Willis 
was working on a new 
series of his most loved 
creation when he died. 

Bom in Tottenham, 
north London, Lord Willis 
was the fourth of five 
children in a working class 
family. He left school at 14. 
beginning a 50-year writ- 
ing career- after mflitaty 
service during the war. He 
was known as a pioneer of 
the fifties- style kitchen-sink 
drama, but refused to be 
classed as an “angry young 
man”. In 1963, he was 
elevated to the peerage as 
Lord Willis of Chisjehum. 
A life-long socialist, he 
became an active member 
of the House of Lords on 
the Labour benches. 

The crime writer 
H. R. F. Keating paid trib- 
ute yesterday- "Warmth, 
compassion, responsibility: 
there are the words thar 
Spring to mind when one 

thinks of Ted Willis... A 

man to miss." 

Obituary, page 15 


a large paddling pool. They 
managed to get to the site 
where the lads were last seen 
and search under the ice but 
there was no sign." Another 
officer borrowed an inflatable 
dinghy from a local shop and 
die firemen rearched again, 
but without success. 

Mr Ball said that the whole 
lake had been frozen except 
for a hole in the middle. 
“What probably happened 
was that one lad went on to the 
ice and fell through. The other 
then tried to reach him and 
also fell in. The third went to 
fetch help." 

A Mend of die boys, who 
said he saw what happened, 
said one had disappeared 
under the water while the 
other managed to keep his 
head above. A passer-by had 
waded in up to his chest and 
thrown a life buoy towards the 
boys but had to, turn batik 
when he got into difficulties. 

The pond, 100 yards wide 
and about 20ft deep, is on a 
former opencast mining site 
being converted into a park by 
Chesterfield Borough CoundL 
It borders the Holme HaD 
estate and is a popular play 
area for children. 

Bill Flanagan, leader of the 
council, said that park rangers 
had turned several children 
away from frozen stretches of 
water yesterday. He added: 
“We erected wanting notices 
as soon as the ioe formed on 
Monday, telling people to 
keep off. Our safety precau- 
tions followed guidelines laid 
down for the Royal Society for 
die Prevention of Accidents, 
including provision of life- 
belts. We strongly urge par- 
ents to impress on their 
children the importance of 
staying away from frozen 
ponds and lakes.” 

Details of the dead boys 
were not bring released untD 
relatives had been told. 


Private eye 
who stole 
letters fined 

By A Staff Reporter 

A PRIVATE detective who 
stole bags of refuse from 
outside the house of die man- 
aging editor of The Sunday 
Times was yesterday found 
guilty of theft 

John RriBy. 47. of Twicken- 
ham, west London, was look- 
ing for letters addressed to 
Roger Eglin and sold them to 
another private detective earli- 
er this year, lsleworth Crown 
Court was told. RriBy was 
fined £1 SO with £50 costs. 

Mr Eglin. an aviation spe- 
cialist, had told the court thar 
he believed the theft was part 
of an industrial espionage 
campaign being waged by 
British Airways against its 
rival Virgin Atlantic Airways. 

However. Judge M airier 
said the only issue for the jury 
to decide was whether ReiDy 
knew he was doing wrong in 
taking the refuse without 
permission. 

Sentencing Reilly, he said: 
‘'You are in no way the prime 
mover in what happened that 
night." 

Aftwerwards, Rally said 
that he had been left to “cany 
the can” in a case which had 
wider implications, but be 
would not comment further. 



HOME NEWS 




The Times will be the 
only quality national 
newspaper on sale on 
Boxing day — and with 
four sections ft will offer a 
feast of good reading as 
well as a host of tips on 
how to survive the rest of 
the Christmas season. 

The Saturday Review 
assesses 1992 and se- 
lects the images that 
capture Me spirit of an 
annus horribilis. Jona- 
than Meades sets a quiz 
for foodies, Melinda 
Wittstock sees ominous 
signals from the new fTV, 
and Weekend reports on 
the plight of Bosnia. 

Whether it is how to 
keep the children enter- 
tained, cures for hang- 
overs, what to do with 
the leftovers, records of 
the year or where to find 
the sales, Weekend has 
the answers, as well as a 
game of political snakes 


Saturday Review 


Christmas contrast: Natasha 
Mihaljcic, 10. win spend her first 
traditional English Christmas in a 
Surrey village after being smuggled 
out of Sarajevo by the ITN reporter 
Michael Nicholson in July. Mr 
Nicholson, right and his wife Diana, 
who live in Grayswood, Surrey, are 
investigating die possibility of adopt- 


ing the girl although it is illegal to 
adopt a child over the age of five 
under Bosnian law. “I’ve met her 
annt and unde and we will advertise 
in Bosnia and Croatia for her mother 
to come forward — if she’s still alive." 
Mr Nicholson said. He added that 
Natasha migit wish to return to 
Sarajevo The giii spent last Christ- 


mas with 200 other children in an 
orphanage, where her single present 
was a toy deer. “It’s going to be very 
different for her this year.” Mr 
Nicholson said. “She’s incredibly 
excited. Every night before she goes 
to bed she dives under die Christmas 
tree to see if arty more presents have 
arrived for her." Like most children. 


Natasha has been delightedly open- 
ing the windows of her first Advent 

calendar, has takenparthHhe school 

nativity play and even seen a panto- 
mime. Aladdin. On Christinas day. 
after opening her presents in front of 
the fire, she win attend the local 
church with the Nicholsons and their 
two sons. Tom, 20, and William. 19. 


Drink-drive message fails to 
reach 1 in eveiy 12 tested 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


SENIOR police officers last 
night expressed disappoint- 
ment as the first returns from 
the pre-Christmas drink-drive 
purge showed almost one in 
twelve motorists breathalysed 
was over the limit The ratio 
was the same as last year. 

Police forces in England 
and Wales carried out 13 per 
cent fewer tests this year 
because officers were involved 
in countering the IRA’s main- 
land bombing campaign. 

Figures released by the 
police showed that there were 


1J67 positive tests out of 
1 7.528 motorists breathalysed 
between 6am on Deoember 
1 9 and 6am yesterday. Walter 
Girven, chairman of the Asso- 
ciation of Chief Police Officers’ 
traffic committee, said : “This 
is disappointing as police ad- 
ministered 13 per cent fewer 
breath tests than the compara- 
ble period last year, not least 
because of the security duties 
in the run-up to Christmas." 

' He said more work need ed 
to be done tty the government 
courts and police to deal with 


Total breath teats In flrat period of Christmas drtnfc/cfrtvo campaign 
Total passive tests hi brack et s 

Force 1901 1992 

Avon & Somerset • 333 (33 225 (28 

Bedford shire . ISO MS (it 

Cambridgeshire 308 M 426 12 

Cheshire 279 {31 197 (16 

City of London 15 fig 45 (5 

Cleveland 207 (® 119 (8 

Cumbria 202 (Itf 184 fltf 

Derbyshhe 171 M 74 (4 

Devon & Comwafl 367 (35) 345 41 

Dorset 115 M ZB 21 

Durham 151 (28) 281 (23 

Dyfod-Powys 231 (17) 156 i^4 

Essex 732 (40 1.030 (44 

Gloucester 263 (19) 182 11 

Greater Manchester 1,422 (145) 1,350 {145 

Gwent • 187 (19 202 G° 

Hampsh ire 867 (58) 546 (35 

Hertfordshire 282 (14) 174 (20 

Humberside 156 (28) 154 (18 

Kant 1360 fe3j 723 M 

Lancashire 438 (48) 448 fe® 

Lefcastershire 376 (27) 266 ni 

Lincolnshire • 328 (17) 312 (15 

Mareeysfcte 153 i« J34 

tear" as % ™ is 

Northamptonshire 277 14) 222 (r 

Northumbria 195 (40) 107 (32) 

North Wales 453 20) 357 (21) 

North Yorkshire 343 (26) 180 (12 

Nottinghamshire 176 34) 54 ( 15) 

South WaJW 732 52 855 (67^ 

South Yorkshire 367 E® 257 (37) 

Staffordshire 265 fee) 174 (25) 

Suffolk 259 (22) 205 20) 

Surrey 436 {29} 267 ho) 

Sussex 360 45) 243 (2 2) 

Thames Valley sio (62) 1032 (so) 

Warwickshire 58 (16) 98 (11) 

West Mercia 291 (38) 422 (35) 

West Wdtenete • 412 (34) 355 teg 

West Yorkshire 433 (72) 482 (56) 

WBtsNre 342 (17) 241 (20) 

Total 20^45(1,686) 17,528(1,367) 

Afl flgurav (br period 6am 1SV12 to Sam 22/12 
Soucs: Association of ChW PoBce OIBcere 


S indy’s facelift ends battle of the dolls 


By Kate Alderson 

THE grown-up world of plas- 
tic surgery and breast reshap- 
ing at last readied Toytown 
yesterday when Sindy agreed 
to have a facelift to make her 

look less tike Barbie. 

Hasbro Industries, the Brit- 
ish maker of Sindy, has 

agreed to change the way she 
looks after Mattel threatened 
a multi-million dollar legal 
action because, they aid, 
Sindy had been remodelled 
on their dbfl. Barbie. 

Mattel befiewd Barbie’s 
glitzy Hfestyte of fast cars. 
mftfe dolls and short skirts 
appealed more to children 
than the traditional Sindy 
who was more interested in 
horses and perhaps less m 
fashion. . • 

The market at stake is huge. 
Sindy has annual sales worth 
£7 nuffion. while Barbie’s may 
be worth $1 biffion this year. 
In 33 years. 600 ntiSRm 
Barbie dolls have been sold 
around tbe world. 

The action could have re- 
sulted in Sindy dolls being 
taken off the shelves. In 



Sindy, left and her alleged role model Barbie 


Prance earlier this year, a toy 
distributor had his stock 
seized after a French court 
decided Sindy bad violated 
the Barbie copyri^it. 

The legal wrangle, which 
was due to be heard at tbe 
High Court in London next 
month, began when Sindy 
suddenly lost her puppy fat. 
her breasts swelled and her 
face was resculpted. Mattel 
said Hasbro was in breach of 


copyright because Sindy bad 
changed bet looks and resem- 
bled Barbie. 

However, a statement is- 
sued on behalf of the two 
companies yesterday an- 
nounced agreement “Hasbro 
has remodelled the head of 
Sindy in a way which Mattel 
and Hasbro have agreed Is 
acceptable. As a result, Mattel 
has agreed to drop all out- 
standing lawsuits relating to 


Sindy and Barbie around tire 
world." 

Barbie was bom in 1959 
and two years later her boy- 
friend Ken came along. Free 
million wedding dresses have 
been sold although there is no 
evidence of a marriage. 

According to Mattel, 
Barbie has more shoes than 
lmdda Marcos, I Union; 
more outfits than any model 
120 a year at the last count 
more image changes than 
Madonna. 500 so far and 
more facelifts than most Hol- 
lywood stare. 

Earfy this year Baxitie was 
censored by die American 
Association of University 
Women because she kept 
saying “maths class is tough." 
Mattel agreed to change 
Barbie’s fines and now she 
reveals ambitions such as: 
“I’m studying to be doctor." 

The doll is sold m 100 
countries and along the way 
Barbie has acquired 66 addi- 
tional family, friends and 
pets. The latest creation, To- 
tally Hair Barbie, with locks 
flowing to he- shoes, is expect- 
ed to pul! in $100 minion. 


Experts at odds on 
motorway madness 


By Michael Horsnell 


and ladders and a spe- 
cial offer of a £1,932 
saving on transatlantic 
flights. 

With all this, plus Si- 
mon Jenkins, Clement 
Freud and the best team 
of columnists in Sat- 
urday journalism. The 
Times will be essential 
reading. Order your 
copy from your news- 
agent 


hardcore drink drivers. The 
association believed that driv- 
ers caught for the second or 
third time with high levels of 
alcohol should be brought 
before a. court as early as 
possible. If magistrates grant- 
ed bail they should insist that 
the motorist did hot drive until 
tiie case was over. 

The statistics from all 43 
forces in England and Wales 
show that the number of 
motorists testing positively re- 
mains at almost 8 per cent, the 
same as last year. The total 
breath tests carried out was 
17,528, against 20,245 in 
1991 and 27,758 in 1990. 
Tbe tests gave positive results 
for 1.367. compared with 
1,686 last year. Mr Girven 
added that the only encourag- 
ing figure was a reduction of 
1 0 per cent in injury accidents. 
- The campaign produced 
mixed reports from forces 
across the country. Police in 
Hertfordshire breathalysed 
174 motorists, with 11.5 per 
cent found over the limit A 
force spokesman said: “It is 
stiH the case that there are a 
number of people ignoring all 
the advice they are given about 
drinking and driving." 

Last night the Campaign 
Against Drink-Driving called 
for random breath tests. Har- 
ry Cape, a spokesman for the 
group, said the figures would 
drop sharply if police were 
able to test motorists at wfll 
“At tiie moment, motorists are 
prepared to take a chance." 

The government’s £ J 3 mil- 
lion Christmas drink-drive 
campaign was launched earli- 
er this month with a television 
comm ercial so hard hitting 
thar it could not be screened 
before 9pm. 

There are about 95,000 
drink-drive convictions each 
year in England and Wales. 
Deaths caused by drink-driv- 
ing have felloi from about 
1.500 a year in the early 
1980s to 700 in 1991. 


ACHANGE of public attitude 
to driving in fog was called for 
yesterday by the Automobile 
Association to mmhat “the 
killing season" on Britain’s 
roads. 

Andrew Howard, head of 
road safety at tbe AA. sakk 
“In the same way that we 
have educated people not to 
give a driver an extra drink or 
any drink at all we should 
educate society not to put 
pressure on him to be bn time 
to meet an appointment when 
it is foggy. Drivers are put 
under pressure. That is evi- 
dent from the fact that multi- 
ple pile-ups generally occur <m 
weekday mornings. There is a 
link between that time of day 
in tbe week and tbe kflfing 
season.” 

But as fog and frost threat- 
ened to persist today, Ivan 
Brown, assistant director of 
the Medical Research Coun- 
cil's applied psychology unit 
at Cambridge, described “mo- 
torway madness" as a genu- 
ine problem resulting from 
fog distorting a driver’s per- 
ception of speed and risk. 

The perception of speed is 


usually a subconscious pro- 
cess based on visual dues 
from the roadside, and with- 
out those does the driver 
might think he was not driv- 
ing fast enough. Professor 
Brown said: “People are not 
good at sensing how danger- 
ous it is to drive at the sj*ed 
they do in fog. They ignore 
warnings because they feel 
they are in control They rely 
on their senses to judge a safe 
speed but their senses are 
unreliable in fog.” 

Appeals to “watch your 
speed” were dangerous, he 
said, because the time taken 
to check a speedometer can 
eliminate a driver's safe stop- 
ping distance. 

The bad weather on Mon- 
day led to the busiest day on 
record for the AA breakdown 
service, with 7.429 calls. 

Up to 20 vehicles were 
involved in a multiple pile-up 
that injured six people on the 
M6 in Cheshire yesterday 
only hours after police 
warned motorists to stay at 
home because of freezing fog. 

Leading article, page 13 
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An eight-page section 
with foil television and 
radio listings for three 
days and our critics’ 
choices of the best films 
and music will be pul> 
fished with The Times 
tomorrow. 

There is also, a new 
short story by Barry 
Unsworth. joint winner of 
the 1992 Booker Prize, 
as well as a jumbo 
crossword. 

THr- TIMES 

CHRISTMAS 



Single Highland Malt Scotch Whisky. 

GLENMOEANCIE 

JOHNNY URQUHART. Head Cooper. 

H AVING TOILED ALL WEEK - and sometimes all weekend - upon the oaken 
casks which impart the battery transluccnce and flowery nose to the male, our 
Head Cooper beads for the river on a Friday afternoon. Here, by the rushy reaches 
of the Canon. he pits his wits against the salmon heading upriver, notes the flowers 

1 *3 along the bank and the birds of the 
river, and forgets even his beloved 
barrels as he fills his mind with the 
sound of “the water tickling away* 
And though he may return to 
Glenmorangie empty-handed, the skill 
and patience of the craftsman shine 
through in his explanation. “Simply 
catching fish," he will cell you, “is not 
necessarily the object of the exercise.” 
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Handcrafted by the Sixteen Men of Tain. 
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Files disdose UK’s 
role in Cuban crisis 

By Sheiia Gunn, political correspondent 


DOCUMENTS detailing the 
Macmillan government's 
secret offer to help the United 
States to overthrow Fidel Cas- 
tro’s communist regime in 
Cuba 30 years ago will be 
released today by an organis- 
ation campaigning for free- 
dom of information. 

The papers on the 1962 
Cuban missile crisis and the 
Profumo affair arc readily 
available in the United States, 
although they remain locked 
away in British archives. 

They disdose secret negotia- 
tions between the two govern- 
ments over the possible use of 
a British base for launching 
airstrikes against Cuba and 
the hunt by the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation for 
American dozens who could 
be drawn into the Profumo 
affair. 

The Campaign for Freedom 
of Information is using papers 
released in America to under- 
line the need for "right to 
know” legislation in Britain. It 
argues that such documents 
pive the American people an 
insight denied in Britain, into 
their history. 

The Cuba papers show that 
American officials ap- 


proached the British govern- 
ment in 1961 for permission 
to use Maya guana island air- 
field in the Bahamas if neces- 
sary as a base for launching 
tactical air strikes against Cas- 
tro. The British government 
consented on condition that its 
role was kept secret 

After Castro came to power 
in Januaiy 1959, the US 
government drew up milrtaiy 
strategies for invading Cuba 
and overthrowing the regime. 
In April 1961. a US-backed 
invasion force was forced to 
surrender to Castro’s troops 
when attempting to land at 
the Bay of Pigs. The British 
government was then ap- 
proached, via David Bruce, 
who was US ambassador in 
London, for permission to use 
Mayaguana. Mr Bruce was 
asked to gauge reaction and to 
find out what the British 
might want in return. 

After Soviet nudear missiles 
were stationed in Cuba, a US 
file shows that Britain agreed 
on condition that nothing was 
put in writing and focQmes at 
Mayaguana were not put to 
active use without prior 
agreement 

The campaign says it has a 


number of other documents, 
including FBI files on investi- 
gations into American citizens 
linked to the Profomo affair 
and records of negotiations in 
the mid-1970s over granting 
Concorde landing rights in 
New York and Washington. 

Some documems will be 
declassified in Britain’s public 
records office on January J 
under the 30-year rule. Far 
greater public acces s , similar 
to the US. would be given 
under the “right to know" bill, 
introduced by Mark Usher. 
Labour MP for Stoke-on- 
Trent Central, which will be 
debated in the Commons on 
February 19. 

Maurice Frankd. the cam- 
paign’s director, commented: 
“The annual opening of the 
30-yearold files in the public 
record office only emphasises 
how long we have to wait for 
information which could safe- 
ly have been released a decade 
earlier. The US Freedom of 
Information Act is stQl a major 
source of information about 
British history, even about our 
safety. We still have to rely on . 
the openness of other govern- 
ments to reveal what our own 
government keeps secret." 


Minister’s resignation: Major loses a shrewd and trusted adviser 

The arch-conspirator who 

tired of keeping a secret 



SO CONSPIRATORIAL is 
Tristan Gard-Jones’s reput- 
ation that last night's news 
that he will leave me govern- 
ment next year prompted im- 
mediate comparisons with 


By Peter Riddell, political editor 
is as a middle-ranking minister. 


During more than eight years 
in the whips’ office and two 
and a half in the Foreign 
Office, he has had influence in 
10 Downing Street He has 


Talleyrand’s comment on the become a bogeyman for the “*r ** "’°Tc Anp nf the few 
death ofanearty 19th cennny anfrEC right in part because EC sance ^ ^ 


Major remained warm. 

Since he movrd to the 
Foreign Office in July 1990. 
Mr Garel-Jones has been 
closely involved in the Maas- 
tricht negotiations. His pro- 


The player Tristan Garel-Jones loved political game 


ambassador “What does he 
mean by that?” . 

In Mr GarekJones’s case, 
tbestoryfor once appears to be 
straightforward. He decided a 
couple of years ago that he 
wanted to step down as a 
minister, though not as . an 
MP. to pursue other interests. 
In the summer of 1991; he 
told John Major, who per- 
suaded him to stay .on as 
Foreign Office minister to see 
through the British presidency 
of the European Community 
and the Maastricht bDL . 

The timing is nonetheless 
odd. Although the presidency 
will be over on December 3 1 , 
the bill faces a lengthy 
committee stage. But Mr 
GareFJones was fed up with 
keeping his secret . . 

His departure lias a signifi- 
cance way beyond his position 


FOR SCHOLARS: ENCOURAGE A BROAD AND ALWAYS OPEN MIND 
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Book Tokens can be bought at more than 
3,000 bookshops across the country, and exchanged 
for any of a million books. What other gift has 
such power to broaden the horizons? 
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FOR CHILDREN: HELP THEM TOWARDS THE BEGINNINGS OF WISDOM 


of his barely disguised con- 
tempt for many of them. 

That has partly been a 
tribute to his skills as a behind- 
the-scenes fixer. He foresaw 
the trouble that Baroness 
Thatcher was in after Sir 
Anthony Meyer’s trial nin 
against her in December 
1989. but had left the whips' 
office three months before the 
November 1990 battle. As a 
whip he was suspected by 
many on die right of advanc- 
ing die careers of dose friends 
in the Blue Chip dining 
group, such as Chris Patten. 
W illiam Waldegrave and Mr 
Major: This suspicion was 


MrGarewones saw as eariy 
as 1 988 that Mr Major rather 
than Mr Patten was the most 
likety member of his genera- 
tion to become Tory leader 
because he appealed not only 
to die traditional centre but 
also to some of die non- 
Oxbridge, non-public school 
Thatcberites ofa similar sodal 
background- When the contest 
came, he backed Douglas 
Hurd, his department head. 


subjects on wmcn w ™ 
publidy known views, and has 
earned him enemies. Other- 
wise, he has been the operator 
who loves the political game 
for its own sake. . . . 

But for all his assiduity, 
disguised behind a casual 
frrflrip. he has never regarded 
politics as the central part of 
his life. He always goes to 
Spain during parliamentary 
recessess, as he did again 
yesterday. His family has a 
language school in Madrid 
and his wife is Spanish. He 
wants to resume his serious 
interest in books and modem 
Spanish painting, and his 
business interests in Spa in. 

Mr Garel-Jones said yester- 
day that he never regarded 
himself as a long-distance 
runner in politics. His depar- 
ture underlines the impact on 
ministers of one party being in 
office for a long time and, after 
the departure of Mr Patten, 
removes another of the prime 
minister's shrewdest and most 
misted advisers. 

Gard-Joues quits, page 1 


Daily grind of life 
at the top breaks 
all but strongest 


Ministerial life with its 
exhausting work schedule and 
scant social life is far removed 
from its glamorous image , writes 
Sir Robert Rhodes James 


I t is one of the most 
persistent myths, much 
favoured -by even the best 
informed political commenta- 
tors, that politicians crave 
office and, if they achieve it 
ding to it tenaciously, come 
what may. 

The reality is that there are 
many who do not seekit at alL 
and others who find the 
reality is quite different to 
what they had expected. 

The unceasing delivery of 
boxes packed with papers that 
have to be read; the endless 
meetings and committees 
that must be attended, in 
Whitehall and Westminster, a 
long list of unadvertised en- 
gagements. lunches and din- 
ners, die very dubious joys of 
official travel; seeing off, 
sometimes daily, the hostile 
opinions of opponents foot 
only to be found on the official 
Opposition benches) and the 
press; the entirely false respite 
of the weekend, when angry 
constituents need to be molli- 
fied; the calls for television 
and radio interviews at ridicu- 
lous hours, and the chief whip 
c omm a n ding presence for 
some obstreperous back- 
bench party committee and 
crucial votes at the end of a 
long, long day. 

Backbenchers vrith a small 
government majority do not 
enjoy much sodal life; for 

mznisters and their families it 
becomes a distant memory. 
To all this has been added, for 
several ministers, the almost 
intolerable physical and men- 
tal demands of Europe, hur- 
tling out to airports, staying in 
what seem identical hotel 
bedrooms, regardless of the 
location, mastering hurried 
briefs, listening to simulta- 
neous translation of various 
versions on the peifide Albion 
variety, fighting their comer, 
and then back to the airport 
and Westminster for another 
vote on something or other. 

And then there are the 
proliferation of Commons 
select committees, the inven- 
tion of Lord St John of 
Eawsley in 1979 which may 
be considered an Act of Provi- 
dence by ambitious back- 
benchers and the Opposition, 
but an Instrument of the 
Devil by ministers and offici- 
als. One’s views on the impor- 
tance of effective and 
persistent parliamentary 
sautiny of the executive 
change mightily when the 
eager backbencher becomes 
the weary minister on the 
receiving end of what he now 
<»osideis to he a singly fll 
informed and impertinent 
questioning by a bunch of 
Publicity crazed, self impor- 
tant, and unfriendly nincom- 
poops. 

This is not a caricature of 
me average ministerial life. 
The wonder is not that many 
numsters, and their spouses, 
deade that it is an abjectly ilF 
F® 11 * and iU-rewarded Exis- 
tence in afl other respects as 


well and get out while their 
heal til and sanity are in 
reasonably good shape, but 
that there are others who 
actually thrive on it 

There is something in the 
old Whitehall view that a 
Happy Minister is a Good 
Minister and that an Unhap- 
py one is not As The Battle of 
the Memoirs develops, it is 
now dear to a wider public 
that serving under Mrs 
Thatcher was to roost of her 
ministers a kind of living hell. 
The fascination of Nigd 
Lawson’s memoirs in particu- 
lar is how admiration and 
affection degenerated gradu- 
ally into a wary modus viven- 
di ended by something 
approaching hatred. He be- 
came terminally fed up and, 
disillusioned and betrayed, 
got out Her abominable per- 
sonal treatment of Sir Geof- 
frey Howe was to rebound 
spectacularly when he also, 
had had enough. 

But the voluntary depar- 
tures under Thatcher were 
largely for personal reasons 
that involved her personality 
and methods. 


W hen John Major 
took over, every- 
thing changed magi- > 
cafly. “For the first time’’ one 
minister told me a week after 
Mr Major took over, “I am 
actually enjoying being a min- 
ister.'" Unfortunately, the 
pressures of the job do not 
diminish, however agreeable 
the personality of the prime 
minister. 

When Anthony Eden be- 
came foreign secretary for the 
third time in 1951 he found 
tiiat while Ms power had 
fallen as Britain’s had. the 
Foreign Office workload was 
greater than ever before. He 
then realised why it bad 
broken Ernest Bevin's health 
and Herbert Morrison's am- 
bitions of becoming prime 
minister. It did nothing for 
Eden’s health either. 

In recent times, I have 
nev J*r ®ren anyone age so 
rapidly in office as poor 
Brynmor John, to the point 
that I was amazed he was 
a«uaUy younger than me. His 
eariy death, which l lamented 
rauch, owed much to his 
fomd period as a minister. 
But he was by no means the 
only casualty. 

J *1° not know the reasons 
tiiat prompted John Nott and 

225? “5. recenti y Georg* 

Walden. Nigd Forman, and 

nw Tristan Garel-Jones to 
decide that there are more 
important things in life tint) 
nemg an exhaustive Aunt ' 
Salty, but I can wdl under* - 
sfend why, in the American 
phrase, they wanted out 

“ 2t « any consolation, to : 
tnem there have been primeT 
nnnisters who came to the 
same conclusion. - 

Si Rhodes James iS 
{winner Conservative Mf 
Lor Cambridge. ■ j 
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Sacked trust 

manager had 
quit twice over 
allegations 


HOME NEWS 


GLENN EDWARDS 



By Jeremy Laurance, health services 






THE manager of a hospital 
trust sacked for alleged sexual 

harassment had twice re- 
signed. from other hospitals 

■ while under investigation for 

• ^alleged misdemeanours. 

The chequered career of 

- Kieron Stanley, dismissed 
from his post as manager of St 
Lawrence's hospital for the 
mentally handicapped in 
Croydon, south London, on 
December 11 , has raised ques- 
tions about the lack of controls 
on hospital trusts. 

' Allegations about Mr Stan- 
ley had been known to the 
‘•health department since 1987 
but his career continued to 

■ thrive. South West Thames 
' regional health authority said 

that it was powerless to inter- 
vene since St Lawrence's was 
' an independent trust 

Malcolm Wicks, Labour 

• MP far Croydon North West, 
tabled a motion* in the Com- 

' mens demanding an inves- 

• tigation into die trust by Vir- 
:ginia Botromley, the health 

• secretaty, “given the evidence 

• of dear nepotism, the failure 
of the trust's board to safe- 
guard staff and patients' inter- 
ests. an alleged climate of fear, 
and the case of sexual 
harassment”. 

Mr Stanley. 42, was sacked 
1 2 days ago after he failed to 
attend a disciplinary hearing 
into allegations (hat he “put 
pressure oh a female member 
of staff”, according to the man 
who hasshepherded his career 
for the past ten. years. He is 
Ian Semple, chief executive of 
the life Care Trust, which 
. runs services for the mentally 
handicapped in Croydon. Mr 
Stanley, a long-time friend, 
had “created a situation which 

■ was unacceptable to me”. Mr 
Semple said, but he would not 
detail the allegations. 

Mr Semple first employed 
Mr Stanley in the early 1980s 
as director of nursing services 
at Wariingham Park psychiat- 
ric hospital, Croydon. -Mr 

- Stanley was suspended from 
-that job in April 1986 for 

■reasons that have never been 
made public but Mr Semple 
■wrote him a reference for a 


Tf SERVICES CORRESPONDENT 

similar post at a hospital in 
north Staffordshire, described 
as “glowing" by Dare Howefi. 
tne present chief executive of 
the district health authority. 

In 1987. after Mr Stanley 
had changed jobs; north Staf- 
fordshire learnt that he had 
been under suspension in 
Croydon and he resigned. 

Tile authority complained 
to Croydon that his reference 
had not mentioned his sus- 
pension and accused Mr Sem- 
ple of “grass professional 
misconduct". Ms Howell said: 
“if it had just been a case of 
inadequate references it would 
have blown over but Mr 
Stanley caused us a great deal 
of anguish. The authority was 
absolutely incensed by the 
actions of Mr Semple." 

When Mr Semple was con- 
tacted at his omce at St 
Lawrence’s by The Times, he 
said that a reference should 
not mention unproven allega- 
tions. “if a case hasn't been 
proved you have to be very 
careful what you say or you 
can get nailed for it” 

An enquiry set up by Croy- 
don health authority conclud- 
ed, however, that Mr Semple 
should have told north Staf- 
fordshire that Mr Stanley was 
under investigation, although 
the omission did not amount 
to professional misconduct. 

Last year. M r Semple again 
hired Mr Stanley, who had 
not worked in the National 
Health Service in the interim, 
this time as manager of St 
Lawrence’s. “1 took him on 
based on my knowledge of 
him because I thought he was 
one of my best managers,” Mi 
Semple said. “1 found him 
guilty of sexual harassment 
but in terms of management 
of the care of clients he was 
exactly what the organisation ! 
wanted.” He said the trust 
board had investigated the 
appointment and approved it 

Asked if it were true that he 
gave jobs to his friends,: Mr 
Semple said: “It is not just a 
case! of fan Semple saying all 
these people can have these 
jobs. If you don’t make the 
grade you go under.” 




Glorious history; John Humphreys in from of the stage at the Adelina Patti Theatre, where Victorian high society gathered 


Castle launches appeal to 
save Victorian diva’s legacy 



OPERA fens around the 
world are being aslteri to raise 
£1 .5 million far renovations to 
a castle once owned by a 
flamboyant Victorian diva. 

Adelina Patti, whose voice 
financed an extravagant life- 
style, fell in love with Craig-y- 
nos after she left her fast 
husband, the Marquis de 
Caux. an equerry to Napoleon 
ill. In foe wilds of Wales, 
near Aberoaf in Powys, she 
set up home with Ernesto 
Nicolfai. an Italian opera 
singer, and spent mudi of her 
fortune transforming the 
building into a Gothic and 
Italianate extravaganza. 

Her tiny frame produced 
the purest coloratura voice 
and she exploited her talent 
ruthlessty to demand un- 
heard-of fees of £1,000 a 
performance. Verdi thought 
she had no equal and said she 
was his first, second and third 
favourite prima donna. Hie 
consortium owning die castle 
hopes that its greatest days of 


By Tim Jones 

Victorian opera can be re- 
created in a musical centre to 
rival Glyndeboume. 

When Patti was not enter- 
taining high society, includ- 
ing the Prince of Wales, she ' 
would sometimes instruct the 
staff to dress up. order. her 
butler to break open the 
champagne, and dance and 
Sing before them. They paid 
nothing to hear her perform. 

Other extravagances in- 
cluded building her own rail- 
way station to give better 
access to Craig-ymos — it 
means Rock of the Night — 
and she employed one. maid 
solely to look after- her pet 
dogs. Bother greatest innova- 
tion was creation, of the 
Adefina Patti Theatre, which 
is now restored and used to 
stage opera, and other events. 

After Nicolini died in 1 895, 
the Madrid-born diva mar- 
ried Baron Cederstrom and 
she livEd in the castle until her 
death in 1919. 

The present consortium has 


Charity for homeless offers 
shelter in the provinces 



FURTHER news from my 
dear old American friends, 
A1 and Salty du La fly. In 
this final extract from 
their Christinas round- 
robin. they ten of their own 
good fortune over the past 
yean 

“Hi. yaffi It's been 
another super year in our 
marriage — 32 years now, 
would you believe, and it 
don’t seem a day! To 
celebrate our anniversary 
at the beginning of the 
year. 1 gave A1 six weeks at 
a macrobiotic health farm 
and he gave me two 
months at Betty Ford’s 
lovely mansion, with 24- 
hour supervision and free 
medication up to the first 
ren gallons. 

“We both came back 
beautifully refreshed, and 
all set far a swell year! AI 
brought back his Personal 
Fitness Trainer, a tovety 


< Cindy with beautiful dyed 
hair, a great selection of 

■ eyelashes and a pretty 
mauve swimsuit that goes 
so beautifully with her 
varicose veins. 

“She says die aims to 
knock pounds a week off 

■ Al (how much would that 

• be in dollars. 1 wonder?) 
and guarantees that I’D 
hardly be able to see him 

• when she’s finished with 

• him! 

“As luck would have it 

- at Betty Ford’s mansion I 
met a lovely new friend 

• called Lany. Larry swears 
^ by the place. He loves it so 

- much he’s been back eight 
times in two years. Ten 
months on, Lany and Cin- 

'* dy have become old famfly 
’• friends, and they new have 

- adjoining rooms in our 
tovety home, often staying 
up afi night duelling on 

*■ out Grateful Dead nun> 

‘ here, would. vou bdfeve! 

,f - “Meanwhile. Al and I 

• haw been getting along 
' better .than ever, and I 

know he'd wish me to 
' pass on his season's greet; 
” togs from his beautiful 
’■ new one-room condomini- 
um in Alaska • • « Cheers, 

* yhffi" 


THOUSANDS of homeless 
people throughout Britain will 
swap their damp makeshift 
beds today for the comfort of a 
Christmas refuge where they 
wiD be fed. given medical 
treatment where necessary 
and entertained. 

But the respite will be brief 
and by next Wednesday the 
rough sleepers, who range 
from 16-year-olds to pension- 
ers, will return to their itiner- 
ant lives. 

A disused warehouse in 
London, which has been taken 
over by Crisis, the charity for 
the homeless, opens in 
London today to shelter up to 
2,000 over the holiday. For 
the first time this year. Crisis 
will also be opening centres in 
five regional towns to help the 
growing number of homeless 
outside London, who now 
account for 60 per cent of 
Britain’s total 

Adam Woolf, director of 
Crisis, said yesterday: “The 
government has ignored the 
plight of the regional home- 
less. We have found that every 
month 7.500 people are being 
turned away from shelters 
outside London. The govern- 
ment has responded so badly 
to this problem because people 
sleeping rough in mundane 
towns is not the same as 
people bedding down in a 
smart part of London." 

Bristol has the largest con- 
centration of single homeless 
people outside London, with 
as many as 800 people sleep- 
ing rough every night 
Maggie Whittle, of the city's 
Caring at Christmas charity. 


By Nicholas Watt 

said yesterday that she was 
particularly worried by the 
large numbers of youngsters 
on the streets. “The govern- 
ment says that children under 
18 should be protected But 
from our experience in Bristol 
this is just not the case.” Ms 
Whittle said. 

Anne Marie, a single 
woman of 19 who has been 
homeless since she lost a 
council flat two years ago, 
spends a couple of nights a 
week at the city’s shelter. She is 
typical of Bristol’s young 
homeless. “I lived in care from 
the age of 13 until 1 was 17, 
when I got a council flat," she 
said “But that didn't work out 
because 1 didn't have enough 
support I’ve been on awaiting 
list for another flat for five 
months but nothing has come 
of that" 

Despite the shelter and food 
offered by the charity over 
Christmas, Anne Marie said it 
would do little to cheer her up. 
“Coming to the shelter at 
Christmas puts down your 
spirits. You’d much rather be 
with your family or in a place 
of your own." 

Sir Geoi^e Young, the 
housing minister, defended 
ihe government’s support for 
the single homeless, saying 
that young people had not 
been neglected “If young 
people cannot get on a train- 
ing scheme they are still 
entitled to claim income sup- 
port. In London, the young 
homeless have been helped 
first" 

In an interview with The 
Times, Sir George said he 



Rural homeless: a jobseeker on the street m Suffolk. 


would not change his policy of 
concentrating resources on 
London's homeless. leaving 
local authorities to cope in the 
regions. Over the past three 
years, the government has 
provided £96 million for 
London. Last year. £6. 1 mil- 
lion was provided for regional 
voluntary organisations. 

“I don’t want local authori- 
ties to feel that if they do 
nothing the government will 
ride to their rescue. In the 
1991 census there were 2, 700 
people sleeping rough in the 
country, with 1300 in 
London and MOO in the 
regions. We decided to focus 
on London because the prob- 
lem was so acute. 

“Although the regional fig- 
ures are comparable with 
London, they are distributed 
across a far wider number of 
authorities. The problem in 
London is deeply rooted and 
people have been sleeping 
rough in Lincoln’s Inn Fields 
since 1810." 

But John Battle, Labour's 
housing spokesman, said yes- 
terday that the government 
had to focus on the regions. “I 
have been shocked by the 
number of homeless people 
outside London. Young home- 
less people who would have 
headed to London two years 
ago are now staying fa their 
home towns because they real- 
ise there is no hope in the 
capital” York, for example, 
had a 70 per cent increase in 
homeless this year. 

The government should 
change the law to make local 
authorities legally responsible 
for housing the single home- 
less. Mr Battle said. “There is 
a terrible shortage of afford- 
able cheap housing and we 
would call on tire government 
to provide 'supportive' hous- 
ing." he said. 

But Sir George said that tins 
year's Autumn Statement an- 
nounced that the government 
would buy up to 20.000 
homes to provide cheap 
housing.**! am not persuaded 
to change the law (on the 
single homeless] because local 
authorities must fust provide 
housing for the elderly, the 
disabled and young families." 

Modern Times, page 1 1 

Bryan Appkyard, page 12 

John Habgood, page 12 
Diary, page 12 


spent £500.000 renovating it 
wit the upper floors and fabric 
of the building are threatened 
with decay. John Humphreys, 
one of the directors, said the 
castle was paying its way as an 
arts and functions centre, but 
margins were too light to 
complete renovation. 

The local businessmen 
bought tire estate six years ago 
when it was feared it might be 
turned into an hotel Mr 
Humphreys said: “We are all 
fans of Madame Patti and do 
not take income from the 
project but we need more 
odp. . 

“I dread to think what 
would happen if we were 
faced with a major problem. If 
tiie remaining rooms go into 
decay. itwrQ have a terrible 
effect on Craig-y-nos. This is a 
magnificent bufafing and our 
dream is to make it a centre to 
rival Glyndebounte.” 

A share scheme Is being 
planned to attract funds from 
opera, and music lovers. 



Extravagant talent: Verdi said Patti had no .equal 




Woman in 
baby con is 
sentenced 

A woman aged 60 who tricked 
j her lover out of 53.500 by 
pretending she had given 
, birth to his son was givfen a 
suspended prison sentence 
yesterday. 

Margaret Judges, who used 
a friend’s baby girl to fool 
Philip Phillips, a maths lec- 
turer aged 46, for four years, 
was sentenced to 1 8 months in 
jail, suspended for two years at 
Chelmsford Crown Court 
Judges, a taxi firm control- 
ler, of Maldon, Esses; had 
denied obtaining money by 
deception between 1987 and 
1991. She told Mr Phillips 
that the baby was a boy and 
would be named after him. 

Racing libel 

Satellite Information Services, 
a racing information organis- 
ation, accepted “substantial” 
libel damages in the High 
Court over a Channel 4 pro- 
gramme, Against the Odds, 
which claimed it was involved 
in a conspiracy with bookmak- 
ers to manipulate starting 
prices. 

Fire deaths 

A year-old baby boy died in a 
house fire in Highbury; north 
London. The parents of Justin 
Bennett and their two other 
children managed to escape. 
In Islington, also north 
London, police were treating a 
flat fire in which a middle- 
aged man died as suspicious. 

Police enquiry 

The chief constable of Not- 
tingham has ordered an en- 
quiry after three police officers 
were seen in a nightclub 
dressed as Ku KIux Klan 
members. The men are al- 
leged to have visited the dub 
after attending a fancy dress 
party. 

Bodjy named 

A mummified body, found a 
week ago in a hotel cellar, was 
named at a Nottingham "in- 
quest as Linda Killeen, a 
mother-of-two. She went miss- 
ing from her lodgings in the 
city three yeara ago. 

Spanish main 

The Spanish spent £2.3 mil- 
lion this year on mutism ad- 
vertising in the UK. more than 
arty other country. The second 
highest spender was Australia. 
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Churches say 
Serbs are 
using rape as 
a weapon 

By Roger Boyes, east Europe correspondent 


RAPE has become a systemat- 
ic weapon of war in the 
Bosnian conflict and the rap- 
ists should be put before war 
crimes tribunals, according to 
a report by the World Council 
of Churches (WCQ. 

Women investigators horn 
the WCC have just returned 
from two Croat refugee camps 
and have compared their evi- 
dence with that gathered by 
other groups, including the 
United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees. 

"We are now convinced that 
there is a policy of systematic 
rape — and that it is a weapon 
of war. not just a by-product” 
Brenda Fitzpatrick of the 
WCC said yesterday. Ms Fitz- 
patrick, a member of the 


HUMAN 

RIGHTS 


investigation team, acknowl- 
edged that rapes were being 
committed by all sides but said 
only the Serbs had made it a 
policy to rape and impregnate 
captive Muslim women. 

Other international bodies, 
including the parliamentary 
assembly of the Western Euro- 
pean Union (WEU). had been 
collecting credible reports of 
large-scale rape. The WEU 
report stated: “Women and 
girls are held in rape camps 
where each day they are 
humiliated and tortured re- 
peatedly and ... are even often 
kflled.” 

The WEU also found evi- 
dence that male prisoners of 
war were being castrated. 

The “rape camps” appear to 
be a sinister off-shoot of ethnic 
deansing. Many victims say 
they were told that they would 
be raped repeatedly unlit they 
became pregnant and could 
bear ethnic Serbian children. 


Once they were visibly preg- 
nant they were left alone until 
the seventh month of preg- 
nancy. when abortion would 
be impossible. “The Seths 
have the dear aim." said Ms 
Fitzpatrick, quoting an inter- 
viewee. “of creating a genera- 
tion of children of hate.” 

Both the WEU and the 
World Council of Churches 
agree that many thousands of 
women are iimrtved. Among 
the raped refugees there was 
strong anger, Ms Fitzpatrick 
- said, not only about the assault 
but about, the “international 
voyeurism" which has sensa- 
tionalised the problem. Few 
organisations have offered 
psychiatric assistance to the 
women, testimony is only 
being gathered very sketchily 
and many victims believe that 
die rapes are not being treated 
seriously when they are report- 
ed to the authorities. 

One priority is to collect 
evidence before it is covered 
up. Publicity is often self- 
defeating, since as soon as the 
site of a rape camp is men- 
tioned frequently in the press, 
it is moved. The International 
Red Cross has arrived at 
reported camps to find noth- 
ing but recently vacated 
barracks. 

Chronicling atrocities has 
always been difficult in Bos- 
nia, since the propaganda war 
is in full flush. Some refugees 
have tried to enhance their 
chances of finding asylum by 
exaggerating incidents. The 
rapes are, however, among 
verifiable war crimes because 
pregnancy cannot be simulat- 
ed and few women have a 
motive for making up such a 
story. 

Major visit, page I 
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The hotel where no one wanted to stay 


Bosnia's war 
mirrors the 
horrors of the 
Nazi's " joy 
division ”, writes 
AdamLeBor 


SERB fighters came to Azra's 
flat in Visegrad in early June; 
She remembers the date” 
dearly. She was raped and 
her sister Munira, 16. and 
their schoolfriend, IS. 



“The Serbs were wearing 
camouflage uniforms with 
grey berets and a white 
cockade. They arrived at 
1130am and said we bad to 
go to the police station to 
identify some classmates" 
said Aria, 17. now a refugee 
in Zenica. Bosnia. 

The police station was just 
a few yards away but (he. 
destination was the hold 
Vflina Vlas, a place of dread 
where Serbs took away local 
girls. Munira and thesisters’ . 
friend were sent off with two 
soldiers and Azra was left 
alone in a room at the hotel. 
Her interrogation began five 
minutes later. 

“He locked the door and 
pushed the table in front" 
said Azra. “He asked me who 
had weapons among the 
Muslims. I said I didn’t know 
because they had ail been 
handed in. He said I was 
lying and he asked me who 
my father was. 

“Then he started to take off 
his clothes and ordered me to 

strip as well and then later 

... I did not want to strip." 
said Azra. crying as she told 
her story." But I took them 
off. I wouldn’t-' give myself 
though and I defended myself 
so he wanted to beat me. He 
told me, Tt’s your honour to 
be mine. You could have been 
thrown into the river Drina or 
a quarry.’ I started to scream. 
Then he stood up and said be 
would get ten other guys to 
tear me apart so I could not 
hold out any longer and I 
gave up." 

At about 3pm. Azra said, 
she heard a long scream. “A 
bit later a door was unlocked 
and 1 heard a soldier cursing. 

A giri was dying in the 
hallway and it was my sister." 

The two have not seen each 
other since. Yet compared 
with many, Azra had a hicfey 
escape. Her assailant allowed 
her home the next day and 
she left Visegrad in July 
without her sister but with 
the rest of her family. 

Azra wanted the world to 
know what was happening in 
Bosnia but die was too fright- 
ened to give her real name or 
that of her sister, as she fears 
for her safety if she is still 
alive. 

Bosnian and Croatian hu- 
man rights groups list more 
than a dozen sites which they 
describe as “brothel camps" 
where women of all ages have 
been held and repeatedly 
gang-raped by Serb fighters. 



Rape ordeal- Azra, 1 7, described how she was raped by a Serb filter in Visegrad. She 
considers herself lucky: other girls abducted with her dM not return 


In survivors’ testimonies the 
name of the Vflina ’Was 
appears again and again. 

In the second world war. 
the Nazis had their “joy 
division” of women female 
concentration camp inmate 
and the Japanese ran “com- 
fort camps” where Korean 
women were raped. Now the 
Bosnian war appears to have 
its own versions. 

Rapes have been commit- 
ted by Muslim, Croat and 


Serb fighters during the con- 
flict, say human ri Jits activ- 
ists. But the Serbs are 
charged with setting up a 
network of sites where 
women are imprisoned and 
suffer repeated multiple 
rapes. Survivors also cfahn 
that once the soldiers have 
finished with their female 
captives many of the women 
are killed. The revelations 
add to the list of atrocities of 
in a war that daily plunges 


new depths of degradation. 
Mary rape survivors are now 
pregnant and it is only as 
their condition becomes 
more obvious that they begin 
to talk about their ex- 
periences. 

Sytvana Foa, a spokeswom- 
an for the United Nations 
High CommissioDer for Refit 
gees in Geneva, said: “We 
have credible and consistent 
reports of widespread and 
systematic rape.” There were 


many victims with "stories of 
rape and sexual abuse that 
independently bear each oth- 
er our", she said- 
Neither the Red Cross nor 
the UN has access to sites 
such as the Hotel Vflina Vlas. 
Relief workers fear that any 
women still being held there 
could be trifled and the evi- 
dence destroyed should they 
demand access. Already the 
UN has recorded a sinister 
imbalance in the ages of die 
refugees who manage to leave 
Bosnia. “There is a lack of 
women of reproductive age. 
just as there is men of draft 
age. especially among refu- 
gees who 1 eft alter their 
towns were occ upied by the 
Serbs." said Ms Foa. 

Borislav Herak. a Serb. 2 1. 
being held in a Sarajevo 
prison on war crimes charges, 
has given a detailed account 
of how Serb fighters raped 
young Bosnian women at a 
prison turned brothel camp. 
“I raped the girls in the motel 
then took them to the Zuc hill 
[north of Sarajevo!, shot them 
and hid their bodies" he said. 
“1 raped ten girls in their 20s 
and trifled six of them." He 
said he was forced to rape the 
women, under orders from 
his superiors. Several female 
survivors of the brothel 
camps have testified that 
Serb fighters, some of whom 
had been known to them as 
friends and neighbours, were 
forced by their commanders 
to rape them. 

Many Bosnians believe the 
oraanised mass rapes, alleg- 
edly sometimes by Serbs 
brought in from outside, 
serve a darker purpose: to 
prevent local Serbs and Mus- 
lims from ever being able to 
live together again. DrMiha- 
met Sestic, a psychiatrist in 
Zenica. said: ‘These Serbs are 
destroying the culture, the 
tradition and file houses of 
file Muslims. And [by these 
rapes) they destroy relations 
between neighbours.” ' 

□ Amsterdam: Photographs 
revealing atrocities caused by 
nationalism past and present 
went on show on yesterday in 
the house here where Anne 
Frank hid from occupying 
Nazi forces during the second 
world war. 

The Anne Frank Founda- 
tion decided to put on the 
exhibition after the atrocities 
of the war in the Balkans 
were reported. “We decided 
in the first half of this year, 
especially after. all (he stories 
about concentration camps 
in Yugoslavia .. that this 
most be our topic for a new 
exhibition,” an organiser, 
Jaap Thnga said. 

Images of refugees in the 
former Yugoslavia minor 
those of people in 1944 
fleeing the Nazi occupation of 
the Netherlands. Pictures il- 
lustrating spreading nation- 
alism in Germany, Belgium, 
Ireland. Hungary, Romania 
and Ftanoe stand side by 
side. (Rente? 

Additional reporting by 
Alexandra Stiglmayer 


Pentagon 
proposes ^ 
missile 
attacks on 
airfields 

From Jamie Deitmer 

IN WASHINGTON 

AS THE Western powera 
wrangled yesterday about how 
to prevent violations of the 
“no-fly” rone over Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, the Pentagon 
disclosed that its plans tor 
enforcing the flight ban in- 
cluded cruise missile arracks 
on Serb airfields. 

Plans being refined by the 
Pentagon envisage combat air 
patrols by F14 Tomcat fight- 
ers and FA1S Hornet attack 
bombers. The patrols would 
be directed from the aircraft 
carrier USS John F. Kennedy. 

Planes equipped with early 
warning systems would be 
used to monitor Bosnian 
airspace. 

If the United Nations Sec- 
urity Council authorised- the 
allies to enforce the flight ban, 
then sea and air-launched 
Tomahawk cruise missiles 
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could be used to cripple Serbi- 
an-held air bases. Officials 
said that the missiles could be 
equipped with warheads that 
can drop a series of explosives 
along runways. The Pentagon 
believes that it would not be 
difficult to prevent Serbian 
aircraft from violating the 
ban. but acknowledges that it 
would need substantially more 
aircraft if the Serbs reacted 
with anti-aircraft fire. 

The disclosure of some of 
the Pentagon plans are unlike- 
ly to calm British and French 
anxieties about Washington’s 
determination to enforce the 
no-fly zone. While the Bush 
administration wants Western 
forces to be authorised to shoot 
down Serb planes that violate 
the ban and to bomb airfields. 
London and Paris oppose 
granting such broad powers to 
allied pilots. 

A victory in the Serbian 
presidential election for Slobo- 
dan Milosevic the incumbent 
Serb president, is almost cer- 
tain to encourage Washington 
to speed up its efforts to secure 
a UN resolution authorising 
enforcement of the flight ten. 
The administration is against 
the British and French idea of 
giving the Serbs a month’s 
grace before enforcement after 
a resolution is passed. 

State Department officials 
said yesterday attempts to 
secure a resolution had been 
slowed by pleas from Cyrus 
Vance, the special UN envoy, 
for more negotiations. Mr 
Vance has supported the Brit- 
ish and French warnings that 
UN troops in Bosnia could be 
placed in jeopardy by the kind 
of action being considered by 
the Bush administration. 
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How to help a charity 
run a fast food delivery sendee. 


TO MAKE A CREDIT CARD DONATION ANY TIME. ANY DAY, CALL 


0272 226688 


YOU CAN ALSO GIVE AT ANY BRADFORD AND BINGLEY OR MIDLAND BRANCH. 

OR SEND A CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER (PAYABLE TO 1ST AID) TO 1ST AID APPEAL C/0 CAF 
FREEPOST TN2257. TUNBRIDGE WELLS. KENT TN2 5BR. 


1st AID 


disas-i t-:;; m-jjy.F winin'. 7 deiay 




Defiant Panic urges world to snub Milosevic 


FRom Tim Judah and DessaTrevisan in Belgrade 


MILAN Panic, the Yugoslav 
prime minister, yesterday de- 
manded the total internation- 
al isolation of . Slobodan 
Milosevic, the Serbian presi- 
dent, and called on him to 
resign. Mr Panic denied that 
he had been thrashed by Mr 
Milosevic in Sunday’s Serbian 
elections, adding: “The Serbi- 
an people did not elect 
Milosevic ... he cheated, he 
should get out now." 

The prime minister was 
speaking as Vuk Draskovic, a 
leader of Depos, Serbia's 
opposition coalition, daimed 
that the election had been 
to the Iasi detail". He 



that, as far as Depos was 
concerned. Mr Panic was now 
the elected president of Serbia. 

Mr Panic a Serb- American 
businessman, vowing to con- 
tinue fighting, said he had no 
intention of returning to his 
former home ■ in California. 
He added that he hoped to be 
able to weld together and lead 


a united opposition to carry on 
the struggle against Mr Milo- 
sevic “within the system". 

He predicted that opposi- 
tion supporters would come 
into the streets to protest over 
the alleged election fraud but 
said: “I am not calling for an 
uprising, 1 am against unrest 
... 1 do not want to start a civil 

war. " 

The latest results show that 
Mr Milosevic was leading Mr 
Panic by 56 per cent to 35 per 
cent, but Mr Panic has asked 
the electoral commission to 
dedare the results void and to 
call a new election. Interna- 
tional election observers tend 
to agree that Sunday's poll 

was, in the words of one of 
them, “seriously flawed". 

In an interview with The 
Times, Mr Panic said the 
official election results were 


“propaganda" and produced 
opposition figures showing 
that Mr Milosevic had won 4 9 
per cent of the vote to his own 
43 per cent — a result that, if it 
had been officially declared, 
would have required a run-off 
poll. The prime minister said 
he had been handicapped 
from the start because of Mr 
Milosevic’s control of Serbian 
television, but he also blamed 
Western countries for his de- 
feat He accused Western poli- 
ticians of not honouring their 
promises to him to send 
computers for the elections 
and vital television broadcast- 
ing equipment 
Mr Panic said he would 
now call for the total interna- 
tional isolation of the Serbian 
president but stopped short of 
endorsing the call made by 
John Major and others for the 
dosing of Serbia’s frontiers 
and the cutting of postal and 
telecommunications links. “I 
don’t know who that would 



Panic: demanding that 
poll be declared void 

help." he said. “The West 
should ignore Milosevic. No 
one should talk to him. No 
one should bring him mes- 
sages. He should be totally 
isolated." 

M r Panic said he would like 
President Code of Yugoslavia 
to ask him to serve a second 
term as prime minister, add- 
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Belgrade warned to change its ways 


By Our Foreign Staff 

BRITAIN yesterday urged Serbia to 
make “rapid and radical changes" in 
polity as hardline Slobodan Milosevic 
looked certain of being reelected as 
president 

The Foreign Office, in a statement, said 
that although final results had not yet 
teen announced, “we look to the Serbian 
leadership for rapid and radical changes 
in their policies to set the tone for our 
future relationship with them". 

Serbian television, controlled by Mr 
Milosevic, has announced the victory of 
file incumbent president over challenger 
Milan Panic, the prime minister of rump 
Yugoslavia. The West blames Mr 
Milosevic for the conflict in former 
Yugoslavia, while Mr Panic, a moderate, 
has pledged to work for peace and the 
lifting of UN sanctions. 

Yesterday France questioned the fair- 
ness of the presidential election, but said 


that even if Mr Panic lost the vote his 
stance against civil war in Bosnia would 
cany wight Daniel Bernard, the foreign 
ministry spokesman, said: “We must 
await the official results. But, ewn if the 
provisional results are confirmed, there is 
no doubt that the breakthrough achieved 
by Mr Panic constitutes an important 
new event" 

Jacques Chirac, the French opposition 
leader, said yesterday that the European 
Community must take a tougher line 
against Serbia. “If his election is unfortu- 
nately confirmed, the time has come to 
warn Mr Milosevic that we will not 
remain, as we have sadly done for too 
long, powerless in the face of mounting 
“d atrocities." he said in Grenc> 
j a former prime minister. 

Community must “clearly 
Tdl Milosevic we wfll intervene with 
auiOTft to destroy the vital centres of the 
aero army”. 

French politicians and intellectuals 



yesterday petitioned President Mitter- 
rand to launch an ultimatum against 
Belgrade to end Serbian attacks on 
Bosnia. In an open letter, they called on 
him to threaten military action, including 
bombing" Serbian targets, unless Bet 
grade heeds fire ultimatum. 

Signatories included philosopher Ber- 
naiti-Henn L6yy, M6dedns sans 
Frontteres president Rony Brauman, 
former environment minister Brice 
»• members ofparlia- 
mmt Cram the conservative opposition 
and the governing Socialist party. 
Giuliano Amato, the Italian crime 

2E2?#h? 1 ^i ,hBt Europe “WM not 

tolerate the violence and “ethnic deans- 
ing in former Yugoslavia. At his vear- 
end news conference in Rome, he saldri 

continue to fight so that 
without hypocrisy ... we can tel tiES 

^ states founded on 


mg that he expected Mr Cosic 
to honour his pledge to resign 
if. as now seemed likely, the 
federal parliament were con- 
trolled by Mr Milosevic's So- 
cial ist pa rty in alliance with 
the extreme nationalists of the 
Serbian Radical party. 

In Serbia’s southern prov- 
ince of Kosovo yesterday, 
Zeljko Raznjatovic, a militia 
leader better known as Arkan, 
his nora de guerre, celebrated 
his election to the Serbian 
parliament Arkan’s men have 

been accused by the American 
State Department and human 
nghts groups of committing 
numerous atrocities and mass 
executions in Croatia and 
Bosnia. More than 90 percent 
of Kosovo’s population is eth- 
nic Albanian but. heeding 
cafls by their leaders, the? 
boycotted the elections on 
Sunday. 

. Arkan said yesterday that he 

intended to make sure thai 
Kosovo will no longer be a 
problem for Yugoslavia". He 
said that he wanted to see (l 
Vojtslav Seselj, the Radical 
party leader, made minister of 
defence or put in charge of the 
police. Mr Seselj has called for 
the mass deportation of ethnic 
Albanians and other non- 
kerbs from Serbia. 

□ Bonn: Klaus KinkeL the 
Gentian foreign minister, said 
yesterday that he would regret 
a victory ty Mr Milosevic. "If 
that is to be, we will naturally 
J*. SOrr y forther important 
UP? fowe lost with 
which we had hoped to influ- 
there." Herr 

Knticel fold German radio. 

He stopped short of calling 
for the political isolatfonof 
JSi 3, whlch , tiie outside 
world accuses Of being respon- 
sible for the war in Bosnia? It 

HSf.iH 0 ^ said * hax it 
would not be eaw “as the 

^ have to be 
ramed by the people . . , which 
on one side \w are trying to 
avoid and on another is 
unavoidable". (Reuter} 
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Decisions on cabinet 
delayed as Yeltsin 
consults his allies 

■ An unusuaBy sflent Yeltsin has taken a break in the country, 
leaving bemna him increasing worries ahnut the fnte nf reform 


FtaOM Anne McElvoy in Moscow 


PRESIDENT Yeltsin abrupt- 
ly left the Kremlin for his 
country residence yesterday, 
delaying the announcement of 
the new Russian cabinet He 
also cancelled the Common- 
wealth of Independent Stales 
summit scheduled for Christ- 
mas Day. pleading a “mild 
cold". Observers believe, how- 
ever. that he simply has too 
much else on his plate. 

Mr Yeltsin's spokesman 
said he had retreated “to study 
documents" and intended to 
hold talks with Anatoli 
Chubais, his privatisation 
chief, and Aleksandr Shokhin. 
the deputy prime minister, 
who are both considered 
prime movers in the reformist 
cause. Only then would he 
have -talks with Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, the prime 
minister, about the final shape 
of the new government 

Another young minister, 
Pyotr Aven. who was responsi- 
ble for foreign trade and was 
Russia’s chief negotiator in 
debt talks with the West, 
resigned yesterday afternoon. 
With the Russian cabinet in a 
stale of more than usual chaos, 
it was undear whether he had 
decided that the policy drift 
Mr Chernomyrdin has indi- 
cated in several statements 
was incompatible with a rapid 
transition to the bee market 
and left on a point of principle 
or whether he had learnt that 
Mr Yeltsin planned to sacri- 
fice him and resigned before 
he was pushed. 


The air of unpredictability 
hanging over Moscow is in- 
tensified by the unusual si- 
lence from Mr Yeltsin who, 
since arriving back early from 
China, has remained publicly 
inactive as the disorder grows 
around him. The uncertainty 
about Russia’s next moves, as 
much as the removal of Mr 
Aven, is likely to further unset- 
tle Western creditors. 

While the new prime minis- 
ter emphasised yesterday that 
there were "no acute differ- 
ences” with Mr Yetein on the 
composition of a new govern- 
ment. rumours of more cabi- 
net changes persisted, with 
Mr Shokhin reported by die 
Interfax news agency to be 
unsure of remaining. EUa 
Pamfflova. responsible for so- 
cial security and the only 
woman in the cabinet, re- 
signed on Monday. 

Parliament yesterday re- 
fused Mr Yeltsin’s request that 
an article be inserted in the 
constitution stating that he 
holds the chief executive pow- 
er in Russia- It did, however, 
concede him the right to 
dismiss his prime minister— a 
significant advantage in any 
future power battle with Mr 
Chernomyrdin. 

Reformist ministers had 
earlier pledged to stay in the 
cabinet and fight for their 
strategy, but a leak from a 
senior official in the Central 
Bank that there was to be a 
£1.53 billion injection of state 
funds into the economy and a 



Azerbaijan taps 
into oil jackpot 

From Bruce Clark in baioj 


\I7hiIc Georgians tong 
W sulkily far the dobx 
vita of years past and 
blockaded Armenia teeters 
on the edge of starvation, 
their Muslim neighbours in 
Azerbaijan, whom they 
used to despise as poor 
relations, are sitting more 
or less comfortably. 

The streets of crime-rid- 
den Tbilisi and energy- 
starved Yerevan are deser- 
ted after dark; while in 
Baku the acrid, blustery 
night air is still rent by an 
impressive cacophony of 
badly tuned car engines. 

True, the tapwater in the 
world's oldest oO city is still 
brownish-black, and it can 
take afi morning to tele- 
phone a neighbouring sub- 
urb. Moreover, a wretched, 
brutalising war with the 
Armenians — whose 3,000 
victims must include at 
least 1.000 women and 
children — has taken its 
toll economically and psy- 
chologically. There are ferns 
of a “war of cities” in which 
the two sides exchange 
Scud missiles. 

But there is stiD an 
unmistakeablc sense in 
Baku that an important, 
prosperous and unpredict- 
able new power is emerging 
in Transcaucasia and the 
Middle East 

It shares a language with 
Turkey, a religion — Sbia 
Islam — with Iran, an 
administrative ami educa- 
tional system with Russia, 
and some vital commercial 
interests with the corpora- 
tions of the West It has 

enjoyed remarkably cordial 

contacts with Israel while 
ties with Iran have been 
strained by the lobbying of 
some nationalist Azer- 
baijanis on behalf of the 
millions of Azerbaijani 
speakers who are also Iran- 
ian citizens. 

Now, as 100 years ago, 
when the Rothschilds and 
the Nobels turned Baku 
into a boom town, the toy 
to Azerbaijan's rising pros- 
perity lies in the black 
liquid which oozes out of 
the ground along the banks 
of the Caspian Sea. 

While tne Soviet break- 
up left most republics with 

weak, lopsided economies. 


Azerbaijan found itself sit- 
ting on a small Eldorado in 
the form of at least 350 
million tonnes of petro- 
leum deposits deep be- 
neath the sea. This is too 
deep far local technology to 
exploit; but annual oil out- 
put is expected to double 
over the next five yean, to 
at least 25 million tonnes, 
as corporations such as BP 

and Amoco get to work. 

This is one reason for the 
firmness with which Azer- 
baijan — despite steadily 
increasing cultural, polit- 
ical and economic ties with 

Ankara —rejects the idea of 
incorporation intoa greater 
Turkey. “We have got rid of 
one elder brother — the 
Soviet Union,” says Nadjaf 
Nadjafov, a journalist and 
spokesman for President 
Elchlbey. "We now have a 
deep conviction that we 
don’t need any more elder 
brothers.” 

I n a claim that demands a 
leap of the imagination, 
as one contemplates the 
rundown and ecologically 
blighted dty, Mr Nadjafov 
envisages Azerbaijan be- 
coming a kind of Switzer- 
land of the Near East 
To a Westerner, Azerbai- 
jan feels a bit like an Arab 
country in the 1950s or 
1960s after die overthrow 
of a tame, semi-colonial 
regime: a prickly young 
state is beginning to flex its 
economic, cultural and mil- 
itary muscles but is unsure 
which way to leap. 

There are pockets of sup- 
port for militant Islam; 
slightly larger ones for the 
idea of some 7hridc polit- 
ical entity stretching from 
China to Bulgaria. But 
these could founder on the 
same rocks of personal 
ambitions and conflicting 
interests as the grandiose 
plans for Arab unity. 

The strumpet dty on the 
Caspian, home in Leamd 
Brezhnev’s day to the hot- 
test discothetpies and the 
shortest miniskirts hi the 
Soviet Union, is keeping its 
admirers guessing. 

□ Moscow. Azeibaijan*® 
parliament adopted a law 
- — —*■" Turkish as the 


general shift away from mone- 
tary control seems to have 
made some ministers recon- 
sider. Mr Yeltsin .has denied 
that the government intends to 
risk an inflationary spiral by 
pumping state funds into in- 
dustry. but wide differences 
remain with Mr Chernomyr- 
din on economic strategy. 

□ Rival’s advice: Mikhail 
Gorbachev, the former Soviet 
president yesterday, advised 
Mr Yeltsin, his rival when he 
was in office, to draw support 
from the forces of the centre in 
parliament instead of relying 
on radical reformers. Mr 
Gorbachev told the daily 
Nesovisimoya Gazeta that 
during the recent session of 
the Congress of People’s Dep- 
uties, "there emerged a dear 
centrist force", i 



Fit for a long journey: one 

into space in the Bion rocket which is 


v >ing a series of medical tests at a Moscow institute in preparation for a voyage 
to beiaunched on Monday for a joint Russian-Araerican scientific project 
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Israeli court rejects 
pleas to let trapped 
deportees return 


■ Israel dispatched more troops to the Lebanon bolder area, 
fearing a new attempt by Palestinians to re-enter Israeli-held territory 


From Ben Lynfield in Jerusalem and Christopher Walker in Beirut 


ISRAEL'S supreme court yes- 
terday rejected appeals to al- 
low back the 4 1 5 Palestinians 
expelled last week. Troop rein- 
forcements were rushed to die 
border area with Lebanon, to 
prevent a second attempt by 
die deportees to return to 
Israeli-held territory hum no 
man's land. 

Chief Justice MeirShamgar 
said the deportees were nowin 
territory under Lebanese juris- 
diction. in an apparent en- 
dorsement of the argument by 
Israel's state attorney that 
Israel was no longer responsi- 
ble for them. The unanimous 
decision came at the end of die 
third day of the court’s consid- 
eration of petitions bum the 
deportees’ lawyers, Avigdor 
Feldman and Emad Dakwar, 
to bring them back or other- 
wise assure theirweU-being on 
the grounds that they had not 
been accepted into Lebanon 
and that Israel was therefore 
still responsible for them 
under international law. 

Lieutenant General Ehud 
Barak, the Israeli army chief 
of staff, making his second 
court appearance in defence of 
the expulsions, disputed the 
daim that the lives of the 
deportees, said to be leaders 
and activists of the Hamas 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
and the Islamic Jihad group, 
were endangered in the “un- 
ce riant" conditions of Leba- 
nese no man’s land. “In my 
opinion, there is no danger to 
the life or safety of the depor- 
tees as long as they do nothing 
unreasonable," General Bar 
rak said. But he added that 
“warning shots will be fired 
again” if they tried to move to 
the security zone. 

Earlier, the deportees 
trudged back to their tents 
after coming under heavy 
machinegun and mortar fire 
closer to the heavily mined 
border crossing into the Israeli 



Israeli 

occupied 


buffer zone. A spokesman for 
the deportees said that differ- 
ent types of protest action were 
being planned in the camp 
but would give no details. The 
Palestinians are aware of die 
strong media interest in their 
plight and determined to 
maintainit. 

Observers said that two 
more deportees were injured 
in the overnight shelling, one 
man seriously, but he was not 
found until a morning count 
had prompted a search. A total 
of five have been wounded 
since Israeli-backed Lebanese 
militiamen used live ammuni- 
tion to repel the efforts of the 
exiles, cha ntin g Islamic slo- 
gans. to return southwards. 

The stand-off. inconvenient- 
ly for Israel taking place in the 
foil glare of world publicity, 
grew more critical as Lebanon 
moved to block all attempts by 
outside agencies, including 
the Red Cross, to provide relief 
to the Palestinians passing 
their sixth night in uncomfort- 
able limbo. 

The refusal to allow in aid 
was ordered by Rafik Hariri, 
the prime minister, to back up 
his assertion that the fate of the 
Palestinians is entirety Israel's 
responsibility. A spokesman 
for the exiles, 30 of whom 
were reported to be suffering 
from severe diarrhoea, said 
that ffie camp's supply of dean 


Stranglehold on 
Kabul tightens 

From Andrew Finkel in kabul 


T he barbarian at the gate 
is an 18-yearold who 
appears to want nothing 
more than the chance to 
practise his English. He 
mans the checkpoint at the 
eastern entrance to Kabul 
and is, residents of the 
Afghan capital believe, in- 
flicting hardship by restrict- 
ing what supplies reach it 
The Soviet-built flats not 
far from fils post may never 
have been suitable for Ka- 
bul's extremes of dimate, 
but fuel for the winter now 
costs four times an annual 
wage. Apartment dwellers 
go to wells for water and 
huddle over campfires to 
cook. Many have sent their 
families away, in contrast to 
previous years when people 
came to Kabul for safety. 

Afteryears of civil war, the 
the capital is controlled 
from the countryside. Ad- 
ministration consists of lay- 
ing sandbags and dig ging 
gun emplacements. As rival 
factions jostle for power, 
they are strangling Kabul 
Few in the city hold any 
hope that, by summoning 
the Shura Hal-o-Aqad. the 
interim president. Burfia- 
nuddin Rabbani. will bring 
about a political solution. 
The sbura is a representa- 
tive assembly that Mr 
Rabbani hopes will reselect 
him as president and pave 
the way for a new constitu- 
tion. However, most of his 
rivals have rejected this. 

The fighting that erupted 
a fortnight ago is the price of 
disunity. Shu Hazaras who 
dominate one part of Kabul 
fought ethnic Tajik troops 
loyal to Ahmad Shah Ma- 
sood, the defence minister. 
This prompted a third force, 
an Uzbek militia loyal to 
General Abdul Rashid 
Dostam. to occupy key 
points in the city. 

Any long-term solution 
will need the approval of 
General Dostam. whose de- 
fection from the Najibullah 
regime last April helped 
bring it down. A solution 
will also require the consent 
of the fundamentalist 
Ptashtim nationalist party. 
Hezb-i-Islanri. Ibis is led by 
Gidbuddm Hekmatyar. who 
controls much of die vital 
supply route to Pakistan. 

Aid agencies involved in 
reconstruction pass through 
up to 40 checkpoints be- 
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tween Kabul and Jalalabad. 
Some are manned by noth- 
ing more threa tening t han 
stuffed dummies, but others 
mean business. Even the 
United Nations has had 
lorrytoads of grain and vehi- 
cles seized. 

Exacting tolls is a time- 
honoured practice in Af- 
ghanistan, but few doubt 
that Mr Hekmatyar. who 
launched a bloody but un- 
successful attack on Kabul 
in August is trying to fo- 
ment discontent Hezb-i- 
Islami can also control the 
power supply to Kabul from 
dams to the east 

M any believe more 
bloodshed could be 
avoided if the . nine 
Mujahidin leaders and Gen- 
eral Dostam agreed on a 
president among them- 
selves. The most Ukety candi- 
dates would be figures 
without strong military sup- 
port Syed Ahmed Gaflani. 
who has royalist leanings, is 
in the running, as is Younis 
Khalis, who enjoys hardline 
IsJ&raic support 
It is a confusing prospect 
for Kabul residents, who 
long for nothing more than 
peace and a few hours of 
electricity. There was a rare 
glimpse of what political co- 
operation might bring when 
a World Food Programme 
convoy negotiated its way 
into Kabul at the beginni n g 
of foe week and was waved 
through by the young Hezb- 
Hslami guard at the final 
checkpoint No sooner had 
the convoy arrived, however, 
than fi ghting broke out 
again. A rocket landed in the 
bazaar killing ten people, 
including two children. 

□ Highway dash: Fighting 
flared on the road east from 
Kabul to Pakistan as Hezb-i- 
Islami fighters attacked de- 
fence ministry forces a mile 
from the capital (AFP) 


drinking water was almost 
exhausted and that food and 
medical supplies were run- 
ning low. 

As if to underline the harm 
being caused to Israel’s inter- 
national image by the im- 
passe, only journalists and 
cameramen were being al- 
lowed past die last Lebanese 
army checkpoint before the 
tents while United Nations 
relief trucks and ambulances 
were held back. 

The ugty camp, erected 
amid barren hills , began to 
take on a more permanent 
look during the day as some of 
the Palestinians started to dig 
latrines and others acquired 
pieces of corrugated-iron 
sheeting to provide protection 
against the bad weather 
conditions. 

The tough stand taken by 
the Lebanese government has 
boosted the standing of Mr 
Hariri, a billionaire business- 
man whose appointment in 
October has given the country 
a new confidence after years of 
aril war. “It is not our 
responsibility. It is just not 
normal. Lebanon is not a 
dumping ground." stated Mr 
Hariri who has dose contacts 
with both the Syrian and 
Saudi governments. 

There is quiet satisfaction in 
Lebanon at the extreme em- 
barrassment that the incident 
is causing Israel abroad. For 
tins reason co-operation is 
being given to Western report- 
ers media, who, until recently, 
would have faced the possibili- 
ty of being kidnapped in 
Lebanon. Beirut’s sheH- 
scarred international airport is 
now crowded with drivers 
holding up signboards to 
greet the new arrivals from 
press and television. 

Yitzhak Rabin, foe Israeli 
prime minister, told the 
Knesset foreign affairs and 
defence committee, that he 
personalty authorised the fir- 
ing of shells over the heads of 
foe deportees. “To the best of 
my knowledge not one person 
was hurt Everything was a 
shew. The proof is that no one 
was shown in hospital” an 
official quoted Mr Rabin as 
saying during the dosed ses- 
sion. Mr Rabin also attacked 
the Association for Citizens’ 
Rights in Israel for filing the 
injunction that forced su- 
preme court scrutiny of the 
deportations. Leaders of the 
left-wing Meretz party, Mr 
Rabin’s coalition allies, urged 
him to follow up the deporta- 
tions with overtures to the 
Palestine Liberation Organis- 
ation, saying failure to do so 
would be “a halMone job". 

In foe Gaza Strip, foe army 
lifted a weeklong dosure in 
selected areas, allowing at 
least 2.200 Palestinians to 
cross into Israel for work But 
most of the area’s 700,000 
residents remained confined 
to their homes by army order. 
In the West Bank. Palestin- 
ians shut their shops for the ' 
fifth consecutive day in a 
commercial strike to protest 
the deportations. 

Arab citizens of Israel held a 
one-day strike to show solidar- 
ity. dosing schools and shops 
in villages throughout north- 
ern Israel. 

Letters, page 13 



Power politics: Bill Clinton listens as Hazel O’Leary, ! 
in little Rock, Arkansas. Richard Riley, the governor of South' 


, addresses the press 
education secretary 


Allies take comfort after Clinton 
signals cautious foreign policy 


From Jamie Deztmer in Washington 


BILL Clinton, the US presi- 
dent-elect. was expected yester- 
day to name Warren Christ- 
opher. a former aide in Jimmy 
Carter's administration, as his 
Secretary of State, and Les 
Asp in. a Democrat congress- 
man and a known hawk in 
foreign affairs, as defence 
secretary. 

The appointments are likely 
to go some way in reassuring 
Western allies that the untest- 
ed Mr Clinton is likely to be 
cautious and moderate in his 
foreign policy. The expected 
appointment of Anthony 
Lake, a noted scholar of inter- 
national relations, as national 
security adviser trill also cause 
few worries in European 
capitals. 

Mr Christopher is an expe- 
rienced foreign policy profes- 
sional He is a conservative 
and establishment figure. Mr 
Asp in iswefl known to foreign 
governments, having served 
for many years as chairman of 
foe House of Representatives’ 
armed services committee. He 
supported Operation Desert 
Storm in the Gulf war and is 
unlikely to have much time for 
dovish Carter-type notions. 
Mr Lake is also not a rock-foe- 
boat figure, despite resigning 
as an aide to Henry Kissinger. 
Richard Nixon’s Secretary of 
State, when the United States 
went into Cambodia. Mr Lake 
ran the policy planning sec- 
tion in the State Department 
during the Carter administra- 
tion and is a respected scholar 
of international relations. 

The selection of the team 
had been anxiously awaited by 


diplomats in Washington, 
who have been struggling to 
predict Mr Clinton’s foreign 
policy. Throughout the presi- 
dential election campaign Mr 
Clinton said that if elected he 
tould be the “domestic presi- 
dent”, concentrating on 
America's economic and so- 
cial QIs. He would not be like 
President Bush and place a 
higher priority on being a 
“world leader”. Signalling 
how domestic issues were up- 
permost in his mind, Mr 
Clinton’s first cabinet appoint- 
ments consisted of economic 
jobs. 

Onty in the past three weeks, 
as the Balkan conflict wors- 
ened and Western fears grew 
for foe reform process in 
Moscow, has the Clinton 
camp folly realised that inter- 
national problems will beset 
the new president Six days 
ago Mr Clinton acknowl- 
edged in a speech that “onty 
the United States can play the 
leadership role”. 

His outline of foreign policy 
objectives mixed Bush-like 
ambitions with Carter-tike 
hopes. He said he wanted to 
* remake America’s foreign pol- 
icy for the post-Cold war era. 
reshape the country’s armed 
forces, boost the nation’s com- 
petitiveness. promote free 
markets and democracy 
throughout the world and “to 
stick up for the alleviation of 
human suffering”. 

Mr Clinton’s aides say that 
he wfll take an active role in 
deciding the administration’s 
foreign policy and the extent 
and limits of what the United 


States can do on foe world 
stage. “From what we know of 
his record, he's not very good 
at being a hands-off execu- 
tive,^ said Stephen Hess, ctf 
the Brookings Institution: .- 
Mr Clinton's foreign policy* 
brief is as wide as arty Ameri- 
can president has hadtoiace. 
“Essentially we have to erect a 
whole new conceptual basis 
for foreign policy after the 
Cold war,” said Will Marshall 
foe president of foe Progres- 
sive Policy Institute. Mr Clin- 
ton's favourite think-tank. 
“There is now a vacuum. The 
old rationale no longer works 
and the new one isn't dear ." . 
According to Theodore 
Sorensen, who served as spe- 
cial counsel to John Kennedy, 
the. president-elect will be 
“standing at a crossroads, 
looking at conflicting sign- 
posts and holding outdated 
maps”. 



Aspin: hawkish figure 
who is known abroad 


Some Democrats who want- 
ed to see a more creative 
foreign policy team will no 
doubt criticise Mr Clinton’s 
selections. Whether this team 
can be as smooth-running as 
Mr Bush’s remains to be seen. 
James Baker. Richard Cheney 
and Brriit Scdwcroft had 
worked together since foe 
mid-1970s. 

Even with this conservative 
team, foe question remains 
whether Mr Clinton will be 
sure-footed. His statements in 
the autumn on reversing the 
Bush administration’s ban on 
Haitian - refugees alarmed 
State Department officials, 
who argue that it could trigger 
another wave of boat people 
seeking a securer life in the 
United States. In the case of 
foe Balkan war, the interven- 
tion in Somalia. Russia's 
struggle to reform and Iraq, 
the president-elect will have to 
show better instincts. 

“There is nothing more 
difficult to take in hand, more 
perilous to conduct than to 
take foe lead in foe introduc- 
tion of a new order of things.” 
Nicolo Machiavefli advised 
his prince.- As the old world 
gives way to the new. Mr 
Clinton stands at an interna- 
tional crossroads, every bit as 
confusing as the junction War- 
ren Harding faced in 1920 
and Harry Truman confront- 
ed in 1948. Harding chose 
isolationism and may have 
contributed by his inaction to 
the rise of European fascism. 
Truman opted to become the 
architect of the Cold war 
order. 


Sihanouk 
appeals 
for halt to 
shelling 

Phnom Penh: Khmer Rouge 

guerrillas have unleashed 
heavy artillery 
northwest Cambodia to .test 
foe resolve of United Nations 
peacekeepers, senior Phnom 
Penh officials stud. Fighting 
around the town of Plum 
Bawl also threatens foe pro- 
vincial capital BattambaiUk. • 
In foe past week shelling fry 
Khmer Rouge and govern- 
ment forces across foe 
Mongkol Borei river at BaveL 
25 miles northwest of 
Battambang, has sent at feast 

10.000 civilians fleeing from 
their homes. Many had just 
been repatriated from refugee 
camps in Thailand. 

Pnnce Norodom Sihanouk, 
foe Cambodian leader, and 
Yasushi Akashi. head of the 
United Nations peacekeeping 
missi on, have condemned the 
violence and appealed for a 
halt to foe shelling. 

The Khmer Rouge have 
refused to disarm or allow 
voters to register in their zones 
for elections scheduled for 
May. In the past month they 
have directly challenged the 
UN by kidnapping groups* of 
peacekeeping troops on four 
occasions. (Reuter) 

Fire sweeps city 

Ottawa: Fire, driven by strong 
winds, raced through the 
heart of St John's, capital of 
Newfoundland, forcing about 

1.000 people from their 
homes and causing damage 
estimated at millions of dol- 
lars. The cause was not imm- 
ediately known. 

Ramos appeals 

Manila: President Ramos ap- 
pealed to Kang Fahd to spare 
two Filipinos said to be facing 
execution on Christmas Day 
for preaching Christianity in 
Saudi Arabia. They have been 
in prison for two months after 
allegedly trying to build a 
church. (AP) 

Death duty 

Washington: An American 
public ethics group has said 
people have “a social duty” to 
give up their organs upon 
death. The Communitarian 
Network proposes mandatory 
donation of organs for trans- 
plants unless the person or a 
relative objects. (AP) 

Nuclear protest 

Port- Vila, Vanuatu: 

Greenpeace has accused Ja- 
pan of breaking a pledge not 
to let its plutonium freighter. 
Akatsuki Maru, sail through 
the territorial waters of 
Vanuatu and the Solomon I* 
lands, which have lodged 
strong protests against the ves- 
sel’s passage. (AFP) 

Reprisal feared 

Delhi: Indian authorities are 
reinforcing security for the Taj 
Mahal, fearing an attack on 
foe monument to love, follow- 
ing foe destruction of foe Mo- 
ghul-built Ayodhya mosque 
by Hindu zealots. Visitors wfll 
have to be screened by metal 
detectors. (AFP ) 

Petrol banned 

Seoul: South Korea will ban 
foe sale of leaded petrol from 
January 1 to help cut pollu- 
tion, the energy ministry said. 
Leaded petrol currently ac- 
counts for onty 1-4 per cent of 
total petrol sales here and 
Seoul suffers acutely from 
pollution. (Reuter) 


Paper boy injured 
in wave of violence 

From Ray Kennedy in Johannesburg 


AN eight-year-old boy on his 
morning paper round yester- 
day became the latest white 
casualty of the indiscriminate 
violence that has reduced 
South Africa to a state of 
nervous terror. 

Tin us Swart was delivering 
papers in Randburg, a dormi- 
tory town on foe outskirts of 
Johannesburg, when gunmen 
in a car opened fire on a 
minibus carrying black com- 
muters to work. Tin us was 
wounded in foe legs by foe 
buffets, but should be out of 
hospital by Christmas. 

Captain Eugene Opper- 
man, the police spokesman for 
foe Johanesburg area, said 
two other people were wound- 
ed but dedined to identity 
them. The gunmen's car, spot- 
ted later at a nearby shopping 
centre, was chased through a 
white suburb. Three men were 
being held but a fourth, armed 
with an AK47 automatic rifle, 
e sca p ed- 

The killing of a white girl, 
aged 14,atfoeweekendonan 
farm near Ficksburg in Or- 
ange Free State, dose to foe 


border of independent Leso- 
tho, and of an dderty white 

farmer on Monday night at 
Theunissen. northeast of 
Bloemfontein, the province's 
capital, has created an atmo- 
sphere of panic and distrust 
In Johannesburg, there is an 
uneasy awareness among the 
Christinas shopping crowds 
that borders on panic. 

Yesterday the government 
proclaimed 23 magisterial dis- 
tricts in the eastern Orange 
fYee State and the eastern 
Cape Province as “unrest ar- 
eas", which gives foe police 
extra power of arrest and 
detention. In Transvaal com- 
mando units of the army have 
been put on alert in case foe 
violence spreads. 

Predictably foe ultra-right 
wing got info the act and 
Eugene Terre Blanche, leader 
of the neo-Nazi Afrikaner 
Resistance Movement said 
yesterday that foe movement 
would do all in its power to 
prevent a tt acks on whites. He 
called on foe government to 
provide subsidised electrified 
fences around farms. 


State bank 
denies 
aiding Moi 

From Reuter 

IN NAIROBI 

KENYA’S central hanlc 
pouted scorn yesterday on 
opposition charges that it 
was printing money to fi- 
nance President Moi’s cam- 
paign to retain power in 
next week’s elections. 

The bank took foe unusu- 
al step of issuing a long 
s t a t e me nt denying charges 
that it had ordered the 
equivalent of £125 mfnin n 
in local currency to finan«» 
the election campaign of the 
ruling Kenya African Nat- 
ional Union. 

The charges were the lat- 
est by key opposition figures 
claiming that President Moi 
and his supporters are fight- 
ing a dirty campaign to ding 
to power. The opposition 
says the government is 
handing out money to buy 
the loyalty of its supporters 
and to bnbe its candidates 
to withdraw from the pofl. 


US-led troops press inland to 
reach Somalia famine towns 


From Paul Holmes in Mogadishu 


A THOUSAND US Marines 
and French troops headed for 
foe Somali interior yesterday 
in a Christmas push which 
will extend Operation Restore 
Hope to Baidera and three 
other famine-hit towns. 

As columns of vehides 
snaked out of Mogadishu at 
dawn. Washington was again 
under pressure from the Uni- 
ted Nations secretary-general 
to disarm Somalia's feuding 
warlords and gun-toting 
gangs of looters. Boutros 
Boutros Ghali said in a long 
report that the American-led 
task force should stay in Soma- 
lia until security was estab- 
lished and spread their 
mission to foe whole country. 

“It would be a tragedy if foe 
premature departure or re- 
modelling of foe unified task 
force were to plunge Somalia 
back into anarchy and starva- 
tion.'’ Dr Boutros Ghali said. 

Ali Mahdi Muhammad, 
the main warlord in north 
Mogadishu, was to move his 
"technicals" — the locals' 
name for trucks armed with 
madiineguns and rocket 


launchers — out of the capital 
yesterday under a deal with 
his rival General Muham- 
mad Farrah Aidid. who with- 
drew his technicals on 
Monday. The deal imple- 
ments part of a seven-point 
peace accord the two men 
agreed on December 1 1, two 
days after the start of foe 
multinational armed mission 
to keep food for famine victims 
safe from pillaging gunmen. 
The accord was brokered by 
America, but Washington said 
foe task of disarming a coun- 
try awash with weapons 
should fail to UN peacekeep- 
ers who will eventually replace 
the 38,000 American and 
foreign troops involved in 
Operation Restore Hope. 

Gunmen and their techni- 
cals have mostly faded into the 
bush ahead of the landing of 
task force troops at Mogadi- 
shu Bali Dogle airfield, 
Btodoa and foesouthem port 
or Kismayu since December 9. 
American and French forces 
nave fired on technicals that 
venture into areas they control, 
perceiving them as hostile. At 


least four Somalis have been 
killed and up to 14 injured. 

Signs emerged yesterday, 
however, that the gunmen 

Tnrf .bolder as foe 

/UU US Mannes and 300 
French troops left Mogadishu 
torport in several convoys for 
^ journey north- 

west to Baidoa, Somalia’s “city 
d “ th "- Colonel Buck 
Bedard told his marines to 
teep their weapons well on 
show on foe road to Baidoa, 

*• "“iter of Somalis 
brandnhmg guns had in- 
creased in recent days. "I don’t 
know what foe hell is causing 
this hostility, but you better be 
“J^of ll - This is no time to 
crash back and sleep “ he said, 
nc marines will fan out 
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^flooded ZteZ 
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Brittan chosen to steer EC through critical world trade talks 



Delors: shuffled his 
team for last time 


From George brock 

IN BRUSSELS 

JACQUES Delors shuffled his Euro- 
pean commissioners for foe third and 
last time yesterday, making Britain's 
senior commissioner the ECs top trade 
negotiator as the world trade talks 
enter a critical phase. 

M Delors' new team contains a few 
stars and sturdy veterans but is weak 
lower in the batting order. M Delore, 
who will end his term as president of 
the Commission at the end of 1 994 if 
he does not leave Brussels sooner to 
ron for the French presidency, has 
found it hard ro attract politically 
influential commissioners because 
another reshuffle is scheduled in two 
years — if the Maastricht treaty comes 
into force. The Commission proposes 
and enforces EC law. but its powers in 
foreign and immigration policy are 
weak 

The largest change revealed by 
yesterday’s share-out of responsibilities 
reflects revolutionary changes in the 
international system of recent years. 


Foreign affaire will now be split 
between Hans van den Broek, the 
outgoing Dutch foreign minister, and 
Britain’s senior commissioner. Sir 
Leon Brittan. Mr van den Broek will 
handle the Commission's political 
diplomacy and its responsibilities for 
foreign policymaking under the M aas- 
trichr treaty as well as the talks on 
bringing Austria. Sweden, Finland 
and Norway into the EC. 

Sir Leon emerged from weeks of 
horse- trading with responsibility for 
external trade negotiations and (he aid 
programmes for Eastern Europe and 
the former Soviet Union. Sir Leon, 
who has run competition policy for the 
last four years, will remain in the 
limelight being involved in the talks 
on the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade in Geneva. Suspended for 
two years while the EC and America 
inched towards a deal on farm subsi- 
dies. the talks are restarting with 
difficulty and the Commission’s nego- 
tiators are under attack from a French 
government bent on unravelling the 
unity of the ECs stance. 


As two strong political personalities 
dividing newly-demarcated subjects 
which can overlap. Mr van den Broek 
and Sir Leon could easily be entangled 
in the kind of internal row which has 
damaged the Commission’s credibility 
in the world trade talks. But both wen 
are on the centre-right and will realise 
that they can only exercise any leverage 
against M Delors, a socialist if they 
stick together. M Delors will be waiyof 
both men. Sir Leon is advocates too 
liberal economic policies for his liking 
and Mr van den Broek is a watchful 
opponent of M Defors’s characteristi- 
cally French wish to tug Europe away 
from the Atlantic alliance. 

M Delore would like to keep a dose 
eye on the diplomatic portfolio, which 
he is finally relinquishing -to a fellow 
commissioner, try inserting one of his 
closest aides. Pascal Lamy, as Mr van 
den Broek’s most senior official. M 
Lamy, a French official with a fear- 
some reputation as an enforcer of M 
Delors’ edicts, is expected to run in next 
spring's parliamentary election in 
France and lose. He will then be 


looking for a job back in Brussels. M 
Delors has rewarded his current fa- 
vourite, Karel van Miert. a Belgian, 
with the supervision of competition 
policy — and has broken the unwritten 
rule which has barred socialist com- 
missioners from that job. The appoint- 
ment win stir fears that the political 
discretion built into EC competition 
polity will be used as a form of dirigiste 
industrial policy. But Mr van Miert 
wiU have to follow the precedents 
established by his two effective prede- 
cessors, and was indeed a notable 
promoter of free-raarket solutions in 
his job as transport commissioner. 

□ Ottawa: A dispute between Canada 
and the EC has been resolved, at least 
temporarily, with an agreement tty the 
ir fishir 


Europeans to curtail their fishing 
activities off Newfoundland. The EC 
has pledged to honour quotas set by the 
Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organis- 
ation. a 12-country alliance that in- 
cludes EC members and Canada. 

Leading article, page 13 
Business comment page 19 
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Dutch DC 1 0 pilots 
relive moments 
before Faro crash 

■ Investigators will be keen to 
assess how far wind was to blame 

By Harvey Elliott, air correspondent 



Cup of comfort a woman wounded in the Dutch DC 10 crash at Faro in southern 
Portugal giving her baby a drink before flying home to Holland yesterday 


Experts discount sanctions 
as cause of Libyan disaster 

By David Watts, di plomattc correspondent 


THE pilots of the Dutch 
DC 10 which crashed in Por- 
tugal with the loss of 54 lives 
provided investigators yester- 
day with the first full descrip- 
tion of the last few moments of 
their ill-fated attempt to land 
in conditions which required 
flying skills of the highest 
order. 

Without even realising it 
they may have encountered 
windshear — one of the most 
feared of all meteorological 
conditions — ar the most 
critical time of landing. 

The phenomenon is so com- 
mon in parts of America and 
the Far East that well over 1 00 
airports have now installed 
sophisticated warning devices 
to enable pilots to divert before 


SURVIVORS of the Dutch 
Martinair DC10 crash in 
southern Portugal began re- 
turning home yesterday. At 
the same time investigators 
were stiff trying to identity the 
bodies of the 54 holiday- 
makers who died in MoncLa/s 
disaster at Faro airport 

In Amsterdam, relatives 
weeping with relief met the 
first group of survivors to 
return, two passengers and 
seven crew members. Offici- 
als said most of the 286 
survivors of die charter flight 
who were fit enough to travel 
would return home later on 
two aircraft, one of which can 
carry at least 40 stretcher 
patients. 

In Faro, some of the survi- 
vors of the 340 people origi- 
nally on board Flight 495 sat 
in a hotel bar into the early 
hours of yesterday dying to 
piece together details of the 
crash. Wim Kodxnan, 27, a 
Dutch botanist from Utrecht 


they enter the danger zone. 
Most new aircraft are also 
fitted with detection equip- 
ment which gives an indica- 
tion on the instrument panel 
and some of the latest even 
have an insistent voice warn- 
ing of “windshear'*. 

Because the problem is less 
common in Europe, Euro- 
pean airports, including Faro, 
do not provide the necessary 
monitoring equipment and 
the DC10 is not fitted with 
detection instruments. Pilots 
are. however, now routinely 
trained how to fty through the 
conditions — also known as 
microbursts — where the be- 
haviour of the wind has been 
likened to that of water tipped 
from a bucket onto a flat 


explained how he tried to 
calm his Mend as the jet flew 
through turbulence. H I told 
him. ‘I’m a scientist — we’re 
objective’." he said. “I told 
him a crash was improbable. I 
was trying to remember the 
exact probability when we 
smashed into the ground." 

Klaus Leiwemann. 22, said: 
“We crashed and everything 
was blade— there was smoke 
and no air. Then the roof fell 
down in front of us and 
suddenly there were flames. 
Me and my friend climbed 
over the seats towards the 
back and got out through a 
door in the side." 

Marcel Meenwesse, 26, a 
carpenter who was seated 
towards the rear of the airlin- 
er, said he had a sick feeling 
something was wrong just 
before the plane crashed, then 
“there was no air — I could 
not breathe — and suddenly 
there’s black smoke all 


surface. At first they experi- 
ence a sudden sharp increase 
in airspeed as they fly into 
high head winds, then a 
hammer How from above as 
they fly through the main 
down-draught followed within 
seconds by a tailwind which 
effectively causes the alrcraft.to 
staff. 

In regular six-monthly 
checks on pilots' flying skills in 
simulators such conditions are 
recreated and pilots are told 
how to go against their natural 
instincts by pushing the. throt- 
tles forward even though the 
airspeed is increasing so that 
they have enough power to 
counter thesudden tailwind. 

Ail pilots who By in Europe 
in winter are used to landing 
in turbulent and squally con- 
ditions. Normally a DC 10 
should not attempt to land if 
cross-winds exceed between 
30 and 35 knots and pilots are 
instructed to find an alternate 
diversion airport or wait for 
conditions to improve. Even 
below that level "seat of the 
pants” flying skills are re- 
quired to maintain the aircraft 
in line with the runway and to 
touch down smoothly. 

Pointing the nose in the 
direction of foe wind the pilot 
“crabs" along the extended 
centre-line of the runway until 
he is about 200ft above the 
ground. By talking constantly 
to air traffic controllers he can 
obtain foe latest information 
about the strength of the wind 
and. if it appears to be too 
high, go around again. 

The pilot of foe DC 1 0 made 
one such attempt at landing 
and on his second attempt was 
hit by either the second phase 
of windshear or a sudden gust 
from his right By now he was 
almost at touch down point 
the plane’s ailerons moving up 
and down rapidly as he twist- 
ed the control wheel to counter 
foe foe wind which was trying 
to push his wing upwards. 
Investigators will want to es- 
tablish just how strong foe 
wind was. 


EVIDENCE grew last night 
that foe Libyan Arab Airlines 
Boeing 727 which crashed on 
an internal flight yesterday 
with the loss of 1 57 lives had 
collided with a military air- 
craft. Experts denied that the 
crash could have been due to a 
shortage of spare parts caused 
by sanctions. 

The sanctions include a ban 
on sales of aviation spare parts 
to Iibya. Major Abdei-Saiara 
Jalloud, Colonel Muammar 
Gaddafi’s deputy as Libyan 
leader, said last month that 
this was putting passengers' 
lives at risk. “Flights of Libyan 
Airlines are about to stop . . . 
Every day there are dozens of 
flights on which passengers 
are in danger because of foe 
lack of spare parts and mainte- 
nance. This is mass murder," 
he told foe Libyan equivalent 
of parliament. 

The supply of aircraft and 
the insurance of passengers 
and machines are also banned 
under the United Nations 
sanctions. These were im- 


posed to ny to get foe Libyan 
government to hand over for 
international investigation 
two men suspected of involve- 
ment in the bombing of Pan 
Am Flight 103 which was 
brought down over Lockerbie, 
kflling all 270 on board. The 
crash of Libyan Arab Airlines 
Flight 1 1 03 occurred a day 
after the fourth anniversary of 
Lockerbie. 

France also wants Tripoli’s 
co-operation in foe investiga- 
tion of four other Libyans 
suspected of an attack on a 
French UTA airliner in 19 89 
which killed 1 70 people. 

The Boeing 727 is one of 
foe world's best-selling air- 
craft. 1,831 having been deliv- 
ered by foe time it went out of 
production about ten years 
ago. Its engines. Pratt and 
Whitney JTSD turbofans, 
have been used across foe 
whole family of Boeing air- 
craft and have amassed mil- 
lions of flying hours. Libyan 
Arab Airlines flew about ten 
72 7s until yesterday’s accident 


but had been prevented from 
buying foe aircraft's high- 
technology successors, the 
Boeing 757 and 767. 

“There axe multiple sources 
of supply for spares as long as 
you can get them into the 
country," one expert said. 
“The major effort has been to 
stop new technology engines 
and aircraft getting into the 
country. 1 don’t know how you 
would stop old spare parts 
getting in." 

The 600-mile border with 
Egypt is porous. It would be a 
simple matter to get ether 
parts or expertise into foe 
country. With aerospace in- 
dustries burgeoning from Sin- 
gapore to Brazil, there is no 
shortage of firms with the 
competence. 

Some countries have been 
Jess than rigorous about ob- 
serving sanctions, and until 
quite recently it was reported 
that Sudanese airliners were 
continuing to serve Tripoli. 


Crash report page I 


Shadows 
fall on 
temple 
of song 

From Charles Bremner 
IN PARIS 

F ew tears were shed 
when foe Folies Bergere 
closed its show this week 
and faced an uncertain 
future. The old revue had 
declined into a tarnished 
shadow of its former glory. A 
threat to the Olympia music 
hall is another matter. 

A temple of popular song, 
the black-and-red theatre on 
the Boulevard des Capu- 
rines has been home to 
great performers since la 
Goulue, Toulouse-Lautrec's 
dancer friend, opened the 
show in 1893. Past regulps 
include Maurice Chevalier, 
Mistinguette, Piaf. Trenet, 
Brel. Brassens, Montand. 
Aznavour, Sinatra and the 
Beatles. 

The spectre of demolition 
first emerged last summer 
when SocMtt.G&nerale, the 
bank which owns the whole 
block, raised doubts about 
renewing the lease next 
year. The alarm was 
sounded again this week 
when Le Monde reported 
plans to redevelop the dis- 
trict, between the Made- 
leine and the Optra. 

Jack Lang, the culture 
minister, has made the right 
noises in defence of the 
Olympia, but there is a 
suspicion that as a middle- 
of-the-road commercial op- 
eration which makes a 
profit, the hall fails his 
passion for art which is 
either high or very lowbrow. 

T he bank, which wants to 
develop the prime site 
for boutiques and offices, 
has promised to keep the 
2.000-seat hall in some 
fonn, but it is studying 
options which range from 
demolition to moving it 
underground. A committee 
of the producers, negotiat- 
ing with the bank, is worried 
that rebuilding win destroy 
the soul of the theatre. “Put 
a pick-axe into the Olympia 
and the ghosts win vanish.” 
said Jean-Michel Boris, the 
manager. 

M Lang could preserve 
the building in foe time it 
takes to sign his name. In 
1988 he decreed a categoiy 
of lieu de mi moire when 
Fouquefs. the fashionable 
restaurant on (be Champs 
Elys6es, was threatened 
with being turned into a 
shopping centre. 

In the losing campaign 
against “fianglais”, academ- 
ics have subjected M Mit- 
terrand to another petition 
over his government's fail- 
ure to take tougher action 
against American English. 
The danger from linguistic 
invaders has been drama- 
tised by a new historical 
dictionary. To the dismay of 
many patriots, this reveals 
that French has saved only 
68 words of true Gallic 
Origin in the onslaught of 
Latin, Germanic and other 
tongues. 


I NEWS IN BRIEF I 


Lottery 
pays out 
£8 12m 

Madrid: Spain's Christmas 
lottery, said to be foe world’s 
richest and known as El 
Gordo (foe Fat One], yester- 
day rained ESI 2 million in 
tax-free winnings on thou- 
sands of ticket-holders, includ- 
ing King Juan Carlos. 

The fivedigit number 
picked for the grand prize paid 
£ 1 .6 million to holders of each 
of foe 95 tickets bearing the 
same number. Since each 
ticket cost about £165 to buy. 
most were split among friends 
and families. The lottery 
marks foe start of the holiday 
season and is more popular in 
Spain than soccer or Santa. 

King Juan Carlos won £S5 
from a ticket purchased for 
£1 S by a friend, who sends the 
monarch a ticket numbered 
00000 every year. (AP) 

Eurocorps deal 

Brussels: The Franco-Ger- 
man army corps — the Euro- 
corps. which might later be 
expanded to indude soldiers 
from Belgium. Spain and 
Luxembourg — could act as 
part of Nato forces in defence 
and peacekeeping operations, 
according to an agreement 
readied between the United 
States and its Nato allies 
yesterday. (Reuier) 

Nazis banned 

Bonn: Germany banned a 
fourth neo-Nazi militant 
group, the National Offensive, 
in a continuing dampdown 
on anti-foreigner and anti-Se- 
mitic violence. The interior 
ministry said the group had 
about 1 40 members. (Reuter) 

Envoy lulled 

Kampala: Gunmen killed an 
Italian diplomat in foe Ugan- 
dan capital Salvatore Valvo. 
63, was waylaid at the gate of 
his residence; north of foe city, 
his wife Sarah said. He tried to 
fight off the gunmen bur was 
overpowered and shot at dose 
range. (AFP) 

Trees suffering 

Brussels: Europe's trees are 
sick and getting worse, accord- 
ing to a European Commis- 
sion report bared on a survey 
of 83,000 trees in 19 coun- 
tries. More than one in five 
had signs of damage from at- 
mospheric pollution. ( Reuter ) 

Open market 

Helsinki: Parliament ap- 
proved a law allowing foreign- 
ers to buy businesses and 
property in Finland from next 
year. The left-wing opposition 
accused foe centre-right gov- 
ernment of selling Finland’s 
unspoilt forests and lakesides 
for francs and marks. (AP) 

Gay weddings 

Frankfurt: The district court 
here has told registry offidals 
to accept applications for 
homosexual marriages but the 
decision might not stand as 
the offidals are expected to ap- 
peal to a higher court Same- 
sex marriages are illegal in 
Germany. (AP) 


around". 


WAS IT WINDSHEAR OR CROSSWIND ? 


LANDING IN STRONG 
CROSSWINDS 

Vose into wind, aircraft 
'crabs" down runway 
;entre line 


At threshold aircraft 
straightens up as 
pilot Tights to keep 
wings level 



FLYING THROUGH WINDSHEAR 

T 7 \ Head winds hit wing suddenly 
W inreasing airspeed, but pilot 
must boost power 

0 _ /CS Down-draught slams aircraft 

\y towards ground 

fsSTailwind decreases airspeed 
— ^ '^-'causing Stan unless power is 
fully appl ied | 

200 ton aircraft could 
be tipped off runway 
as strong gust catches 
und er wing 




Weeping relatives 
greet survivors 

By Our Foreign Staff 



We can deliver up until the 24th December so it’s never too late to say Happy Christmas with Interflora. To send flowers, visit or phone 

your local Interflora florist or out of shop hours ring the Interflora Flowerline on 0529 304545. 
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Success has 
a thin time 


T HE TIMES WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 23 1 992 

Are high-tech special effects the most effective way to thrill? Rosie Millardreporte 



into some 


SARAH MOWER 


O h good. Crash diet- 
ing can be fetal? I'm 
so glad the news has 


so glad the news has 
come in time for Christmas. 
It’ll make all the difference 
to all of us who wake up on 
January I feeling gross and 
swearing to lose hall a stone 
in a week. Wont it? 

Fat chance- Women may 
be in a different league from 
men when it comes to ab- 
sorbing the latest health 
news, and acting upon it 
but one thing we'll never 
give up is dieting. 

In a world where thinness 
is integral to a woman’s 
judgment of her success, the 
thought of being a slim 
corpse at your own untimely 
funeral is less likely to be 
reckoned a tragedy than an 
achievement 

Perverse? Stu- 

pid? Of course- But 
who among us is ‘Till 
equal to prising - . 
apart “thin" and tllll 
‘‘successful”? It a ii 
doesn’t matter how d - u L 

much you’re paid J Jq; 

or how famous you 
are. if your hip p0U 

bones don’t stick 
out you haven’t — 

made it baby. 

American women are 
most explicit about this. Liz 
TiTberis. the editor of the 
American magazine. Har- 
per's Bazaar . , says that when 
she delivers speeches about 
the pressure and rewards of 
her move to the Stales, 
gathering a new staff and 
relaunching in record time, 
she has one sure fire punch- 
line: “But the best thing of 
all.” she says, looking 
around her female audi- 
ence. “is that I lost 16 
pounds!" Whereupon, wom- 
en leap to their feet cheering. 

Conversely, Lord help you 
if it goes the other way. Last 
week, in The New York 
Tunes, Stella Schindler, a 
judge, wrote of her highly 
influential but necessarily 
sedentary job. “I can change 
a child’s life . . . give voice to 
people ... ensure that rights 
are protected. If only I could 
lose 1 5 pounds, it would be 
the best job in die world." 
Like Oprah Winfrey, who 
has made herself the high- 
esHiaid woman in tele- 
vision, it is not enough for 
this judge to be powerful 
recognised, a name to con- 
jure with. Unless she’s thin, 
too. she cannot count herself 
as totally satisfied. 

Almost, it doesn’t matter 
how mad a woman's behav- 


The best 
thing of 
all is that 
I lost 1 6 
pounds!’ 


iour has to be to keep in 
place all the elements of 
wonderfulness that axe nec- 
essary for true success. So 
long as she's thin. fine. 1 
know women in New York 
— already overworked indi- 
viduals who are patently in 
need of sleep — who get up 
at 5am to go to the gym and 
kick the hell out of a punch- 
bag for two hours before 
work. For many, though, 
violent exercise is but a 
preliminary torture in the 
day-long battle against 
weight-gain. 

The last time t was there, l 
found myself sitting next to a 
millio nairess at a dinner. 
After scarcely lifting her face 
from the plate during four 
courses, she abruptly left the 
table and after 45 minutes, 

hadn’t reappeared. 

I started to wony. 
Jjggt “Aw, don't,” said 

- the person sitting 

g 01 on my other side. 

“She’S only in the 
t-fldl bathroom throw- 

1 16 *"?*£" . 

Instinctively, we 

ids!’ are horrified, sad- 

dened, even an- 
gered by others’ 

self-destructive strategies for 
keeping off weight But how- 
ever bizarre, we also know 
it’s a “normal" madness. If 
we're shocked by extreme- 
sounding stories from 

America, we shouldn’t ldd 
ourselves that things are any 
better here. 

I well remember the edi- 
tor of a British mass market 
women’s magazine — not a 
slimming magazine — who 
remarked that the one dis- 
tinguishing feature of her 
readers was that they all 
wanted to lose a stone. That 
was Mrs Average, UK. 

After Christmas, we all 
know we’ll be in for a bout of 
listening to some otherwise , 
dever, together, achieving j 
girlfriend who will be com- I 
plaining about wanting to 
lose weight It will be tedious i 
and you will have to grit 
your teeth to stop screaming, 
for God’s sake shut up, 
you’re lovely as you are! 

The tiling is this: no 
matter how much you may 
dole out genuine approval 
and reassurance to your 
friend, you know in your 
heart you’ll never be able to 
apply it to yourself. Not until 
you’re nine stone, anyway. Is 
there a doctor in the world 
who can do a thing to 
change this? I doubt it 
Happy Christmas eating! 


A ccording to the direc- 
tor, Nigel Finch, “As 
soon as you take on a 
stoiy set in the super- 
natural, you know you will 
embrace the world of the 
special effects: it’s part of the 
fun of it” For his latest project, 
a television adaption of 
Heinrich MarschneTs 19th- 
century Gothic opera. The 
Vampyre. which starts on 
BBC2 next Tuesday, be has 
embraced a series 
of stunning special 
effects which trans- 
form it from, say, a 
singing version of 
Capital City into a 
bloody nightmare. 

And fun it cer- 
tainty is. Apart 
from transforming 
our satanfe anti- 
hero, Mr- Riptey, 
into a folty-fenged 
vampire via a 
snarling wolf, the 
production inc- 
ludes exploding 
windows, hurtling 
crucifixes and a car 
which gushes 
Mood. 

The variation 
and sophistication 
of the effects is 
startling, if only 
because they are 
dir&tty compara- 
ble with their 
counterparts on 
tiie big screen or 
pop video. Given 
an audience in- 
creasingly familiar 
with films which 
casually melt 
people into pools 
of water, or with 
Michael Jadfion 
videos which tran- 
sform the human 
face into all its Blood b 
racial variations in . ™ 
seemingly the special 
same shot, the pro- 
duction has been wise to avoid 
cranky old stage makeup and 
instead gone in for £45, 000- 
worth of special effects. 

Looking directly to special 
effects movies such as Termi- 
nator 2, which he admits is 
“the benchmark”, Mr Finch 
has used “morphing” (from 
anamorphosis), a computer 
generated “transformation", 
to achieve the effect of a 
vampire appearing without a 
discernible mix. In only four 
frames, Ripley is transformed 
from a normal yuppie into a 
yuppie sporting red eyeballs, 
long hair and huge fangs. 

Mitch MitcheD, the series’ 
special effects supervisor, ex- 
plains morphing in terns of a 
face being drawn onto a 


rubber balloon. "If you 'want- 
ed to change it into the face of 
a dog,” he says, “you would 
attach lots of pieces of thread 
onto each drawn line. You 
then pull each thread in such a 
way as to make the human 
face move into the shape of a 
dog’s head. Then you draw the 
face of a dog onto another 
balloon in the same way, and 
jaill those threads so it resem- 
bles the shape of a human 
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Blood bath: gallons of crimson-coloared water 
shoot out of a car boot in a mechanical 
special effect for BBCZ’s opera. The Vampyre 


face. Transformation occurs 
when you mix from ope bal- 
loon to the other and you see' 
the human face apparently 
change to a dog’s head." 

Seamless transformations 
are not, however what the 
original opera was about: 
when man beoomes vampire, 
Maischnert music builds up, 
signalling a huge dramatic 
moment of theatricality. 


U nfortunately, the 
editors at the Mov- 
ing Picture film 
company who cre- 
ated The Vampyre: s effects 
achieved their transformation 
so perfectly that the moment 
was almost in danger of being 
overlooked by the audience. 
“Ripley just kind of shook his 
head, and he was a vampire,” 
Mr Finch says. “You might 
almost have missed ft." 

Indeed, the digital, comput- 
erised effects so beloved by the 
genre of Schwarzenegger 
movies, have become so 
streamlined that they are in 
danger of losing the very effect 
they have been created to 
achieve. With no creaking trap 
doors or creepy shadows to 
conceal trip wires or puppet 
manipulators, any suggestion 
of tension or honor is lost 
The film critic, Kim New- 
man. thinks this is a problem 
for the contemporary horror 
movie. “AH these special effects 


Unbeatable Winter Breaks 
4 nights at a Forte hotel 


FROM ONLY 


4 NIGHTS FOR £99 


£99 


PER PERSON 
INCLUDING 

BREAKFAST & DINNER 


flu.- suadcy Park. Uandli. 
flic ILiy.nl. Uangollen. Ttw .Marine. 
North Berwick. The AUnopok.-. 
Paduow. The Palate. Paignton. 
Strip Hotel. Parkgaie/Cbester. 

The Tontitx*. Peebles. The Royal 
George. Perth. The .total RiLxe. 
Pitlochry. Keppel s Head Hold. 
Portsmouth. The Royal Herd. 
Scunthorpe. The Groswixv. 
Shaftesbury The PeiKlragon Hotel. 
Southsea. UxUuds Hotel. 
Swindon The BetVotd. Tavistock. 
The Bell. Thetford. The Grand 
AiLiniii. Weston -Super- Mare 
The Crown. Woodbridge. 


The Crown. Framttngham. 
Manor House Hotel. Leamington 
Spa. LarMieU Priory Hotel. 
Maidstone. Tlx* Blue Boar. 
Mahton. Tlx* Avoiuuouih Hotel. 
Mndeford/Cfaristcbuicfa. 


4 NIGHTS FOR £159 


4 NIGHTS FOR £119 


Stan 1003 relaxed and ,nB 

recharged with this great offer 

... 4 nights atvav ill the comfort Tlx* Ancet. Abergavenny, 
of a Forte hotel ’from only £90 The Brothmcd. AMdnugti. 
per person! When you’ve *J k ’ Xv u l 1h , J logI l or 

decU^onyrwptrl^ hotel KSSSSl 
and date, simply call the Hotel. BrfscoL TTx* Sullolk. Bury 

number below, and we ll do the st Edmunds. Ttx* ivmai n 
rest. For a great value break Aixlxx. Chichester. Cluxe 
starting am* dav ol die week ^<*1. Cdvenuy. TIk- Givi-x* 

«*» 

- book now. Povedale/Ashboome. 

WHATS INCLUDED: The Lull roll .toms. Dunster. 


The Green Dragon. Hereford. 

Tlx* White Horse Hotel. 
Hcrtingfordbury . Tlx* Geoige. 
HuiUingdoa The BulL Long 
MeifonL The Castle &. Ball. 
Marlborough Tlx* New Both 
Hotel. Matfock Bath. Tlx* Cidden 
Lion. Northallerton. Eastgate 
Hold. Oxford. Tlx* Royal. Ross- 
on-Wye. Rorliley Court Hold. 

Roth ley ^Leicestershire. Tlk' Lion. 
Shrewsbury. Tlx* TJianx*s Uxlge. 
Staines, flu: L nuoni. Slow-on- 
the-Wofd. rhe White Snail. 
Stralford-upoa-Ax-on. Roxul Hop 
Pole. Tewkesbury Tlx* BeWiekL 
Windermere. 


sets great for conveying liquid 
metal robots, but for really 
scary supernatural scenes, they 
tend notto work People are so 
pleased with creating them, 
that they tend to be shown off 
in broad dqyKght as ft were. 
They've become just like those 
musicals which get realty for 
the big set piece, and the 
audience ends up with just a 
sense of spectacle and wonder, 
rather than involvement 

“It's i n teresti n g 
• that in ‘■Francis 
Ford Coppola’s 
new movie. 
Dracula, he just 
uses antique trick- 
ery, like people 
Leaping out of hid- 
den trap doors." 

The same could 
be said for The 
Vampyre. Al- 
though the latest 
computerised 
transformations 
are applied to the 
action, Mr Finch 

hag artrterl them to 

' mechanical de- 
— vices involving 
blood and gore. 
The* ’ vampire's 
transformation is 
drenched in blood, 
as if to caned out 
the effortless skill 
of his “morph” 
from man to beast 
Old-fashioned 
tricks involving 
weights, explosives 
and traps are in 
evidence through- 
out the production. 

One scene in- 
volves garage staff 
opening the boot 
of the vampire’s 
Mercedes with a 

, crowbar. We are 

. v ^ ater forewarned by the 
threatening music 
UBpyrc to expect some- 
thing nasty, and 
indeed, when they force the 
boot open, hundreds of gal- 
lons of blood come shooting 
out.- an effect created by 
hosepipes, wights and a lot erf 
crimson-coloured water. 

"You don’t want to have 
such amazing pffiwts that 
people will sit back and think. 
’How did they make thatr," 
Mr Finch says. “It stops the 
motion of the show.” Even 
when the vampire gets his 
coxne-uppance, courtesy of a 
audfix through the heart, Mr 
Finch has relied upon a poly- 
styrene prop on a wire, set off 
by an explosive. “There is a 
kind of innocence about the 
earlier techniques of special 
e ffe cts which people respond 
to.” he says. “For this reason, I 
have been somewhat frugal 
with the electronic effects. 
People won't gasp with amaze- 
ment for effects alone. You 
need the fundamentals of 
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to beloved by the story-telling for a realty suc- 
Schwarzenegger • cessful production." 
e become so Even though he has had a 
hat they are in wealth of modem technology 
ng the very effect to- play with, Mr Finch has 
een created to been dogged by problems all 
no creaking trap directors would recognise, 
spy shadows to “We had this wonderful mo- 
wires or puppet men! where Satan would be 
, any suggestion transformed from a goat to a 
lorror is lost human. However, when the 
ritic, Kim New- goat we hired appeared on set 
his is a problem it was so freaked out that it 
mporaxy horror started attacking people. We 
sse special effects gave up with that one." 
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A changed man: conqniterised "morphing*’ has been used in The Vampyre’s 
impressionistic transformataons of man to vampire via wolf 




Does that gun refuse to fit snugly under your outfit? One women’s designer has the answer 


4 NIGHTS FOR £15° 


- book now. 

WHATS INCLUDED: 

• i CkHiseanhv nights in a 
twin or double room with 
private bathroom, colour TV and 
tea and collix* making facilities 

• Full traditional breakfast 
cut>' nwniing 

• Three-couisc taMu d’hote 
dinner with ivllee eacii e\ eninj; 

• VAT 


The Francis. Bath. FkHi^h & 
Harrow. Birmingham. Frimlev 
HdD. Camberiey. Tlx* BurforJ 
Bieljy Ht'ioL Dorking/Box HUt 


v», 

FORTE 


PLEAS6 QUOTE REF: 
A220005 

or see your local travel agent 


HOTELS 


Bookings must be made by 
28th December 1992 


AH hotel bookings subject to evaiaaaty with a Sowed nwwbar al rooms ascalatite at these promotional rates. All details 
caret at ime of {xiAratioa Offer arabbln frmn 4(h - 31 9 January 1 993. Prices are per adult on a dbmer. bea and 


hra^rtasi bas« based on 2 people shaiwg a twm or dcuWe room orty. pto stride occupancy. Offer only valid on hotels 
Isfedmxwe and cannot be used « corvunctlon »snfi any other otter Sooteigs nxist be made Oy28ai De cante 19SS. 


: must be made by 28th Dacenmer 1993. 


J ohn Wayne tied his six- 
gun around his waist and 
no one questioned his 
sense of style. A1 Capone opted 
for the accessory of a violin 
case to conceal his machine 
gun. And of course, there was 
the ramacuktety dressed 007 
whose DJ was always un wrin- 
kled despite the Walther PPK 
under his left arm. 

In the movies men wear 
guns as if they are part of then- 
ensemble, like a Rotex or a 
signet ring: it is a sign of good 
grooming and invariably styl- 
ish. But sexual equality In the 
guTHoting business has 
brought a particular set of 
problems for the female body- 
guard, special agent or safety- 
oonsrious womaiHm-the-go 
who needs to look glamorous 
while packing a Glock 
automatic. 

Bond could always solve the 
problem of the bulging armpit 
or jutting jadte with a quick 
visit to ms Savile Row tailor 
but today’s women are not so 
fortunate and until now heavy 
hips, an unusually buxom 
breast or unnatural bagginess 
around the bottom was just 
part of the job. But now 
American women have Linda 
Mutchniek. 

“Women can handle guns 
as well as men but because of 
our physiques we can’t conceal 


A sure-fire winner 


them as easily. If a woman 
wears a bolster, for instance, 
the swell of her hips causes the 
band of the gun to be pushed 
out and the butt to be pushed 
in. which can be painful.” says 
the 49-year-old Mis Mutch- 
nick, an American designer 
whose new line of dothes 
caters speci fic ally to women 
who carry weapons for self- 
protection. 

“Off the rack garments just 
don’t accommodate the addi- 
tional bulk of two-and-a- half 
to three inches of hard steel in 
addition to everything else,” 
she says. Mrs Mutchniek 
should know. She has been 
carrying weapons for more 
than a decade after receiving a 
series of threatening phone 
calls and owns several Berettas 
and a Smith & Wesson. 

She has tried tucking her 
gun into form-fitting jeans, 
only to be jabbed in the rib 
cage as she slides into the seat 
of her Jaguar. She tried wear- 
ing a shoulder holster under 
the jackets she sported for her 
job as a legal secretary, but to 
no avail It wrecked the sleek- 
ness of the outfit and she felt as 
if she could not get at the gun 


fast enough in case of an 
emergency. 

But with her new company, 
PistoIERA. she hopes to pro- 
vide new opportunities for 
women to wear “comfortable, 
concealing, stylish” dothes — 
and cany a gun. Priced on 


The discerning 
woman can 
now order 
special purses, 
holsters, bras 
and girdles 


average between $1 10 to $275 
£70 to El 76). the new 
PistoIERA (a play on die 
Spanish word for g unm an ) 
line indudes jackets, waist- 
coats , trousers and skirts, all of 
which are customised to fit 
dients according to their size 


SVSSV t0their ? e Ma "y g™ manufacturers, 
and the kind or weapon they such as Smith & Wesson have 

pa* I ask dients what kind even been puHidl™ siS 
of gun theyre cenying and "ladies' UnS^oS S 


wher e, which determines the 
strength of the interfacing and 
the gauge of elastic 1 use,” she 
says. Her bkjuson style jacket 

is made tt> cany three different 

guns. It isdesigned for die law 
enforcement officer, rather 
titan the professional women 
she usually sells to. 

So for, Mrs Mutchniek has 
received more orders than she 
can handle. Having only fin- 
ished her brochure and ana- 
logue at the end of October, 
she h as alre ady had to expand 
her dressmaking team to five 
. and she is hiring again. 

But PistolERA’S sudden suc- 
cess is not surprising. More 
than ! 5 million women own 
guns in America and an 
increasing number of women 
have begun carrying them 
since the mid-1980s. The 
National Rifle Association’s 
(NRA) 33,000 trainers now 
report tii at 50 to 70 per cent of 
the people who take their basic 
pistol courses are female, com- 
pared With only 3 per cent in 
file late 1 980s. 

Many gun manufacturers, 
such as Smith & Wesson, have 


ing smaller handgrips and 
guns that are easier to handle 
and conceal. Gun accessories 
specifically aimed at women 
are also becoming more popu- 
lar. The discerning woman 
ran now order special purses, 
holsters, bras and girdles from 
such outlets as the Bang Bang 
Boutique. Feminine Protet> 
tion and Lady Be Safe. 

Designer dresang has been 
a part of American law en- 
forcement for some years. 
Agents working for the Feder- 
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Agems wonting tor the Feder- 
al Bureau of Investigation 


JFBl) carry weapons as a 
matter of course and both the 
sexes generally cany their 
Suns in a holster that fils on to 
a belt 

The FBI has also designed a 
tandbag for women agents 

that allows for a quick draw in 
an emergency and makes it 
difficult for criminals to ft 

in a struggle 

But for America’s hoods, 
visible firepower is still more 
important titan the 
look. “Crimi nals cany suns 
arty way they can," says Ste- 
phen Markardt, an FBI agent. 
“They don’t shop at the same 
professional equipment stores 
we do. They stkkthem in their 
waistbands or stuff them in 
their pockets." 
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Walking on the wild side 


Suzanne Cappei 


died violently after 


drifting into a world 
of drugs and 
hopelessness, reports 

Jon Ronson 

T he walk between the bus 
stop on Oxford Road and 
the Ritz nightdub on 
Whitworth Street in 
Manchester is about 500 yards, but 
you would be hicky if you were 
stopped for money fewer than half-a- 
dozen times. Some hold guitars, but 
don't really know how to play them. 
Others huddle in doorways, skinny 
youngsters with drug dependencies 
and skinny dogs. One familiar face, 
recognisable by his awerzealous and 
outdated mohawk haircut, holds a 
sign our that reads: “3 Op Bus.” He 
grunts, and indicates the sign, 
because he has no vocal chords. 

Later, inside the Ritz, you see the 
same faces, because entry is only El 
and you get a token for a free pint 
before 1 1 pm. They sit in the corridor 
in the basement near the cloakroom 
and be® money from the students. 
The thump of the bass bins from the 
music has such a velocity that the fire- 

Muggers are fast, 
professional and 
armed. When they 
have taken your 
money, they don’t 
runaway, they tell 
you to run away 

doors swing open and dosed in time 
to the beat This is the neighbour- 
hood that 1 6-year-old Suzanne Cap- 
per began drifting into in the months 
before her death last week. 

Manchester, like Liverpool, is suf- 
fering from an economic imbalance. 
Superficially, it is a city of growth. 
Next- year it will play host to an 
international environmental confer- 
ence. This autumn, it held the highly 
successful “In the City" pop seminar. 
It has a small, but fighting, chance of 
staging the Olympics in 2000. Ex- 
pensive canal-side cafes are springing 
up fester than you can count them: 
the joke around town is ttyt you can 
sip.cappucxinoaHd^ahd!gazeoutat 
foeicorpses floating past 
Last week, John Stalker, die former 
deputy '-chief constable of Greater 
Manchester police force, was quoted 
assaying that in Manchester a gun is 
now considered to be a fashion 
accessory. Crack has hit hard, and it 
is a drug that no amount of 
governmental propaganda can over- 
dramatise: Creek takes away your 
conscience. It encourages violent 
tendencies. Users become very depen- 
dent on it. and the effects wear off 
after only 20 minutes. Crack has a 
strangle-hold over pans of 
Manchester, if you are walking alone 
late at night through Hulme or Moss 
Sideor the tough estates of Moston or 
Blakeley or Cheetham HiU. you can 



On the streets: a homeless 1 7^year-old youth is provided with soup by a Christian group in the centre of Manchester 


expect to be mugged. The mdggers 
are fast, professional arid armed. 
When they have taken your money, 
they don't run away, they stand there 
and teD you to run away. 

Suzanne Capper came from M os- 
ton's New Estate, a product of the 
“builMo-collapse" housing policy of 
the 1960s. A predominantly white 
neighbourhood, it is also highly sec- 
tarian. There are regular fights bet- 
ween the youths of New Moston and 
the youths of the original Moston. 
Many on the estate come from 
generations of- poor north Man- 
cunians, decent people, but people 
who, as one resident says, “usually 
spawn one weirdo child per crop" 
Others are middle-class drop-outs, 
fans of the “grunge" culture, of pop 
groups such as Nirvana, and Mud- 
honey. Drugs are rife. Those on her- 
oin are a risk only to themselves (their 
crime is stealing, not physical ass- 
ault), but those on crack and amphet- 
amines can become desperate. 

Suzanne had been held hostage at 
a house near the estate for a week 



starved of food and water, and 
injected with drugs. Her teeth were 
hammered out She was thrown off a 
diff. Her head was shaved, she was 
stripped naked and finally set on fire 
at Romiley Park, near Stockport. 
Suzannedied three days after she was 
discovered by a dustman on his eariy- 
raaming rounds. - 

oston’s New Estate is 
built around a few 
shops and the Kestrel 
pub. A oouple of burnt* 
out cars litter the street near the 
sandpit near where Angela and her 
baby daughter live. Angela, who is in 
her early twenties, was a friend of 
Suzanne, and one of a growing breed 
of .Manchester drifters. They don’t 
work have no money, and rarely 
leave the houses thai they find 
themselves living in before dark 
They just get through the day 
somehow. Making a coffee can last 
an hour. A trip to the shops is an 
afternoon out especially on the est- 
ate. as the short-cut through the side 


streets is a war zone, and the main 
roads can add a mile to the journey. 

It is difficult to ascertain foe extern 
of homelessness among the young in 
Manchester. Few actually live on tile 
streets, because thepe’s such a pre- 
dominance of vacant property: from 
disused textile warehouses to empty 
Hulme flati the occupants of which 
fled the neighbourhood violence. 

The city council has a positive 
attitude towards single-person home- 
lessness, often renting Hals (paid for 
by housing benefit} to people as 
young as 16. They accept 10,000 
single homeless applicants a year. 
Angela makes me coffee, and, in the 
comer, Lauren plays with their pet 
rottweiler. "We used to live in 
Blakeley” Angela says. “But some 
guy moved in and started smashing 
all the plates every time Manchester 
City lost, so we came out here.” 

About 20 minutes after my arrival, 
there is a violent knock on the door, 
and the rottweiler springs to life. 

"Wait here,” Angela says to me, 
startled. “Look after Lauren.” Lauren 


runs to me and jumps on my knee. 

Her- mother grabs the dog and 
heads to the door. It is made of thin, 
easily breakable wood, so the knock- 
ing is a formality. If anyone wanted 
ip get in, one kick would do it 

“Angela," shouts an urgent voice 
through the door. "It's Paul Sue's 
fallen down the stairs and there's 
blood everywhere. 1 need to borrow 
£5 to get her a taxi to hospital." 

“Pis off” Angela shouts. “Phone 
an ambulance from the callbox." 

“It’s broken.” Paul shouts back 
“Please! I think she’s dying.” 

"I've got the dog here,” Angela 
replies. After a moment Paul leaves. 

Back in the Irving room, Angela 
shudders. “Who’s Sue?” I say. “Paul’s 
three-year-old daughter,” she says. 
“I’d have lent him a fiver,” I say. 

“There’s nothing wrong with Sue,” 
Angela explains. “He does this every 
week. Comes up with new ways of 
trying to get money out of us all to buy 
drugs." She chuckles. "That’s a new 
one: getting a taxi to hospital.” 

© 7!mas NewipqMn Ltd 1992 


Chur ches await the popular Christmas eve services whose record attendances can prove to be a mixed blessing 

Waiting for the midnight hour 


^ hurches in Britain are 
bracing themselves for 
L/ the Christmas rush, 
[idnight Mass, the Christ- 
as eve holy eucharist is the 
te time of the year when 
lurches can reach thousands 
ho otherwise would never be 
en inside a church. 

But priests and dergy have 
perform a delicate balanc- 
g act, keeping order in line 
ith the solemnity of the 
casion while not alienating 
ose who might have had one 
ink too many in the pub. 
Such problems are often 
nfined to city centres, and 
nere they spill over into 
lurch it is the historic, tradi- 


tional buildings which tend to 
attract the liveliest midnight 
Mass revellers. Five years ago, 
at Westminster Cathedral one 
reveller picked up priceless 
religious reliquaries and threw 
them at Cardinal Basil Hume 
as he was celebrating Mass. 

"There are places with hor- 
ror stories to tdl," says Canon 
Michael Perham, precentor at 
Norwich Cathedral. “There 
have been occasions where 
people have had to be removed 
because they dearly are the 
worse for wear and a nuisance 
to those around them.” 

Midnight Mass at Norwich 
will begin at 11.15pm. “In 
many churches," Canon 


SHIRTS 

Thomas Pink wishes all 
customers and friends 
a very Happy Christmas 

We will re-open with our 
New Year Sale at 12 noon 
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Perham says, “some of the 
most regular prefer to go to 
church foe next morning in- 
stead. Therefore, you have the 
rather strange feeling of a 
packed church, but not neces- 
sarily packed with people who 
know what is going on. 

“It is the one occasion in the 
year when a great many 
present might be non-commu- 
nicants. A lot go up to the altar 
not knowing what the rules 
are- and following foe crowd. 
But ] think God deals with 
that rather well. Increasing 
numbers of churches encour- 
age non-communicants to re- 
ceive a blessing." 

Cathedrals can. simply by 
their architecture and sense of 
presence, overwhelm, 
inspire and calm an 
over-excited congrega- 
tion. In some smaller 
churches, the dergy at- 
tempt to inspire the 
necessary reverence in 
advance. 

In his latest parish 
magazine, the Rev PhD- 
lip Nixon, vicar of Gor- 
ing, on foe Thames in 
Oxfordshire, reminds 
readers about the cus- 
tom of refraining from 
alcohol before Hoty 
Communion. This is a 
gentle hint that foe 
popular midnight M ass 
is more than just 
another celebration 
leading up to the secu- 
lar indulgences of Christmas 
day. 

Dr Nixon says that worship- 
pers at his 1 1 ,30pm midnight 
Mass “ought to be aware mat 
we expect them to take it 
seriously, rather than treat it as 
just another Christmas party". 
He does say that midnight 
Mass-goers at his 12th-centu- 
iy Norman church are gener- 


ally well-behaved, although, 
“there have been times when 
people have been a bit noisy 
and not known when to stop 
talking. Also, 1 think people 
get more out of it if their wits 
are not befuddled 
“I grew up in the Midlands, 
and there were times when 
two-thirds of the congregation 
were in a quite disgraceful 
state. Goring is not like that” 
According to recent academ- 
ic studies, Christmas was first 
celebrated in Rome in 354, 
when foe first Mass was the 
Festal Mass, at St Peter’s at 
9am. According to The Litur- 
gical Year, by the German 
scholar. Adolph Adam, a mid- 
night Mass was added some 


tained a replica of the manger. 

Midnight Mass died out in 
the English church after the 
Reformation, and was not re- 
introduced until the 19th cen- 
tury by the high churchmen of 
foe Oxford Movement 

It remained mainly an An- 
glo-Catholic phenomenon un- 
til after foe second world war, 
when it spread throughout foe 
church and was taken up by 
some free churches. The tradi- 
tional English convention, a 
Watch Night service on New 
Year’s eve, which was not a 
eucharist has as a result 
almost disappeared. 

Christmas in central 
London is one of foe few times 
when people queue to get into 



Not so silent night Christmas eve attracts a new congregation 


time after tire basilica of Santa 
Maria Maggiore was built in 
honour of Mary, mother of 
Jesus, in foe fifth century. 

Scholars believe foe service 
grew out of "stations", or 
eucharistic assemblies, held by 
foe Pope at three places on 
Christinas day. The first was at 
midnight at foe chapel at 
Maria Maggiore, which con* 


church. If previous years are 
any guide, -the queue for 
mid night Mass at Westmin- 
ster Abbey will begin to form 
around. Parliament Square at 
9.30pm. The services in the 
Abbey, its neighbour St Mar- 
garet’s and foe nearby St 
Matthew’s, Great Peter Street, 
are staggered to begin at 15- 
minute intervals from 1 1.30. 


Anyone who arrives late at one 
is sent on to the next The 
Abbey takes 2,000, St Marga- 
ret’s 800 and St Matthew’s 
several hundred. “Midnight 
Mass and Michaelmas are foe 
two times when the word 
’Mass’ trips off the most 
protescant tongue.” Canon 
Donald Gray, Rector of St 
Margaret’s, says. 

“Obviously some people 
have been partying before- 
hand, but the incidence of 
. people who are really worse for 
wear is quite small," says Dr 
Gray, who is also chaplain to 
foe Queen and to foe Speaker 
of the House of Commons. 

“This is ray sixth year here 
and we have never had any- 
thing embarrassing at 
St Margaret’s. If people 
are in a party mood, it is 
the right mood for foe 
right occasion." 

A growing trend in 
the Roman Catholic 
church is to bring Mid- 
night Mass forward to 
Spin, because many 
women and children 
were staying away rath- 
er than face foe streets 
after pub dosing time 
on Christmas eve. 

Fr Peter Foulkes. the 
Roman Catholic priest 
at Avenham and 
Frenchwood in Preston, 
has for the last eight 
years been holding 
church in a school hafl. 
"We do not get a problem of 
drunkenness,” he says. “I 
would not say you should not 
have any alcohol, but there is a 
balance. YOu need somebody 
sensitive in the church to spot 
these people and in a nice way 
encourage them to go outside 
or not to make a disturbance.” 

Ruth Gledhill 
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Better to give 
than volunteer 

Seasonal offers of help to charities 


are not always totally welcome 


don’t expect other people 
‘ ; of this 


I to make donations of i 

size." said the Hungarian- 
born billionaire, George 
Soros, who has just given 
$50 million to charities to be 
used to help people in foe 
former Yugoslavia. All the 
same, most of us would like to 
and many are 
to do more than simply 
write a cheque. 

Adam Woolf, of Crisis, the 
organisation which tackles the 
problems of homelessness, 
both at Christmas and 
throughout the year, and 
which is in its 25th year of 
operations, says: "We are al- 
ways overwhelmed with volun- 
teers at this time of year, but 
we recruit in November. Some 
take umbrage when we turn 
them down." 

Crisis organises three 24- 
hour Christmas shelters for the 
homeless in London which are 
open from 23 to 30 Decem- 
ber. Along with most similar 
initiatives, they ran an induc- 
tion evening for volunteers. 
Anyone who misses foe course 
will not be admitted. Liam 
Black, who runs the 
Manchester Crisis, with five 
centres open across the north- 
west over Christmas, says: 
“Turning up on the day is no 
good. If somebody turns up 
who is a stranger they will Just 

ger in everybody’s way.” 

All volunteers have to be 
vetted. Daphne Gore, an ad- 
ministrator at the St Martin's 
in the Field day care centre in 
central London, which plans a 
Christmas day party for 50 of 
its regular clients, says, “Peo- 
ple’s altruism is generally very 
good, but this place is a 
sanctuary for some people, so 
we have to guard them from 
intrusion. Neurotic people are 
no use. You have to be a fairly 
substantial person in 
yourself.” 

Charity officials are con- 
cerned that people forget the 
problem for foe rest of foe 
year. John Evans, the assistant 
director of the Edinburgh 
Council for foe Single Home- 
less, says: “Ifs not an exagger- 
ation to say most homeless 
people can pick up three 
Christmas dinners a day at . 
this time of year. We have to 
make people realise that foe 
homeless are with us all year.” 

All charities emphasise that 
financial donations are always 
welcome, even if hands-on 
help is not. Since it launched 
its Cold Front Appeal three 
weeks ago for dothes and 
blankets for foe people in Iraq 
and foe former Yugoslavia, 
Qxfam has received 1.5 mil- 
lion items. It expected 
500.000. But Peter Smith, 
head of fundraising, said that 
money was “substantially 
down" on last year. "People 
still want to give, but cannot 
afford to. They donate old 
dothes instead. The problem 
is, we need cash to be able to 



Giving: Salvation Army 

transport foe dothes to these 
countries.” 

Manchester Crisis has 
enough food, but still requins 
dothes and bedding. But Mr 
Black stresses. “We need prop- 
er stuff that’s sorted and dean. 
Good quality coats and 
jumpers are appreciated, silk 
shirts and Bermuda shorts are 
noL" 

P eople with specific skills 
are also required. "Doc- 
tors and counsellors are 
very useful,” Mr Black says. “A 
lot of people who have been 
made redundant are able to 
offer us their professional 
knowledge, which is a great 
help.” 

There is also a demand for 
fundraisers. Crisis is looking 
for volunteers for door-to-door 
collections in London from 
now until February. ‘The 
more the bener. You can't 
have too many people doing 
that," Mr Woolf says. 

Margaret Kirk, of foe Salva- 
tion Army, which organises 
Christmas lunches for old and 
lonely people, says that people 
who want to volunteer help 
should by contacting their 
local branch, whose number 
will be in foe telephone book. 
“Some might need last minute 
hdp, driving people or help- 
ing wash up. but be prepared 
to be converted or saved.” 

The advice is to volunteer 
early next year and to remem- 
ber, for the moment, that 
charity begins at home. Hdp 
the Aged asks for people to 
keep an eye on their elderly 
neighbours and make the 
effort to spend some time with 
them. 

The Charily Commission 
also warns people to be wary 
about who they are giving to. 
They adviseanyone in doubt to 
ask for identification, and a 
Charity Commission registra- 
tion number. 

Julia 

Llewellyn Smith 

•For details of local branches, 
contact: Crisis: 071-377 0489. 
Qxfam: 272 Banbury Rd, Oxford, 
0X2 7D2L Help the Aged: St 
James’s Walk. London, ECIR 
OBE. Tel: 071-253 0253. 
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I want to help. 
Here is my donation: 
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| Oxfam Cok) Front Appeal Room BE89, FREEPOST, Oxford 0X2 7BR. 
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■ It is now unnatural, eccentric 
and immoral not to indulge in 
keeping fit and thin 

J oanna G renside appears to have faked her 
own abduction for fear of the eating and 
drinking she might have to do over 
Christmas. She is an aerobics teacher so die 
honors of fatly food might be expected to loom 
especially large. To some being overweight is 
synonymous with being bad, stupid and socially 

incompetent 

Being fit and thin is a collective psychosis that 
afflicted 20 to 40-year-olds in the late Sixties and 
has now spread to cover almost the entire human 
lifespan. Such virtue is attached to bodily 
cultivation that in certain groups, to abstain by 
being fat is an irredeemable moral flaw. The 
marketing of the paraphernalia of fitness — 
notably training shoes — has now abandoned the 
mere practicalities of the equipment in favour of 
the rhetoric of salvation. To be thin is to be happy; 
to be fit is to transcend. 

The main reason for this is that, from a certain 
perspective, there is nothing else to do. Once the 
modem cult of youth superseded grace, wisdom, 
wit, charm, literary and talent some time in the 
1 950s, then preserving the visible signs of youth 
became the only absolute A cultural blackmailer 
had begun playing on our worst instincts: admit 
it. he whispered, all that stuffis fine, but this is 
what you want And we admitted it like crazy, 
helped by the mad rationalisations of people like 
the jogging prophet James Fixx. 

“My suspicion." he wrote, “is that the effects of 
running are not extraordinary at all but quite 
ordinary. It is the overstates, all ot her feelings, 
that are peculiar, for they are an abnegation of the 
way you and r are intended to feeL" 

You are. apparently, unnatural and eccentric 
when you are not running or working out. Fixx. of 
course, died whOe jogging which, for some was a 
good joke but for him was, presumably, a 
complete vindication. The human weakness on 
which the blackmail works is the persistent feeling 
that things are not quite right with us. Religion 
and revolutionary political ideals work in the 
same way — dying need not be the end or things 
can always be better. The keep-fit cult plays upon 
this discontent by persuading us that our disquiet 
is a function of physical failure. Some survey once 
found that on an average day the average person 
feels a little worse than average. It is a simple • 
sleight of hand to show that this is not a 
predestined condition of human consciousness, 1 
but rather a corrigible flaw in die bodily 
machine. 

On one level this cannot work. Once the idea of 
a physical original sin has entered the 
imagination, it cannot easily be eradicated- You 
can diet and work out forever, but the stain 
endures. That way lies bulimia, anorexia, faked 
abductions and the frenzied exercise freak 
perpetually watching his body. 

O n another level however, it works. 

Exercise provides an infallible high. It 
squirts endorphins and glutamine into 
the bloodstream, generating wild euphoria, a 
sensation of unencumbered lightness arid 
invulnerability. It is similar to the madness of 
teenagers at a “rave", some of whom die in the 
early hours of the morning from dehydration 
after eight houts of dancing. 

More than that it works as transcendence. The 
atmosphere of a gym is sacred. People are locked 
in wholesome agony in strange and terrible 
machines which, through digital displays, impose 
upon them pitiless, abstract systems. And then 
there is the music. Abba. U2 and Aretha Franklin 
never fail. 1 recently saw some poor woman 
straining hopelessly at 30 kilos on the “Pec Dec”. 
Suddenly Aretha blasted out singing Take 
Another Little Piece of My Hearts the woman's 
eyes dosed and her arms began pumping like 
pistons. She was like the cripple who walks under 
the blessing of a televangelist 
The more perceptive among you will have 
noticed something of a dead giveaway in the last 
paragraph. Yes. I go to a gym. Yes. I feel better for 
it And, yes, I am trying to fight the appalling 
ravages of time and anticipate those of turkey. 

But like the tobacco industry. F believe in 
moderation in all things I have this thing under 
control I have. Really. 


John Habgood, Archbishop or York, considers the symbolism of kingship in the Gospels and today 
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ne of the topics bound 
to remain high on the 
Ida for J 993 is the 
notion of sovereignty. Maas- 
tricht wflT see to that So will the 
continuing struggles for identity 
and selftieferihiriation in the 
Balkans and the former Soviet 
Union. Nearer home, questions 
about the relation between sov- 
lty and the sovereign are 
to disappear. Nor are 
some of die internal tensions 
within the notion of sovereignty 
itself going to be resolved. 

In the nation state sovereignty 
combines a principle of inclu- 
sion — die concentration of 
authority and power — with a 
principle of exclusion — free- 
dom from external cohtroL It 
thus has much to do with the 
drawing of boundaries, with 
what divides peoples from one 
another and enables them to 
fed separate and distinctive: It 
also carries strong overtones 
from history, both secular and 
religious, often charged with 
feelings of pride or grievance.' 
We need no reminders that, in 
politics, it is a highly contentious 
concept, hardly suitable one 
might suppose as a subject for a 
Christmas meditation. 

Nevertheless in at least one of 
foe Christmas stories foe theme 
of sovereignty is a central de- 


The Crown at Christmas 


merit hi its meaningTMatfoew’s ' 
stoiy of the three Magi contains 
foe unusual phrase “King of foe 
Jews”. It was a phrase used only 
by foreqjnen. And elsewhere in 
foe New Testament occurs only 
on* the lips of Mate, in the title 
over foe Cress, mid in the 
derisory shouts of tbe drowd. 

■ The Magiccme to the court of 
Herod, a supposedly; powerful 
king yet wracked fry insecurity 
and intrigue, and soon to dem- 
onstrate hisirrespotisibility and 
ruthlessness when he discovers 
the M?gi havetricked him. In 
the midst of this unsavoury 
atmosphere Matthew shows us 
a real king, an infant totally 
powerless, yet. heir jo all the 
promises of God. the way he 
tells the- stoiy evokes strong 
resonances from the ideal king- 
ship of David, from the splerf" 
dour of the, Queen of Sheba’s 
visit to Solomon, and from the 
hopes of a new messianic king 
in tiie Prophets of the Psalms. ' 
This King of the Jews, long 
expected, sought recognised 
and accepted by foreigpers. is 
the s^me king who is later to be 


tried, mocked and executed- 
Mallhew is at pains to show us 
that Jesus is indeed a.king, but 
that the symbols ef kingship are 
broken ones. ‘ • 

Does this cqmpfac ambiva- 
lent imagery have, anything to 
offer confemporitiy 
thinking aboutsov- 
ereignty? Pertufcsft 
can remind us first 
that sovereign ty is 
inextricably bixmd 
up with symboKsin. 

It is as much about 
the way people per- 
ceive flans’ . and. 
fad about mem. as 
about the ways in 
which authority 
and power are attu- Habgood: warning 
ally exercised. Al- 
though the maintenance of law 
and order, for instance, ulti- 
mately depends on foe sanction 
of force, normally it relies to an 
enormous extern on the symbol- 
ism of a police presence. The 
office of president of foe United 
States carries such huge symbol- 
ic weightfoat it can continue to 
command respect more or less 



regardless of the person hiding 
ft. The fact that tire president 
wields great power must en- 
hance the symbolism, but to the 
outrider it seems, as if the office 
itself is perceived as neater than 
either foe power or foe person. 

■ Our own monar- 
chy nowadays virtu- 
alty has to rety on 
symbolism alone, 
and for potential 
danger in this for 
foe wture in focus- 
ing mo much atten- 
tion on foe persons 
themselves is begin- 
ning to' be recog- 
nised. The mam 
thrust of the sym- 
bolism needs tobe 
moved back to 
where ft property belongs, to foe 
sovereign as the embodiment of 
the unity and history of the 
nation under God. and as the 
symbolic source of authority 
within it This then defines foe 
sovereign's role as foe principal 
safeguard against foe excessive 
accumulation of authority by 
anyone else; and as the one who 


conveys a sense of national 
identity and significance to the 
multitude of people Whose hVBS 
she touches. 

This is all very different from 

foe Knd of sovereignty exercised 

by Herod and his like. Ruthless 
demonstrations of power, the 
.destruction of symbols of nat- 
ional and religious identity, as 
has been happening in foe 
forma: Yugoslav states, political 
structures riddled with insecuri- 
ty and intrigue, are foe counter- 
example to tiie kind of 
sovereignty asserted principally 
through symbolism. They show 
what happens when the balance 
tips in the direction of reliance 
on force. The defence of nat- 
' ional sovereignty then becomes 
foe rallying call in tiie service of 
which any brutality can be 
justified. 

A . second insight from Mat- 
thew’s treatment of kingship is 
that tiie symbol is a broken one. 
exposed to becoming an object 
of derision. What kind of a long 
is it who cannot even save 
himsdf? What kind of sover- 
eignty is ft Which allows others 


to break down foe barriers and 
^oS^riSion cannot afford 

wnvtfsrts 

unrestrained nationalism can 
go terribly wrong, and if it ts 
Cue that a large etement rf 
sovereignty is 

recognition that it is a flawed 
and broken symbol may be foe 
necessary corrective to restrain, 
its excesses. . . 

Toyotas manufactured m 
Bri tain and sold in France may . 
give a healthy boost to wr 
economy and an equally hcaltity 
dent to our complacency. A. 
candid recognition that m 
country in today’s world can five 
in isolation or have total control 
over its own affairs, need not 
threaten symbols of national 
identity, butsimpty expose mem 
as not expressing foe whole 
truth about us. 

To treat sovereignty as a 
broken symbol is not to deride 
it, still less to bury it It is » open 
ft up to new ways of thinking 
about foe tension between 
centalised authority and nat- 
ional independence. T.S. Eliot 
wondered whether foe Mag 

had witnessed a birfo or a death 

in journeying to acknowledge 
their newfound king. The an- 
swer surely was — both. 


How to start a world war 


The West’s 
blundering in 
Bosnia can 
ontymake 
matters worse 


S o the policy has failed. 
The Serbian president. 
Slobodan Milosevic, 
. has not been toppled by 
Western pressure. The tighten- 
ing of Douglas Hurd's noose 
has merely increased the flow of 
blood to his head- Washington's 
threat of war crimes charges 
against Serbian extremists pre- 
dictably boosted them to a 
quarter of foe seats in parifa- 
menL The American secretary 
of state, Lawrence Eagleburger, 
must be crassest politician in the 
West The election was loaded, 
but nobody is claiming Mr 
Milosevic really lost 
Sp stupid is Western policy 
towards Serbia that I rather 
think everybody is on Mr 
Milosevic’s side: Politicians 
should repeat three times a day 
before breakfast “Economic 
Sanctions Never Work". Sanc- 
tions against Serbia have done 
what sanctions always do: en- 
trench those in power, breed 
nationalism and encourage self- 
sufficiency. Thera is no case of a 
wicked regime, democratic or 
dictatorial being brought down 
by sanctions, and a dozen cases 
of foe opposite. (I am still 
waiting for Saddam to be 
toppled by Mr Hurd’s enraged, 
impoverished middle classes.) 
The West's election policy has 
merely made heroes of men 
such as Zdjko Raznatovic, 
whose ghoulish doings are por- 
nographkally publicised by foe 
Western media. 

Undaunted by foe collapse of 
one ill-considered policy — the 
toppling of Mr Milosevic — 
George Bush and John Major 
have derided on an even more 
ill-considered one It is called a 
no-fly zone. Mr Major unwisely 
identified himself with ft by 
yesterday flying to foe Adriatic 
The boy-m-the-bomber-from- 
the-carrier has suddenly be- 
come the Sir Galahad of tiie 
New World Order. His high- 
tech surgical strikes can “fake 
out” Soman fighter-bombers 
(none of which have flown for 



forming shifting alliances, ac- 
cused of incessant atrocities, 
with no dear political or mili- 
taiy objective. 

This is the way much larger 
wars start On Monday of last 
week in Helsinki foe Russian 
foreign minister, Andrei Koz- 
yrev. made a spoof speech. He 
pretended that Bons Yeltsin 
had been outvoted by conserva- 
tives at the Peoples’ Congress. 
He declared that Russian impe- 
rialism was back. The vast and 
unemployed Russian army was 
summoned to. aid foe Serbian 
Slavs of the Balkans. Russia had 
taken too much humiliation 
from foe West The country was 
mobilising to seize back the 
Soviet empire. 

The following day. to Mr 
Kozyrev's undoubted honor. 
Mr Yeltsin was indeed outvoted 
by the Congress. I was in 
Moscow and found nobody 
treating Mr Kozyrev’s speech as 
funny anymore. A post-Yeltsin 
Russia may not plunge into a 
Balkans war. but do we want to 
take foal-risk? It could certainty 
use its UN veto against Ameri- 
can air action. If America and 
perhaps Nalo proceeded with 
the present escalation outside 
tiie UN. what then? 


LiU-irl. illlT 

4 jrin his master’s steps he trod... V f 


weeks, but no matter).. He can 
flatten Serbian guns. If the guns 
are unsportmgly moved into 
villages, he can flatten villages 
as welL Two can play the ethnic 
deansing game. Watch those 
Serb villages bum, baby, bum. 
That will give Mr Milosevic and 
his thugs a bloody nose. That 
will stop them hying their vile 
tricks on plucky Kosovo, Let's 
show those Serbian rapists the 
business end of an F-16. That is 
the kind of talk they like an 
Capitol Hfll and in foe New 
York Times. Now Mr Eagle-' 
burger can walk tall on foe 
Georgetown dinner-diaift. 

That Mr Major has . felt 
obliged to go along with this 
complete change of policy — 
from relief to war — is wretched 
indeed. Mr Eagleburger has 
even implied that relief convoys 
may have to stop, lest they get in 
the way of his possibly less than 
surgical bombs. • Both Cyrus 


Vance and foe aid organisers 
are appalled. Not just United 
Nations troops fait civilian trade 
convoys will be regarded as 
hostile. (The civilian drivers are 
the true heroes of foe relief 
effort at least soldiers and 
publidty-seeking politicians 
have armoured cars.) 

We now have tiie ultimate 
interventionist obscenity. Sara- 
jevans starving while Americans 
bomb the Bosnian countryside 
for the sake of prime-time 
footage. The policy has no 
sensible humanitarian goal, 
such as offering sanctuary to 
refugees. It dearly increases 
tension. It is that subtle shift in 
objective which Jets weak politi- 
cians off tough decisions, but 
. which terrifies soldiers. In this 
case foe shift is from a delicate 
relief operation to fighting on 
one side in a civil war. An 
American air attack on Serbian 
forces will exult the hardliners 


in Belgrade and suck the out- 
side world into war. 

At this point the intervention 
lobby asks. “Well what would 
you do instead?” as if bombing 
Serbs was at least a comforting 
thought that did not overtax the 
brain. The only honest answer is 
not to do what is being done, to 
revert to strictly civilian relief 
even if that means standing 
outside foe theatre of war. We 
did not become militarily in- 
volved in Ethopia when rivfl 
war was causing dreadful suffer- 
ing. likewise we are not fight- 
ing in Sudan or Armenia or 
Afghanistan. We generousty 
plunge our charity ipto other 
people’s conflicts but do not take 
on foe burden of resolving 
them. We adhere scrupulously 
to the oldest maxim of charity, 
which is to avoid the use offeree 
at ail costs, even if force may 
offer a short cut to foe needy. In 
Bosnia, from the moment UN 


troops, arrived, aid workers 
feared, the pressure would be on 
to become parly to the war. 
America now wane to fight this 
war on the ride of foe underdog, 
thus merely prolonging a horrif- 
ic conflict This will postpone an 
inevitable settlement carving up 
Bosnia. It will increase foe 
chance of murderous gangs 
descending on Kosovo or 
Macedonia. 

War can always be made to 
seem attractive in absentia. The 
West can put hundreds of 
thousands at troops into Bosnia, 
into Macedonia, into the Yugo- 
slavian province of Koscwo 
(which means invading Serbia). 
Hie colour of their berets would 
not matter to Serbs they would 
be foe enemies of an elected 
leader, who would become a 
Slav hero. These troops would 
be fighting foe most awful war 
imaginable across foe moun- 
tains and passes of tiie Balkans, 


I t is never easy to choose a 
moment in the prelimi- 
nary to a senseless war to 
pull bade and say. this 
may be evil but not as great an 
evil as we are about to unleash. 
When your soldiers are not yet 
dying and your bombs not yet 
slaughtering civilians, war has 
the best tunes. Today's “thin red 
line of heroes” are politicians in 
Saracens and reporters in flak 
jackets. But when the guns 
begin to shoot the only question 
will be, “Who got us into this 
mesST 

The American historian. 
Francis Fukuyama, wrote last 
year that liberal democracy had 
triumphed across the globe. He 
appears to be changing his line. 
He wrote on Monday that the 
West must intervene to protect 
et hnic minorities throughout 
Eastern Europe, including Rus- 
sians in former satellite states: 
“Let us hope that foe West's 
tragic reluctance to become 
involved in Yugoslavia will not 
be repeated in the case of the 
former Soviet Union.” What a 
prospect Yet this is the voice of 
foe new interventionism, a cru- 
sader summoning the West to 
try its hand ai-a third world war. 
In 1990 we thought we had 
averted that horror. There are 
times when history must die 
laughing. 
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Master race hots up 


FOR THOSE looking to take that 
crucial last step on the career 
ladder, the festive season could be 
an anxious time. No less than four 
Cambridge colleges — Clare. 
Selwyn. Corpus Christi and 
Pete rtiouse — are currently looking 
for masters while a fifth. Wolfcon. 
still needs a president to replace 
Professor David Williams. 

. Such posts are among the most 
sought-after in what is still loosely 
termed academia, not least because 
they bring with them tenancy of a 
handsome master’s lodge and invi- 
tations to foe best tables in town. 
With five up for grabs at once, talk 
' in the university is of little else. 

Strong favourite for one of foe 
posts is John Tusa. foe retiring 
head of the BBC World Service. 
Tusa, who studied histoiyatTrinity 
College, Cambridge, is well con- 
nected in foe arts and political 
world, and is being dosety linked to 
foe Wolfcon job, along with Lord 
Wilson, the former governor of 
Hong Kong. 

Perhaps inevitably, much specu- 
lation is focused on Germaine 
Greer, author of The Female 
Eunuch and The Change, who was 
narrowly beaten in January in her 


attempt to become Master of 
Sidney Sussex College. But Greer, 
who lectures part-time at Newn- 
ham, will not have endeared her- 
self to (he Cambridge establish- 
ment with her response to defeat. *1 
am relieved — who would want to 
be mistress of the dullest college in 
Cambridge?” 

Kenneth Baker, in the political 
wilderness since he left foe cabinet, 
is a possible contender. Another 
former cabinet minister, Lord St 
John of Fawsley. is Master of 
Emmanuel 

Pererhouse, one of the most 
colourful of all Cambridge colleges 
and foe model for Tom Sharpe’s 
Porterhouse Blue, is having most 
difficulty- The college is a former 
Thatcherite stronghold, but with 
foe balance of power shifting a 
suitable candidate is yet to emerge: 
With a Thatcherite cabal deter- 
mined to win the day. Sir Alan 
Walters, Baroness Thatcher’s for- 
mer economic adviser, Professor 
Patrick M infori foe monetarist 
economist, and Roger Scruton, foe 
former Professor of Aesthetics at 
Birkbedc College, have emerged as 
likely contenders. 

One Peteihouse grandee, ap- 



DIARY 


palled at the prospect of such 
hardline candidates, says: “The 
danger is that someone like Alan 
Walters will get foe post because 
dons will have become tired of 
discussing the candidates," 
Scruton. a former research Mow 
of Peterhouse, was flattered- at the 
prospect “Anyone would be inter- 
ested. But I will not be offered the 
post. I am too anti-establishment 
Alan Walters has a handle to his 
name and he could give the college 
an ‘in’ with foe powers that be,” 
But, if Porterhouse Blue is any 
guide, Paul Swann, the chief porter 
at Peteihouse, is your man. 

Suet success 

WITH only one foil shopping day 
left until foe 25th, the final shots 
are being fired in the exclusive war 


of the Christmas pudding. 

For the past five years, makers of 
the more up-market suet creations 
have targeted their market through 
foe quality press, radio and tele- 
virion. This Christmas, as last, the 
outright victor is Anton 
Mosimann, whose £8-99 version 
has sold more than 25,000 and has 
■ proved so popular that his aides re- 
portedly had to make an extra 
batch of 1,500 last week to satisfy 
demand. . 

Despite the quantity of that sale, 
however, Christmas gourmets sug- 
gest that the pudding made by 
Joyce Motyneux from The Carved 
Angel, the renowned seaside 
earerie in Dartmouth, is that bit 
better. Certainty Salty Clarke, the 
Kensington restaurateur, has taken 
her pudding this year, as has Son- 
ny’s restaurant in Barnes and the 
David Meilor kitchen shops. The 
£9.95 pudding has sold a mere 
1,000 in. London but Motyneux re- 
mains hopeful for the battles 
ahead: *’I wonder whether 
Mosimann’s recipe is still the same, 
or whether it has less suetT she 
asks. She is right it does, say 
Mosimann insiders. But Moly- 
neux is not convinced if s a cut for 
the better. “I think people are per- 
haps willing to go for vary high cho- 
lesterol once a year.” Cholesterol 
. apart Fortnum and Mason this 


Alice and the palace 

ONE OF Britain’s best-paid nonagenar- 
ians celebrates her birthday on Christ- 
mas day. Princess Alice, who received 
£87,000 from the Civil List this year, will 
be 91. The princess, who wrote her 
memoirs ten years ago, performed about 
50 official functions this year, which 
means she averages about £1.740 an 
appearance: Princess Alice, who 
describes herself as “a land of pre- 
beatnik”. was part of foe Happy Valley 
set in Kenya before marrying Prince 
Henry, Duke of Gloucester, third son of King George V. The third 
daughter of foe 7fo Duke of Bucdeach, Princess Alice was given sound 
advice by her father, who told her to learn how to make lamp shades in 

case she fell on hard times in late-life. The advice may yet come in usefiiL 

She is one member of the royal fanrity who is likely to find hereelf 
eradicated from foe newly pared Civil List 



is now seeking alternative accom- 
modation and Standard is hoping 
he will make it a hat trick. S 
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year wins foe price stakes with its 
4Tb pudding, a mere £1 6.95. 

Streetwise 

THE RECESSION is now so bad 
that foe prospect of bank managers 
homeless and on the streets is a real 
one. Tony Rogers, for instance, foe 
chief executive of Standard 
Chartered's Malaysian business, is 
faring the prospect for the second 
tune in three years. 

Rogers's problem, however, is 


that his accommodation is too pala- 
tial. Having discovered that its 
house and compound in Kuala 
Uimpur Is now in foe most desir- 
able suburb of foe fast-growing city 
Standard has cashed in and sold 
the housefor £20 million. 

Fortunately. Rogers is no strang- 
er to foe streets. In 1989. as Stan- 
dard's manager in Thailand, he 
was similarly evicted from his 
house in Bangkok when the bank 
discovered, to its delight that the 
site was worth £50 million. Rogers 
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IN HARNESS 

The EC s two ambassadors will be too busy to squabble 


Maastricht has been an unnecessary and 
damaging distraction for the European 
Community. The past two years have been 
raken up with minute introspection, while 
outside the Community momentous events 
were taking place. The Gatt round has to be 
resolved, the former communist countries of 
Europe need to be brought into the fold of 
Western European trade and, most ur- 
gently, the ethnic tension in ex-Yugoslavia 
must somehow be contained. 

Thus the most important appointments 
Jacques Delore made yesterday in his re- 
shuffle of portfolios in the European Com- 
mission were to ask two men to share the 
post of external affairs. Will Sir Leon Brittan 
and Hans van den Broek, who will represent 
the EC in its relations with the outside world, 
be able to work as a team? The wony is that 
the two will bicker while these vital problems 
remain unresolved. 

Trade negotiations are among the 
Commission’s broadest powers: its officials 
bargain on behalf of the 12 ' member 
governments, whose ministers are confined 
only to setting a framework and then 
approving or refusing the final result 
Splitting the Commission’s top external 
affairs job into two parts and them sharing it 
between two of the largest and hungriest 
beasts of the Brussels jungle, Mr van den 
Broek and Sir Leon, might seem to presage 
dangerous internal divisions. 

Yet they may not materialise. The task of 
representing the Community outside its own 
borders is now so huge that spreading it 
between more than one commissioner was 
inevitable. The possibilities of infighting 
between Mr van den Broek and Sir Leon 
cannot be ruled out 

But both men are shrewd and experienced 
enough to know that if they cooperate, they 
will be the most influential pair of commis- 
sioners after the president himself and a 
formidable counterweight to the power that 


M Delors has managed to build up in the 
Community’s labiynthine system. 

Sir Leon can concentrate on two chal- 
lenges. The Gatt talks require political skill 
inside the Commission and negotiating skill 
in Geneva. Sir Leon will also be the steward 
of around £2 billion of aid each year to 
eastern Europe and the ex-Soviet Union. He 
has to make sense of an EC aid and trade 
policy which gives with one hand and takes 
away with the other mone y is pumped into 
renascent economies which midmeir ex- 
ports blocked at the Community’s frontiers. 
Britain's senior commissioner has his 
opportunity to show that the EC intends to 
end the mean-minded introversion, which it 
has shown to the other half of Europe. 

Mr van den Broek, above all, is an 
unabashed Arlan deist who once thought of 
running for the secretaiy-generalship of 
Nato. M Delore has relinquished tire 
sensitive question of developing the ECs 
"common foreign and security policy” to a 
man who is one of the least likely in Europe 
to rip apart the frayed fabric of the alliance 
between America and Europe. Mr van den 
Broek. at the Maastricht treaty negotiations, 
told British ministers to stand up to M 
Delors* harebrained schemes for setting the 
EC up as a superpower rival to the US. 

Mr van den Broek therefore has a well- 
defined task that may wet! run through to 
the next Commission, which is due to take 
office in only two years' time. He has to 
frame the answer to the hard question posed 
by the daily sequence of ghastly images from 
the Balkans: What, if anything, can Europe 
do? Since events have made brutally, plain 
that the EC is inacapable of doing anything 
useful on its own. Mr van den Broek can 
only solve the dilemma by building bridges 
with other organisations. Few people are 
better qualified to wade in the alphabet soup 
of the CSCE, WEU and Nato and to rescue 
something useful for the future. 


STOP MOTORWAY MAYHEM 

Murderous speeding should be a criminal offence 


The shocking death toll on the roads and 
motorways in the past two days has shown 
that the nation’s driving habits are still 
maned by a stubborn recklessness. As fog 
and frost set in. police warned motorists to 
slow down and listen to weather warnings — 
advice so obvious it should not have to be 
spelt out Yet the Automobile Association 
reported that Monday was its busiest day on 
record, as more than 7,000 drivers who were 
stranded or involved in accidents called in 
for assistance. The grim spectacle of pile-ups 
involving dozens of vehicles and as many 
casualties suggested an almost wilful ir- 
responsibility at work. 

Quite opposite conclusions can be drawn 
from the drink-driving statistics released 
yesterday by the Association of Chief Police 
Officers. The new figures, broadly similar to 
last year’s, confirm the radical change in 
public attitudes over the last decade towards 
a practice that was once regarded as a mere 
peccadillo. The number of fatal accidents 
involving drunk drivers has halved since 
19S2. as ihe 14-year old official campaign 
has bitten deep into the public conscience. 
According to a Gallup poll published earlier 
this year, more than 80 per cent of people 
said that government advertising had made 
an impact upon them. 

Yesterday’s police statistics are testimony 
to the power of property focused public 
education, in particular, the figures support 


the case for the transport department’s 
newest and most graphic advertisement 
which shows the moribund face of a young 
girl hit by a drunken driver. 

The government must now translate its 
propaganda coup further afield: Speeding 
remains a national pastime the temptations 
of the open motorway are to middle-class 
driven what joy-riding is to the inner-city 
unemployed. According to a recent Scottish 
Office survey, more than 50 per. cent of 
motorists still regard speeding as a minor 
offence — ' an absurdly relaxed attitude 

John MacGregor, the transport secretary, 
has already allotted £50 million of the 1993- 
4 roads package to safely projects. He should 
ensure that money is set aside for an adver- 
tising campaign next year to prevent a repe- 
tition of the mayhem on the motorways. In 
part the public needs to know what precau- 
tions to take when conditions are treach- 
erous. Equally, they must be reminded of the 
potentially ghastly consequences if they 
ignore such advice. Shock images may be 
tasteless, but they are effective. 

But there will be no significant change in 
driving practice until police forces are given 
the power to make advisory speed limits 
compulsory. Such restrictions would be 
triggered by weather conditions and set 
regionally by chief police officers, who would 
then be legally responsible for dear sign- 
posting of the change. 


DUTY BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

rhristmag Past: a series on the unchanging face of the season. 
Four From The Times ofDecember20, 1935 


Now comes the testing time in the great 
Christmas campaign. The first few days of 
shopping were enlivening and easy. We 
were ushered into new-built Palaces of Art 
and Aladdin’s Caves. We were given lectures 
— and rides, if we wished — on electric 
railways; exhibitions of model cranes that 
would lift an umbrella to the ceiling: 
demonstrations by bemused model ele- 
phants and precocious dolls. Altogether we 
were entertained at as lively a Christmas 
party as we may hope to enjoy this season. 
The spirit in which Christmas shopping 
should be done was brisk within, us. 

“Not the little prize Turkey, the big one. 
- . . . Go and buy it" Scrooge himself was 
hardly more impulsive or more generous. Or 
perhaps, in strict truth, our mood was more 
like that of PEPYS. as he "stopped and 
dropped money at five or six places, aU the 
willinger because it was Christmas." These 
high standards were our guides, and until 
now there has been no difficulty in playing 
up to them. . . 

Bare patches, however, are beginning to 
appear on the stalls that seemed inexhaust- 
ible. There have been disappointments for 
newcomers. Santa Claus’s sack is finite after 
all. The lumbering elephant has gone and 
cannot be replaced. 771® shelves of slippers 
begin to show long gaps, like the rows of 
shoes along an hotel corridor out of foe 
season. Onty the more splendid of the socks 
remain on many counters. The task of 
hanging presents on foe brandies of the 
family tree becomes more and more for- 
midable. Forgotten boughs are suddenly 
remembered, calling for fresh forays, and 
the mood is in danger of becoming almost as 
that of foe captives hanging their harps on 
strange willows. 

It seems odd that men. who have always 



sung the most loudly on the glories of 
Christmas — led by PEPYS, “with a heart 
full of true joy" — should now leave foe 
privilege of shopping mainly to their wives 
and daughters. In foe old days the 
Christinas season was never thought to have 
begun until foe master of foe household had 
come home laden with the pick of foe' 
market He may now plead that he has other 
work to do, and that modem shopping 
demands a technique that only practice can 
make perfect Having refused to meddle 
with it for eleven months of foe year, what 
kind of a mess would he not make by 
plunging in alone at foe height of the 
campaign? Shopping to man is a thing 
apart Tis woman’s — perhaps not whole 
existence — but at least a sufficiently great 
part of it to give any shopping expedition a 
delight as of the chase. A zeal which can 
inspire: 

Six consecutive weeks without stopping 

In one continuous round of shopping 
is likely to be spurred onty to greater efforts 
ai foe challenge of foe piled counters before 
Christmas. Therefore foe men’s reluctance 
to visit more than the toy stalls has hitherto 
been wise. But now perhaps comes their 
opportunity for bolder ventures. Many 

names still remain to be crossed off the list of 

those who shall receive presents. The shops 
have announced that they will stay open 
until late in the evening. Shock tactics are 
required and quick decisions. It is said that 
men are difficult to choose for. Let them 

prove that they can at least choose for others, 
while the advance guard — who have 
stormed the defences and carried off much 
of foe spoils — take a well-earned rest To the 

fain t heart who hesitates DICKENS once 
more gives encouragement: “Ifs impossible 
to cany foal to Camden Town. Tate a cab." 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

l Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 071-782 5000 

Editors on the freedom of the press Serbs and the continuing violence 


From the Chairman of the 
Association of British Editors 

Sir, Lord M arsh (tetter. December 2 1) 
is wrong and. given the position he 
once held as chairman of the News- 
paper Publishers’ Association, dan- 
gerously wrong. To suggest as he 
does, thar those who work for the 
media do so for no other purpose than 
to make money for the owners ignores 
what is in fact their more significant 
"job; which is to provide a free flow of 
information on every topic that is 
important or of interest to their 
readers, viewers or listeners. 

On this depends the effective opera- 
tion of a democratic society, and 
attempts to pur further restraints on 
freedom of information must be as 
resolutely opposed new as they have 
been in the past. 

Clive Sotey*s BUI, for all its apparent 
good intent, would apply a very tight 
toumiguet on the flow of news and 
information by putting much of its 
control in foe hands of a government- 
appointed body. Armed by Par- 
liament with legal powers, it would in 
dfect be in a position to deride what 
newspapers should or should not 
publish, and is thus the thin end of a 
large wedge of censorship, of which 
the next logical step would be the 
licensing of approved publications 
and the banning of the others. 

At the same time we in the media 
must accept that Mr Soley is respond- 
ing to parliamentary concern at some 
excessive behaviour by some of us. 
The problem with the proposed sol- 
ution. and with other ideas such as the 
introduction of a privacy law, is that 
they are heavy-handed and likely to 
tip the balance towards more secrecy 
and away from the right to know. 

When the size of the media is taken 
into account, and the amount of 
reporting that is done from hour to 
hour and day to day, the incidence of 
bad conduct is very small. The 
number of complaints has declined 
since the introduction of a code of 
practice, which sets out the pro- 
fessional and ethical standards 
journalists are required to follow 
when going about their business, and 
the creation of the Press Complaints 
Commission, whose task is to monitor 
our behaviour. 

Of course there have been trans- 
gressions. and no one is defending 
them. But the code — the first foe 
press has ever had — and the 
commission are still in their infancy. 
We should not be put in chains before 
being -given time to make them work, 
nor should journalists be stopped 
from doing what they are paid to do. 
which is to report as accurately as 
possible on what’s going on. 

Yours faithfully. 

JAMES BISHOP (Chairman. 
Association of British Editors), 

20 Upper Ground, SE1. 

From the Editor of the Hampstead & 
High gale Express 

Sir. Lord Marsh takes a dangerously 
totalitarian and tainted view of 


, democracy, accepting censorship as 
inherent Duty means performing a 
task for moral or legal reasons: it 
makes foe case for journalists to 
pursue the truth in all its guises, 
though not necessarily by any means. 

On that score, some journalists, 
myself included, seek reforms in the 
law of trespass and controls on 
electronically gathered information, 
though it is hard to do foe larterwhen 
obscene material, accepted to be 
illegal in British law, can be beamed 
m by satellite. 

Parliament's duty is to be a check on 
the executive and to reveal its short- 
comings, something it is not veiy 
good at as our party system produces 
too many ineffectual MPs. The press's 
duty reflects and enhances that, 
exposing the blatant lies and corrosive 
secrecy we have witnessed, for exam- 
ple, in recent months. 

What Lord Marsh highlights is the 
need for a written constitution with 
accepted rights for all, including 
freedom of the press and freedom of 
expression, which too often get con- 
fused. 

Yours sincerely, 

GERALD ISAAMAN, Editor, 
Hampstead 0 Highgate Express , 
Marlborough House, 

1 79-1 89 Finchley Road, NW3. 

From the Editor of the Evening 
Standard 

Sir. Lord Marsh says the only duty 
journalists have is “to provide the 
owners with an acceptable return on 
their investment". There are those 
who argue that the onty reason 
anyone wishes to be a member of 
Parliament is because they wash to 
pick up a fat salary cheque without the 
need for real work. 

There are those who argue that 
members of any Cabinet are ob- 
ligated, not to the public, but to the 
overwhelming sense of their own self- 
importance. Fortunately, some of us 
refuse to believe iL 

Of course members of Parliament 
from time to time need to adjust their 
opinions for the good of the party. Of 
course newspapermen are sometimes 
obliged to bear in mind circulation. 
Despite this, what continues to amaze 
me is both how many politicians 
remain honest to foe cause Much first 
brought them into Parliament and 
how many journalists, despite tempta- 
tions to foe contrary, continue to 
crusade on the public’s behalf. 

Those newspapermen whom Lord 
Marsh describes as being interested 
onty in providing “an acceptable 
return" on their proprietors’ invest- 
mentswfll ultimately fail, as wiD their 
newspapers. 

As in politics; so in journalism —the 
cynic wffl be found out in the end. The 
public is simply too sensible to have it 
any other way. 

Yours faithfully. 

STEWART STEVEN, 

Editor, Everting Standard . 

Norfhdiffe House, 

2 Deny Street Kensington, W8. 


From MrJ. D. Porter 

Sir. Conor Cruise O’Brien (“Blunder- 
ing into Bosnia", December 1 5) refers 
to "rolling back the Serbs out of 
Bosnia". A little later he says that if 
“the Serbs were driven out of Bosnia 
foe invading forces . . . would have to 
remain in Bosnia indefinitely, to 
ensure that the Serbs did not come 
bade”. 

My understanding is that the 
population of Bosnia-Herzegovina is 
split roughly one third Serb, one third 
Muslim ana one third Croatian. As to 
territory, the Serbs have historically 
always occupied considerably more 
than one thud of the country by 
reason of the fact that they are largely 
agrarian and the Muslims are the 
town and city dwellers. 

The native Bosnian-Serbs have as 
much right as the other two groups to 
remain in their own country. What 
needs to be stopped is the persistent 
aggression try any of the groups and 
foe simply of arms to them by outride 
forces. 

Yours sincerely. 

J. D. PORTER. 

Flat 1 1. Grand court. 

King Edward's Parade. 

Eastbourne; East Sussex. 

December 18. 

From MrYugo Kovach 

Sir. You state that "the Serbs must be 
stopped" (leading artide, “Time to 
act", December 1 7). Yet Lord Owen, a 
most unlikely Serbophile, acknowl- 
edges their readiness to negotiate. 
The Bosnian Serbs, in fact, have 
wanted to do so for months, ever since 
the}' had established a defendable 
perimeter around their ethnic areas. 
In contrast, the Muslim Slav-domi- 
nated presidency warns international 
intervention; hence it has not been 
willing to negotiate and has had no 
interest in upholding ceasefires. 

You refer to “the cynical deceit of 
the Belgrade government and their 
placemen in Bosnia". The truth is that 
the democratic election which legiti- 
mised Izetbegovic’s leadership of the 
Bosnian Muslims also legitimised 
Karadzic’s leadership of Bosnia's 
Serbs. 

As for deceit, it is a matter of record 
that foe Muslim Slavdominated 
presidency reneged, needless to say 
onty after international recognition 
had been granted, on the agreement 
reached with foe Bosnian Serbs and 
Croats under EC chairmanship to 
ethnically divide Bosnia. Note that the 
Bosnian Serbs resorted to arms onty 
after it had become apparent that the 
international community was con- 
doning the presidency’s deceitful 
behaviour. 

You worry that the Serb use of 
helicopters (inducting casualty evacu- 


ation?) will undermine the authority 
of the UN. On the contrary, the real 
threat to the UN is the international 
community's plan to divide Yugo- 
slavia into six statelets, along Tito's 
federal administrative lines. It will 
patently network. 

What is emerging is a Bosnia which 
will comprise a three-sided loose 
confederation or, even worse, be 
subject to a UN mandate similar to 
the British one in Palestine; an 
ethnically based Croatia, incorporat- 
ing an embittered autonomous Serb 
K raj in a; a Macedonia federated 
into Macedonian Slav and Albanian 
units; and a Montenegro with three 
constituent nations. 

As for Serbia proper, heaven knows 
what kind of constitutional maze 
would satisfy the international com- 
munity. Authority based on the 
concept of infallibility is indeed worri- 
some. 

Yours faithfully. 

YUGO KOVACH. 

38 Lebanon Park, 

Twickenham. Middlesex. 

December 17. - 

From MrT.A- Payne 

Sir. As the husband of a Bosnian 
Seib, and as a former member of the 
British- Yugoslav Society, my despair 
at reacting Richard Beeston’s artide, 
“Rape and revenge" (December 1 7). 
on sexual abuse by Serbs against 
Muslim women is deepened by the 
feet that 1 am generally sympathetic to 
the Serbian cause. My support rests 
upon the feet that onty moderate 
Serbs still uphold the ideal of a 
Yugoslavia that is far more homoge- 
neous than our press and political 
establishments would have us believe. 

Those who commit such atrocities, 
whether they are Serbs. Croats or 
Muslims, not onty rape women and 
children, but also defile the concept of 
Yugoslavia — the onty real guarantee 
of peace and freedom in the Balkans. 

Yours faithfully, 

TERRY PAYNE, 

5 Kenilworth Court, 

Penge. SE20. 

From Mr Angus Duncan 

Sir, What will foe prime minister 
achieve by going to Bosnia (leading 
artide. December 22)? A great photon 
opportunity for him but for the 
soldiers onty hindrance in carrying 
out their duties. VIPs think that they 
boost morale when visiting troops but 
my experience when in the army was 
that more could be done with time off 
and good food and drink. 

Yours faithfully, 

ANGUS DUNCAN, 

53 Dagnan Road, Balham. SW12. 
December 22. 


Israeli actions 

From Dr John Slome 

Sir. The Reverend Robin Ray’s letter 
(December 1 9) asks if Israeli removal 
of a significant number of native 
inhabitants from territory it controls is 
"ethnic deansing". Of course it is. 
Perhaps if Israel undertook “ethnic 
deansing" to foe same degree as exists 
in other Middle East states, there 
might be peace in the area. 

Jews are forbidden not only to live 
in Jordan, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates . (their 
absence being a result of earlier 
“ethnic cleansing* 1 ), but also to enter 
into these countries for any reason. 

We should not forget thar in older 
w keep Saudi Arabia “ethnically" 
dean during the Gulf war. Western 
military forces felt it diplomatic not to 
hold “church” services. 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN SLOME, 

The Clinic. 

146 Walm Lane, NW2. 
December21. 

From Lord May hew 

Sir, The Reverend Robin Ray has a 
point But of coarse the nfaor ethnic 
deansing in Palestine took place in 
1948 and 1 967, when some one and 
a half million people were driven from 
their homes, spurred on, at the 
beginning, by atrocities such as foe 
Dor Yassin massacre of 1 948. 

Unlike foe Bosnian Serbs, the 
Israeli ethnic cleansers were invaders 
rather than inhabitants. Whether this 
makes their crime more dreadful or 
less I find it hard to say. 

Yours faithfully, 

CHRISTOPHER MAYHEW. 

House of Lords. 

December 20. 


Industrial parallels 

From Mr Roland Castro 

Sir, There are many parallels between 
the plight of our miners and that of 
French farmers. Maybe we should be 
more sympathetic towards France’s 
predicament 

Yours faithfully, 

ROLAND CASTRO. 

3 Chester Close, Chester Street SWI. 


Drinkers who smoke 

From Mr F. P. Taylor 

Sir, Your report (December 1 7) from 
the British Psychological Sodety 
meeting that three glasses of wine or 
one and a half pints of beer a day help 
to ward off the common cold is 
misleading. Dr Andrew Smith’s re- 
search at the University of Wales 
dearly shows this unproved resistance 
is confined to non-smokers. Those 
who smoke show no benefit from a 
modicum of alcohoL 

Yours faithfully. 

F.P. TAYLOR. 

7 Kingsway. Frodsham, Cheshire. 
December 17. 


Legal aid offer 

From the President of the Association 
of Personal Injury Lawyers 

Sir, The “snub" delivered by the Lord 
Chancellor to the offer by the Bar 
Council and foe Law Society to accept 
a freeze in legal-aid pay rates (report, 
December 1 8) again raises fears that 
the proposed cuts have a social as well 
as a financial motivation. 

I hope that these fears are not 
justified. The best way of proving that - 
would be for the government to 
examine seriously suggestions for 
costs saving, such as that put forward 
by foe Bar Council and the Law 
Sodety with a view to making savings 
or finding “new" money for legal aid. 

My association over a year ago 
pointed out thar in personal injury 
cases, while most defendants are 
corporate bodies who could recoup 
foe VAT paid on legal services and 
daim tax allowances, plaintiffs could 
not 

We suggested that this matter 
should be examined to see whether, 
by removing that right and so 
creating equality between the parties, 
additional funds could be made 
available for legal aid. As far as I 


know, no consideration has been 
given to this suggestion. It is also 
particul arty important to look at foe 
overall funding facts with regard to 
legally aided personal injury work. 

Something like 80 per cent to 90 
per cent of the Legal Aid Board’s 
outlay is recovered as a result of the 
successful conclusion of cases. If fewer 
cases are brought, as they inevitably 
will be under the new eligibility rules, 
foe Treasury will lose money because 
of the new "clawback” provisions 
under which foe DSS recovers its 
outlay on benefits in cases where 
compensation is recovered. 

A significant part of the increase in 
legal aid is attributable to increases in 
VAT and court costs. Ironically, 
county court fees were put up, some by 
as much as three times, on foe veiy 
day that the cuts were announced. 

Is it not time that a proper 
accounting took place instead of this 
blind response to financial pressures, 
resulting in the poorest and weakest 
being deprived of thar rights? 

Yours faithfully. 

J. MELVILLE WILLIAMS 
(President Association of Personal 
Injury Lawyers) . 

15 Old Square. Lincoln's Inn, WC2. 


Religion guide 

From, the Reverend Dr I. M. Ellis 

Sir, Ruth (Mull's “good religion 
guide” series (Weekend section), with 
& star-rated sermons, liturgies, music 
etc, is intriguing; but sadly, I believe 
it is also fundamentally flawed. The 
flaw is the. all-pervading suggestion 
that religion is another “consumer” 
affair. 

Yours faithfully, 

IAN M. ELLIS. 

The Rectory, 89 MulIavDty Road, 
Tandragee, Co. Armagh. 

December 19. 


Mayhew on Ireland 

From Mr David McCarthy Brown ■ 

Sir, Your Ireland correspondent in- 
forms us (report December 17) that 
on December 16 foe Northern Ire- 
land secretary. Sir Patrick Mayhew, 
described foe aspiration towards foe 
Irish unification- as being no less 
legitimate than unionism. 

Other than within foe framework of 
a re-united British Isles, it is hard to 
see how this can be so. 

Arguably, even in foe absence of 
arty recourse to actual violence, those 
who seek to subvert some one million 
of Her Majesty's loyal subjects from 
their allegiance within the realm, and 


who favour the annexation of part of 
the kingdom by a neighbouring 
republic, could be guilty of sedition. 

At aity rate, it is sheer political 
illiteracy (and. as we have seen, a 
recipe for near-anarchy) to start 
treating such subversion as a “legiti- 
mate aspiration”. It can hardly be 
that at least, not wrthin the context of 
this United Kingdom. Perhaps, as a 
mere former attorney-general Sir 
Patrick cannot reasonably be expected 
to have grasped such legal fun- 
damentals of political foe. 

Youre faithfully, 

david McCarthy brown. 
Mole End, Buroot 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire. 


\ 




Season’s greetings 

From MrsJ. Williams 

Sir, In former years Christmas cards 
could be posted at a cheaper rate if foe 
flaps of envelopes were tucked in. 
rather than sealed. Now, paying foe 
full rate, if we reverted to this sensible 
habit the envelopes could be re-used 
and trees saved. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOYCE WILLIAMS. 

67 Buttermere Court 
Boundary Road, NWS. 

December 11. 

From Mrs Annabel Geddes 

Sir. Being rather short-sighted, I 
inadvertently posted a number of 
letters the other day with lp stamps 
on them. I had mistaken them for 
first-class stamps and was in a hurry. 
They all arrived at their destinations 
next day, and no extra postage was 
charged. 

Yours faithfully, 

ANNABEL GEDDES. 

59e Harcourt Terrace, SW10. 
December 14. 

From Mr John Cutress 

Sir. Mrs Tingey’s criticism of the 
Central Office of Information's Span- 
ish (letter. December 23} is not 
entirety justified. At my Spanish 
evening classes, where I am twice as 
old as any other student, my Spanish 
teacher (who is Spanish) assured me 
that I was correct in saying to her 
“Felices Pascuas” as it means Easter 
and Christmas plus the Feast of the 
Kings (Epiphany) and can best be 
translated as “Season's Greetings". 

Yours sincerely. 

JOHN CUTRESS. 

69 The Droveway, 

Hove, East Sussex. 

December 22. 


Mummy's molars 

From DrH. G. Muller 

Sir. You report. (December 21) the X- 
ray examination of an Egyptian 
mummy, Jeni, and daim that the fact 
that her teeth were not ground down 
Ity millstone grit is evidence of her 
youth. Wooden pestle and mortar 
mills were common in anrient Egypt 

Yours faithfully, 

H. G. MULLER, 

10 Tied gold Crescent, Bramhooe. 
Leeds, West Yorkshire. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
December 22: The Duke of 
York this morning visited 
RMS St Helena at Queen 
Alexandra Dock, Cardiff 
Docks, Cardiff, and was re- 
ceived by Her Majesty's Lord- 
Lieutenant for South 
Glamorgan (Captain Norman 
LIcyd-Edwards).- 
Captain Neil Blair RN was 
in attendance. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
December 22: The Lady An 


gela Oswald has succeeded 
Dame Fiances CampbeU- 
Preston as Lady-in-waiting to 
Queen Elizabeth The Queen 
Mather. 

KENSINGTON PAIACE 
December 22: The Prince of 
Wales this evening attended a 
Dinner with Mr and Mrs 
Vadar Havel in Prague. 

Mr Peter Westmaoott was in 
attendance. 


Birthdays today 

The Emperor of Japan celebrates 
bis birthday today. 

Mr Michele Alboreta racing 
driver. 56; the Earl of Balfour. 67: 
Lord Bancroft. 70; Sir Norman 
Biggs, banker. 85; Lord Blake. 76; 
Vice-Admiral Sir Stephen Carlin. 
90: Professor Sir Theo Crawford, 
pathologist; 81: Mr Peter Davis, 
chairman and chief executive. 
Reed International, 5 1; Mr Mau- 
rice Denham, actor, 83: Sir Cotin 
Fielding, civil servant, 66; Mr 
Yousuf Karsh, photographer, 84; 
Mr Graham KeQy, chief executive. 
Football Association. 47. Professor 
Peter Ladunann. president Royal 
College of Pathoiogiss. 61; Mr 
Christopher Lawrence, silver- 
smith, 56; Brigadier Sir Geoffrey 
Macnab, 93; Miss J.M. QuenneD. 
former MP, 69; Mr Ashley Rae- 
burn, former chairman. Boosey 
and Hawkes, 74; Herr Helmut 
Schmidt, former chancellor. Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany. 74; Mr 
Christopher Turner, former head- 
master. Stowe School. 63; Mr R.S. 
Unwin, publisher. 67; the Mar- 
quess of Winchester. 51. 


Reception 


A reception in memory of Carl 
Heinz Goldman win be hdd at the 
Royal College of Physicians in 
London, on Tuesday. 2 February 
1993. Further details from Berthe 
Goldman or a member of die 

family. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Martin Opitz. poet, 
Ri mriaii, Silesia, 1597; James 
Gibbs, architect. Aberdeen, 1 682; 
Sir Richard Arkwright inventor, 
Preston, 1732; Sir Martin Archer 
Shee. painter, Dublin, 1770; Jean 
Francois ChampoDion. Egyptolo- 
gist Figeac, France. 1790; Joseph 
Smith, founder of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
(Mormons), Sharon, Vermont. 
1 805; Samuel Smiles, author of 
Self Help, Haddington, Lothian, 
1812; Vladimir Ivanovich 
Nemirovich-Danchenko, theatre 
director, novelist and playwright. 
Ozurgety. Georgia. 1858; Sir 
Hugh AOen. musician. Reading. 
1869: J. Arthur Rank 1st Baron 
Rank, industrialist and film mag- 
nate, Hull. 1888. 

DEATHS; Michael Drayton, 
poo; London, 1631; John Cotton, 
Puritan clergyman (the Patriarch 
of New England), Boston. 1652; 
Thomas Roost Malthus, econo- 
mist Batin. 1834; Hugh Millet, 
geologist committed nitride, 
1865; Alexandre Gustave Eiffel, 
builder of the toner bearing his 
name. Paris, 1923; Anthony Her- 
man Fafcker. aircraft pioneer. New 
York 1939; Edward Frederick 
LindkyWood, 1 si Earl of Halifax, 

statesman. Viceroy of India 1926- 
31. Ganowfay. Yorkshire, 1959. 
HMS Bounty, commanded by 
William Bligh, set sail for the 
South Seas, 1 787. 

Joseph Hansom patented a type of 
cab, 1834. 


Latest wills 


Admiral Sir David John Haffifax, 
of Englefidd, Berkshire, Constable 
and Governor of Windsor Castle, 
and Chief of Staff to Admiral Sir ■ 
John Fiekfhouse. Commander-in- 
Chief Fleet left estate valued at 
£195.944 net 

Mr Charles Austen Impey. of 
Blandibnl Forum, Dorset' a' 
housemaster at Eton 1965-80 and' 
General List Secretary there, left 
estate valued at £480.809 net He 
left the portrait of his grandfather 
Edward Impey. presently at Wal- 
pole House, Eton, to Eton College, 
and one case of wine from his 
collection to the Eton College Wine 
Society. 

Other estates include (net before 
tax paid): 

Mrs Violet Mary Briggs, of 
Comhill on Tweed. North- 
umberland £555.299 

Mrs Alice Monica Buddngjum. 
of North Walsham, 

Norfolk £932,232 

Mr John Richard Bergne- 


Cop p tond, 

lines- 


of 


Skdlingtborpe. 
£697.477 


Mr Leslie Donald 
de la Touch. Leics £1 .304,1 1 0 
Mr Harold Henry Bird, of 

Mdk&am. Wills £616,858 

Mr Kenneth Burrefl. of Chelms- 
ford, Essex £766,281 

Vida John Cbnfce, of Sutton Cold- 
field, West Midlands £598.897 
Mr Frank James Ehjr, of May- 

field. East Sussex.-; £525,244 

Mrs Valerie Mary Fdstead, of 
Whitefidd, Greater Manchester 
£616.994 

Mr Terence Desmond Hanson, of 

Knipton, Leics £57 1 ,303 

Mr Gordon Revdl Haimer, of 
Bognor Regis, West Sussex 
E974.78 1 

Mr Harman Stephenson Healy. 
of Southampton Row, London 

WC1 £587.095 

Mr Bruce Eric Kaiter, of Kingston ‘ 
upon Thames, southwest 

London £769,837 

Mrs Irene Maud Moore, of Old 
Heathfield, East Sussex 
£1.722.894 
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Bright future: Mark Sparrow, supervisor of the 
Temperate House at the Royal Botanic Gardens. 
Kew, writ a rare yellow variant of die bird-of- 
paradise flower, Strelitzia reginae, which has 
bloomed for the first time outside Saudi Africa. In 
its normal form the strelitzia Is a bright orange and 
blue (Michael Hornsby writes). Three specimens of 
the variant, named Kirstehbosdi Gold, were 
brought to Britain from South Africa in October last 
year and planted in the Temperate House this 
spring. Uiey flowered last week, mid-summer in die 
southern hemisphere. 

Mr Sparrow, whose Temperate House contains 


about 2,000 plant species, said; “The plants are 
about 2ft tall now and win eventually reach 4ft or 
more. We expert them to stay in flower for two or 
three weeks.” 

Similar rare yellow forms of Stretitzia reginae 
crop up from tune to time- naturally in botanic 
gardens. The last time one was seen at Kew was in 
19 14. That plant also a gift from Sonth Africa, died 
and Kew had been unable to obtain a replacement 
until last year. 

The new variant takes its name from die 
Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden in Cape 
Town. It is the product of a 10-year breeding 


programme during which botanists finally achieved 
a plant with rich grikkh flowers. Strelitzia reginae, 
also known as the crane flower because the petals 
look like the crest on a bird’s bead, is native only to 
the southern and eastern parts of Cape Province 
amd northern Natal m South Africa, where it grows 
wild on river banks and in scrub clearings along the 
coast The plant was first introduced to Britain in 
1773 by Sir Joseph Banks, then unofficial director of 
the Royal Gardens at Kew (their name at the time). 
He named the eanticlooking plant in honour of 
Queen Chariott& wife of George m arid Duchess of 
MeddenburgStreiitz in Prussia. 


Forthcoming marriages 


Mr J.RM-Btyth 
and Miss BJV. Hewins 
The engagement is announced 
between Roderick, second son of 
Mr Douglas Blyth, CMG, of 
CrownlandHall. Walsham-te- Wil- 
lows, Suffolk, and the late Mrs 
Gabrielle Blyth, and Natalie: el- 
dest daughter of Mr and Mrs John 
Hewins. of Homestead. Heftier 
Station. Derbyshire. 

Mr AH. Forsyth 
and Mbs SA. Waffis 
The engagement is announced 
between Hamish, son of Mr and 
Mrs Colin Forsyth, of 
Uppingham. Rutland, and 
pme, rider daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Andrew Wallis of 

rnTKngham. Nottin ghamshire 

MrT.ED. Gee 
and Mis AJUL Ng 
The engagement is announced 
between Timothy Edward Daniel, 
younger son of Mr and Mrs 
Geoffrey Gee; of Coton. North- 
amptonshire, and Anita Kau 
Heung, da u ghter of Mrs King 
Shun Lee Ng and tire late Mr Lam 
Sing Ng, of Hong Kong. 
Squadron Leader AJ. Gibbtins 
and Miss NJ. van der Wak 
The engagement is announced 
between Andrew, son of Mr and 
Mis W A Gibbons, of Maidstone. 
Kent, and Nicolene, daughter of 
Mr and Mrs N.S.T. van der Waft, 
of Bloemfontein. Soutii Africa. 


Mr P J. Harding 
and Miss M£. Wnfiams 
The en gagem ent is announced 
between Peter, younger son of Mrs 
Diana Harding, of Gerrards 
Cross. Buckinghamshire, and the 
late Dr John Handing, and Made- 
leine, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Tony Williams, of Kingston HiH, 
Surrey. 

Dr D.C. Hargreaves 
and Miss ELS. Ntehobou 
The engagement is announced 
between David, younger son of Mr 
and Mrs CP. Hargreaves, of 
Leamington Spa. Warwickshire, 
and Kathryn, second daughter of 
the Rev Dr E.W. and Mrs Nidnti- 
son, of Oriel College, OxfonL 
Mr JJ. HaydbfrWUliains 
and Miss FJL Hume 
The engagement is announced 
between Jonathan, elder son of Dr 
and Mis John Haydn-WQUams, of 
Leek Wootion. Warwick, and 
Fiona, elder daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Peter Hume, of Kuala. Lum- 
pur, and Cromfonl Derbyshire. 
Mr RJ. Irving 
and Miss P. Sdyttt 
The engagement is announced 
between Robert James, son of the 
late John Anthony Irving and of 
Mrs Judith Pritchard, and stepson 
of Mr David Pritchard, of Abbots 
Ann, Hampshire, and PeniDe. 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Firm 
Schfott, of Hjorring, Denmark. 


Mr A. Jemal 

and Mbs DA Gordon 

The engage ment is announced 
between Adam, son of Mr AJ. 
Jemal, of Cyprus, and the Duchess 
of Newcastle, of Bath, and Dee, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs AJ>. 
Payne, of Oxted, and Mr H.S. 
Gordon, of Hedley. 

Mr A.C.C. RnaseU 
and MBs® S JL Eagar 
The engagement is announced 
between Alec, son of Mr and Mis 
James Rnssefl, of Hanky WespaD, 
Hampshire, and Sophie, younger 
daughter of Mr Michael Eagar, of 
Knutsfoid, Cheshire, and the late 
, Mis Frances Eagar. 
MrHXJF.Sayer 1 
and Miss SJL Robson 
The engagement is announced 
between Hugh, second son of Mr 
and Mis Michael Sayer. of 
Whiteh ui da-on-Thamjes, Oxford- 
shire, and Sophie, younger daugh- 
ter of Dr and Mrs John Robson. of 
Ditchling, Sussex. 

Mr N- Sutcfife 
and Miss A Drihg 
The en ga ge m ent was announced 
on December 18, in Perth. West- 
ern Australia, between NtiL son of 
MrandMisChrisiopherSutdiffe 
of Garth. Wills Grove, London. 
NW7, and Annie; daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Peter Dring. of 
Camamah. Western Australia 
The Wedding will take place in 
Perth. January 1994. 


Mr P.M. Thomson 
and Miss AJK. Redwood 
The engagement is announced 
between lieutenant PatrickThom- 
son. The King's Own Sco ttish 
Borderers, eldest son of Brigadier 
and Mrs Michael Thomson. oL 
TrouviDe. France, and Amu. el- 
dest daughter of Colonel Sir Peter 
and Lady Redwood, of Carton. 

W iltshire 

Mr BA. Unjahart 
and Miss AP. Seqoena 
The engagement is announced 
between Bruce, son of Mr and Mn 
George Urqutart of Hawick, New 
Zealand, and Ana Paula, elder 
-daughteraf Mr and Mrs MantiS 

Saqucna, of Wrrnhtwinn- 

MrG.W.WB&aan 
and Mbs C.E. Collett 
The engagement is announced 
between Guy, son of Colonel and 
Mrs David Williams, of 
Wfttersbam. Kent; and- daze, 
daughter of Mr and Mis Tony 
Collett of Fetcham, Surrey. 


Marriage 


Mr E.W. Johnston 
and Miss SJR Jacobs 
The marriage took place an Sat- 
urday, December 19. at St Law- 
rence (Whitchurch), Little 
Stanmore, between Edward John- 
ston and Susan Jacobs- 


University news 

Oxford 

UnivenaJy prizes 

The fbOowing have been awarded: 
Geoffrey Rhoades Commemo- 
rative Bursary 1992: Zofia 
Sahaynski. Pembroke College 
Gibbs Prize in Geography 1992: 
Fdkaty CaUard. Hertford College 
Book Prizes; Ber^min Page, Pan- 
broke College and Timothy Paul 
Simmondi Jesus CoBege. 

Gibbs Prize in Modem History 
1992: Book Prizes; Rachel 
Lampard. Pembroke CoQege and 
Richard Lofthouse. Lady Mar- 
garet HaH 

Gibbs Prize in Law 1992: Patrida 
Ferguson, Hertford CoQege; 
Pnxcbneaccsssit: loose Davies, St 
John's CfoQege 

BookprizesAndrewDickinson, St 
Kdnmnf! HaD, Umesh Kumar. 
BaDtal CoQege and Jonathan 
Sutcliffe. Worcester College. 

Gibbs Special prize in Politics 
1 992: Sebaaan Frederick Lawson, 
Baffiol CoBege; Pnxxime aaxssit: 
Steven Warner; St ArmeCs College 
Bode Prize; Lucy White, St John's 
CoBege 

Balk 

The university court, at its annual 
general meeting on December 2 1 . 
accepted die nomination of Sir 
Denys Henderson, chairman of 
ICL as Chancellor. Sir Denys b the 
third chancellor of Bath university 
and succeeds Lead Kearton of 
Whitchurch who died in July. 


Manchester 

appointed 

By Ruth Gledhol 

RELIGION CORRESPONDENT 

THE new Bishop of 
Manchester will be the Right 

hampion. _ , , . 

Bishop Mayfidd. aged 57. 
who has degrees in en gineer- 
ing and social policy, is from 
the evangelical wwg of f™: 
Chun* of England. He will 
succeed the Right Rev Stanley 
Booth-Clibbom, who retired 
last month, after more man 1 5 
years in office. 

The new bishop said yester- 
day that die invitation to move 
to Manchester came as a 
complete surprise. He took a 
week to accept “Bishops don't 
expect to be called to other 
posts once they have got_into 
one they are enjoying, ne 
said. . . 

At Wolverhampton. Bishop 
Mayfidd is a suffragan in me 
Lichfield diocese. He will join 
the Manchester diocese next 
Easter. It has a population of 
two million and covers 415 
square miles through most of 
Greater Manchester and an 
area of southern Lancashire. 
He will head nearly 400 
stipendiary dergy. 

The diocese is poor m terms 
of per capita wealth of church 
members. Bishop Booth- 
Cfibbom often criticised gov- 
ernment policies, although he 
was not antagonistic or ag- 
gressive. He is a leading 
supporter of women priests. 

Bishop Mayfidd, who is 
mar ried with three children, 
said he also supported women 
priests, although he was con- 
scious of the significant groups 
who oppose the recent deci- 
sion. in ravour of them by the 
general synod. 


Church news 

The Rev Canon Geoffrey Turner. 
Rector, St Andrew, Bebington and 
Rural Dean of Winal North, 
diocese Chester, is to be Arch- 
deacon of Chester. 

Appointments 

The Rev Mark Attken. Rector. 
Sprovrat on w Beeston (Norwich}: to be 
Qmplaln. Sherborne Boyr school 
(SalUbuiy). 

Tbe Rev Michael Beckett, curate, 
Cambridge. St Barnabas: to be Priest- 
In-chante Cambridge St Paul (Ely). 
The Rev Christopher Boyce. Assistant 
curate (NSM), ah saints. Eastbourne 
(Chkfcestei); to be Assistant curate. St 
Mary. Upton (Chester). 

The Rev Susan Brooks. Deacon. 
Carieton: to be Deacon-ta-charge. St 
Michael's and St Helen's, in the 
Atmondbmy and Farnlcy Tyas Team 
Parish (Wakefield). 

The Rev Mary Crameri, pan-time 
Parish Deacon. Betnoton Team 
Ministry, and part-time Lecturer. 
Salisbury and WeUS Theological 
CoQege &DMTS): to be Vke-PrtnrfpoL 
SDMTS Salisbury and .Wells Theo- 
logical College (Salisbury). 

The Rev David rountam (Brother 
Malcolm SSP), non-stipendiary 
Minister. Hondswotlb St Michael 
(Binnlngham): to be Brother. HUfleld 
Friary. (Salisbury). 

The Rev Michael Raman, Assistant 
curate, Christ Church. Wharton; to be 
vicar, st John me Evangelist. 
Buglawton (Oiesteri. 

The Rev Richard Gluings. Rector, the 
Priory Team Parish and Rural Dean of 
Bir kenh ead- to be also an Honorary 
Canon of Chester Cathedral (Chester). 
The Rev Roger Grafton. Curate, st 
Marie, Kennlngtom to be Curare. St 
Barnabas. Dulwich (Southwark). 

The Rev Michael Hawken, Priesi-tn- 
chaige. Si Paurs, west Ealing: to be 
Team Rector, Uxbridge (Londonl. 


TEL: 071 48 1 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


FAX: 071 481 93 1 3 


In your teaching you must 
show integrity and serious- 
ness. and oiler sound 
mstructhm to which none 
can uke oopDon. 

TUuj a ; 7,8 


BIRTHS 


COWMACK - On December 
21st, to Miranda (nde 
Brook er) and Ross, 

daughter. Camilla Luisa. 

da MVAZ - On December 
1701. to JWte and Paid, a 
sun. Nicholas, a brother for 
Ben. Sophie and Charlotte, 
da Si PIERRE BUMBURY - 
On December 9th, to 
Chariotte (nte Cardoso) and 
Michael, a son. Frederick 
Xavier. 

GOJON - On December 12th. 
to Jan and Tony, a daughter. 
Rebecca. a stater for 
Christopher. 

HEATHCOTE - On 20th 
December, to Cindy and 
Richard, a daughter. Sharon 
Alisa. 

JACOBS - oa December SlsL 
to Catherine and Richard, a 
daughter. Alice, a stater tar 
Oonagh. Kitty and 
Christopher. 

LLOYD - On December 19th. 
to Jocelyn and Simon, a 
daughter. Rachel Ale x andr a, 
a stater for Caltttn. 
McHARDY - On December 
2lsL to Miranda into Poriwa- 
LcfBti'and Julian, a son. 
Andrew. 

PEARSON - On December 
21st 1992. at Newcastle 
General Hospital, to CnM 
tn#e MKhatt) and Cork ■ 
daughter. Grace Margaret 
Evelyn. 

SPENCE - On December 19th. 
to Joseph and Angela Cn£e 
FkkJes). a son. James Henry 
Alexander, a brother tar 
xmy and wmimn. 

TILLEY - On July 3rd. to 
Tracey <n£e Ftawders) and 
Lance, a son. Coma' Harry 
Barton, a brother for 
Frances. 

TONER - On December 18th. 
to Emma and Gerald, a son. 
Georoe Alexander Thomas, a 
brother far Matthew. 
WATSON - On December 
lSth. at Queen Charlotte's, to 
Henrietta (r*6e Buttorwtek) 
and Richard, a daughter. 
Isabella <TtnSeU. 

WRIGHT - On 13th December, 
to Lucy (n*e Carr) and lain, e 
daughter Daphne Sophie EBa 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 


WHITEriOTUTEWllHST - Oh 
December 23rd 1942 at 
Shrewsbury Abbey. 

Shropshire. Norman to SytiiL 
now at St Agnes. Cornwall. 


DEATHS 


BACK - EUc HatfelM VRD. 
FRCP, aged 72 years, on 21st 
December in shilled and 
loving care at the James 
Pans Hospital. Gorleston. 
Funeral Service at SI Mary 
and St Margaret's Church. 
Norton Subcourae. Norfolk, 
on Tuesday 29th December 
at 2 pm. Fondly flowers only 
but donations If desired for 
Norton Church Funds c/o 
Harvey Bros. Funeral 
Directors. Newgate. Ktrtxy 
Cane. Bungay. Suffolk. 
NR35 2PP. Ail enquiries 
please to Harvey Bros, tel: 
(06084(9 663. 

BBXNWOTOM ■ Hubert CDve. 
aged 74. beloved husband of 

Gill i an aod youngest son of 

the late Brigadier Sir Edward 

Beddingun: formerly of 
Anstey Hall. Hertfordshire 
and Paddock House. 

AtatonfleW. Derbyshire. EHed 

In Wamndyta. Australia, on 

22nd December 1992. 
BROOKS - Owen, on 22nd 
December, aged 85 years, of 
Farnbam. Widow of Gerry 
and matber of JUban. 
Caroline and George. 

Funeral Sendee at Aidenfwt 
Crematorium on 29th 
Deosnber at 10 am. 

FERNAMDES - Joseph Bento 
on 19th December In Port of 
Spate, aged 89. husband or 
Marla Mannela and lather of 
John PauL Joseph E. Ana 
Marla aod Luisa, doting 
grandfather of Thomas. 

Matthew. Catherine. 

Francesca. Benore. 

Be niami n and Marina; one of 
Trinidad'S ptanser 

teBteessmoL Funeral in Port 
of Spain on 23rd December. 
QUAY - On 20th December 
1992. peacefully at tbe John 
Raddffife HospBaL Oxford. 
Kathleen Mary, aged 87. 

widow of Joseph Gray. 
daugblH- of Qw late diaries 
and Kathleen Meade of Bath. 

Cremation at Oxford 

Crematorium at 12 noon on 
Thursday 3lsi December. No 
flowers but donations to 
* Friends or the Elderly. The 
OH Vicarage- Mmdstard, 

axon. OXIO 9JB. 

GRIFFITHS - on December 
20!h. p e ace f ully at CHOe 

Grove Retirement Hciik. 

Commanaer Demos Hugh, 
ftat betare his 96th birthday. 
Beloved father of Antonia, 
gnuKUaftwr or Emma and 
Amanda and faithful friend 
to many. Funeral Sendee at 

St Nfchelao Church. 
BrushfonL m Monday 
January 4th at 2 pm. 
Enquiries to Messrs E White 
& Son Ltd.. Funeral 
Directors. 138-139 East 
Reach. Taunton, teh (0823) 
272183- 

HASTTE - On Decwnber 20th 
1992. peacefully at 
Tunbridge Weffla. Ulrica 
Anm Hasae. aged 88 yean. 
CrmutMa private. 


HESKETH - John wmiam 
(Jack), on December 18th 
1992. suddenly at home. 
Beloved husband of Jeanne, 
father of John and Simone, 
father- in-taw of Susan and 
NelL grandad of Gareth and 
PauL Sendee at St KBclMttta' 
Church. PlHmlelh qm d ff. 
today Wednesday 23rd at 
2.16 pm. Interment toBowlng 
at Thornton Garden of Rest. 
Flowers please to H. Leslie 
Humphreys. 69 Liverpool 
Road. Crosby. Liverpool 23. 

HEYGATE OOODA BO - On 
19ttl December 1992 in 
Princess Mount Hoaptial 
In - Ms 82nd year. Henry 
(Heygate). devoted husband 
of the tele Patricia tote 
Norman Smith), beloved 
tether of Christopher and 
lovtng irandteteer of James. 
Thomas and Osbrtalla. 
Former employee of John 
Player & Sous, Noednobam 
lor 37 yearn. Funeral Sendee 
at 2 pm on Monday 28tn 
December 1992 at 

Whitchurch Csmwtcoruw. 
Dorset tallowed by 

Interment hi the churchyard. 
Cut flowers (Eamlly only). 
Donations to hta memory to 
The Prospect Foundation 

Hospice and Maaafflan 
Nursing Service c/o Thomas 
Five dr Sons. Funeral 
Dtrecton. The Parade. 
Mtofborough. Wiltshire 
Service QfTtuuOagtvtng at St 
Oorpe's ChorriL Prettmte. 
Mariborounh at 2JD pm on 
Satunuy 9th January 1993. 

KEMMED Y - On Decembo- sm. 
suaasdy to DosPftaL John 
DannmiL of London, nuttt 
mourned by Constance. 
w inn.IT> Roth and Helen. 

PHILIP - On Decaxtoer 2ltt 
1992. peacefully in her sleep 
al Omcesur aged 91 . ABca 
Monica Bruce (Matsb; . Me 

Marriott}, widow of Edward 

L. PhSto- Dearly loved by all 

her tenfly and many friends. 

Funeral Service at St 
Augustine's Church. 117 
Queen's Gate. London SW7. 
on Wednesday Decenbcr 
JOPiat 12 noon . foBowed by 
private interment. Family 

flowers only, Donations if 

desired to 9flht Savers. 
Crosvenor HSB. Bdnsre 
Road, Haywards Heath. W. 
Sussex. HHU5 4BX. 

HOBBROH - On 21 tt 
December 1992. peacefully 
at home. John Gordon, aged 
61. Midi loved husband at 
Josephine, son of Vera and 
father of Etta and wmtam. 
Private cremation. Service of 
ThanfcsgtvtnB at Bures 
'Parish Church. Suffolk, at 
2.30 pm on Wednesday 30th 
December. FtauOy flown 
only. Donations if wished to 
Buna Church, c/o AC 
Eaton. Brookky Lodge. 
Bures. C08 SEJ. 


DEATHS 


MVBJ. - On DeOKUba- 21st 
at home. Betty, beloved wife 
of John (Jo), wonderful 
motiMT of Amanda. Belinda 
and Jolyon and granny of 
Thomas. Rebecca. Beniamin 
and Alio*. “Her ways are 
ways of ptaasantmas and ati 
her baths are peace." 
Funeral private 

Thanksgtvtna Service at An 
Salute Church. Odffluun. at 
2-30 nm on Tuesday 
December 29tlu No Oowere. 
Do n a tion s to Cancer Relief. 
Mount Atvernla HospUtt. 
GiUldtaro. please. 


SIBLEY - On 21st December, 
after a short DUmsb. Emabelh 
Ann (nte Mantngley). deariy 
beloved wife of Angus and 
stater of Susan. Reoufem 
Mass at the Cerroe Ute 
Church. Kenstngton Church 
Street. London we, at 1 1 am 
on Tuesday 29th December 
cre mation at 12-30 pm at the 
West London Craumortum. 
Kensel Green. RXP. 


SMART - On December 2itt 
1992 suddenly at the Royal 

Infirmary of Edinburgh, 
Emeritus Profemor Peter 
Atesteti- Marshall private 
burial to the Dean Cemetery. 
Edinburgh, to be followed to 
the New Year tty a Memorial 
Service. 


WADOIMSTON - CM Friday 
December 18th 1992. 
peacefully to Cirencester. 
Anna Marie, aged 71. much 
loved by Richard. Bun 
and Jessica. Reoutem Mass, 
Cheltenham, oa Thursday 
December 24th at 1 1 20 am. 
Flower# may be sent to 
Pariter A Slade, l Cit y Bank 
H oad. Orenceater, teL (0286) 
685828. 


WARD - On December 19Qi 
1992, suddenly. Wilfrid 
John Francis. HA. 
Barrister at Law and Writer, 
aged 61 years, beloved and 
devoted husband of Jem and 
tamer of John and Joa nn a . 
g ra nd f at her of Jomnte- 
Funerat Service at St 
Thceas of Canterbury. 
Cowes, 11 -30am Wednesday 
December 30tt> tar family 
and uanddm. Flowers and 
enquiries to Fi. Utayd. 
Funeral Director. Bridge 
Road. Cowes, Date of 
Memorial service at 
Winchester to be announced 
later. I 


WHMNEY - on Doceutoer 
22nd 1992. suddenly at hta 
borne. Lym l n g wn. Reginald 
Fife (Bob) aged 83. Captain 
DAC ax Royal Navy. 
Beloved husband of Bridget. 
fttfiifi of Cbristoshar, 
Rosalind and. Atiaan. Private 
crenatitau Memorial Service 
at BoMra Parish Qiureh on 
Wednesday January 6th 
1993 at 2 pin. Do na tions if 
wished fra- Cancer Res e a rc h 
Canumign or Yugoslavia 
Refief Fund c/o Diamond 
and San. Funeral Directors. 
9-li Lower Bucfctend Road. 
Lymbigion. Hants. S041 
9DN. 


YORK - On December 21st 
Oeorge. peacefully at home 
to ShenflehL Dear husband 
of Jean, fattier of Jeannia 
victoria. The funeral 


Mary’s Church, SheuflehL 
on Tuesday December 29m 
at 2.15 pm. Famfiy Oowere 

(o The 



» sent c/o 
LbL. 120 Httfi SL. 
CMI4 4A& 


IN MEMORIAM - 

PRIVATE 


BBVTALL - Leonard Hugh. 
JP. died 24th December 
1942. RBusnKred wta 
love, appreciation and 
gratitude every day. Rowan. 
HAYNES - Daphne. 2Blh 
December 1983. In tender 
taring memory always. 
Henry and tamiiy. 

Payne - Ken. 1924 - 1988 . 
Deep, deep low forever. 
Toni. Cem and FL 


LEGAL NOTICES 


(A) ST, O BOBO FS OAl.l.ffBV 

BOOKS 1JMTT TT) ftt) UAMXUAkj 

TAM3 LIMITED tO BA MBOO 

MUBWOUWIBMh 


60823 0 to) 1368926 40 

2027128. Naomi of bOftMMCK 

toMeuut book poUbhan. Trade 

icummrvwinn cai and <B) ia CQ 

itt Date nr aimo h mnm i of 

S d rata imfire nodvers: 17 
Dseaabe r 19 92. Na a w oT pers on 

ramvms TBB Bwak sic Adma- 

isnitH Baatw n. emu janes. 

U_B.ACA.MKM. MSP! and Pat- 

rKK B- HHnagun. B- Com, ACA 

or Mortkon fltonttHM 806 Saita- 

i bray H n waa^ gt Finsbury Circus 


LEGAL NOTICES 


BUUOTALIA 

WrVEIU4A.-nONAL UMREO 
da Msm b ei s* Vot ontsr y 
Ua nhi n tm o) 

On 16 Deomoer, 1992 a* 

BBove enmmy was ptacad luo 


mat wuuam J. Hargan of Armur 


own. DubOn 1 . nutaBi c t trv 


ay the Mtmners. 

Ths URUdatar gtves nonce pur- 

anant to IMa 4. 182A or the tasra- 

Ruws 1966 mat the 
enttott or toe must 

MMd dendta. ta written, at mar 

«tetan nan Umi cenuay at w»- 
Itam J. Homan, c/o Arthur 


UmnnadcnW F inancial Servlca 
teara. Dutstn 1 . Ragobiic or bv- 
Maid ay IS January. 1993. 

The compa ny u am* to pay as 
at as known c r i i tt or s la fua. 
Dated 16 December 1993 

DU.” -- - 


CALUNOHAMS 
CONSTRUCTION LTD. 
Netka h Mjto ttven. nursa- 

ani 10 eacthm 9fl of the Insolvency 

Act 1986. mat a meeting or me 

CredBora at Um above na me d 

on Thmday tea lam Jammy 

1993 at 11 am tar the guposes 

meMMed ta seam 99. 100 

mg mS 3? to SjoriTno weriu 

4m onWWnesday me lathjsn- 

n ary 1 993 at 1 Moor Park Road. 

Nonkwood. Middx, has m at 

wUCb addreM ■ M at ttM mow 

and addresses of the Company's 

Creditor* Win be avaflab ta tar 

By Order or m« Board 

JJC. ■ _ 


IN80LVENCY ACT 1986 
PREMIER 

BLOODSTOCK UMTES 

{FORMERLY CARROLL 
BLOODSTOCK LIMITED) 

On ArantoMranve REdvesMs) 
Natloe i* bweby given tbua 

■nMi&w or me engnaj or the 
above owned can umiy wm be 
held Under the pravMom of Sec- 
tion 48 of tbe tosolveno' Ad 
1986 st York House. igg 
Wvjtujn btcr Bridge Road. 
Leaden SCI 7UT an 4 January 
1993. at li.oo am nr me pur- 
pose mra ti w wd in 84a& am 
849 or mat ACL 
damn utme natiw are 
wheny secured ee» mt earned in 
attend er to De rimsented at the 
i wect t ug . 

OrcdMH totend In vote at 
the meeting dwttd nets me 
ttMwtng: 

<a> wntna e ramae sfe at data 
muet be lodged wtm Ibe adai&de- 
trative receivers for 12 noon on 
tbe day btfer«.tee fneefiag at 
Erast » Yen s. York Moose. 1 99 

LOHVHu 8EI wr. 

OA Praones nr use at On oMedug 
■t stao be bribed with Iba 
atafftraove rece w . __ 

Jetut AdmtaaUriW* Receivers 
pgaj ug pmuflur 1^92 


IN THE SUPREME COURT 
OF BERMUDA 
COMPANIES (WINOINC-UP) 
NO. 138 OF 199 2 
iW THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT. 1961 
AND 

IN THE MATTER OF 

CMORLEY COMPANY LDMTED 
-St LIQUIDATION 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OP 

(Under U 



On. 6u . . 

■ . _ - tm 

3000. TMetex (71) dSO < 

Oossaet Mr. Jam Ariel 

you mi be 

Ova te nu th ere at your Proxy 

and Proof of Debt tome ranee be 

lodged yarn dwPryrnianal Ugid- 

Tuaebe, Comer House. Onrcb A 


B er muda not later tbm (BOO 

tfd«k ID me affanoo n on tbe 

2TUi dayar J anawy. 19W. 
it credaore haw pewieudy 

tiled a Proof or owe. may need 


voeh ta update the Pratt oC Debt 
ram wMtt mra are amoed to 

stood met m e proof of Peer win 

ib* auHidiMd 


onty at tWa Meettno and nor for 

nmoari mnw3. The Ofnctai 

Reeriwr and tbe UMdMor In 

doe c w n t l u re the rista to 

retail any Proof of Debt that a 

areratart tar eutiug psspeacs if B 
b eaueduarily dtaHWedtiui B 
was based an an miBife re es Ma 
oshn. irme Chairman b tn anm 
whether to atentt or rtaertaBraor 
of OehC be nay mart u obtae t ad 
to uu snow t&a credtinr to vtw 
subtaa to toe vote befog declare ' 
lavatid in Bw went of the 
ehtaetion bang andamao. The 
creditor effected has ttierttfn to 
«M«ai to to* Saprona Court of 
Bnmtt In nspod of Aoy Much 


me p ii t p oe u of voting, a 
telefax copy of the Prosy and 
proof of Debt wm be accepted. 
The NMhx MSHbar to whkh doc- 
tanents etawld be eanl b C809) 

2SKHJ961. 

ADENDA 


1. By Rewhnten determine 
whether w not an ■ppWration b 
to ba made to tbe Court to appotm 
a untmwnr a- jotni Lfcniiaeaare 
to state of Hie PravMaial 




t racauettar ww 
" to •** vrto* me 


MV eo. me »»ber or uMtubarei 

tfNrnentenm 
arlvateFname. CA. 

ammwa 

Provamnai Umddator 


LEGAL NOTICES 


BfSOLVENCY ACT 19U 
LONDO N * CE NTRAL 
I PLC 



THE M80LVENCY ftULES 1986 
RU LE 6.124 H> 

NOTICE OF A PPOtNT MENT 
OF TRUSTEE 
ALAN SIDtMLL 
stDftaort Coumy Court 
NO. 79 or 1992 
NOTKE B HEREBY OVEN 
tote L Brian Lawrence • Lossy 
PCA or l l ite i. EtoaL A 

nme. LMsn Home. 2SO 
Ki Ate towy Bead. London. NW9 
QBS wn» ap wdniea T rn e w er 

/ULAN SIDOALL on 3 Dacnnber 

1998. 

Aw Credhte who wbhn to 
prove a data m the B aafc nMLy . 
b mmlred to send m e nonce or 
totatM mto writing to me above 
ad dreae. to arrive no tata- men 3t 
Jamtery 1993. abe thter dabs 
'tM be exetnded from any ovf- 

m * r h* » 

Doted thb 17 day 
of December 1992 
Brian L inhr. Trtteee 


N OT ICE OF APPOINTMENT 
OF SOLE LIQUIDATOR 
AN D NOTKS TO 
CREDITORS TO CLAIM 
RBCMM9W LOOTED 
_W MEM aERg LIQUIDATION 
RrtWbred OKlce Addreaa: TLA. 
Oueen vietena Street London 
Ceewror Nnmber: 1921105 
MO THSE B HEREBY GIVEN. 
Dunanmi to Rida 4.106 at the 
Insolvency Ad 1986 mat an 3 
OewBbar 1992. Peter Hairy 

HASMXbII WH BBVOtntMl 

of the «bo*a named conusany in 
a a g nbet j* ro famtory wtndtng gp. 

Cradtom er me eempany who 
have not Mreoay doua.eo temuM 

Mittan thetr ffatuH to wmna to 
me ta2B January 1993. at Um 

to*°y top _a«kteea» XKiaiF ^ 

ante!- PHB/DCE 
T«udw Ren * Ca~ fttBw.Lii 
Hte—a o Water Street 
Liearooei L 2 buv. 

Tbb nouoa b purely tafmaL ad 

hnowh daunn hare been or 

■taadd bo paid ta nra. 

_ . || — - - 



brihre Reretvere: l A 

9 V - 

■umbere: 6477 & 0291) _ 
Pbffltos a 00 .. 84 Oroa- 

W1X 


w HERTPOHU COUNTY 
_ _COURT NO. g s OF 1992 
‘N^TtE MATT EH OF WE OTERN 

WEP ^ g gCg dENTB LtoUTED 

PORMEBLY charter 


WgSTERNILI MrTEP AND 

‘ H THE MATTER OF 

TH E INBO LVENCy ACT 1986 

1 wafa Rule 4.106 



ragMBC fryEN CY ACT 1986 
SOQrr J.®®TRUbbjrs LTD 

^SW£jy>ng THAT L ML 

Young or Morion 
Tmaiibai & Co_ Torrtnok» 
.f 7 Hoorweti Haj, s 

^‘TO'Htrtfo nbmni.ALl 1HD 

£K f*. Jto tata 

“ 21 

Dateo mb 21 a dm- 

SJ jo™*" 1 *® 
SS5ShT ,, “ V0UBfc 


UNDER THE CLOCK 


- - frinabMp. 

mfl iaarrtooe with 

SSaWcJft WST mS- 

9“*_KjML 0843.290736”*! 

-fiBBBSBfc ^Si oSaTo SSt 

in onait, made- 

ffiyWaraS 


WANTED 




WANTED ■ ■ 

boofcras*, “*??»<!! 


DOMESTIC & CATERING 
SITUATIONS 


ntl PAIR required 

wtm 1 chOd In An 

tana. Opportonuy 
French and Fier 


FOR SALE 


Ptionto 

LesMIa.^J2. OaPttKL Mmiiw 
cm Ayr i« 


*S*^, N TSS£SS; 

_^7^aweetoFre«w^ 

*VNl TICKETS ■ Phan- 
tetoto 1 LaeMb. All other 
■ted w n evenis. 07 1 bm avw 

ALLAVAa,C«. Phantom. L« 
toto ua. Owen, on wenr 
Ptoter Wn rd. 071 aao ai Sa' 

A *£7*gt« T ti. ua. Dy lan. Phan. 
_°BooA>7i I^ Stoa 0 ^ 

Phantoai dally. 
Cte» Clapton 

-PWL tm 7 06 D3S3 «■ ggga 
THE TIMES . 1791-1990 

Wto avaflatde. RtwsTTdr^ 
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Obituaries 



Lord Willis, playwright, 
politician and author, died at his 
home in Chiskhurst, Kent, 
yesterday ami 78. Hiis ageis 
given by his fomily, although his 
birthdaie is stated in Who's Who ■ 
as being January 13 , 191 s. 

LORD Willis, brought up in a bug- 
infested house possessing only an 
outside lavatoty shared with another 
family, derided at the age of nine that 
he wanted to become a writer. The 
summit of his early ambition was to 
work as a reporter on the Tottenham 
Herald. Instead, he went on to write 
plays, novels, film scripts and tele- 
vision series. His most famous cre- 
ation was Dixon of Dock Green, 
which ran on television from 1953 to 
1975. 

His early work was influenced by 
his working class upbringing and 
left-wing political views; later while 
continuing to write sympathetically 
and with insight about ordinary 
people, he tended to relegate soda! 
and political comment in favour of 
well crafted entertainment that 
would appeal to a wide audience. H is 
view of the human race was essential- 
ly optimistic, warm and a little 
sentimental. Like his policeman 
hero, George Dixon, he believed 
honesty and decency would eventual- 
ly win through. Willis also sat in the 
House of Lords for nearly 30 years. 

Willis was bom in Tottenham. He 
always claimed that he only existed 
because his mother failed in an 
attempt to induce a miscarriage On 
learning that she was pregnant with 
her third child she apparently took 
copious amounts of margarine and 
gunpowder as well as indulging in 
the more usual remedies for her 
condition which prevailed at the time 
— hot baths and gin. These measures 
did not produce the desired result 
and on a cold January day Ted Willis 
duly arrived in a draughty tenement 
in Stanley Road, Tottenham. 

His mother — according to the 
mythology about his life which he 
was never slow to propagate — 
relented. “Oh wdl 111 hang on to 
him”, she is reported to have said 
after one look at the latest addition to 
her family. 

Willis grew up as one of five 
children. His fattier had a drink 
problem which did not help his 
employment prospects during the 
depression period before the war. 
Wiflis was educated at Tottenham 
Central School and worked as an 
office boy. a baker’s roundsman and 
a bookie’s runner. 

But he spent most of his adoles- 
cence fighting fascism and advocat- 
ing socialism. A brawl with Sir 
Oswald Mosley's Blackshirts ended 
on one occasion with Willis spending 
a weekend imprisoned in a police 
station. He became national leader of 
the Labour Party’s League of Youth 
and in 1939 caused a sensation by 
defecting to the Young Communist 
League which he saw then as a more 
effective force against fascism. One 
who followed him into the Commu- 
nist Parly was Frank Chappie. 
Fortyfive years later, when they had 
both become peers, it was WDlis who 
was one of Chappie's sponsors when 
he entered the House of Lords. 

Willis joined the Royal Fusiliers in 
1939 and subsequently served with' 
the Army Kinematograph Service. 
There he was able to develop his 


LORD WILLIS 



talent for writing by producing 
scripts for documentary films; he 
helped with War Office films and 
wrote documentariesfor the Ministry 
of Information. His first play. Buster, 
was produced at the Arts Theatre in 
1944. He was still a communist and 
became theatre critic 1 of the Daily 
Worker, forerunner of the Morning 
Star, and was closely involved with 
the left-wing Unity Theatre. 

Buster, a comedy of East End life 
before and during ihe war, set the 
pattern for later work. During the 
1940s Willis was closely involved, as 
writer and producer, with the left 
wing Unity Theatre. Of his early 
plays, the most notable was No Trees 
in the Street. A harsh examination of 
the London slums and their social 
effects, it was produced at the St 
James's Theatre in 1 948. 

The following year Willis and an 
Australian collaborator, Jan Read, 
sent an unpublished play about the 
London police to -Ealing Studios, 


suggesting it might be adapted for 
the screen. This was The Blue Lamp 
and it introduced the character of 
Constable Dixon. In the fihn Dixon 
was killed half way through but 
resurrected by Willis for Dixon of 
Dock Green on television, he proved 
indestroctible. 

The series started in 1953 and ran 
for 22 years and 430 editions. 
Helped by the sympathetic playing of 
Jack Warner, Dixon became a nat- 
ional father figure, the shrewd, 
kindly, ordinary copper. Indeed, 
when foe the constable was shot dead 
in one episode by a villainous 
character played by DiricBogarde the 
outcry was so great that he had to be 
resuscitated to plod the beat again 
(Ironically, Willis had previously 
been fired as a scriptwriter from 
radio’s Jong running soap, Mrs 
Dales Diaiy , for getting ria of the 
protagonist and her friends by hav- 
ing them reverse their car over 
Beachy Head while out on a day trip). 


Long before Dixon of Dock Green 
ended, Willis had handed over to 
other writers — but it remained very 
much as he had created it Even the 
arrival in the early 1960s of Z Cars, 
with a more critical and less cosy view 
of the police, failed to shake Dixon's 

popularity. 

In addition to launching Dixon. 
Willis wrote many angle plays for 
television during the 1950s ana was. 
at one time, the medium's leading 
playwright his "poetic realism” in- 
voked comparisons with the Ameri- 
can writer Paddy Chayevsky. He also 
brought realism to the British cine- 
ma, with Woman in a Dressing 
Gown Much charted the break up of 
a middle aged marriage, a film 
version of No Trees in the Street and 
Hot Summer Night, a stage and 
television play with an underlying 
theme of race prejudice. In 1959 
WDlis helped to found the Screen- 
writers' (later Writers') Guild of Great 
Britain and was its president for the 


first ten years. 

The success of Dixon tended to 
overshadow Willis’s other television 
series but Sergeant Cork, Mrs Thurs- 
day and Hunter’s Walk were all in 
their different ways, skilfully written 
and popular dramas with well drawn 
characters. Among later plays for 
television were The Four Seasons of 
Rosie Carr, a four-part cycle tracing 
the life of an East End barmaid, ana 
The Ballad of Queenie Swann, 
written in rhyming couplets and 
about a widow in search of a 
husband; this was also produced as a 
stage musical. 

He was one of the first life peers 
when Labour sent him to the Upper 
House hi 1963. His maiden speech 
in the Lords was, appropriately, 
about relations between the police 
and the public. As president of the 
Writers' Guild he also helped to lead 
the fight for legislation on authors’ 
public lending rights and in the 
Lords he backed Sunday theatre 
opening and the abolition of stage 
censorship. He also sought to end the 
statutory and common-law offence of 
blasphemy. 

In 1970 he inaugurated a tele- 
vision award for outstanding services 
to the media. Thirteen years later he 
received the award himself in recog- 
nition of 40 years of television and 
screen writing. In 1970 Willis pub- 
lished an autobiography covering his 
earty years called Whatever Hap- 
pened to Tom Mix? Surprisingly, it 
was his first book but he soon made 
up for lost time with a succession of 
deftly plotted thrillers, which virtually 
established a new career. The first, 
Death May Surprise Us, centred on 
the kidnapping of the prime minis- 
ter, Man-Eater had tigers loose in the 
English countryside; The Churchill 
Commando imagined Britain taken 
over by right-wing extremists; and 
The Buckingham Palace Connection 
speculated on the fate of the last 
Russian Tsar. 

Willis remained perennially mod- 
est about his great success. Interest- 
ingly, although he was, to a greater 
degree than any of his much more 
"angry” writing contemporaries, a 
product of an unsparingly poverty- 
stricken background, bile seldom 
infected his writings. He never gave 
the impression of having resented his 
upbringing. He saw nothing to 
resent m the details of a childhood 
which, might have left serious scars 
on a less robust constitution. In later 
life he was to say (again with the self- 
affacement which was characteristic): 
“I think one of die reasons I’m not a 
better writer is that I had nothing in 

2 y childhood to make me angry. It 
drit occur to me to question such 
things. Now, l think perhaps that l 
should have been angry that we 
didn’t have much to eat and that my 
mother should have had to take in 
washing". 

Wfil& was also active as a business- 
man, in film making, television and 
commercial radio and he was a 
member of the Sports Council from 
1971 to 1973. 

He was a fellow of the Royal 
Television Society and was also 
elected a fellow of the Royal Society of 
Arts. 

He married in 1944 Audrey Hale 
and drey had a son, a producer of 
television documentaries, and a 
daughter. 


MAJOR-GENERAL 
ERIC COLE 


MajorGeneral Eric 
Stuart Cole, CB.CBE. 
director of 

telecommunications in the 

War Office from 1 958 to 

1961, died on December 

19 aged 86. He was born 
on February 10, 1906. 

AN INGENIOUS innovator 
of communications equip- 
ment. Eric Cole was the Army 
telecommunications and 
radio expert who planned the 
signals aspects of the invasion 
of Normandy. He went on to 
become a major-general and 
director of telecommunica- 
tions at the War Office. 

The son of a bandmaster in 
the Royal Sussex Regiment, 
he was educated at Dover 
Grammar School and com- 
missioned into the Royal 
Corps of Signals from Sand- 
hurst in 1925. His early 
service was in Egypt and 
Palestine where he joined a 
group of desert enthusiasts 
who mastered the techniques 
of living and fighting in the 
desert. These skills were used 
later by the Long Range 
Desert Group and enabled the 
Amty to treat the desert as a 
friend when it remained an 
enemy to Italian and German 
troops. 

Cole’s contribution was to 
build a transmitter and receiv- 
er which was used on a 1,500 
mile trip by two cars through 
the Western Desen and the 
Libyan Sand Sea in 1934. He 
was able to maintain radio 
contact with their base at 
Abbassia each night, a feat 
previously considered 
unpractical. 

fn 1938 in Palestine he 
commanded the 88th Divi- 
sion Signals under the irasci- 
ble and ambitious Major- 
General Bernard Mont- 
gomery. operating against 
Arab terrorists in Northern 
Palestine: Monty never suf- 
fered fools gladly and accepted 
Cole as an efficient command- 
er of his communications. 

At die outbreak of the 
second world war. Cole was 
adjutant to 1st Divisions Sig- 
nals which went to France in 
the expeditionary force in 
1 939. Just before the German 
offensive began he was pro- 
moted to seoond-m-oonurutnd 
to General Sir Alan Brooke’s 
1st Corps Signals. He re- 
turned from Dunkirk as the 
acting chief signals officer of 
1st Corps with the survivors — 
one wireless detachment, five 
despatch riders and two 
linemen. 

His military career was al- 
most exclusively in the Royal 
Corps of Signals. His leisure 
activities included photogra- 
phy and he became an asso- 
ciate of the Royal Photo- 
graphic Society. A numis- 
matist, he specialised in 
English bronze coinage and 
be was also a leading compet- 
itor in international amateur 
radio contests. Also a keen 


•sportsman, he was Army 
light heavyweight boxing 
champion in the late 1920s, a 
cricketer of county standard 
and a member of the Army 
and combined services teams 
for many years. In his later 
years he became a competitive 
golfer and was president of the 
Army Golfing Society in the 
1970s and a winner of the 
General’s Cup on several 
occasions. 

After Dunkirk. Churchill 
was soon planning wildcat 
amphibious operations, most 
of them abandoned before 
they got off the ground, and 
Cole was asked to plan their 
communications. In July 
1941 he became chief signals 
officer of Force 11 0, the prin- 
cipal amphibious striking 
force assembled for possible 
landings in the Azores, Canar- 
ies, French North Africa and 
even Sicily. 

He designed some of the 
special equipment used by 
amphibious and airborne 
forces. It was a logical step to 
becoming chief signals officer 
in Mountbatten’s combined 
operations headquarters in 
January 1942. During the 
Normandy landings he again 
became chief signals officer of 
the 1st Corps, butaweeklaier 
he was sent forward to take 
over 6th Airborne Division 
signals after its commander 
was killed in action. He stayed 
with the division throughout 
the Normandy battles and was 
then transferred to the Italian 
theatre in October 1944 to 
become deputy signals chief to 
Alexander’s Allied force head- 
quarters, where he stayed until 
he was sent to Athens in April 
1945 during the communist 
rebellion. 

In 1946 he became chair- 
man of the British Joint Com- 
munications Board in 
London, followed by two years 
in Washington and top posit- 
ions in Britain and Europe 
culminating in his position at 
the War Office. 

When he retired in 1961 he 
joined Ultra Electronics as 
manager of their telecom- 
munications division. In 
1 964, he became the manager 
of Granger Associates, manu- 
facturers of radio aerials, and 
he subsequently remained a 
consultant director of the firm. 
He was president of the Radio 
Society of Great Britain in 
1961 and treasurer of the 
Chelsea Art Society for several 
years. 

He married Doris Hartley 
the artist in 1941. They had 
no children; site died in 1 986. 


Correction 

THE writer of the apprecia- 
tion of Baron Geottrby de 
Courcel published on Decem- 
ber 22 was The Hon Lady 
Marie- Louise de Zulueta and 
not de Julieta, as printed. We 
apologise for the error. 
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GENERAL OVERSEAS 


ALL DISCOUNTED Economy. 
Cfubi pyctw w/wwe. Europe. 
USA. Far EmL AlMraHI ift 
many more. El mo Tra vel OSi 
BT9 9111. ABTA 77869/IATA 
BondrO. tog/VM 


BEST Form USA. CnnadB. Far 

£as>, mu*. CKTlbrnn. Africa. 

Aintndmte «c. ABTA 68319. 

oTi.737 area ran txr ocw 


CDSTCUTTEAS on fimtiB * Art* 

«i Europe. USA A man cMsUna- 

lions. DUHonua Travel Surwm 
Lid: 071-730 2201. ABTA 
• 78703 IATA/ATOL 1366. 


CYFRUS XmaS hOftdOV*/ IUWHS. 

Also C»w we. Spain. Malta. Mo- 

rocco. Pon World Hols. 071- 
734 8668 ABTA. ATOL 1438 


DISCOUNT Fares Pm/W.j*W 

Jupiter Travel. .ABTA C6B6X. 
071-436 8711/266 1309. 


PORTUGAL. Canaries. All am**. 

Villas, apis.. Hauls. Oolf hols. 

cor nlra. Discount lUShU lo 

Europe. &n«». USA. S Africa 

and worldwide. Lonwnerc Inti. 

0B1-66B HOI ABTA 73196 


SfCflV iTaormlna A UparOWln- 

ler & Chrtatnw Special O ffers. 

7 an S/C from cm*. BAB from 

JEBW. H/B from £33 3 UW Bril- 
Isti Airways sal. davonw 
Heathrow flft/hts- ElgUan E» 
lie nee. 6 PnUcofa. 8W1E 
SHY. 071-B3B 9171 AMa/Atnf 


SOUTH AFRICA ■ Xmas Dees 

Be* IWrs. Bnslnfw/ ITraJ 

Skyway Til Tel 071 .TST1B99 

Fan- 071 339 9031 ABTA 


•IT’S ALL AT 
TRAILFINDERS • 

More low cost Rights isiww 
routes lo more dnUnaUaw 
man my other afleno' 

PLUS 

• UP » dhnunl OB hotels 

and car lure ■ 

* The best deals on Uir world's 

/mm airlines • 

43 ■ so Ear b Court flow. 
London. waOEJ 
Long HtU FUVM9 07 1 9305346 
CSA/turogf fUtfUOrt 9S7SU30 
1H & BusnmCUoCTl 93S M44 
Manchester Office OMKSPeStfP 
Government Ucenwd/Boiiifcd 
ATOL i 4581ATA AST A 69701 


WINTER SPORTS 


CATEftfD CHALETS AU Jim 

raw. Too resorts, bjbwsamu 

nrcto Ski Tola! 081048 flP?a 
NWHUUUL Chalet panto*. CortK*! 
Blau eublnr a Ihe PersonjU 
•ouch SMBt Air CTT1 038 277? 


LAKE DISTRICT 


XMAS 9 day house party m Uw 

takas. 6 places Ml ESSpp tw 
Em n ivghK CSQpp Are** / 
_Vt»* accepted 0339 CIlM 


FLIGHTS 


CLUB FTrtl & econotny. Ob' 
counted lares 081-353 7092. 
Richmond Travel. ABTA 
62161. VATA 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


AT A tooea end on Christmas day 
meet new Mends, boogy the 
mghl aw«y. Box «Ck uettw 
phone for a tree invite to Caro- 
Miooe country home 0*80 
68733 Jwlca 


LOST RtLCMNA PASSPORT 
NO 431910 Mr Xneznou Cao. 
Believed KM in York area 


Thank you from 
theRNU 

It is yow support throojti 
legacies sod voluntary 
contribution* thK allows us 
to meet our daily running 
ousts of 000,000 and 
provide our tifebQunKO 
with the boats and 
equipment they need. 

For M den* oa Icpd* enact 

The Director, Dept 
DT, Royal Nation*! 
Lifeboat Institution, 
West Quay Road, 
Poole, Dorset BHI5 
I HZ, or phone 
(0202) 671133. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 



sf Imperial 
— ’ 7 Cancer 

Research Fund 

No-one is more likely to 
prove i ham is We - after 
cancer then us. the 
largest inde p e n dent eencar 
research oiqsnisnisn in 
Europe. Over B0% o> vour 
donation ot legacy goes 
directly to research. 

Send to. PO BOX 123. 
Room DM1. 

Lincoln's Inn Field. 

London WCJ A 3PX. 
Credit cards- Dial 100 end 
ask lor Fraelone Cancer. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mrnimmmm 

toft* os ipr sputum ' 
dusts ty fining isssath Mo h 
cm. pmtrOoo sad unraM. 
PMU sad i (Men to m ragkmi 
otto (s»y*m Pips) wan 

Britts* Hunt Foudedan. 

14 Hkbantago Street, 
LondH Will 4DH 


YOUR WILL 

11 you sre making your wd 
tnea ttunfc of BLfcSMA. WB 


an lor el s&saivtoa nun and 
women who have lost limbs in 
Sis service ol thts country. 
BnquMeato 
The ChStaan. British 
> Unman Sx-Smnicm Men's 
Association, c/oMMand 

Bank pie, 80 West SmMtWd, 
London BETA. 


feu helped us m 
now help us in 


ASSOCIATION 


ACTION 


London Assocquo for the Bknd has 
changed its tame. Now we're wodong 
ewn barter ttpffwtte better serwasU) 
btndorpartiaby sights) people, al us 
care tomes, Brough employment 
or cash tefcftt those m need 
A itonaWfi ofcovenan] now and a 
fepuy tder make d a j#ss*fe 

action for blind people 

Rat JT.M-16 \femey Road. London SE1G 3DZ. Telephone: (Pi-732 0771 

London AmoMbon tar the M p o gaMn wlCnomyitoaOSao 



announcements 

& PERSONAL NOTICES 

£6.46 per Hue iac, VAT (mm 3 lines) 

Tel: 071 481 4000 Fax: 071 782 7827 

By Post: aassi^AdveiiisiB|.UwiS. 

Times Newspaper, 1 Virginia Street, london, El 9DD. 

Booking Deadlines: - 

Monday- LOOpm Stuntey 
Tuesday - Friday 100pm day prior 
SWnnJay 4 JOpm Friday 

Please have a mnjor credit eard ready when placing your nonce 
as prtpsyiDcsU is restored* 

We accept 

ACCESS, AMEX, DINERS & VISA. 

COURT & SOCIAL, 
FORTHCOMING MARRIAGES 
and WEDDINGS 

On Court Page £11.75 per tine ine vaT. 

Tel: 071 782 7347 Fax: 071 481 9313. 

By POSL Court A Socia] Advertising, Lc*d 3. 

Times Newspapers, I Vnpnfe Street, London, El 9BD 

Booking Deadli ne:- 2 wortmg aqs prior to 

pabbaMO. 

Please indude in ail correspondence a rignamreoftaiiicroiic of 
Use punks concerned or a parent, yonr address srith daytime 
*ad borne telep ho ne Humbert (if diSereni). 


Church services tomorrow 


ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL. OywtL 7 

nsthuJ of Nine lessons and Carols: i ms 
oimti Ecch. sanlonS in B flat Away In a 
manger, In Duld jubllo. Scvtm Joys. His 
Grace the Archbishop of Wales. 
BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL: 5 JO 
FEsilvel of Nine Lessons and Carols; 1 1 jo 
Midnight Maos, Schubert In G. Sussex 
Cara), ne Provott 

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL: S HC (Our 
Lady undaraDflk 11 CHh Service. Rev Dr 
C A Lewis: 3 Cathedral Carol Sendee S E. 
Responses (Shephard), watron in E. 
Resooemus uurUbus (WtUeottg. 
CARLISLE CATHEDRAL 3 Children's 
Service; 6 jo Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols 1130 Midnight Euch. Canon 
D**td Jenfctns. 

CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL 8.15 ft 10 
H& BAS MP; A Crib Service; 5J5 Eft 6 
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols; 1 1 30 
Midnight Mass, Mlua ad pnestpe 
(Malcol m), carols by the chain The 
Provost. 

CHESTER CATHEDRAL 7.1S MR 7A5 ft 
1 1 JO HC 1.10 Offan rectal: 4 J5 choral 
E, Responses (Ros5.MurrtU in E. Lilliy. 
Lord jesus (art. Thai hen Ban}, HAS 
Midnight Euch. 

COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 9 MR I2A0 
Midday Prayer; I The Communion; 3 JO 
Family Service: 5 Eft 7 Liturgy for 
Ovtl5tmM Eve. 

DURHAM CATHEDRAL 3 Festival or 
Nine Lesions tnd cams. 

ELY CATHEDRAL 6.30 E: 7 procession 
with Carols and tUesstng of the Qltx 
11 .30 Midnight Each- 
ST GEORGE'S CATHEDRAL Somltwarie 
730 ft 1230 Moss: 330 Children's crib 
Services 11 JO Midnight Mass. 

OiaartL Achieved Is your glorious 
(Haydni. His Grace the Archbishop The 
Mon Rn wared o Bowen. 

LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 7 A5 M; 8 ft i l 
HC 10-50 Litany said u Dunstan's 
Chapel; 5,is Festival of Nine lessons with 
carols. Joy to the world {Hemrennl. a 
Utile child on the earth has been born 
{Flemish), Adam hr yhounden lord). 


whai sweeter music can we bring than a 
carol CBennen). Mary had a baby 
■a msaden f 


(»rr. 


Sargend, i saw a maiden Out. Penman). 
Rejoice and he merry (an. Nicholson): 
11 AS Sling Euch. The Sparrow setting 
(Mozart in a. Myn hiring (Terry). The 
Bishop of Leicester. 

LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 7A0 M: 8 ft 1030 
HC 3J5 & 1 cathedral carot service; 
1 1 3 o procession Blessing of the cdb and 
Sung Ench. 

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL S3Q E. 
Responses (Rose). New college sendee 
(Howelh). Lully I alia (Ldghttm); 630 
Blessing of the CrtoflI30 First 
Communion of Christmas. 

ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 730 M4 
1230 HG 3 E: 4 Christmas carol Service 
and Blessing of the CrltK 1 1 30 Mianighi 
Mass, Messe de Mtnnlt t Ch arp m flcr). 
canon Michael Seward. 

ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL, Deader U 30 
' .lit Mass, l s aw three Ships (air. 
v the Provost. 

ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 3.15 E. 


Midnight Such. Schubert !n G. A child is 
bom in HWhleham {Scheldt). Away in a 
manger (arc Moore), The Bishop of 

Soufhwai*. 

WELLS CATHEDRAL 4 BfeSSfng Of the 
Crib; 5.15 B; 1 1 30 Midnight Bum, Rt Rev 
lames Thompson. Bishop. 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 730M;8 HC.12 
Children 1 * Crib Service: 230 E; 3 Service 
of Lesions and carols: H30 Midnight 
Eurii, The Doan. 

WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL Masses 7. 
a. 830.9. 1030, 1230 ft 1 .05: 7A0 MR 
4.15 Solemn rammcai isi vespers of 
Christmas, Magnificat octavl ton! 

S o). O magnum mynerium 
; la data luWo (Bachl HE The 
; VigU Mass of Christmas. Mlssa 
iesu nostra redentpdo (Palestrina). Dies 
aan fflfllcenM (palettrtaai. There ts rta rose 
(Incenusk HJ5 Solemn VigU ft Midnight 
Mats with orchestra. Mlssa brevis in C 


(Mozart), For unto os a 
bod b bom (HandeQ. Ate venun corpus 
(Mozan). Sonata m (Mendelssohn). HE 
The CardlnaL 

YORK MINSTER; 730 M: 750 HC \2 
Blessing ol the Crttn 3 EK 4 Festival at 
Nine lessons end tarots. 

GUARDS CHAPEL Wellington Barracks, 
SWi: 11.1$ Carols at the Manger, n 3d 
MMaj^bi Choral HC. Mass (Ireland In G], 

CHAPEL ROYAL Hampton Conn Palace: 
11 Midnight Mass at the Nativity- 
, BT AUAN?, Broote St BC1 : 12 Midnight 
HM, Mlssa brevis In G (Mozan). Home 
Christus nanrs est (Poulenc). Preb John 
Oaskrri. 

ALL SOULS. Langharo Place, Wl: 1130 
commnnhm Service. Preb Richard Benrea. . 
GROSVENOR CHAPEL South . AOdWy 
Street, wl: 1 045 Carols! 1.1 5 Blessing of 
lbs crib and Mass. Messe de min oh 
(CharpenUffl), Rev Richard Hayes. 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. 
SmithfleW. EC 1: 1M5 Midnight Choral 
EorSz. The Rector. 

ST BRIDE'S. Pleei Street, Eta: 1130 
Midnight MuK 

ST CLEMENT DANES: 1130pm Choral 

Ench. Messe de Mlrtntt 

Thou most lean thy lowly 
(Berlioz). 

ST JAMES'S. Sussex Gardens, wz: 530 
Carols around the Cffix 1 130 Mfdnlghr 
Mass. Darke In F. Rev Gnham Buckle. 

5T MARX’S. Regents Park RCLNW1; 1 130 
Midnight M ass. Mass in C Cmxwim 
(Mozart], tarots. Rev Tom Devonshire 
Jones. 

ST MARGARET'S, Westminster, swi: 11 
Pint Euch of Cbrismus. Setting (Mass In 
C /Schubert), Hodla Christos moos est 
CSdi&zD, Rev Philip Chester, 

ST MARTS. Bourne Street. SWI: 12 
midnight HM (with carols from H30 
and orchestral. Mlssa tawfs to CfMoaitJ. 
Hodla Christus tutus est CBsssunoi. a 
C hild Is bom In Bethlehem (Scheldt). Fr 


Bffi Scon: 9 IM: 1030 HM. Mlssa octavj 
ton! (Lassus). 

ST MAXY1EBONE, Muyiehone Road, 
wi: 1 130 Midnight Mass, Spaczenmessc 
(Moron). The Lord Bishop of London (BBC 
Radio 4 Broadcast). 

BT MATTHEWS. Westminster. SWlt 
Midnight Mass. Music (Murray /LonrOe^. 
Fr MIQUM Hayes. 

ST PAUL'S. Wilton Place. SWI: 5 
Children's service. Rev Roger Royte; 1 1 30 
Solemn Midnight Each. Mlssa Brevis In 
C. Sporzenmesse (Moron). Ascribe unto 
the uua imven). CSroU. The Bishop ol 
PuQrern. 

ST PETER’S. Eaton Square. SW] : 5 Crib 
Service; 1130 Midnight Mass, Mlssa O 
magnum m yste rium (Victoria], Rev Fr 
Alan Chldwux. 

STCOUlMBA-9 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, 
Pom Street. SWI: H30pm Candlelight 
Soviet 

CROWN COURT CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND. Coran Garden. WQ: r 1 30 
Wuchalglu Servlet 

THE ASSUMPTION, Warwick Street, wi: 
1 130 Carols, Mlssa ronue coeili deSUper 
(Haydiu. 

THE ORATORY. Brampton Road. SW7: 6 
Mass; 1 1 30 Midnight Mass, Carols, Mass 
hi C (Beethoven). O regent cash (Victoria). 
BT ETHELD REDAH. Ely Place: 1 1 30pm 


(warlock). 

laodOms (HandlL 

AMERICAN CHURCH IN LONDON. 
TDtienham Court ltd, Wl; 945 Sunday 
School: 1 1 Worship. Rev j SchmJdL 
ST ANNE AND ST AGNES OufbenUl). 
GreSbam SV ECL 7 Family Candlelight 
Carol Service with Si Anne's Choir. 
WESLEVS CHAPEL C By Road. EQ: 
1130 Midnight Communion. Rev Paul 
Hulme. 

WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL 
{MedMdistJ. SWI: 1130 Midnight 
Candlelight communion. 


SPORT IN THE ALPS 
THE POPULAR SKI 

By F5. Smyflie 

Tile origin of skiing is unkn own. The first 
mention of It, according to Mr. Arnold Lunn 
in "A Histoiy of SkM^, n occurs in Procopius 
(A.D. 526-559). wbo mentions a race of 
Skridfinnar, or gliding Finns. The birthplace 
and nursery of doing was Scandinavia, and. 
although snow-shoes appear to have been 
worn for travellers crossing Alpine passes in 
the sixteenth century, skis were used in this 
country before thqr were used in Switzerland, 
Postmen a ne reputed to have accomplished 
snowy rounds on them, there is a mention of 
than in "Loma Doan.” and a writer in TJ®. ‘s 
Weekly' in Fdmuuy 1904. stated that 40 
years before he used "skees" to go to school 
and that llwy helped the Weardale miners to 
go to and from their work, “it being a fine 
thing to see 30 or 40 men gliding down the 
steep dopes from the mines at a speed equal to 
that of a railway tram." He also mentioned 
tear “skeejuroping" was a sprat are 
youths, and that boys of his own age 
possessed their grandfathers' “skres." 

Skiing as a sport is a comparatively modem 
devdoptnent, and owing to die lade of snow in 


ON THIS DAY 
December 23 1933 


FrnncLs Sydney Sniythe (1900-49), a 
mountaineer who led the first expedi- 
tion to climb a peak of over 25j000ft 
(fCamet) was ajrequent contributor to 
The Times. 

this country it was left to pioneers of European 
countries, such as Mathias Zdarsky. of 
Austria; Wiibebn Paufcke. Cad Luther, and 
Dr. Tholus of Germany; Christoph Isefin and 
Professor Egger, of Switzerland; and M. 
.of France,! 


DahameL 


to learn the art and] 


One of the fust Englishmen to sla was the 
late W. Cecil Slingsby, who undertook some 
expeditions In Norway in 1880, but it 
probable that two unknown Englishmen, 
who ascended the Brocken in 1 884, were the 
first Englishmen to tid on the Continent. In 
1868 CoJcmd Napier brought ski to Davos. 


and Dame Katherine Purse, in an article in 
the 192J Ski Year Book, describes her 
experiences on them. But it was not until the 
•nineties that British doing began to gather 
impetus. Gerald Fox introduced tid to 
G rinddwald in 1 893 . and in ] 894 Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle made a whole day's tour across 

?895-96the brothers E?^iSc.w!RiS^ 
son learnt to sld in Norway, and in 1898 Mr. 
Arnold Lunn. who with Mr. E.G Richaitison 
is one of the founders of British skiing, and 
who has done more flan any other English- 
man to popularise and develop the sport, put 
on sld for the first time at Chamonix. 

To "run Eke an Englishman" was in the 
earfy days a term of reproach, for British 
skiing technique lagged sadly behind that of 
central Europe and Scandinavia. It was not 
until January 6, 1903. that tire first dub, the 
Davos En|Usfa Ski Club, was founded by the 

brothers Richardson. In the same year the Ski 

Gubof Great Britain was formed. Again Mr. 

E.C. Rtcnanisor was the moving i - irit imd he 

became hon. secretary of the chib. Mr. Edaar 
Syers being deaed president. The dub 
2 S,1 P 1 *«4 M is publication “Sld-RunnW. 
but m 1905 tins was changed to anmSl 
yearbook. 
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US may use missiles against Serbs 


Yeltsin cancels Christmas summit 

Amid uncertainly over the future of his economic reforms. 
President Yeltsin withdrew from the Commonwealth of 
Independent States summit scheduled for Minsk on 
Christmas day Pages 1,7 


Passengers killed 

British workers are feared to be 
among the 158 passengers who 
died when a Libyan Boeing 727 
crashed on an internal flight 
from Benghazi to Tripoli Page 1 

Staying away 

The Princess of Wales is not 
expected at Sandringham for 
Christmas. She is believed to be 
going to stay with her brother, 
Earl Spencer, at Althorp House 
in Northamptonshire Page I 

Double quit 

A hospital trust manager who 
has been sacked for sexual har- 
assment resigned from two other 
hospitals while under investiga- 
tion for alleged misdemeanours. 
However, he also received sev- 
eral glowing references ~ Page 5 

Growing force 

Israel sent more troops to the 
border area with Lebanon to 
stopthe415 Palestmiansstrand- 
ed in no man's land from trying 
once again to return to Israeli- 
held territory. Earlier the deport- 
ed men had to move bade 
towards Lebanon after Israeli 
forces fired machineguns and 
mortars at them-.... Page 8 

Open secret 

Papers that give details of the 
Macmillan government’s secret 
offer to help America overthrow 
Fidd Castro in Cuba are due to 
be released today — Page 4 

Sleeping in 

Thousands of homeless people 
throughout Britain mil swap 


their damp makeshift beds today 
for the comfort of a Christmas 
refuge where they will be fed, 
given medical treatment where 
necessary and entertained. But 
their move into the warm will be 
brief Page 5 

Painful memories 

The pilots of the Dutch DC10 
which crashed in Portugal this 
wed: with the loss of 54 lives 
have told accident investigators 
about the last few moments of 
their ill-fated attempt to 
land Page 9 

Schoolboys die 

Two schoolboys in Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire, died after felling 
through ice on a frozen pond. 
Four firemen were being treated 
in hospital for hypothermia last 
night after trying to rescue the 
boys, thought to have been aged 
14 and 15 Page 3 

Action on rape 

Rape has become a systematic 
weapon of war in the Bosnian 
conflict and the rapists should be 
put before war crimes tribunals, 
according to a report fay die 
World Council of Churches. Two 
of the council's investigators 
have just returned from a visit to 
Croatia .... P*ge6 

Pit defiance 

The government and British 
Coal are beading for a further 
dash with miners after unions 
condemned Michael Hesel tine’s 
announcement that coal produc- 
tion would not resume at the ten 
doomed pits, despite this week’s 
High Court ruling Page 2 


Battle of the plastic bimbos 


The growinjp world of plastic surgery aund breast reshaping 
at last readied the toy market, when Hasbro Industries, fee 
maker of Sindy, agreed that she should have a facelift to make 
her look less like Barbie. Mattel, fee manufacturer of Barbie, 
had threatened a multi-million dollar legal action because of 
Sindy*s resemblance to its own product Page 3 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 19,109 


ACROSS 

1 Make fast lap to secure Silver, 
perhaps (3-3). 

5 Properly directed to follow short- 
term satellite emission (8). 

9 Common prison dispute heard in 
courtyard (10). 

!0 Flower would be nothing if cut 
14). 

1 1 Demand for parking in a small 
Parisian enclosure (8). 

12 Abdicate when son is put in to 
rule (6). 

13 Vehicle rejected by trading centre 
(4). 

15 Justiivdropping of opening show 

( 8 ). ' 

18 English comedian canying on 
and making money (S). 

19. Frolic in vessel on lake (4). 

21 Still an intrusion likely to spoil 
the reception (6). 

23 Manifold, as 6 is of 3, for 
example (8). 


Solution to Puzzle No 19.108 


HGJnnHElHHElH EISOH 

a s h n a a a 

QOnQQIDDQBB □□□□ 
BHQBBHDEn 
□□□HBanciancia 
0SO m s a □ 
□BmnnnoEjE mansn 
aanmnonH 
□anna EDDSHQaias 
m a a a □ □ □ 
maciSBaanancia 
□ naHQaaa 
□□he naEiaanaann 
an □ □ n n o 
□bee asnEannana 


16 Give special attention to sect 
that’s to collect tax (9). 


Concise Crossword, pay 32 



I America is prepared to launch cruise missile attacks on 
Serbian airfields toenforoe the air exclusion zone over Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, the Pentagon disclosed, as fee Western allies 
put the finishing touches to a draft UN resolution aimed at 
curbing Serb aggression in the former Yugoslav republic. ' 

The draft authorising mfiitaiy action could be ready today, 
and John Major told troops during a surprise visit to Bosnia 
yesterday that it would be put to fee security council within 
days — Pages 1,6,12,13 


17 Friendly even when caught out 

( 8 ). 

20 Ran off with notes to prepare for 
flight (6). 

22 Host rising to accept thanks 
from ail (5). 

24 Constitutional taken in terrible 
gales (5). 
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Long baud; Blizzard, a spaniel, pulling Jacob Johnston, 1 1, and his cousin Sara, 1, on a sledge in. Rapid City, South Dakota 


Grounded: British Airways has 
been forced to call off its £480 
million tie-up with USAir. the 
American airline after the federal 
authorities refused to drop then- 

objection to the deal —Page 17 

Trade gap: Britain’s trade figures 
plunged £1.2 billion into the red 
last month, compared with a £950 
million deficit in October, as im- 
ports continued to flood the high 
street despite the recession. The 
figures reawakened fears that the 
country's manufacturing base is 
now too weak to meet consumer 

demands — Page 17 

Markets: The stockmarket hit 
another record high, its third in 
succession boosted fay heavy had- 
ing in the futures market The FT- 
SE 100 index rose 34 3 to dose at 
2.842.0, bringing the gain in the 
past three trading days to 101. 
Brokers are predicting further 
gains Page 17 


Weighing up: In a world where 
thinness is integral to a woman’s 
judgment of ber personal success, 
Sarah Mower finds that the 
thought of being a slim corpse at 
one’s own untimely funeral is less 
likely to be reckoned a tragedy than 
it is to be perceived as an 
achievement ~Page 10 


and dergy have to perform a dedi- 
cate balancing act, between, keep- 
ing order in line with the solemnity 
of the occasion, while not alienat- 
ing those who might have had one 
drink too many in the pub 
beforehand. Page 1 1 


Grooves and ruts: Can jazz, which 
is essentially live and spontaneous, 
ever be completely at home in the 
recording studio? The 75th anni- 
versaiy of the first ever jazar record- 
ings offers the chance for re- 
assessment Page 23 

Crowned by duels: A new stage 
production of The Prisoner of 
Zenda is full of action and 

romance Page 24 

Prize possessions: A vast array of 
sporting trophies makes a gutter- 
ing show at the Victoria and Albert 

Museum-—.. _ Page 25 

Ealing opera? Fifties comedy clas- 
sic 77teLady*i/fe7S has been turned 
into an opera by Czech composer 
Hja Huntik — Page 25 




mas. about which me chattering 
classes love to chatter, is why 
doesn’t everyone do tbeirshopping 
as sensibly as they do? Why do so 
many people buy the pricey manu- 
facturers’ brands Page 27 


Taken bade Hie International 
Cricket Council has bowed to pres- 
sure from Pakistan and withdrawn 
its invitation to Tom Graveney, the 
former England batsman, to act as 
fee match referee for the Test series 
and one-day internationals be- 
tween West Indies and 

Pakistan— Page 28 

Lora of credit: The future of Eu- 
rope’s richest indoor women’s ten- 
nis tournament, held at Brighton 
for fee past 15 years, has been 
threatened by Midland Banks de- 
cision to withdrew its 
sponsorship Page 32 






Mary Reveley, who 
runs her star chaser 
Cab On Target at 
Kemptoa on Boxing 
day. is a top trainer 
but she lets her horses 
do fee talking 2 
Page 29 


Tristan GareEJones 
wanted to step down 
as a foreign minister 
last year. John Major 


last year. John Major 
persuaded him to stay 
until Britain's EC 
presidency was over 
Page 4 


Adelina Patti fell in 
love wife a castle in 
the wDds of Powys. 
Now opera fans are 
being asked to find 
£1.5 million to repair 
fee diva’s home 
Page 5 


Warren Christopher, 
who Served in the last 


who served in fee last 
Democratic adminis- 
tration for Jimmy 
Carter; is expected to 
be in Bill Chnton’s 
White House team 
Page 8 
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For the latest region by region forecast, 24 
bourn ■ day, dM 0881 500 followed by the 


appropriate coda 

Greater London 

Kart, Sunny .Susa 

Dorset. Hants & IOW 

Devon & Cornwall 

WBta.GtoucsAwn.Sans 

Bnrks.Bucte.Onxi 

Bfld&HertB& Essex 

Norio*£uR*.Camt» 

WoatlM&StfiGtam&GiMnt 

Shrops-HareWaSWorcs 

Central MkSanda 

EastMkfianfe 


Dyted& Powys 

Gwynedd S Cfnyd 

NWEnpteid 

W&S Yorks & Daks 

NE England 

Cunbi&& Lake District 


SW Scotland 

ii _r ffnnllnnil 

ww Uqamot JCOvwrij 

EcfciS rawushian & Bantam . 
E Central Scadand 


Grampian AEHighteKto 

N W Scotland — 


Cattmes&Otoiay A Shetland . 
N Ireland 


701 

702 

703 

704 

70S 

708 

707 

708 

708 

710 

711 

712 

713 

714 

715 

718 

717 

718 

718 

720 

— 721 

722 

723 

— 724 

725 

— 728 

.727 


Fog in England and Wales will 
dear slowly, although patches 
will persist, especially in the Midlands. The best of any sunshine 
will be in the West, while the East may have showers. Fog in 
Scotland and Northern Ireland should dear, becoming bright in 
places. Thickening doud over northwest Scotland will spread 
southeast, bringing rain. Outlook: rain moving southwards and 
overnight fog persisting. 


MOOAY: t=thundar; d^drfezle: lg=fi 
sl-ateat an ^ snow; I star, c-'cioet 
C F 

15 59 S M ajo r ca 
15 59 a Malaga 
17 83 t Mata 


17 63 I Mob'me 
3 37 c Mexico C* 


15 58 a Miami* 

17 63 I MBan 
31 88 s Montreal* 


Woathorcafl is charged at 36p par m inula 
(cheap rate) and 48p per minute at al other 



27 81 c Moscow 
12 54 I Munich 
15 59 c Nairobi 
1 34 .c Ncptoa 

-1 30 c N 15eW 


(T. s— sun: 

; r=rain 
C F 

17 63 I 

18 61 C 
18 64 I 

17 63 r 

18 61 3 
26 79 I 

G 43 c 
-5 23 3 
4 16 3 
7 45 c 


25 Packaged, we hear, and carried 
away (4). 

26 Garden ably cultivated on the 
whole (2,3.5). 

27 Cooks use them to finish off cakes 
on the outside (S). ' 

28 Fairly flat and extremely lengthy 
(61- 


DOWN 

Z Salty holding up Eastern attire 
(5). 

3 Philanderer sailed away with 
crew (6.3). 

4 Priceless instrument soaring to 
top note (6). 

5 Does ir help one to get bearings 
from drawing room? (8.7). 

6 Pull rank to caned order I’ve put 
out? (8). 

7 Offers to wrap new ties (5). 

8 Creature snarling at gorilla (9). 

14 Pedigree dog's competition 
venue (9). 


For His latest AA traffic and road- works 
information, 24 hours a day, dial 0338 
401 foflowed by the appropriate code. 
London & truffle, roadworks 

C. London (irtNnN&S Ores.) 731 - 

M-WHys/roads M4-M1 „ 732 

M - w i rtUD da Ml -Oanfo>tJ T 733 

M-ways/roartl Darttord T-M23 _734 

M-woyafroada M23-M4 „ 735 

MSB London (MAM only 736 

rational traffic and roadworks 

National motorways 737 

Mint Country 738 

Wales 739 

In te n ds . :_740 

EastAngte 74i 

Northwest England 742 

North-mai E ngl a nd . .. . - 

Scotland 744 

Northern Ireland _ _74S 

AA RoKtwatch is charged at 36p per minute 
(cheap rats) and 4*p par minute at al other 
trite- 
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-1 30 c N DeW 
21 70 r NYoric* 
12 54 s Wee 
11 52 I Onto 


3 37 8 

0 32 I 
29 84 s 
15 SB c 
23 73 s 

1 34 f 


5 41 r 
2 38 9 


T3 55 s Rome 
5 41 e Sahbu 


17 63 C S 
13 55 f S 


5 43 r 
14 57 s 
5 41 fg 
16 61 s 
-2 £8 s 
23 73 f 
4 39 9 


4 39 f Tenerife 
22 72 f Tokyo 


27 81 I Toronto* 
-• - Tunis 


19 flfi c Vritencta 
3 37 e VancVer* 


11 52 c Venice 
0 43 c Wanna 


L Angela* u 57 s WasMon* 

luaemhg 8 43 to Wefmon 

Law IB 64 1 Zurich 

Madrftf denotes ffiprafc an Best art 


13 55 l 

21 70 9 
2 36 6 

14 57 f 
.-8 18 I 

5 41 c 

4 25 S 
25 77 S 

2 36 c 
7 «5 r 

14 57 s 
28 82 I 
33 91 5 
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5 41 s 
9 48 C 

22 72 » 
28 84 C 

2 36 s 
28 84 r 
-3 27 s 

7 45 c 
24 75 s 

17 63 1 
12 54 r 

15 64 r 
15 59 s 
-3 27 c 
15 59 c 
14 57 f 

4 38 c 

8 46 f 

t 34 c ; 

-4 25 8 

5 41 a 
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Yesterday: Temp: mat 6am to ton. 6C (43F); 
min 0pm to 6am, 1C (34F). Hurwty: Bern, 60 
per cert. Rain: 24hr to 6pm, nfl. Sun: 24hr to 
6pm, &0hr. Bar, meat sea level, 6pm, 1 , 033.0 
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London 355 pm to 605 am 


1 4.05 pm to a 15 am 
Edtotxngh 3.41pm n 644 am 
M an c h es te r 3-52 pm to S-25 an 


ar 3^2 pm to 625 am 
423 pm to 830 an 


Sun rises: 
8.05 am 


Moon rises Moan sets 

7.84 am 3-32 pm 

New moon tomorrow 


TODAY 

London Bridge 

Aberdeen 

Auonmoufli 


Caron 

Bewnpon 

Dwer 

Fstotoum 


HT PM HT 

07 120 6.7 

4.0 1242 42 

1£4 652 163 

as to .42 3.4 

US 637 11.4 

53 5.27 5.1 

6S 1045 63 

5.1 457 49 

12.12 4.8 

36 11.33 36 

5.4 10.03 53 

69 533 7.1 

67 533 eg 

B.1 557 63 

S3 2.05 53 


Cult comedian Jack Dee stare in a 
Christinas special wife a guest ap- 
pearance by Tom Jones. 

Dee Show (04, 9pm) P*S* 31 


Alarm call: In the eyes of the police 
' and insurance companies Christ- 
mas is also fee felonious season. 
Nigel Buxton on how burglars do 
not have a merry tune at your 

expense. Page 26 

Moving houra: Fed up of waiting 
for feat elusive buyer? Home ex- 
changes are looking increasingly 
attractive. Page 26 


In harness 

Both fee ECs new ambasadors 
are shrewd and experienced 
enough to know that if they 
operate, theywfllbe the most influ- 
ential pair of commissioners after., 
fee president himself and a formi- 
dable counterweight to the poww 
M Delots has managed to build 
up : — 

Motorway mayhem 

There will be no significant change 
in driving practice until police axe 
given the power to make advisory 
speed limits compulsory. Such re- 
strictions would be triggered by 
weather conditions and set region- 
ally by chief police officers Page 13 

Duty before Christmas 

(from December 20, 1935) 

It seems odd that men, who haw 
always song fee most loudly on fee 
glories of Christmas should now 
leave the privilege of shopping 
mainly to their wives and 
daughters Page 1 7 


SIMON JENKINS 

So stupid is Western poli^ towards 
Serbia feat I rather think every- 
body is on Slobodan Milosevic’s 
side. Politicians should repeat three 
times a day before breakfast: “ Eco- 
nomic Sanctions Never Work”. 
Sanctions against Serbia have 
done what sanctions always do: 
entrench those in power, breed na- 
tionalism and encourage self- 
sufficiency Page 12 

JOHN HABGOOD 

Our own monarchy nowadays vir- 
tually has to rely on symbolism 
alone, and the potential danger in 
this for the future in focusing too 
much atten tion on the persons 
themselves is beginning to be rec- 
ognised. The main thrust of the 
symbolism needs to be moved back 
to where it properly belongs, to fee 
sovereign as the embodiment of the 
unity and history of the nation 
under God.... Page 1 2 


Europe is in trouble. All of fee big 
countries are committed to push 
fee European Community to an 
unprecedented level of union. A 
year ago, they expected it to be 
broadly popular. Since then they 
have disawered that their voters are 
conspicuously lukewarm and am- 
bivalent — Washington Post 
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Temperauras at midday yesterday: c. cloud I 
ten ram; s. sun 

C F C F 
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SKIING HOLIDAYS 
CAN GO DOWNHILL,,. 

...if you haven’t got the 
proper insurance. Ring WPA 
Travel Plan before you go 
(nr imm^rt iafi* rty vfr. 

Make mre wltb 
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BUSINESS 17-21 

Why the Old Lady 
needs its 
foot soldiers 



MEDIA 27 

Have we got 
news for 
you, Trevor 



SPORT 28-32 

Midland withdraws 
backing for top 
tennis tournament 


THE 








W. 



BUSINESS 

TODAY 


HIGH POWER 



GEC Alsthom, the 
Anglo-French joint 
venture, has won a 
US$3 billion contract 
to equip a new power 
station in Hong Kong 
Page 18 


HIGH SCORE 

Five mining shares 
selected in January 
achieved an average 
appreciation in value of 
7.3 per cent 
Tempos, page 19 


HIGH NOTE 



Chris Wright, the 
founder and chairman 
of Chrysalis, is 
planning a return to 
the record business 
Page 18 

» 


HIGH FINANCE 



Standard Chartered 
has raised £200 million 
from property sales, 
equivalent to a one-for- 
six rights issue 
Page 18 


Failure of BA’s American dream 


$750m air deal withdrawn 
as open skies talks collapse 


By Coun Narbroogh 

WORLD TRADE 
CORRESPONDENT 

LORD King, the acquisitive 
British Airways chairman, 
has been forced to abort his 
airline's $750 million bid for 
a stake in US Air, the Ameri- 
can domestic carrier, after 
Washington refused to drop 
its objections to the deal. 

Despite the setback. BA 
intends to pursue “alternative 
relationships” with USAir and 
is likely to come bade with a 
substantially scaled down offer 
in the new year, probably after 
President-elect Bill Clinton 
takes office. 

A new deal is not expected to 
involve any link to moves to 
open up British airports to 
American airlines. The 44 per 
cent stake BA sought in USAir 
was intended to give it the 
crucial access to the American 
market at the heart of Lord 
King’s strategic expansion to 
make BA a truly global 
operator. 

Failure of the deal dashes 
hopes of a new liberalised air 
services agreement between 
Britain and America. Talks 
between die two governments, 
which had been going on tor 
months, were immediately 
suspended and the depart- 
ment of transport withdrew all 
its offers, to allow American 
airlines greater access to Brit- 


■ A transatlantic deadlock over “open 
skies” for US airlines in Britain has 
prompted the withdrawal of BA’s $750 
million bid for a crucial stake in USAir 


ish regional airports. With 
relations between the two sides 
at a low, tite prospects of more 
direct trans-Atlantic flights 
from such regional airports as 
Birmingham andf Manchester 
seem more remote than ever, 
although h Is hoped that the 
Clinton administration may 
be willing to reopen talks. 

Last week. BA secured -Aus- 
tralian approval to pay £290 
million for 25 per cent of 
Qantas. die national carrier, 
boosting BA's presence in the 
Asia-Pacific region. Hopes 
that BA could round off 1992 
with USAir in tow faded last 
weekend, when it became 
apparent that even John Ma- 
jor had been unable during 
his visit to Washington to 
extract a green light for BA 
from the Bush administration. 

The powerful American air- 
line lobby bitterly opposed the 
deal even though USAir ur- 
gently needs a strong financial 
partner. 

Leading American carriers 
argued that the deal, under 
which the British airline 
. would acquire 21 per cent of 
the voting rights in USAir. 

THUKSI3SJ DLCLRuT 


Bush to reject 
BA links 
with USAir 


■ John Major will be toW next week tint 


From The Times of December 1 7 


would have given a foreign 
company a degree of influence 
over an American airline that 
was fflegal 

The American airlines in- 
sisted that the bid should be 
coupled with moves towards 
opening British airports to 
more competition hum Amer- 
ica. BA opposed the idea, 
fearful that its dominant pos- 
ition in London could be 
undermined. 

Stephen Wolf, the United 
chairman, voiced disappoint- 
ment at the BA withdrawal. 
He said the decision was a 
Ion opportunity for afl con- 
cerned” to liberalise the out- 
dated and heavily restricted 
aviation agreement between 
American and Britain. 

BA made dear that it was 
dropping the conditional 
$750 mfflion USAir offer on 
the grounds that it could not 
be expected to pump ifi such a 
large amount of money with- 
out a large say in the way the 
airline was run. 

BA appeared relieved that 
the British government had 
not agreed to “unwarranted 
and unilateral concessions” 
under the bilateral air services 
agreement 

It described as regrettable 
that acceptance of its legal 
offer had been linked to “ex- 
cessive” demands from the 
Americans. 

The condimonal bid was 
scheduled to lapse on Thurs- 
day in the absence of Wash- 
ington’s blessing. The British 
offer to give American airlines 
unlimited access to regional 
airports in this country has 
now been withdrawn, the 
transport department said. 

Comment page 19 



King without an American crown: the USAir deal was central to the BA chairman’s hopes of a truly global presence 

US blames Britain for breakdown 


From Philip Robinson in new york 


ANDREW Card, the Ameri- 
can transport secretary, yester- 
day indicated there was a rift ' 
between British Airways and 
UK officials over negotiating 
terms of the deal 
He was speaking at a press 
conference after announcing 
that BA had terminated its 
offer for a stake in USAir. Mr 
Card said he believed moves to 
block the deal stemmed from 
UK airlines. He said the 
British government was sup- 
porting a policy of “open 


skies" — a condition of the 
American approval of the BA- 
USAir deal — but that British 
airlines had been resistant. 

“The government in the UK 
is interested in moving for- 
ward. The carriers may not be 
as forward leaning," he 
added. 

Mr Card said America’s 
main objection to the BA- 
USAir deal was the UK’s 
refusal to allow American 
airlines free access to the 
market for Europeans at 


Heathrow airport He said 
that he and John MacGregor, 
his British counterpart agreed 
that . an open sides polity 
would benefit both carriers, 
allowing full and fair competi- 
tion. 

Meanwhile. Wall Street an- 
alysts think that fu fthnnci 
the German airline, may re- 
open the talks for closer links 
with USAir that had been 
going for months before BA’s 
formal July offer. 

Key to any deal will be a 


cash infusion similar to that 
which would have come with 
the British Airways deal. 

Julius Maldutis, a Salomon 
Brothers analyst, said the deal 
is far from over. He said the 
news was a pause, not the end, 
and BA would be back with a 
winning structure. By the time 
the Clinton administration 
took office. USAir would have 
produced its results for last 
year, which are expected to 
show another annual loss of 
about $350 million. 
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Widening trade gap fuels 
fears on long-term outlook 

By Janet Bush, economics correspondent 


BRITAIN’S trade perfor- 
mance worsened again in 
November as imports of con- 
sumer goods continued to 
pour in. despite weak de- 
mand. and cost more as the 
first effects of devaluation 
came through. 

The figures confirmed wor- 
ries that Britain's manufactur- 
ing base is too small to furnish 
consumers with the goods they 
want Even at the bottom of a 
severe recession, what weak 
consumer demand there is is 
bang met by imports. When 
recovery comes. Britain’s trade 
performance could deteriorate 
to unacceptable proportions 
and act as a long-term re- 
straint on economic growth. 

The trade deficit widened to 
£1.19 billion last month from 
£950 million in October, ac- 
cording to the Central Statisti- 
cal Office. More worrying was 
a deterioration in the underty- 
ing deficit, excluding oil and 
erratic items, to £1.63 billion 
from £1.43 billion. 

These are the classic hall- 
marks of the "J-curye” effect 
after devaluations, in which 
import prices rise before ex- 
ports benefit from the boost to 


their competitiveness. Import 
prices rose about 3 per cent in 
November and there are likely 
to be more rises over the next 
few months. These cannot be 
monitored in tire first six 
months of next year because 
figures wifl not be published 
while Britain switches to a new 
European standard for collect- 
ing data. 

The strength of import pen- 
etration is unprecedented at 
this stage of the economic 
cyde. according to Adam Cole 
of James CapeL The current 
account deficit is running at 
nearly 2 per cent of gross 



Scblesinger: less hawkish 


domestic product In 19S2. 
roughly the same stage of the 
last recession, there was a 
surplus ofl. 7 per cent 

The Treasury pointed out 
that import penetration does 
seem to have flattened out 
□ Tensions eased in the ex- 
change-rale mechanism after 
Helmut Schlesinger, the 
Bundesbank president ap- 
peared to adopt a less hawkish 
tone about inflation. He said 
lower inflation could lead to 6 
per cent market interest rates 
in the medium term. 

The maxk-came underpres- 
sure as dealers speculated that 
the German central bank may 
be conceding the case for 
lower interest rates early next 
year. The dollar rose to 
DM1.5865 from 

DM 1 .5760. 

Sterling dropped on disap- 
pointment about the trade 
figures, dosing at DM2.4385 
from DM2.45 15 on Monday 
and dropping neatty 3 cents to 
$1.5380. Hopes of more rate 
cuts if die Germans cut their 
interest rates boosted British 
shares. The FT-SE 100 dosed 1 
34.3 points higher at a record i 
2,842. 


Shares hit 
another 
record dose 

By Michael Clark 

ANOTHER Cast-moving per- 
formance by the futures mar- 
ket, where ti>e March series 
touched a peak of 2,891, 
squeezed share prices higher 
and enabled the London stock 
market to extend its record- 
breaking run. 

The FT-SE 100 index recov- 
ered from a hesitant start to 
dose 34.3 points up at a high 
of 2,842. The index has risen 
101 point in the past three 
trading sessions. 

Bullish brokers predict that 
it will move higher over the 
Christmas period to touch 
2,900, reflecting the view that 
1993 will be a year of econom- 
ic recovery. 

Turnover readied 815 nxQ- 
fion shares, bolstered again by 
“bed and breakfast” transac- 
tions to establish year-end tax 
losses, the squaring up of fund 
managers’ portfolios and 
straddling by arbitrageurs be- 
tween cash and futures. 

Genuine retail business ap- 
peared to be thin; stock short- 
ages and absence of setters 
exaggerated price movements. 


Stock market, page 20 


OFT will not refer credit card business 


By Neil Bennett 

BANKING CORRESPONDENT 

tfffce of Fair Trading has given the 
an earty Christmas present by 

jg not to refer foe credit and debit 
jsiness to the monopolies commis- 
ter a two-year investigation. 

Bryan Carsberg. OFT director- 


ket was not appropriate, despite 
plaints from food retailers, including 
a and Salnsbury’s. about the rise in 
f card processing fees. 
ic OFT said there was no evidence 
the banks had colluded to fix 


merchant acquiring charges, the fees that 
retailers pay for card transactions, and 
that the banks were not making excess 

profits from the business. 

However, Sir Biyan said he will 
continue info rmal enquiries into several 
areas of the market, and may try to 
abolish the banks’ stranglehold on the 
merchant acquiring business. 

At foe moment only card issuers can 
also be merchant ac quire rs . Sir Bryan 
said he would examine foe market to see 
if retailers and independent companies 
should also be allowed to become 

merchant acquirers. 

The OFT is also expected to ask debit 


card issuers and charge card companies 
to abandon their no-discrimination rule 
in the new year. This would enable 
retailers to charge more for goods bought 
by Switch or American Express. 

Despite these conditions, the banks 
were overjoyed. Richard Reay-Smith. 
chief executive of Barclays Central Retail 
Services division, sakt “We have demon- 
strated that card processing is a very 
competitive business and that larger 
retailers often receive these services at 
prices which are below cost" 

The British Retail Consortium in torn 
welcomed further investigation into card 
charges. 


DOES YOUR ADVISER BELIEVE IN 
THE FRENCH AND GERMAN 
BOND? 
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GEC wins 
$3 bn HK 


power deal 


By Coun Narb rough, worjud trade correspondent 


DESPITE the political turbu- 
lence over Hong Kong. GEC 
Alsthom. the Anglo-French 
generating plant joint venture, 
in a consortium with Ameri- 
ca's General Electric, has won 
a contract, worth up to US$3 
billion, to equip a new power 
station in the crown colony. 

About 40 per cent of the 
work on the plant — which is 
the largest order for a com- 
bined cycle gas-turbine power 
station placed this year and 
matches the biggest plant of its 
kind — will be carried out in 
Britain. Factories in Fiance 
and America will get about 30 
percent each. 

The deal, secured in compe- 
tition with Siemens of 


Border raises 
payout after 
profit forecast 


BORDER Television, the 
Cumbrian regional operator 
chaired by Melvyn Bragg, 
proposes to raise its interim 
dividend to I.3p (l.lp) after 
forecasting a brighter profits 
outlook despite paying out 
£385.000 for staff severance 
costs (Philip Pangaios writes). 

The USM-quoted company 
repotted operating profits 
ahead 77.6 per cent to 
£904,000 in the six months to 
end-October. Pre-tax profits 
rose 2 per cent to £5 1 9,000. 

Earnings were 3.4p (3.3p) a 
share. The shares rose 3p to 
103p. 


Germany, provides an impor- 
tant end-of-year boost to Brit- 
ish exports, the growth rate of 
which had started to flag in 
recent months despite the 
more competitive pound. Ne- 
gotiations were led by Nick 
Salmon, deputy managing di- 
rector of GEC Alsthom’s gas 
turbine divisioa 

The contract from Castle 
Peak Power Company 
(Capco), which is owned by 
China light and Power and 
Exxon, is for a 2.400 mega- 
watt gas-fired combined cyde 

gas turbine power plant for the 
new Black Point station. 
Capco runs all power stations 
in the Kowloon and New 
Territories districts. 

China Light said the consor- 
tium was chosen on the basis 
of its lower cost The winning 
tender contained highly com- 
petitive financing, involving 
long-term export credits. 
Work on the project wQl start 
immediately. 

Kevin Bray, managing di- 
rector at GEC Alsthom, was 
delighted with the deal, which 
he described as one of the most 
prestigious power generation 
projects in the world. He 
noted that the contract also 
provided another important 
reference for the superior gas- 
fired combined cycle technol- 
ogy the Anglo-French- 
American consortium could 
offer. 

The technology is based on 
the worid’s largest gas turbine, 
the 9F. which was co-devd- 
oped with GE and is becom- 
ing the standard electricity 
generator around the world. 



Play it again: profits encouraged Chris Wright to return to the record business 


Chiysalis to launch new label 


By Philip Pangalos 


CHRYSALIS Group, the 
music publishing to media 
services group that sold its 
record divisioa to Thom EMI 
last year, has bounced back 
into the black and confirmed 
plans to return to the record, 
business with the launch of a 
new label after March. 

The sale rtf the rest of 
Chrysalis's loss-making label 
to Thom EMI for £11.6 
million was mainly responsi- 
ble for group pre-tax profits of 
£5.63 millio n in the year to 
end-Augost, compared with a 
£933 rmUkmloss. Chrysalis 
sold the remainder of the 
label to Thom EMI in Nov- 
ember last year after forming 


a joint venture with Thom in 
1989. To boost the group’s 
proposed return to the record 
business. , Chris Wright. 
Chrysalis’s founder and chair- 
man, has recruited Steve Lew- 
is, former managing director 
of Virgin Music Publishing. 
Mr Lewis left Virgin when 
Richard Brarison sold it to 
Thom this year. 

“We’ve got a very good shot 
at rebuflding a major record 
company. Hopefully we will 
learn from past mistakes, 
especially from moving into 
the US," Mr Wright said. 

Despite the revived figures, 
he said the year had started 
slowly although trade was 
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ENDURANCE FUND MANAGEMENT 
41 Ha nb jxmB Gankna Loodan SW74JU- 
071 373 Hll 

Eattmance 15L40 16140 ... 189 


KJWITABLE UNIT TRUST MANAGERS 
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FIDELITY INVESTMENT SERVICES 
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FRAMUNGTON UNIT MANAGEMENT 
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FRIENDS PROVIDENT MANAGERS 
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COMMERCIAL UNION TRUST 
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GARTMORE FUND MANAGERS 
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EAGLE STAR UNIT MANAGERS 
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improving. “Trading condi- 
tkms have remained very 
difficult in - many divisions 
throix^out the pCTiod, severe- 
ly impairing performance.” 

- Operating losses rose to 
£4.79 min i nn (£1.94 mXfijon), 
on turnover of £66 milli on 
(£683 million). The mam rea- 
son for the deepening losses 
was the a mu seme n t machines 
operation, where the reces- 
sion and margin erosion are 
blamed for losses of about £3 
ruffian (£2 million) . 

There was a tax credit of 
£1.45 million (£645,000). 
Earnings were 26.02p a share 
(30.06p loss). There is again 
no dividend. 


Standard 

property 

sells 

for £1 36m 


- By Neil Bennett 
BANKING CORRESPONDENT 


STANDARD Chartered has 
raised an additional £136 
millioa from the sale of a 
portfolio of properties in foe 
Far East, including its head 
office in Hong Kong. - 

Standard has now raised 
£200 million from property 
sales in the past week — 
equivalent to a one-for-six 
rights issue. The bank has 
made a profit of about £100 
minion on foe disposals, off- 
setting the losses it made this 
summer in the Bombay stock 
market fraud. . 

Standard is raising £74 
million from the sale of most 
of its remaining interests in its 
Hong Kong head office in Des 
Voeux Road. The cost of the 
bank's lease on the building 
was only £2 million, since 
Standard has held foe site 
since the last century. 

The property wfll still be 
called the Standard Chartered 
building for another 20 years, 
while Standard will retain 
ownership of its branch on foe 
ground floor and foe neigjh- 


man said that foe sale did not 
mean foe bank was weaken- 
ing its ties with Hong Kong. 

The bank is also selling its 
manager's house in Malaysia 
for £20 millioa and several 
managers' houses in Singa- 
pore for £40 millioa 'Hie 
Malaysian sale paves the way 
for Standard to float a minor- 
ity stake in its Malaysian 
subsidiary before October 
1 994 to comply. with local law. 

The sales boost Standard’s 
capital ratios to more than 10 
per cent and allow it to 
increase its balance sheet by 
about £3.5 bfllion. . 



Sotheby’s and Christie’s 
increase auction sales 


SOTHEBY’S and t£ 

auctioneers, have announced . , 0 * £*74- 

year to December 22. Sotheb/s imported sate .of £674. 
mfllfon (£639 million) compared with £631 million (£583 

■"BrtfiSdSx. taUtl** LSaS&rfEBW- 

important autumn season. Sotheb/s reported ^ 

Sn (£290 million}. Christie’s saw- sales ISS5 
Sl2 mfflion. Competition bman *e two |hou« 

Christmas redundancies. Christies has made I*opie 
redundant. Since 1990, its workforce has been parity 20 
per cent and costs have been cut by E3 2 million. Sotheby’s has 
shed 1 0 jobs and plans more cuts. 


Europtics to open plant 


UP to 180 jobs could be created by an oj«ical componrmte. 
factory due to open at Whiston, 

next year. The plant will be operated by Europncs. a joint 
S^oSanySvned by BICC 

construction group, and Japanese companies, Furukavra. me 
cable manufacturer, and NTT. the 
company. The main product will be the MT comm wradi 
is uSfor optical fibre inter-oonnecnon in telecommunica- 
tions and data communications. 


Albrighton buys quarries 


ALBRIGHTON. foe quarrying group, is buying Tarmac^ 
sandstone business, comprising five quarries \m Dert^mre 
and foe North of England, for £3-2 1 million. The acquisition 
will be funded from a £4.96 million righis issue of shares at 
12p. Existing shares rose 2p to 12p. Albrighton reporteda 
pre-tax loss of £62,000 in the six months to end-Seprember 
(£347.000 loss), with a lp loss per share (5.5p loss). Thoe is 
again no dividend. Tarmac said foe sale raised the total from 
its disposal programme this year to £1 30 million. 


Upton plans share issue 


UPTON and Southern, foe department store and property 
group fairing severe financial difficulties, is proposing 10 raise 
£785,000 through a deeply discounted share issue. The 
company disclosed that its liabilities outweigh its assets by 
more than £1.7 million and it has bank debts of £5.9 million. 
New funds are being raised by way of a firm placing of 65 
million shares with firaanrfa] institutions and an open offer of 
36.07 millio n new shares. The equity is priced at 1 p, a sharp 
discount to tbe existing shares, which trade at 5p. 
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BUSINESS COMMENT 1 9 


EC merger policy 
takes wrong turn 

appointments in 
yesterday’s reshuffle of European commis- 
sioners was lhar of Belgium’s Karel van 
Mien, who will succeed Sir Leon Brittan as the 

competition commissioner. Sir Leon actually be- 
heved in the sort of competition policy operated in 
Bntam or by Germany’s cartel office, yet felled to 
deliver one. Mr van Mien, an affable socialist 
previously m- charge of transport, has tended to the 
corporanst view and is unlikely even to try. 

The very purpose of competition policy s disputed 
within the Community. The issue is not intervention 
but whether policy should operate independently on 
ite own terms or become an arm of industrial policy 
The Anglo-Saxon , view is that the competition 
directorate should stop companies creating domi- 
nant market positions and crack down on abuses of 
market power. The Latin mercantilist faction reckons 
the commission should bolster an EC company's, or 
even an industry’s, competitiveness. 

There is likewise no agreement that the policy, 
once agreed, should operate free of political 
inteference. EC vetting of competition and mergers 
works under a shroud of secrecy. Political factors have 
had an ever-Iarger bearing on individual rasps , much 
as Sir Leon has sometimes tried to resist them. This 
greatly increases uncertainly and moral hazard. 

This is bad news when the commission is, 
inevitably, trying to accrue more power to the centre. 
The first thing Mr van Miert should do is to scrap Sir 
Leon's recent proposal to lower the thresholds at 
which the commission has first right to vet mergers. 
Experience so far suggests the thresholds should be 
raised much higher, leaving the EC to vet only 
mergers that are so large and sensitive that politics is 
bound to play some part anyway. He can also defuse 
rows by passing bade many more competition cases 
to national level. Most of all, Mr van Miert should 
carry on where Sir Leon failed and work towards 
some agreement on the purpose, and limitations, of 
an EC-wide competition policy. 

Takeoff delayed 

B ritish Airways' shareholders should not be ‘as 
sad as airline passengers that the American 
administration has vetoed its attempt to take a 
dominant stake in troubled US Air. The deal was 
| costly and inferior to the proposed merger with 
[ KLM. which would have brought Northwest Airlines 
into a global network, but broke down over some 
fancy Dutch ideas on terms. A revival of those talks 
looks appealing but affairs have moved on, most 
notably through BA's investment in Qantas. More 
likely is a humbler deal for BA to take up to 25 per 
cent of USAir at a much lower cost This would still 
enable integration of networks and marketing, 
without helping USAir so decisively to improve its 
finances and competitive strength. The lower cost to 
BA, which already has many commitments on its 
plate, if not its balance sheet might leave its 
investment less secure. 

For travellers, an opportunity has been lost to break 
down formal protection in America and the informal 
British stranglehold over Heathrow and other 
domestic airports through possession of a limited 
number of landing slots. One refusal to stretch a 
point inevitably invites another in this most political 
of industries, whatever the good intentions claimed 
for both governments. The regrets of United Airlines, 
one of the strongest public opponents of the USAir 
deal are notable. BA naturally does not want its 
Heathrow business handed to foreign competitors, 
any more than it appreciated its traffic being given to 
smaller British airlines. An empty Stansted could 
offer an alternative hub to be adopted and built up by 
the big three American carriers, were they so minded. 


Bank of England looks to investors 
in gilts to win the deficit battle 


Janet Bush says that 
money markets staff 
most steel their 
nerves for the 
biggest financing 
job since the 1 970s 


O n September 1 6. itwasthe 
Bank of England's money 
markets staff who were 
pushed over the top of the 
treadles and into front-line warfare 

with the financial TnarV^tg The day 

when the Bank’s paymasters in 
Whitehall saw their exchange-rate 
mechanism policy bite the dust, was a 
fearsome test of nerves. 

But there is a more gruelling 
campaign ahead — finanrmg the 
huge budget deficit racked up during 
the recession. It's the Banks job to 
find enough investors willing to lend 
the government the estimated £1 
billion a week that will be needed. 

The Bank, more than ever before, 
is going to need the cooperation of its 
foot-soldiers in the fight to finance the 
deficit — the men and women of the 
gift-edged market This arcane world 
of steepening yield curves, “eights of 
2009" and reverse yield gaps wall 
take centre stage in the effort to 
manage Britain’s parlous financial 
position until recovery bails it out 
Forecasters generally agree the 
public sector borrowing requirement 
will hit at least £44 billion in fiscal 
1993-4, about 7 per cent of gross 
domestic product This assumes the 
Treasury gets the 1 per cent growth 
rate it is expecting next year, which is 
more optimistic titan many private 
forecasts. Britain has not seen this 
large a financing job since the 1 970s 
fiscal crisis, when the International 
Monetary Fund was called in. 

Many of tiie worid’s richest nations 
are running large deficits. But alone 
among them. Britain relies exclusive- 
ly on rales of sterling bonds to finance 
its shortfall, putting a huge burden 
on the gih market 
Most market estimates suggest the 
Bank of England will have to issue 
about £50 billion of gilts next year. 
Giltedged market-makers are pri- 
vately expressing deep concern that 
this could disrupt and weaken the 
market and are calling for the Bank 
to adapt its current practice of issuing 
gilts to the market 
It has been working on an infor- 
mal timetable of bi-monthly gilt 
auctions, supplemented with ad hoc 
taps and trendies sold into pockets of 
demand. John Shepperd, of War* 
burg Securities believes, among oth- 
er things, the Bank should move to 
monthly auctions. 

The current bi-monthly sales have 
never exceeded the Banks informal 
fimit of £3 billioa But if next year's 
forecasts are correct about £6 billion 
would have to be sold at each auction, 
too much for many in the gilt market 
to feel comfortable with. CJeariy, the 
market is concerned for its own 
financial health. With £6 billion 
auctions, many of them would either 
have to supplement their capital or 
take larger dries. 

But tiie main interest of the Bank is 
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to keep down the cost of funding for 
tiie government and that means 
maximum flexibility in the timing of 
gQt sales and the techniques used. 
Although tiie Bank is aware of tiie 
market’s concerns, it appears to have 
no jmrnediatfl plans for change. It 
believes it has a good track record on 
tailoring the array of gilts on offer to 
(he various demands of investors and 
a good sense of timing. 

The Bank sees the next year as a 
marketing challenge, not a crisis. 
Neverthdess, according to Michael 
Hughes, chief investment strategist at 
BZW: The Bank will need every 
trick in the book." 

As the deluge of gibs starts flooding 
on to the market, there are bound to 
be tensions between the needs of the 
market, already weathering fiercely 
competitive conditions, and the 
Bank's interests. 

The Bank may want to retain 
maximum flexfoiEiy in how it sdds its 
gilts but it cannot afford to lose the 
goodwill of maiket-makexs.' Many of 
mem want to know how the Bank is 
going to schedule all the necessary 
gift rales. Ian Shepherdson, of Mkt 
land Global Markets, said: “With 
this much supply, the market has a 


right to know how it is going to 
work.” 

However, although there has been 
some wild talk of “buyers strikes", 
there is no question that tiie deficit 
will be financed. The big question is 
whether the Bank will be able to keep 
the cost of fending down. First; 
however good at its job the Bank may 
be, it might not always be able to 
push out stock when market condi- 
tions are best suited and its cost of' 
borrowing will he higher. 

M r Shepperd said: “If 
the market weakens, if 
there were some bad 
inflation figures, the 
it cant stop the conveyor 
t because it will get behind. And if 
it gets behind, it gets into trouble." 

An even more fundamental ques- 
tion is whether there win be enough 
demand. The amount of pits to be 
sold next year is much larger than 
total expected British institutional 
cash flew, estimated at about £35 
bfflion. 

Theoretically, tf there is a deficit in 
foe public sector, there will be a 
matching surplus in the private sector 
to finance it The challenge for the 


Bank win be in identifying where that 
money is and hiring it into gilts. One 
source of extra money could be 
private individuals. As interest rates 
an bunding society deposits, for 
example, have fallen, so individuals 
have become more active in gilts, 
even at longer maturities where foe 
yields are higher. 

However, Individual investees are 
never going to be able to plug foe gap 
alone and overseas investment be- 
comes ever more important In 1991, 
foreigners were substantial buyers of 
gifts, but over the past year, their net 
purchases have been negligible. The 
Bank needs tosee them come back in. 

Much wall depend on economic 
conditions — notoriously difficult to 
predict and subject to fierce debate. 
The judge ar 
is a view of 
after steriinf 
tfteERM, 
in the dark. 

Two of the largest gifts houses held 
conferences within a week of each 
other in November. Midland Global 
Markets predicted that long-dated 
yields would drop from 8^4 percent to 
7* per cent over the course of next 
year, a forecast based on the view that 



inflation will remain subdued next 
year. A week later. Warburg Securi- 
ties predicted yields rising to 9* per 
cent because of a less optimistic view 
on inflation. The difference between 
such forecasts represents a huge cost 
or saving to the government 

Anotfter imponderable is what 
happens to inflation and interest 
rales in countries competing for 
international investment funds. If 
rates fall in Europe next year, for 
example, British yields may become 
more attractive far standing still. 
What is dear is that the government 
has no choice tut to offer yields 
attractive enough to lure unprece- 
dented levels of investment 

However the economic chips fall 
next year, experience suggests that 
yields have moved in dose tandem 
with government finances. When the 
defidt is high, yields rise too. That is 
damaging for two main reasons. 
First, foe government has to pay 
more to borrow — an unwelcome 
burden on the taxpayer, particularly 
at a time when talk of tax increases is 
in foe air. Second, and far more 
important, if foe economy is to come 
back to health, higher yields threaten 
to “crowd out" borrowing by com- 
panies as it did in the 1970s. At a 
time when there is an insatiable thirst 
for investment funds around the 
work!, foe need to suck so much 
money into the gflt market will 
inevitably starve other sectors of the 
funds they need. 

Everything depends on recovery 
gradually hanging the defidr down. 
One year of heavy funding may not 
be too onerous, particularly as Britain 
is expected to come out of recession 
just as competitor nations in Europe, 
for example, are going in. What 
would be alarming is years of slow 
growth and huge deficits. 

Mr Shepherdson said: “The gilt 
market needs to see credible figures 
showing that foe PSBR is coming 
down. They can’t cope with the deficit 
going on rising into the wild blue 
yonder." 

If it does, many believe foe govern- 
ment may have to abandon its policy 
of “folly funding" the PSBR. This 
rule adopted by foe monetarist man- 
darins at the Treasury in the 1980s 
means that gflt sales have to match 
the PSBR pound for pound. Gilt 
sales to banks, for example, do not 
count as funding. The idea is that the 
. monetary authorities have a huge 
degree of control over foe amount of 
liquidity in the economy, a useful tod 
in monitoring inflation. 

Underfunding the PSBR —selling 
less gifts than heeded to finance the 
whole borrowing requirement and 
making up the difference by lending 
to banks — would pump more 
liquidity into the economy. It is a 
policy advocated by many, including 
Professor Tun Oongdon, one of the 
Treasury's new panel of economic 
advisers, not least as a potent force for 
recovery. 

M any in the gilt market want to see 
underfunding because it would re- 
lieve some of the pressure on them. 
The Treasury remains reluctant to 
change its policy, but under the 
weight of massive financing require- 
ments in a world where investment 
funds are ever more thinly spread, it 
may find it will have to borrow 
wherever it can. 
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Pension compensation law needed 


From Mr Colin Stewart 
Sir, It does not surprise me 
that foe NAPF had to back 
down on its proposal for a 
compensation scheme for pen- 
sioners. but that does not 
mean that it is not a good idea. 
If the Life Offices Association 
(as it then was) had made a 
similar proposal for compen- 
sating life assurance policy- 
holders in 1 975. foe members 
of that body, too, would have 
been up in arms. Quite prop- 
erty. it was left to the govern- 
ment to introduce the 
Policyholders* Protection Act 
1975, but that followed on 
after new statutory require- 
ments for ensuring adequate 
funding and the security of 


From Mr Philip Virgo 
Sir. Mrs Nicholas's lament at 
British turkey growers’ inabil- 
ity to retaliate against the 
derision to fill Argyll shelves 
with dumped French turkeys 
is unnecessarily pessimistic. 1 
am not a turkey grower but 1 
switched to Asda when I read 
foe article “Argyll offers 
cheer. 

That article stimulated me 
info malting a general point of 
guying British this Christmas 
— admittedly counting Aus- 


polkyholdecs’ assets. What is 
now required is similar legisla- 
tion to ensure adequacy of 
pension scheme funding and 
security of foe corresponding 
assets. After that, it should be 
passible to introduce a Pen- 
sioners’ Protection Scheme 
which may be expected to 
operate as painlessly as the 
Policyholders’ Protection 
Scheme in life assurance. It is 
my understanding that there 
has been only one relatively 
modest daim under that 
scheme in the past J 7 years: 
Yours faithfully. 

COLIN STEWART. 

8 The Chase, ' 

Coulsdon, 

Surrey. 


tralian and New Zealand 
wines as British. Regrettably, 
this necessitates checking 
“country of origin" on goods 
bearing brand names from 
Stores which supposedly make 
a point of Buying British. 

1116 exercise may have cost 
tune but has not cost money. 

1 Ye spent less than fast year, 
sacrificed no quality 
foamed much in foe process. 
Yours faithfully. 

PHJUP VIRGO, 

2 Eastbourne Avenue, W3. 


Midland listens 
but does not tell 

From Mr Ivor Clemitson 
Sir, I do hope that foe Chan- 
cellor was more successful in 
getting answers from the 
chairman of foe Midland 
Bank than I have been. 

After being subjected to a 
number of charges by the said 
bank, I enquired as to how the 
amounts charged could be 
justified. I was told that they 
were to cover the costs in- 
curred far the bank. I there I 
thought reasonably, asked for 
a breakdown of those costs. 
The branch manager replied 
that be was not privy to such 
info rmation. A letter to the 
chairman dialed a reply from 
a lady deputed to act on his 
behalf that it was not foe 
bank’s policy to impart the 
information. I then, by 
chance, received a leaflet from 
foe managing director in 
which it was stated that foe 
bank would be as honest with 
me as I was with them. Taking 
him up on his generous com- 
mitment, 1 made the same 
request of him. His represen- 
tative replied that the bank 
was not required to give me 
foe infonnation. 

I further asked for a reassur- 
ance that since, apparently, 
the charges were levied to 
cover costs, it was reasonable 
for me to assume that no 
element of either, profit to the 
bank nor penalty upon me 
was contained within them. 
All fame were, it 9eems, un- 
able to follow my logic, since 
all have ignored foe question 
altogether. 

Yours faithfully, 

IVOR CLEMITSON, 

3 Redoote, 

51 Burgh Heath Road, 
Epsom. 

Surrey. 

Letters can be sent by 

fax on 071-782 5 11 Z. 
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Family link ends 
at Inchcape 

THE new year will see the end 
of an era at Inchcape, the 
international motors and ser- 
vices group, when the last of 
foe founding Mackay family, 
Lord Tanlaw, steps down as a 
director. His half-brother, 
Lord Inchcape. who in 1958 
brought together foe various 
partnerships that made 
Inchcape, continues as life 
president However, from Jan- 
uary I. there win be no board 
member bearing the name of 
their grandfather, who found- 
ed the firm. Now. somewhat 
confusingly, the only Mackay 
remaining will be Charles 
Mackay, chief executive, a 
fellow clansman but not part 
of foe family. Meanwhile, 
Tanlaw, 58. UK managing 
director in the 1960s, has 
been reflecting on his own 
varied career. He stood for 
parliament three times, and, 
in his spare time, is a keen 
horologist, looking after Big 
Ben for a spefl. “It is sad that 
foe family connection win be 
gone, but my own company 
needs me full time," be says. 
That company is Fanstan 
Electric, a railway engineering 
specialist whose projects for 
1993 indude the electrifica- 
tion of foe Jubilee line in 
partnership with GEC 

SIR George Turnbull, the 
man who brought Inchcape 
up to speed with the times, 
died yesterday. - He had been 
in ul health for several 
months. Sir George, 66, 
joined as chairman and chief 
executive in 1986 and stepped 
darn in November last year 
for health reasons. 



“I don’t care if it did work 
oat cheaper than Christmas 
at home." 


Bear necessities 

IN KEEPING with foe festive 
spirit Kleinwort Benson has 
put a large grizzly bear on the 
front cover of its new traded 
options and fetures handbook 
and is offering a bottle of 
champagne to the chart offer- 
ing the best caption- The bear 
has a mournful demeanour 
but KB's John Price says it is 
not a statement about his 
house’s market view. “We j 
thought it was a bit of 
He’s a rather a special bear." 
Far from being bearish, KB is 
expanding into continental 
equity options and futures and 
has just raided rival Waibarg 
to recruit salesman Nigel 
Couch, 30. 

Fhiriy of interest 

THE most employable people 
in the City at the moment — 
according to head bun ter 
Nicholas CobbokL of Knight 


Wendling — are international 
fired interest fend managers. 
He has just received five re- 
quests to find people in this 
field, all likely to be in their 
thirties and with basic salaries 
on offer ranging from 
£70.000 to £100.000. “There 
is definitely a flurry of activity 
in foe international fixed in- 
terest arena," he observes, 
“and I think it’s going to be an 
active market for foe next few 
years. It helps if you have over- 
seas experience, particularly in 
the US or Far East Firms are 
becoming much broader in 
their outlook, much more 
intemationaL" 

Bouncing back 

STEPHEN Qaphaxn, one of 
foe casualties of the purge at 
Nomura in October, has 
bounced bade He win start 
work at Credit Lyonnais next 
month. He win cover his old 
beat researching the transport 
sector wbfle adding a new in- 
terest, conglomerates. 
Clapbam started his City 
career at Hoare Govett where 
he was rated fourth in trans- 
port; before shifting to Nomu- 
ra to cover the electricity 
industry setoff. Credit Lyon- 
nais has been recruiting a 
number of able researchers in 
recent weeks, in areas such as 
smaller companies, engineer- 
ing and insurance. According 
to Clapham. this could have 
something to do with its un- 
usual interviewing technique 
— while most houses are keen 
to see examples of die inter- 
viewee's research, CL is foe 
only one in his experience to 
proffer examples of its own 
instead. 

Carol Leonard 





BELL ATLANTIC 
FOREIGN SALES 
CORPORATION 



- Specialists in 
aircraft financing 

Bell Atlantic Foreign Sales Corporation 
structures and invests in single investor 
and leveraged leases for a variety of large 
ticket items; 

• AIRCRAFT (767’s and MD-80’s 
among others) 

• OIL DRILLING EQUIPMENT 

• COMPUTERS 

• CONTAINERS 

• CONSTRUCTION AND 
CAPITAL EQUIPMENT 

In addition. Bell Atlantic Foreign Sales 
Corporation, provides general equipment * 
leasing services, in the small ticket and 
middle market areas for vendors and users 
of copiers, telecommunications and data 
processing systems, and a wide range of 
other income producing equipment 

For information on the services available 
from Bell Atlantic Foreign Sales 
Corporation, please write to 

BELL ATLANTIC FOREIGN SALES 
CORPORATION 
Suite 206, Citibank Building 
Charlotte Amalie, St Thomas, 

U.S. Virgin Islands 00801 
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Shine comes 
off metals 
during 1992 


Colin Campbell 

explains why it 
has been hard to 
make money in 
mining shares 

MINING markets and 
metal prices were full of 
pitfalls during 1992. With 
the' exception of platinum, 
which proved to be the 

best-performing precious 
metal, and Canadian dia- 
mond shares, which have 
lately enjoyed a speculative 
I run, it was hard to make 
money in the sector. 

Gold started the year at 
$353 an ounce and yester- 
day stood at $339. Copper, 
aluminium, and tin man- 
aged to end higher. But 
zinc and nickel are betow 
their year's starting points. 

with world inflation 
seemingly under control, 
and political events no 
longer exercising a strong 
influence on precious met- 
als. investors continued to 
show boredom with gold. 
Not even September's for- 
eign exchange crisis won 
the metal new blends. 
Fears of South African 
mine disruption also failed 
to materialise. 

In January, the market’s 
best hope was that gold 
would reach $450 an ounce 
during 1992. In the event 
it reached a high of 
$359.25 in mid-July, and 
by mid-October was down 
at $333-95 an ounce. 

The thinking of Tempus 
in January, when five min- 
ing shares were selected for 
a 1 992 portfolio, was that 
they would be survivors in 
an uncertain world. At that 
time, there was still excess 
capacity and industrial de- 
mand was weak. 

The outcome is that the 
big and es tablis hed mining 
groups — RTZ and Phelps 
Dodge— have served inves- 
tors well, and that Sons of 
Gwalia also held its head 
up creditably. Hie two 
smaller Irish metals 
groups, Aram Internation- 
al Resources (which 
changed its name horn 
Conroy Petroleum during 
1 992) and Burmin Explora- 
tion. foiled to make head- 
way by year's end. The 
portfolio still managed an 
average appreciation of 73 
perc ent 

RTZ The group's philos- 
ophy about surviving, and 
growing, in the worid of 
mining says it all — to be a 
significant owner and oper- 
ator within a particular 
minerals sector, and to 


have the lowest possible 
cost structure. 

The group’s finan cial dis- 
ciplines ana overall mining 
efficiency make the share a 
core bolding. Although 
1992 net attributable prof- 
its, at a possible £343 
mini on — compared with 
£354 million in 1991 — 
would be the second 
successive setback, ffie an- 
nual dividend is undoubt- 
edly safe at 19.5p. 

There is the distinct hint 
of a profits recovery in 
1993, possibly to £420 mil- 
lion. and probably a higher 
dividend, too. 

Phelps Dodge The cop- 
per price inched forward 
from 98 to 100 cents a 
pound during 1992, and 
there is every prospect that 
copper could move forward 
foster next year, to average 
110 cents a pound for the 
year. The group is Ameri- 
ca's largest copper group, 
and politically safe. Hold. 
Sons of Gwalia Still 
liked by London investors 



TempUS minin g 

tips for 1992 

% change 
RTZ +24.72 

Phelps Dodge +44.97 
Sons of Gwalia +2035 
Arcon* -29.63 
Burmin -23.81 

Average growth +73 

*fbrmerty Conroy 


for its gold properties in 
Australia and for its mine 
grades. Gold in 1993 may 
again fail to excite, yet the 
shares should continue to 
attract a following. 

Arcon International - 
Having survived a board- 
room coup, and now that 
the O’Reilly famil y is a 
major shareholder, atten- 
tion can again be focused 
on getting the group’s 
Galmpy zinc/lead deposit 
up and running. The shares 
sank to 23p at one point, 
but should have seen bot- 
tom. Hold on. * 

Burmin Exploration The 
group has exploration links 
with Sipa Resources, but 
mining projects are still in 
their infancy and the shares 
retain their speculative 
tinge. 

Mining selections for 
1993 wQl be published 
shortly. 

Colin Campbell 

Mining Correspondent 
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Futures trading inspires 
yet another record run 


SHARE prices extended their 
record-breaking run, squeezed 
higher by another impressive 
performance on the futures 
market 

The FT-SE 100 index recov- 
ered from a hesitant start and 
continued to grow in confi- 
dence throughout the session, 

Sfflf rue of 34.3 to an 
time high'of 2,842. Turnover • 
was another impressive 815 
million shares, only slightly 
down on Monday’s total of 
833 mSUon. 

But it was the futures mar- 
ket that once again made all 
the early running as investors 
continued to take an optimis- 
tic view of economic prospects 
for 1993. The March series 
continued to boast a strong 
premium compared with the 
cash market, touching 2,891 
at one stage. 

One New York securities 
house was a big buyer of the 
future, forcing traders to start 
covering their positions. There 
were certainly indications of 
large-scale arbitraging be- 
tween the cash and futures 
market Bed and breakfast 
operations designed to estab- 
lish year-end tax losses and the 
squaring up of fund manag- 
er’s portfolios also helped to 
swell turnover. 

Conditions in the cash mar- 
ket, are also looking squeezed 
and the situation is being 
excerbated by the lade of 
sellers. But there is evidence to 
indicate that investors with 
genuine retail interest in the 
market are increasingly focus- 
ing their attention on second 
line stocks. The FT-SE Mid 
index of 250 top shares ended 
the session 28 points higher at 
2,845.4. 

Government securities 


LADBROKE: SHARES HIT 
BY PROFIT DOWNGRADING 
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shrugged off the Latest trade 
figures and drew strength 
from the latest out in Italian 
interest rates. Dealers reported 
renewed retail interest with 
supplies of one of the three 
recently issued taplets exhaust- 
ed. The longer end of the 
market sported gains of more 
than fc. British Airways 


issues bring quoted, including 
BAT tada&xks, up 15p at 
£10.09. Renters 20p better at 
£14.12, and Unilever 21p 
higher at £11.08. Redtond 
attracted selective support in 
the belief that 1993 win signal 
the year of recovery. On Mon- 
day, Strauss Turnbull listed it. 


Bid hopes drove the A shares of Savqy, the hotelier, 83p higher 
to 713p in thin market conditions. The price has risen 156pm 
the past two days and talk of an agreed bid from Forte is 
gathering pace. Forte owns the balk of the shares in issue, but 
only a mmority of votes. Talk that Forte may choose to place its 
holding is adding to the speculation. 


climbed 5p to 307p after 
pulling out of the proposed 
$750 million link with USAir. 
BA has agreed to buy a 25 per 
cent stake in Qantas. the 
Australian state-owned air- 
line, which is soon to be 
privatised. There was limited 
support for other leading 
shares, with fund managers 
taking foe view that many of 
them are starting to look fully 
valued. The trading screens 


as one of its share tips for the 
new year, while Kleinwort 
Benson yesterday turned de- 
cidedly more bullish about 
prospects. Kleinwort says 
there is now a good chance 
that the 1994 dividend will be 
main tamed helped by a pick- 
up in the B ritish anti German 
building industries. The 
shares responded with a rise of 
34p to 424p. for a two-day 
gain of 53p. But there seems 
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can options were taken ok on 22/1 2/92: AMEC Berisfbxd Ind. Fairftaven IniL Feme. 
Imercare, Kunkk. Lonrho, Premier Cons Ofl. Queens MoaL SecnriguarcLSharalwicfc. 
Star Computers. Put Fairtwen IiuL Puts & Calk; AS DA. BET. Fairfaaven IntL 
Kunicfc. Norex, Premier Cons Ofl. 


FT-SE 100 

Previous open interest 38438 

Three Month Sterling 

Previous open interest 2L2Z27 

Three Mth Eurodollar 

Previous open imaac 18323 

Three Mth Enro DM 

Previous open interest: 364891 

US Treasuiy Bond 

Previews open in taeg . 765 

Long Gilt 

Previous open i nt er e s t: 5224 1 

Japanese Govrat Bond 

German Govmt Bond 

Previous.opoi intense 127078 

Three month ECU 

Prewtsopen interest 8992 

Euro Swiss Franc 

Previous open interest: 37399 

Italian Govmt Bond 

Previous open interest: 19910 
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to be little cheer in store for 
Udbroke, foe property, bet- 
ting and hotel group, as 
anahsts continue cutiing their 
profo forecasts; 

' CountyNatWest weighed in 

yesterday with' its second 
downniding in foe space of a 
week.- It has cut its forecast for 
foe current year by £10miflion 
to £185 minion and for next 
year , by £18 million to £212 
million. It is now at the bottom 
end of estimates. 

Trading,- at Texas 
Homccare and foe chain of 
Hilton overseas hotels contin- 
ues to be disappointing. The 
pound's devaluation has also 
caused problems for the group 
-which has a large amoaat of 
overseas debt 

Mafic!!, the Bond Street 
antiques dealer, jumped 1 9p 
to 73p on news that the group 
had received a bid approach. 
The bidder is thought to be 
Asprey, the Queen’s silver- 
smith. and jeweller, which has 
acquired almost 7 per cent of 
the company. Mallett 
stumped: to a low of 23p this 
year after disappointing fig- 
ures. House of Fraser holds 25 
per cent of MaDetL Asprey, 
which is quoted on foe USM, 
finned 5pto 290p. 

Shares of Star Computer 
were suspended 5p higher at 
4 7p awaiting details of a 
major acquisition. Antonis 
touched 269p before recover- 
ing to end the session 2p lower 
at 27 5p after being given 
^jprovaj to proceed with its I 
bid for Pickrards Travel Ser- 
vice. But sentiment has been 
dented by the package holiday 
price war that has broken out 
Owners Abroad was another 
casualty, easing 2p to 35p. 

. Michael Clark 


Investor confidence 
gives Dow early lift 

New York - were orders 

ly growing investor m* 

dence that foe American earn- many <^>. 6 .. _ 

STi, inproving. malyss 


said. 

They said that a final revi- 
sion of the third-quarter gross 
domestic product — to a 
growth rate of 3.4 per cent 
compared with 3.9 per cent 
previously — had helped senti- 
ment. The Dow Jones indus- 

» .4 ^ r» *7*^ nrarthl 


was uuiti ^ 

Hang Seng index do»d : %: 
55.26 points, at 5.297.74., 

□ Singapore — Share jaws 
dosed tower due to ^pnrftt- 
taldng in blue chips by 
institutions, brokers sauLThe 
Straits Times industrial todex- . 
fell 22.33 points to 1,489.16* 

_ . Thp An 


menL The Dow Jones indus- ^ 

m MWnxe 9.72 pern* gl^- 

□ T^w - Shares ended finishedseven points -down, at 


lOBjTI — Siuuca m i »v “ 

finner in thin, narrow-range 
tr acing . The Nikkei average 
was up -45.23 points, or 0.26 
per cent, -to 17,690.67. 

□ Hong Kong— Institutional 


1,530.1. ^ . 

□ Frankfort - The Dax m- • ^ 
dex ended 0.5 per cerrtm at \W 
1,523.57. six points off to l 
high. . (Rwtoi 
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Gen Rehaamnce 120*. 12ft 
Gan Signal ssv ssv 

Genuine Para 34V 34V 


Ctam 45V 46 

COMB] cap 23V 2ft 
Coes' oft 43V 4ft 
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Kwhmg e index compared with 1985 was down at 79.6 
(days range 79.6-80.1). 
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AbbpNM. 360 
r386'a} 390 

Amstnd 20 

1*23) 25 

Barclays-. 360 
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P2851 300 
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CiHs 

Pec Mar Jna 
25 35 39 
14 18 24 
4 54 64 
I 24 34 
19 35 38 
1 18 24 

- 24 30 

- 15 22 
4 17 21 
1 8 12 
9 26 30 

1 17 26 
28 50 58 

2 33 43 
4 20 24 
1 11 16 

25 59 82 
14 38 58 
II 43 56 
1 24 36 
7 20 23 
1 13 18 
7 12144 
1 54-94 

m 

137 - - 

70 HS 145 
22 87 118 
7 13174 
1 10 13 

14 9 13 

1 6 1 

15 43 64 
14 22 40 

7 13 17 
■i 5‘x 84 
6 64 7 

2 3 44 

3 55 80 
2 37 58 
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Dee Mar Jm 
I 13 17 
11 28 32 

4 2 2 

3 4 54 

14 22 29 
19 41 46 
- 20 28 
- 31 40 

1 10 17 
18 22 30 
14 16 22 
14 26 32 

2 16 25 

10 33 39 

3 16 25 
22 Z9 38 

2 35 46 

35 65 77 

1 30 45 

36 53 69 

2 13 18 
7 18 26 

2 7 10 

6 13 16 
\ - - 
I - - 

1 47 6B 

5 67 90 
1 94 13 
5154 19 

14 74 10 

11 14 lb 

3 34 44 

44 70 76 
14 8 II 

14 21 23 

1 24 3 

2 4 5 

22 60 80 
.72 94 MO 


REPORT: Cocoa futures were boosted by speculative buying 
in both London and New York although some trade selling 
interest was evident around the day's highs. The* sugar marlarc 
managed do regain some of the ground lost on Monday 
although the overall mood remained bearish. Robusta coflee 
f utures dosed near a fresh 20 month high as foe market's 
current strong upward trend showed no signs or abating. 

LONDON POX GN1 LONDON 

COCOA GRAIN FUTURES 

Dec — 060*655 Mar 772-77 1 WHEAT 

Mar 684-682 May 788 SLR UweW 

May 700-699 Jul 804-801 Jan 13515 

Jnl 714-712 Sep 817-816 Mar 

Sep __ — 729 SLR M» — I382IO 

Dec 751 SLR Volume 4 709 Juif 14OD0 

KOBUSTA COFFEE (B ** -.-106.90 

Jan — 1058-1057 Sep 1030-1027 Volume 67 

Mar — 1081-1080 Nov 1038-1035 habiitv 

May _ 1035-1034 Jan 1055-1042 

Jul — - 1022-1021 Vdumc6544 ^ t 

RAW SUGAR (FOB) Mar._ I 13300 

CCtnunSuw Oa 188.046.0 Mfiy 134.50 

Spot 1732 Dec 103.M9J1 Sep L07XW 

Mar 181.6-79.0 Mar 194.0-90.0 Nw 109250 

May — 186.0-84.0 May — 195.04 1.0 Vofametf 

Aug 18SJM6.0 Volume 7 

WHITE SUGAR (FOB) HI h?2m XA 

Renfcm Oa 241.7-11. 1 r* 

r 246.0 Dec 245.645.0 Anr {wm 

245.945.4 Mar — 248.147.0 htn atm 

May — 247.947.6 May __ 250.749.5 fa g “ jjiS 

Aug — 253^-53.6 Volume 758 ni? . -TT 


ICIS-LOR (London OJMpaO: The overhang of 
early January North Sea crude continued to 


CRUDE OILS (Stand FOB) 

BrentPfaydcal 18.05 -0.15 

Breaf 1 5 day Uan) 1830 -020 

Brent 15 day (Febj 18.SO -OlO 

WTfexas Inocmediaieffcb) — 29JBO -010 

w Texas Intermediate [Mart 19.90 -0.05 
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FRO DUCTS (SMI 
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Tokyo 
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Australia doflar 

Bahrain dinar J 

Brazil cruzeiro * 

Cyprus pound 

Finland marka _____ 

Greece drachma 

Hong Kong doflar _ 

India rupee 

Kuwait dinar KD 

Makfsa ringgit 

Mexico peso 

New Zealand dollar 
Saudi Arabia riyal 
Smgaporp do:? T - 

S Africa rand (fin) 

S Africa rand (cotnj 
U A E dirhflin ______ 

Banhos Book GTS* 


Close I month 3 rramih 
^•7398-2.7478 ‘x^ads > «-lds 
n . s ,0;i5^25 5-10ds 14-2 Ids 

9.4180-9.4410 10V15ds 24 l x'29-'«ds 

24TA£j’2in» 7o ‘, 22 I 1 ^ 195-437*. 

2i9.70;2^?0 147-2^f& 394-535* 

u&SSiSS "SfiS "fSSt 
J-S?® 1 * KtJSR 

10jj93C>IO.4 160 4 , x-6 , ids lO-U'iffi 
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21 S3-00-2 194.00 


4»Uas 

Upr-'jds “x-'aDT 

Premium » pr, DiscouAt -’ **t 


— 1.5231-13257 

— 2J236-2J275 

— 0-5805-0-5925 
17877.6-17889.9 

0.725-0.735 

7.949S-BJ655 
™ 322.75-329.75 

— 11.889-11.903 

444645.42 

— -- 0.462-0.472 

— 3.9825-3.9880 

— — n/a 

— 2.9815-2.9903 

— 5.7695-5.6955 

— 2.5139-2 j 1 80 

— 7.5121-7.7075 

— 4^3704^447 
__ S .648-5.772 
'UqydsBank 
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France 
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Japan 
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I.4467-J.4478 

11.1 3-1 1.1b 

— 32.57-32.62 

1-2615-1-2620 

6. 1 25-6. 1 30 

S. 3935-5 -4035 

— 1 .566-1. 597 

7.7354-7.7364 

— 1.677-1.682 

415.0-1414.0 

123.33-123.38 

~ — 2.5911-2.5921 

1.774-1.779 

6.7M.79 

— 42 75-143.75 
1-6356-1,6366 

1 12.0-11 A0 

6.9725-6.9825 

I- 4345-1.4360 


Serin Jrt Apr Jnl isn Apr Id 
fiSTO, — 220 23 33 42 JI 21 30 

(*230) 240 13 26 33 23 32 41 

Series Feb May A«fi MiMpyAsu 

EasttnEt 370 42 50 - 6 II - 

(H06’d 400 21 32 - 17 23 - 

Series Dec Mar Ji Dec Mar Jna 
Nad Pw_ 260 4 5 23 30 I 9 14 

r274>4 280 I'xlS'j 20 7 19 23 

ScocPwr™ 220 32 24 28 1 4'x fi'x 

P2-40) 240 3 11 16 2U'a 13 


MEAT a LIVESTOCK COMMISSION 

Average Coqrock prices B tepresentairie 

Burfcm on December 22 
Vfcgtat Kg Sheep Crade 


GR- 85.71 84.42 ] 1668 

(*/-) *0.78 -5-48 -2.65 

EagWalea 85.10 85^1 I16JJ4 

i *H -*0.45 -5.67 -3J50 

(*) -8M -«L5 -55.1 


Mar 13300 

May 134.50 

Sep 10700 

Nw 10930 

VctamebS 

ID-PRO SOYA 
fchocEiq 

Ftt 15400 

Apr .« 152.00 

Jun 143.00 

fojg 14400 

ua — am 

Volume i’ 


Open Ckw 
630 63.4 


IPE FUTURES 
GNI Ltd 
GASOLL 

175.00-75^5 Apr — , 17325-74,00 

17S.7S-76.00 May 171 30 BID 

175 JO-75.75 Ji« — 170.50-71.00 

Vti 10213 

BRENT frOOpn) 

— 13.47-18.48 May 18.66 SLR 

Jun 18.68 SLR 

_ 18.62 SLR Vot 16196 

UNLEADED GASOLINE 

1 90-75-9100 Apr 206.00 SLA 

May 190.00 BID 

192.00*99.00 Vnt 101 


-»»«r KB. (D^BW Sell: z’ntul'b^, : 

Prime Bank MOs (DU: 6^L, 3 6 mth 

l&tiaak: 7V7V Tlr 

Overnight open 7* fc dose 7 . *^-7 ■ 7V7V 7'»r6^, 

7*ir7Vx 7V7*. 71 -}\ . ' 

SSfesrco. ““ ^ X^S ^ 

Tri'i 


Ween fixed: r. 


340*3.4.1 

7-4'. 


6*V. 

6'’tr6\ 

3.96-3.93 

6’rffx 


(*H -4X4S -5.67 -3J50 

CO -814 -605 -55.1 

Seodand: S7.16 7^58 117.76 

(♦/-) *085 -3.44 *JB 6 

CU - — 4IJ -68.9 444 

LONDON MEAT FUTURES 

tiKPigVM 

Opes Ora* Open Chile 
Jm _ 102-5 1(0-5 Jon ___ unq uaq 
Mar- 102-5 1025 Volume 5 


Apr 63 J) 634 

* 702) 70.9 

Apr 50.0 900 

Volume: 36 

RUBBER 
No 1 RSs or uu 
Feb 63.Z543.00 


_ BTFFEX 

GNI lid (SUM 

High- - >215 LOW. 1310 Oose 1315 

Fen 93 1 

Mar 93 JlSs 

Apt 1275 1275 1278 

vcfc42 las. Open mrsc 3291 tnda 1378*3 
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Currency 

Dothr. 

PrniRifii iimi 

Frenrfi Fane 

SwtaFmie 

Yen: 


JS 

tatiaS 
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Further appeal delays forecast Limit on power to hold inquest 


Animal Review of the Legal 
Year 1991-1992 

Unless measures were taken, such 
as the extending the requirement 
of leave to appeal and increasing 
the number or Lord Justices, 
litigants would suffer further de- 
lays in the disposals of appeals. 

Sir Thomas Bingham. Master 
of the Rolls, sitting with Lord 
Justice Ralph Gibson and Lord 
Justice Steyn in the Court of 
Appeal so stated on December 16 
handing down the review of the 
legal year. 

THE MASTER OF THE 
ROLLS opened his review with a 
tribute to the imagination, man- 
agerial skills and willingness to 
innovate which his predecessor. 
Lord Donaldson of Lymington, 
had brought to bear on the 
administration of the court Dur- 
ing his decade in office the 
organisation and administration 
of the court were greatly improved 
in large measure as a result of his 
personal attention. 

However, the pessimistic 
prognosis given in his last review 
{The Times November 28, 1991} 
had been borne out 

With regard to appeals: the 
period 1991-1992 revealed a rel- 
atively gradual but very steady 
increase over the period in the 
number of appeals outstanding at 
the end or the legal year, fn 1 991 
the number had been 1,135, In 
1992. 1,214. The number of 
appeals disposed of had dropped 
from 1.532 in 1990-1991 to 
1.515 in 1991-1992. 


The decline in the number of 
appeals disposed of was of acute 
concern. Ii seemed likely that a 
contributory factor over die years 
had been an increase in the weight 
of appeals and therefore in the 
time taken to hear and dispose of 
them. 

While it was nor easy m quantify 
weight and complexity, figures 
showed that the court had found it 
necessary to reserve judgment, a 
course usually adopted in more 
difficult and complex cases, in 
29.87 per cent oT cases, whereas 
the figure in 1985-/986 was 
15.18 percent. 

The average time lag, the lead 
time, between setting down an 
appeal and hs disposal varied 
according to the type of appeal. 
While delays had increased in 
some classes of appeal there had 
been a degree of overall shorten- 
ing. 

There had, however, been a 
marked increase in the number of 
appeals which had had to be heard 
with great urgency if the outcome 
were nor to be academic only. 

The court made every effort to 
hear such appeals urgently and 
usually succeeded in doing so. But 
such appeals brought down the 
average lead time very 
substantially. 

The increase in such cases had 
had an effect on the figures, so that 
despite the encouraging im- 
pression given tty the figures many 
litigants would have to wait longer 
not shorter for their appeals to be 
heard. 

His Lordship said that overall 


most appeals were unsuccessful: 
72.1 per cent as oppposed to 27.9 
per cent which succeeded. 

The success rate of appeals was 
markedly higher where leave to 
appeal was required. That was not 
surprising since leave would be 
granted in cases where the judge 
considered that tire prospective 
appellant had arguable grounds of 


It seemed dear that the require- 
ment of leave to appeal was a 
valuable means of weeding out 
appeals with no realistic prospect 
of success. 

With regard to applications, the 
volume of work was that in 1992 
1.403 applications were disposed 
of as opposed to 1.377 in 1991. 
But the number of applications set 
dawn in 1992 was 1.648 as 
opposed to 1376 in 1991. How- 
ever, until the past year increases in 
the number of applktions disposed 
of roughly matched increases in 
the number of applications set 
down. 

Throughout the legal year three 
Lord Justices had sat in the Court 
of Appeal Criminal Division and 
two had sat in the Divisional 
Court At any time therefore the 
judicial strength of the Civil Di- 
vision was reduced by five. 

One member of the court was 
engaged on an enquiry lasting 
virtually the entire legal year. 

Two Lord Justices acted as 
deputy drier justice and senior 
presiding judge while others had 
duties connected with security and 
judicial studies. All such duties 
reduced their available time for 


sitting in the Civil Division. 

The court had no control over 
die number of actions brought or 
the number of dissatisfied parties 
who wished to appeal. If that 
number stayed at its present level, 
and stfil more so if it increased, die 
oudook was bleak. 

Far from eating into the backlog 
of cases, the court was losing 
ground and die backlog was 
growing, with the inevitable con- 
sequence of increased delay for 
litigants. 

There would appear to be only 
three ways of reversing that trend: 
I To increase the number of cases 
heard by die court. Thai meant 
reducing the time spent on each 
appeal, or on some appeals. Steps 
had already been taken in that 
direction try pre-reading, and skel- 
eton arguments, further steps 
were under consideration. 

Z To reduce the number of appeals 
by extending the present require- 
ments for leave to appeal. Experi- 
ence suggested that that could be 
done with a minimal risk of 
excluding appeals with any chance 
of success. 

3 To increase the number or Lord 
Justices. 

The latter two considerations 
were for political not judicial 
decision. It seemed unlikely that 
the problem could be solved by the 
adoption of any single course in 
isolation. It seemed that some 
combination of all three could 
alone offer the hope that the 
present disquieting trends could be 
reversed. 


Estoppel cannot be bought out 


Roche v Church 
Before Lord Justice Batoombe. 
Lord Justice Mann and Lord 
Justice Leg g art 
(Judgment December 4f 
Where the solicitor for the defen- 
dant had, by agreeing directions 
before the hearing, induced in the 
plaintiff a belief that his action 
would proceed, it was not then 
open to the defendant to “buy out" 
the estoppel which had been 
created to compensate the defen- 
dant for costs incurred. 

The Court of Appeal so held 
when allowing an appeal by 
Patrick. Joesph Roche, the plaintiff, 
against the dismissal by Judge 
Hywefl Moseley. QC, on Decem- 
ber 17, 1991 of his appeal from 
die dismissal by District Judge 
Frenkel on January 2, 1991 for 
want of prosecution of the plain- 
tiff’s sedan against Dudley Arthur 
Church and Vera Blanche Church. 

Mr Leslie Biohm for Mr Roche; 
Mr Graeme C. Wood for Mr and 
Mrs Chun*. 

LORD JUSTICE BALCOMBE 
said that upon the sealed prin- 
ciples laid down in County and 
District Properties v Lyell ([1 99 1 J } 
WLR 683). the conduct of the 
defendants’ former solicitor on 
behalf of Mr and Mrs Church 
"more or less" agreeing directions 
with the plaintiff's solicitor outride 
court before the hearing of the 
plaintiffs summons was positive 
action which had amounted to an 
Intimation that, despite delay by 
the plaintiff, he was willing for the 
action to proceed. That induced 
Mr Roche to believe, and to ad 
upon that belief, that Mr and Mrs 
Church did in fact intend to 
proceed totriaL 

Judge Moseley had been correct 
in holding that an estoppel had 
been created which deprived him 
of any discretion to strike out the 


action for want of prosecution. 

But Judge Moseley had accepted 
submissions by Mr and Mrs 
Church that the estoppel in ques- 
tion was not common law estoppel 
but equitable estoppel which gave 
him a discretion to do what was 
just and equitable in the 
circumstances. 

He held that if the only detri- 
ment suffered by Mr Rodie was 
expense and that there was an 
enforceable promise by Mr and 
Mis Church to recompense him, 
then there was no estoppel which 
precluded Mr and Mrs Church 
from proceeding with their 
application to strike out for want of 
prosecution. 

The Court of Appeal in Lyell did 
not draw any distinction between 
common law and equitable estop- 
peL The court was applying die 
principles of general estoppel try 
analogy to the p rind pies ap- 
plicable ro striking out for want of 
prosecution. 

The decision of Lyell allowed no 
possibility of Mr and Mrs Church 
buying out the estoppel once it had 
been established that Mr Roche 
had incurred expense in reliance 
on their representation which was 
more than minimaL 

Judge Moseley came therefore to 


a conclusion which he bad no 
power to reach. 

LORD JUSTICE MANN, 
agreeing, said that Mr Roche had 
conceded that he. or rather his 
then solid tor, had been guilty of 
inexcusable and inordinate delay. 
Judge Moseley had found that in 
consequence of that delay there 
was a substantial risk that a fair 
trial of the issues was not possible. 

In dismissing an action on the 
pound of delay and consequent 
risk the court was acting in the 
exercise of its discretion to dismiss 
an action for want of prosecution. 
The discretionary jurisdiction to 
dismiss was one which could be 
invoked only fry a defendant and 
upon him rested the burden of 
demonstrating the delay, its qual- 
ity and the consequent risk. 

Mr and Mrs Church would have 
discharged their burden and an 
exercise of discretion so as to 
dismiss the action would have been 
inevitable had they been able, but 
for Lyell to invoke the jurisdiction 
of the court 

A defendant could be estopped 
from making an application to 
dismiss. Where a defendant was 
estopped then it had to be ac- 
cepted. despite public interest chat 
an unfair trial would or might 
occur. 


The estoppel arose where there 
was conduct or positive action by a 
defendant which induced the 
plaintiff to act to his detriment. 
That conduct had to be such which 
when viewed objectively was in- 
consistent with both a present and 
a future intention to appfy for 
dismissal 

LORD JUSTICE LECGATT. 
agreeing, said that the result did 
not seem to be entirely satisfactory. 
The defendants were precluded by 
operation of the doctrine of estop- 
pel from applying to have the stale 
claim against them struck out. 

To found an estoppel the con- 
duct which had amounted to a 
representation had to be consistent 
only with a promise on the part of 
the defendants' solicitor to proceed 
totriaL 

It seemed more likefy that when 
he “more or less" agreed direc- 
tions, the defendants’ solicitor was 
simply overlooking the fact that he 
was in a position to apply to strike 
out the daim. 

That a doctrine of equity should 
be allowed to operate so as to 
ensure that an unfair trial took 
place constituted in his Lordship's 
judgment a travesty of justice. 

Solicitors: J. W. Ward & Son. 
Bristol; Faulkners. Midsomer 
Norton. 


Grotesquely unjust costs order 


Ca n te rbur y City ' Council v 
Cook 

Where the court allowed a prosecu- 
tion's appeal by case stated from 
the crown court and made an 
order for costs against die defen- 
dant. neither present nor repre- 
sented at the hearing of the case 
Staled and in which she had not 
been asked whether she would 
consent to the appeal being 
allowed in her absence, it was 


grotesquely unjust to require that 
she should pay the costs in the 
High Court 

The Queen's Bench Divisional 
Court {Lord Justice Mann and Mr 
Justice Leonard) so held on Octo- 
ber 14 allowing the application of 
Patricia Cook to set aside an order 
for costs made against her by the 
Divisional Court on March 5. 

LORD JUSTICE MANN said 
that what was or was not just in the 


circumstances was in the last resort 
a matter of impression. 

The point taken by the prosecu- 
tion on appeal was raised by the 
crown court, had not been of the 
applicant's making and had not 
been raised by the prosecution. 

Nor had the applicant com- 
pleted giving evidence in the 
crown conn as the proceedings 
had been halted. 


Regina v Poplar Coroner, Ex 
parte Thomas (Doris) 

Before Lord Justice Dillon. Lord 
Justice Farquhaison and Lord 
justice Simon Brown 
[Judgment December 15J 
There was no general discretion in 
the Coronets Act 1988 or else- 
where for a coroner to hold an 
inquest in any circumstances In 
which he considered it to fie in the 
public interest that on inquest 
should be held. 

Accordingly, where the medical 
evidence showed the deceased, a 
lifelong agfonra sufferer, died from 
a prolonged asthmatic at t ac k , such 
an attack was a natural cause of 
death and not an unnatural death 
within section 8(1 Ha) of the 1988 
Act. notwithstanding evidence to 
the effort that had the deceased 
been taken to hospital in time 
before cardiac arrest she would not 

have died. 

The Court of Appeal so held 
allowing the appeal of the cotoner. 
Mr Douglas Robert Chambers, 
against the decision of the Queen's 
Bench Divisional Coin (Loro Jus- 
tice Watkins and Mr J ustice Tudor 
Evans) (The Ttmes April 22, 1992; 
[1992\ 3 WLR 465) which had 
allowed the application of the 
deceased's mother for judicial re- 
view and granted an order of 
mandamus for an inquest to be 
held. 

Mr Terence Coghlan for the 
coroner, Mr Edward Fitzgerald for 
the applicant. 

LORD JUSTICE DI LLON said 
that the deceased was aged 17 
when she died on April 9. 1989. 
After a severe attack at about 
1.00am and an initial abortive, 
call id the ambulance service, no 
ambulance arrived until about 
1.33 am, but she had stopped 
breathing a few moments before. 
At the hospital attempts to resusci- 
tate her were abandoned at 
1.55am. 

The pathologist’s report, ordered 
by the coroner, gave tile cause of 
death as status asthmancus. a 
prolonged asthmatic attack, and 
other evidence indicated that she 
would not have died if she had 
arrived at the emergency depart- 
ment before cardiac arrest and 
even if she had arrived within five 
minutes of such arrest there was a 
good chance of survival. 

The family were naturally very 
concerned at the failure of die 
ambulance to arrive in time. 

Since there was no dispute as to 
the cause of death and none of the 
alternatives in section 8(1) of the 
1988 Act. setting out the drcum- 
stanoes in which it was mandatory 
to hold an inquest was remotely 
relevant the only basis on which 
an inquest could be held would be 
if it could be said (hat because of 
the ambulance's late arrival there 
was reasonable cause to suspect the 
deceased died an unnatural death. 

His Lordship accepted the coro- 
ner's argument that “unnatural" 
in section 8(1) should be given Us 
ordinary meaning; there was no 
context to suggest that its use there 
was In any unusual sense. 

Instances of noiwiolent deaths 
which were none the less to be 
regarded as unnatural included 
those who died of industrial illness. 
In such cases the court was told an 
inquest was always held. Although 
the illness took its course leading to 
death, the inception of the illness 
was from unnatural causes. 

Inquests were invariably held on 
persons who died of legionnaires 
disease; it was regarded as •‘un- 
natural” that a person should die 
of an extremely tare disease. 


Asthma was not very rare and 
tbOK was noArngimrasmsl perse 
in a person dying of asthma. 

The concept of “lack of care”, as 
interpreted in its technical and 
narrow sense in R v Southwark 
Coroner, Ex parte Hicks (f 1987] 1 
WLR 1624. 1633. 1637). which 
bulked somewhat large in the 
Divisional Court's judgment, had 
no relevance to tire rircumstances 
of the instant case since it could not 
be said that the deceased was in die 
“care" of the ambulance service. 

Whether the deceased's death 
was natural or unnatural had 
therefore to depend on what was 
the cause of doth, and "causing" 
had to be given a common sense 
meaning: Alphatxll Ltd v 
Woodward fll 972) AC 824. 847). 

It was easy to think of a number 
of different scenarios as a result of 
which an ambulance arrived too 
late to save a person who had 
suffered an asthma attack; for 
example, the distance from tire 
ambulance centre to the person’s 
home was too great; or more traffic 
than normal in the locality causing 
delay, or tire ambulance being 
diverted on its journey. 

His Lordship did not know the 
cause of delay in the present case, 
but common sense indicated that 
what caused the death was the 
asthmatic attack and not one of the 
possible scenarios and that was a 
natural cause of death. 

Critictsm of the coroner by the 
Divisional Court for concentrating 
on tire medical cause of death to 
the exclusion of all other evidence 
was unjustified since he had said 
that even when all the other 
evidence was taken into account 
tire cause of death was still the 
asthma attack. 

Nor was it appropriate to criti- 
cise him for not asking himself 
whether the present case was an 
instance for a verdict of death 
aggravated by lack of care; the key 
question was not what the form of 
inquisition or verdict should be, 
but whether an inquest should be 
held. 


It was suggested that recurrence 
of delay try me ambulance service 
in answering emergency calls was 
a matter of justified public concern, 
foiling within section 8(3]fd). so 
that an inquest with a jury should 
beheld. 

That might be so, but it did not 
answer the particular question 
before tire court 

It did not follow that every case 
in which tire death occurred in 
circumstances tire continuance of 
which was prejudicial to the health 
or safety of a section of the public 
was necessarily an unnatural death 
under section 8(1). 

It should be remembered that 
rule 42 of the Coronets Rules (SI 
1984 No 552) expressly provided 
that no verdict should be framed in 
such a way as to appe ar to 
determine any question of crim- 
inal liability on the part of a named 
person or rivD liability. 

It was not the function of a 
coroner's inquest to pro vide a 
forum for attempts to gather 
evidence for pending or future 
criminal or riv2 proceedings. 

Lord Justice Farquhaison 
agreed. 

LORD JUSTICE SIMON 
BROWN said (hat although “un- 
natural " was not used m any 
unusual sense, that did not mean 
that whether or not a particular 
death was property to be regarded 
as unnatural was a pure question 
of foci 

Even ordinary words could have 
more than one usual sense and be 
capaHe of differing applications, 
depending on the particular 
context 

His Lordship did not find the 
question of causation in the ' 
present context susceptible of tire 
approach, of the House of Lords in 
a very different. contest in cases 
such as McGhee v National Coal 
Board (P973I f WLR I) and 
WUsher v Essex Area Health 
Authority (J 1988) AC 1074), 
where the possibility of there being 
more than one cause was' im- 


material The .question posed in 
the present context was surety 
different given that tire coroner 
knew ah the important facts, what 
view should be take of causes that 
might well be secondary but were 
notseffevid«uly irrelevant? 

Why should he not sometimes 
find a death to be die result of two 
raiCTf; gir he r of which could serve 
to »wnin» it unnatural? 

His Lordship did not sugges 
that the coroner was bound to take 
that view in the present case, but 
occasions could arise when it 
would be the only approach. 

Indeed, if the late arrival of the 
bad constituted a more 
extreme More of the service than 
his Lordship believed it did. com- 
mon sense would dictate that the 
death was an unnatural death. 

It was to be hoped and believed 
that grave failures, that is, culpable 
im p-tan faitim - on the part of those 
responsible for providing a reason- 
ably efficient emergency service, of 
such services were an extreme 

ratify: 

Congested traffic causing de- 
layed arrivals were not rare and 
certainly could not as a matter or 
common 9ense be thought directly 
causative of the death such as to 
m a ke it in the present context 

unnatural 

Itwas true that the stripe of what 
a coroner's inquisition might 
achieve by way of a formal result 
had gradually been whittled down 
over the years, lad merely because 
the corona's inquest might now- 
adays be drought lacking any vety 
dear or cogent role was no suf- 
ficient reason for adopting too 
. narrow an approach to section 8. 

In tite present case the coroner 
was entitled to reach the rondu- 
5km tiiai be did and be oouid not 
be criticised for regarding the late 
arrival of the ambulance as in- 
suffidendy causative of death to 
aha its essential character. 

Solicitors Hempsons; Detghton 
G nedaPa. 


Sanctions prevent payment 
of bond after insolvency 


Wahda Bankv Arab Bank pic 

Before Mr Justice Phillips 
[Judgment December 1 1] 

1 1 was unlawful to make a payment 
under a bond which related to a 
contract for the supply of goods 
prohibited under tite Libya (Uni- 
ted Nations Sanctions) Older (SI 
1992 No 975) even though the 
company which had contracted to 
supply the goods was no Longer 
able by reason of insolvency to 
perform the supply con tram. 

. Mr Justice Phillips so held in 
open court in the Queen's Bench 
Division after a hearing in cham- 
bers when ruling on a prefiminaiy 
issue in a daim by the Wahda 
Bank for sums due under counter 
guarantees issued in its favour by 
the Arab Bank pic. 

Article 10 of the 1992 Order 
provides: 

"(1) Except under the authority 
of a licence granted by the secretary 
of state under (his snide (a) no 
person shall make any payment to 
or to the order of any person 
connected with Libya under or in 
respect of a bond to which this 
article applies; (b) no person shall 
do any act for the purpose of 
obtaining payment, or make any 
payment, in respect of any right m 


indemnity in respect of any bond 
to which tiffs article applies .. . 

“(2) A bond to which this article 
applies is a bond given in respect of 
a contract the performance of 
which is unlawful wholly or in 
part by virtue of this order." 

Mr Alan Boyfe; QC and Mr 
Philip S. Marshall for tbe plaintiff, 
Mr John Jarvis. QC and Mr 
William Blair for foe defendant 

MR JUSTICE PHILLIPS said 
Murray Clayton Ltd had con- 
tracted in 1978 and 1979 to 
supply certain goods to foe Libyan 
Armed Forces directorate of mffi- 
tary procurement 

The supply df such- goods- to 
Libya was prohibited by the 1992 
Order. 

On the instructions of the Arab 
Bank pic. a Jordanian bank with 
offices in tie United Kingdom, the 
Wahda Bank, a Libyan bank, had 
issued performance bands in fa- 
vour of the directorate. 

The . Arab Bank had gra® 
counter-guarantees to indemnify 
the Wahda Bank against aD con- 
sequences of issuing the perfor- 
mance bonds. 

Murray Clayton had gone into 
insolvent liquidation in January 
1987 and was incapable of supply- 
ing or delivering any further goods 


to the directorate. 

Thedirednrare had called on the 
Wahda Bank tor payment under 
tbe performance bonds, and the 
Wabda Bank was in turn suing the 
Arab Bank for payment under the 
counter-guarantees. 

His Lortishfo said the perfor- 
mance bonds issued by tbe Wahda t- 
Bank were bands given in respect 4 
of contracts “the performance of 
which is unlawful wholly or in 
part by virtue of tiffs order". 

It followed that to make any 
payment in respect of the counter- 
guarantees, or to do airy act for the 
p ur pose of obtaining such pay- 
ment. was prohibited by article 10 

of the order. 

The supply contracts were still 
executory and, if they wen to be 
complied with, performance 
would be unlawful by virtue of the 1 
order. 

The fact that performance was 
not merely prohibited by die order 
but in practice rendered impos- 
sible by insolvency, did not and 
could not have die effect of 
removing the contracts froifa tbe 
category of those “the performance 
of much is unlawful by virtue of 
[tbe] older 1 . 

Sotidtore: Gardner Weller, Clif- 
ford Chance. 


Court of Session 


Scots Law Report December 23 1992 


Court of Session 


Banker obliged to pay 


Cenjri-Force Engineering Ltd 
v Bank of Scotland 
Before Lord Abemetby 
{Judgment October 2S| 

A banker was obliged to make 
payment to the beneficiary of a 
letter of credit notwithstanding the 
fact that a suspensive condition of 
payment under the underlying 
contract had been purified only by 
the fraud of a third party to that 
contract- 

Lord Abemediy. sitting in the 
Outer House of the Court of 
Session, so held, refusing a motion 
by Cemri-Force Engineering Ltd 
for interdict uri interim against the 
Bank of Scotland from debiting 
their account or making payment 
to Software Systems of airy moneys 
representing payment ureter a 
letter of credit issued by the bank at 
the petitioners' application. 

Mr Sluan Nicoll for the petition- 
ers: Mr Neil Davidson for the 
bank. 

LORD ABERNETHY said [hat 
the petitioners and Software had 
enteral into a contact for the 
supply and installation of certain 
equipment. Part of the price was 
payable by irrevocable letter of 
credit payable on production, inter 
alia, of a commissioning certificate 
issued by a Danish firm of en- 


gineers evidencing that the goods 
were in satisfactory working con- 
dition. Tbe firm had been em- 
ployed by Software to cany out the 
commissioning. 

A letter of credit containing that 
condition had been issued by the 
bank and a commissioning certifi- 
cate had subsequently been issued. 
The petitioners averred, however, 
that the certificate had been issued 
fraudulently. The equipment bad 
not then been and still was not in 
working condition. 

His Lordship accepted that the 
petitioners had established a 
prima fade case that either the 
certificate had been issued know- 
ing ir to be false or else it had been 
issued without prior enquiry and 
therefore recklessly as to whether it 
was true or false and therefore in 
either event fraudulently. 

However, counsel for the bank 
argued that the only exception to 
the strict general rule which re- 
quired payment under a letter or 
credit when the documents were ex 
fade in order was that the bank 
ought not to pay if the documents 
were presented by the beneficiary 
and the bank knew that they were 
forged or that the request for 
payment was made fraudulently in 
rircumstances when there was no 
righl to paymenL 

In reply, MrNkoH had accepted 


that he had not made a case of 
fraud against Software, bur 
indicated that there was a nexus 
between them and the engineers in 
as much as the principals of the 
two undenakings were father and 
son. 

The letter in question was staled 
to be subject to Uniform Customs 
and Practice for Documentary 
Credits (1983 Revision! Inter- 
national Chamber of Commerce 
Publication No 400. article 3 of 
which provided 

“Credits, by their nature, are 
separate transactions from the 
sales or other aoncractisf on which 
they may be based and banks are 
in no way concerned with or 
bound by such contract (s), even if 
any reference whatsoever u such 
cocmaals) is induded in the 
credit," 

Accordingly, there were at least 
two contracts: one between the 
petitioners and Software and the 
other between the petitioners and 
the bank. It was provided in the 
latter that the two were separate 
and that the bank was in no way 
concerned with the former. 

There were also contractual 
relationships between Software 
and their Danish bank and be- 
tween that bank and the defendant 
bank. The Danish bank had 
already credited Software with the 


Sheriff overheard witness outside court 


MacLeod v Williamson 

Before the Lord Justke-Clerk( Lord 
Ross). Lord Mayfield and Lord 
Morisan 

(Judgment October 9| 

Where a sheriff overheard a wit- 
ness speaking outside the court 
about evidence which he was to 
give in a summary criminal trial 
before that sheriff, and the sheriff 
felt unable to put what he had 
heard out of his mind, [he appro- 
priate course was not to desert the 
dirt dmpUdter but to discharge 
tite diet and fix a fresh diet of trial 
before another sheriff 1 . 

The High Court of Justiciary, 
sitting as the Court of Criminal 
Appeal so held, passing a bill of 
advocation brought by Ian Angus 
MacLeod, procurator fisdal at 
Path, against a decision of the 
sheriff in the (rial on sunwaiy 
complaint of James Williamson on 
changes of assault and of 


contravention cl section 1(1) of the 
Prevention of Crime Aa 1953 to 
desert the diet simplidter. and 
remitting to the sheriff to fix a fresh 
diet of trial before a different 
sheriff. 

The Solid torOeneral for Scot- 
land (Sir Thomas Dawson. QC) 
for the Crown: Miss Joyce Powrie 
for Mr Williamson. 

THE LORD JUSTICE-CLERK 
said that when Mr Wfifiamson's 
trial had been adjourned for lunch, 
the complainert depute had met 
police witnesses outside the court 
room to discuss whether any of 
them might be excused attendance 
that afternoon. While that dis- 
cussion had been taking place, the 
sheriff had happened to walk past. 

After die adjournment, the sher- 
iff had intimated that he had 
overheard one of the police wit- 
nesses state that his evidence 
concerned only “recovering the 


machete in his possession". The 
sheriff expressed the view that that 
might have an effect on his ability 
to hear further evidence in the case, 
and, after hearing submissions 
which he had invited from the 
defence agent and the depute, he 
had stated that he felt unable to 
cast completely from his mind 
what he had overheard, and ex 
propno mom deserted the diet 
simplidter. 

Their Lordships had some sym- 
pathy with the sheriff in the 
position in which he had found 
himself. It was dear from his 
report that he had been anxious to 
ensure that the trial was fairly 
conducted and that justice was not 
only done but was seen io be done. 

However, in such a case under 
summary procedure it ought to be 
possible for a sheriff to allow the 
trial to proceed since he ought to be 
able to put out Of his mind the 


material which was improperly 
before him (Carmichael v Mona- 
ghan. 1986 SCCR 59SJ. 

Nevertheless, their Lordships 
were nor prepared to fault him for 
reaching a different conclusion 
upon that matter. 

However, when the sheriff had 
determined that the trial could not 
proceed further, he had nor been 
justified ex prvprio motu in desert- 
ing the dier simplidter. He had not 
been entitled to do so either under 
statute or at common law. 

The appropriate course for him 
to have followed was to have 
discharged the diet of trial arid to 
have fixed a fresh diet of trial to 
proceed before another sheriff 
l Platt v Lockhart 1 988 SCCR 308; 
HM. Advocate v Mary Elder or 
Smith (1827) Syme 71)'. 

Law agents: Crown Agent; Simp- 
son & Marwick for Drew Paul & 
Murray, Perth. 


Seeking advice not improper 


sum in the letter of credit, on the 
basis that the bank had indicated 
that the documents were in order 
and that the letter would be 
honoured by them. 

Mr Davidson’s submission was 
fully supported by the terms of die 
petitioners' contract with the bank, 
and by what had been said about 
the law concerning letters of credit 
in the unanimous derision of the 
Court of Appeal in England in 
Edward Owen Engineering v 
Barclays Bank (1I97S] QB 159. 
1 69| per Lord Denning Master of 
the Rolls and of the House of Lords 
U.CM. v Royal Bank of Canada 
(11983) AC 168. I S3) per Lord 
Diplock 

The only exception to the basic 
rule recognised by Scots and 
English law was where the benefi- 
ciary himself presented the docu- 
ments required by the letter of 
credit and they were forged or 
fraudulent; ex turpi causa non 
oritur actio (V.C.M. v Royal Bank 
of Canada, per Lord Diplock fat 
p84). 

But that did not assist on the 
facts of the present case. The 
certificate had not been presented 
by or on behalf of the beneficiary, 
but by a third party, the Danish 
engineers. 

Law agents: Haig Scon & Co. 
WS: Anderson Strathem. WS. 


Saleh v University of Dundee 
Before Lord Sutherland 
Pudgmenr November 6] 

A derision of a university senate to 
seek tbe advice of an independent 
examiner before foiling a PhD 
thesis was not improper or ultra 
vires. 

Lord Sutherland, sitting in the 
Outer House of the Court of 
Session, so held, dismissing a 
petition for judicial review brought 
by Ahmed Saleh seeking reduction 
of a derision of the Senatus of the 
University of Dundee not to allow 
him an opportunity to revise and 
re-submit his PhD thesis. 

Ms Leeona Dorrian for Mr 
Saleh: Mr Neil Davidson for tbe 
respondents. 

LORD SUTHERLAND said 
that the petitioner had submitted a 
PhD thesis for examination by a 
committee appointed by die 
respondents comprising two mem- 
bers of their staff and an external 
examiner. 

The committee bad unani- 
mously reported to the Senaxus 
that the thesis did not merit a 
degree, but the two university 
members had considered that he- 
should be avowed to revise and re- 
submit the diesis, to which pro- 
posal the external examiner had 
dissented. 

The Senatus had requested fur- 
ther advke from an independent 
examiner as to whether the 
opportunity of re-submission 
should be allowed. Having re- 
ceived that advice the Senatus had 
refused the petitioner an opportu- 
nity to re-submit 

The petitioner contended that 
the appointment of an indepen- 
dent examiner was ultra vires and 
amounted to procedural impropri- 
ety. The university regulations 
quire specifically provided for (he 
appointment of a committee to 
examine a thesis initially and 
report thereon to the Senatus 
there was no provision for any 
farther examiner. The Senatus 
therefore had to make up their 
minds on the basis simply of the 
examining committee’s report. 

However, there was nothing 
either in the regulations or in the 
university's code of practice to 
predude the appointment of a 
further external ocprn. 

There was no provision what- 
ever as to what the Senatus might 
or might not do having received a 


committee's report, yet it was quite 
dear that it was for the Senatus to 
deride whether to award a degree. 

It could not be said dial in the 
rircumstances the Senatus were 
bound simply to rubber-stamp 
whatever recommendation the 
examining committee might 
choose to put forward. It could not 
be said id be unreasonable for the 
Senatus to deride to make further 
investigations before canting to a 
conclusion. 

The petitioner also founded on 
the foot that the committee had 
decided that a viva voce examina- 
tion was appropriate it followed 
that the independent examiner 
also should have examined him 
viva voce. However, again there 


was nothing in the regulations 
which required the committee to 
do so; it was a matter for their 
discretion. Equally therefore A 
would be a matter within the 
discretion of an independent ex- 
ternal examiner. 

Finally, it was submitted that (be 
independent examiner had sought 
information extraneous to the con- 
tent of tbe terms of the thesis. The 
committee had derided that it 
would not be appropriate to make 
any further information available 

to him. 

1 1 was submitted that his request 
bad nevertheless beat a pro- 
cedural i m prop ri ety: see Bam v 
British Wool Marketing Board 
{1957 SC 72). In Barrs, however. 


tbe board had been acting in a 
quasHpdirial capacity. That was 
an entirety different srtuarjpp from 
the present one where the indepen- 
dent examiner was acting not in a 
qaasi^adknal capacity, but simply 
as an expert 

In any event, what had been 
sought had been any information 
which could be provided try the 
petitioner's supervisor which 
vroukl have been favourable to his 
being given an opportunity far re- 
submisskm. His Lordship was 
unable to see how any prejudice 
could in consequence have been 
suffered Ify the petitioner. 

Law agents Driimmond Mater. 
WS; Garden Haig Stirling A 
Burnet. WS. 


Lord Advocate's Reference 
No 2 of 1992 

Before the Lord Justicederic (Lord 
Ross), Lord Cowje and lord 
Sutherland 

(Judgment October 23] 

It was not a relevant de f ence to a 
charge of assault that it was a joke. 

The High Court of Justiciary, 
sitting as the Court of Criminal 
Appeal so held, answering a 
question referred to tbe Court try 
the Lord Advocate which arose out 
of the trial in the High Court of a 
man accused of assault and at- 
tempted robbery. 

Mr Roderick Macdonald, QC. 
Advocate Depute, for the Crown; 
Mr Herbert Kerrigan. QC for die 


Joke is not a relevant 
defence to a 
charge of assault 




THE LORD JUSTICE-CLERK 
said that X had been tried on, inter 
alio, a charge of n«anUing two 
shop assistants with intent to rob 
them by presenting an imitation 
hand-gun and demanding money. 

In evidence. X had admitted (bat 
he had committed tbe acts libelled 
in the indictment. His defence had 
been that his actions had beat a 
joke, that he had had.no evil intent 

to assault or rob (be compJatners, . 

and that accordingly his actions 
had lacked the c rimin al Intent 


necessary for die commission of 
the crimes libelled. 

The trial judge had directed the 
jury' tint if they befieved X’s 
evidence, tint it had been a joke 
and that he had had no evil intent, 
then they would acquit him: The 
jiuy had found the charge not 
proven. 

The Lord Advocate had now 
referred to the aunt for its opinion 
the following question: “Did the 
evidence of the accused tint his 
admitted actions were carried out 
as a joke constitute, id aD' the 
rirotnnstances, a relevant defence 
to the charges UbeDed against 
himr 

in his Lordship's opinion the 
accused's assertion meant no more 

than that that had been his motive 
or ulterior intention in acting as be 
did. 

It bad oftenbeen said that evfl 
intention was of die essence- of 
assault (Macdonald, Criminal 
Lew 1.5th ed) pi LSJ. Bat what that 
meant was that assault could not 
be committed accidentally or reck- 
lessly or - negligently (Gordon, 
Criminal Law (2nd ed) pp29-30). 

It was-pfcihi dial the accused had 
acted deliberately. That being so. 
he had had the necessary intent for 
his actions to amount to assault.' 
and his motive for acting as he did 


was- irrelevant. 

The principle laid down by the 
Lord Justtoe-derk in HM. Ad- 
vocate v Elizabeth Edmlstxm 
- ((1 866) 5 Irvine 219) would appfy 
to tire present case, and even if the 
accused had been believed when 
be had stated that it had been a 
joke, bis acting as be did would still 

constitute tbe crime of assault. 

His Lordship acknowledged 
that there were possible difficult 
situations for example, in sport It 
would be a crime to rugby-tadde a 
stranger on the. public street, 
allbough a rugby tackle in tbe 
course of a game of rugby would 
not amounr to an aasanlr The 
reason for that wasthatfor conduct 
hi a sporting game to be criminal 
it wo uld require to be shown to be 
oulwtth tite normal scope of the 
sport (Butcher v Jessop 1989 
SCCR 119): . - ; 

As_ regards a joke between 
meads; if a. friend, for example, 
deliberately tripped up his 
companion w a joke, die crim* of 
assault would still have been 
ammiitted although if htookplace 
M d« context of jolting between 
mends, any prosecution: would be 


Law agents Crown Agent Ian 
McCstcr Glasgow. . 






' 1 Vv THE TIME S WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 23 1 992 
’MUcs, : |Mg . THEATRE page 24 

1 Princess Flavia in a 

JlRv il bright new production of 
PUfc^ian The Prisoner of Zenria 


ARTS 


OPERA page 25 

Alec Guinness in The 
Ladykillers, a classic 
British film now turned 
opera in Prague 



; paynent 
M>i\cnc\ 


■ • • •• V‘ 


utrOpL’! 


JAZZ: di ve Davis on the uneasy partnership of hot music and cold technology since the first jazz records, 75 years ago 


Swinging was not 


T he year is 1917. Chaplin 
is playing the fool in Easy 
Street, Scott Fitzgerald is 
stiH five years away from 
publishing Tales of the Jazz Age, 
and in a studio in New York five 
white musicians from New Or- 
leans, led by an astute comet player 
and selfpublicist railed Nick 
La R occa. are playing a tune railed 
“livery Stables Blues". 

The Original Dixieland Jazz 
. Band was already the most talked- 
about group in the tity, thanks to 
. the success of a residency at a 
: fashionable Broadway restaurant 
When “livery Stables Bhies" went 
on sale a few days after the Victor 
recording session, the band became 
a national sensation. More than a 
million copies were sold, at 75 cents 
a time, and jazz (or “jass” as some 
people referred to this newcomer, 
named after lubricious goings-on 
in the boudoir) was on the way to 
becoming the country's latest craze. 

LaRocca, always quick to cash in. 
took to calling hiraseIfthe“Cohim- 
bus of jazz", to the chagrin of many 
Mack musicians. In reality, the 
form had emerged some years 
earlier without the assistance of the 
ODJB and its publicity machine. 
The earfy recording companies, 
however, had been slow to respond, 
, and it was left to LaRocca to make 
. history by putting jazz on record for 
the first time. The results, a cheerful 
■ amalgam ofragtiroeand blues, can 
be heard on a new compilation 
album. ODJB: The 7Sth Anniver- 
say (RCA / Bluebird ND-90650). 

In a sense die notion of putting 
jazz on record is a contradiction in 
terms. A jazz performance is sup- 
posed to be spontaneous, not an 
artefact to be regurgitated note for 
• note, year in year out In the dinical 
. atmosphere of the studio it is hard 
•. to recreate the exuberance and 
' dynamism of a live performance in 
front of a sympathetic audience. 
Musicians tend to regard the whole 
business as a necessary eviL 


so groovy 


Even so, where would we be 
without all the discs and the miles 
of tape? Classical music scholars 
uray argue over the precise inter- 
pretations of a Mahler symphony, 
but they at least have a manuscript 
to work from. The best jazz — the 
inflections, the tone, the relation- 
ship between rhythm section and 
soloist — cannot be set down on 
paper with precision. How would 
you reproduce the personal imprint 
of Bix Beiderbecke or tbe torrential 
creativity of Charlie Parker? 

As it is, there are huge gaps in the 
edifice. A sizeable chunk of early be- 
bop, for instance, is misting due to 
a recording ban imposed by the 
American Federation of Musicians 
during the second world war. As for 

‘Jazz is supposed 
to be spontaneous, 
not an artefact 
to be regurgitated 
note for note’ 


die first legendary figure in New 
Orleans jazz, the comet player 
Buddy Bolden, no recording exists. 

Bolden was at his peak around 
the turn of the century —one of the 
more unlikely tales about him was 
that, on certain nights, his playing 
couki be heard miles away. A heavy 
drinker, he suffered a breakdown 
in 1906 and spent the last 25 years 
of his life in a mental institution. 

According to one rumour, he 
made a cylinder recording as far 
back as 1 894, but none has ever 
been found. Now he exists only in 
tall tales, a handful of scholarly 
traps and Michael Ondaatje’s suit- 
ably fragmented novel Coming 
Through Slaughter. 

Bolden’S . successor, Freddie 


Keppard is said to have spumed 
the opportunity to beat the ODJB 
to the studio. He was supposedly 
approached by Victor's staff in 
1916, but sent them packing. 
“Nothin doin' boys," he told bus 
bandsmen. "We won't put our stuff 
on records for everybody to steal” 
The next great New Orleans comet 
player, Lewis Armstrong's mentor 
Joe “King" Oliver, fared somewhat 
better in terms of recordings. Even 
so, his band did not art its first disc 
until ] 923. when he was in his late 
thirties. Tracks such as “Dipper 
Mouth Blues" are now recognised 
as classics, yet there is a widely held 
view that Oliver's best years were 
already behind him by this time. 

Once the record industry got into 
its stride, technology played a 
major role in the development of 
the music — so much so that The 
New Grove Dictionary of Jass now 
devotes more than a dozen pages to 
the subject Early studio technology 
imposed many constraints, the 
most obvious of which was the 
ihree-minwe playing time of 78 
rpm discs. 1920s equipment also 
had trouble coping with the boom- 
mg sound of the drums, so drum- 
mers were often confined to the use 
of the rims or wood Nocks. 

In the post-war years the advent 
of tire LP and tape editing gave 
musicians and producers greater 
freedom. But the sophisticated 
techniques that are pari of every 
pop star's armoury have not be- 
come standard practice, except 



Already past his best? King Oliver (standing at the rear, centre) and his Dixie Syncopators in 1 925. Hulton-Deutsch Collection 


sessions m the studio. There is also 
the feeling that too much technol- 
ogy can get in the way of good 
music. 

Randy Brecker, one of the top 
fusion musicians of the past 20 
years, has pointed to the problems 
that can arise: “My generation is 
used to overdubbing and not 
recording live Musicians have 
separate booths and headphones in 


the studios. As a result people tend 
to overplay and play loud." 

How true. The troth is that.some 
of the finest recording of the past 
40 years were made in a living 
room in New Jersey — at the home 
of Rudy van Gelder, tbe celebrated 
engineer for such labels as Blue 
Note and Prestige During the 
1950s van Gelder (an optometrist 
fay day) recorded at his parents' 
home in Hackensack, setting up a 
control booth next to the room 
where the musicians were playing. 


Miles Davis, John Coitrane and 
Horace Silver all made superb 
albums there. Today. Van Gelder 
remains the doyen of engineers, 
capable of producing an extraordi- 
narily warm, velvet sound. Genera- 
tions have been won over to jazz 
simply fay that ambience, one 
which gives the listener the impres- 
sion of having tbe best seat in the 
world's best jazz dub. 

Meanwhile, an army of techni- 
cians and producers is busy salvag- 
ing the past With the advent of 


compact discs and digital technol- 
ogy in general record companies 
have been quick to meet tire 
demand for vintage albums shorn 
of their snap, crackle and hiss. 

The ODJB set is one of many to 
be put through a computerised 
system which removes Imperfec- 
tions and surface noise. But even 
this laudable project has aroused 
controversy, with the best-known 
freelance exponent of the dean-up 
process, die Australian engineer 
Robert Parker, claiming that the 


major labels have used the technol- 
ogy indiscriminately, with serious 
consequences for the darity and 
balance of the original recordings: 

Parker has spoken of his fear that 
oost-consdous executives may even- 
tually decide to sell the original 
metal mastet discs for scrap, leav- 
ing only die distorted CD versions 
for posterity, like musicologists 
arguing over fortepianos and “au- 
thentic” violins, die experts may yet 
face a long debate over the real 
sound of jazz. 


Darwin 
Channel 4 


TELEVISION REVIEW: Richard Morrison on Peter Greenaway’s latest 

Watch out, the Beagle’s about 

N o doubt about it Peter could then Daiwin senceail the moral codes, and might be 

Greenaway made a be applaud- , . . scholarly regarded as a pillar of rational 

fascinating pro- ed as richly Channel 4 working- atheism. But this film under- 

gramme about Darwin symbolic. places of cut that notion by making 

(Channel 4). I know, because Reduced to a murky, four- mid- or late- 19th century fig- biblical allusions at every turn 
by squinting hard, moving the inch-deep band, however, the ures who were Darwin’s actual Fust the long-bearded Dar- 
armchair to within three feet programme evoked only tbe or near contemporaries: win was likened to “Moses 
of the screen and turning the antics of a slightly dodgy Vkto- Marx, Dickens. Prince Albert, coming down from the raoun- 
brightness knob fan up. J nan sketching-dub observed Shaw, H.G. Wells. Tolstoy tain with new command- 
could watch it from start to through a tetter-box. and even Freud.” You mean mentS”. Then he actual!} 

finish. Well not quite from the Of course, making the view- they tzW lived in fourrinch-wide played God in the tableau 
start. 1 also spent a little time er fed like a voyeur was part of boxes? depicting the Genesis myth, 

fruitlessly twiddling the “verti- Greenaway’s plan. We were With Greenaway’s work. And finally Greenaway posed 
cal hold” button, before it intruders spying on the tab- however, you either enter into this question: since humans no 
strode me that the big black leaux. just as Darwin observed die spirit of unravelling a sooner understand something 
areas across the top and bot- the natural world from the riddle to find a paradox than they start to destroy it (for 
tom of the screen were inten- decks of HMS Beagle. wrapped in an enigma, or you instance, much of the wildlife 

tionaL Arty, I suspect Hence, too, the weird com- dismiss the whole exercise as observed by Darwin from the 

But the thought did occur mentaiy. While undeniably the farrago of a sdTimportant Beagle), aren’t such scientific 
that perhaps Greenaway is not saying much about the social poseur. Personally. 1 favour “advances" exactly the reason 
a natural television director, and scientific climate in which unravelling, if only because it why God warned Adamttot to 
Those lovingly composed tab- Darwin lived, it also lost no would be a dull old world if touch the Tree of Knowledge? 
[pan* each one reflecting a opportunity to signpost the art- nobody attempted anything So Darwin either proved 
different aspect of the great ifice of the film-making in sen- pretentious. there is no divine purpose in 

evolutionist's life and times — tences of comic verbosay, pre- And tins programme’s cen- our universe, or the opposite. 
18 in aH with bonking and sumably meant to parody rial paradox was vintage Gree- Greenaway took an hour to 
feasting given as muchpromi- Darwin'S own writing. Such naway. Darwin might have make this point He could 
nenoe assoeries-oritrinating — as: “This is not an exact repro- rocked conventional religion learn something about cona- 
would probabfalook impres- duction of Darwin's study but with his theories, might have son from another film-maker, 
sive on a bis cinema screen, an imaginary composite mid- removed from humanity all Luis Bunuel whose celebrated 
Tbe ofav of light and shade 19th century working place comforting flhisions about quip - “Ifrn still an atheaa, 
acrossthe assembled genitals which may reproduce in es- soul conscience and fixed thank God —really says it all. 


could then Da 

be applaud- 

ed as richly Cna! 

symbolic. 

Reduced to a murky, four- 
inchrdeep band, however, the 
programme evoked only the 
antics of a slightty dodgy Victo- 
rian sketching-dub observed 
through a tetter-box. 

Of course, making the view- 
er fed like a voyeur was part of 
Greenaway’s plan. We were 
intruders spying on the tab- 
leaux, just as Darwin observed 
the natural world from the 
decks of HMS Beagle. 

Hence, too, the weird com- 
mentary. While undeniably 
saying much about the social 
and scientific climate in which 
Darwin lived, it also lost no 
opportunity to signpost the art- 
ifice of the film-making in sen- 
tences of comic verbosay, pre- 
sumably meant to parody 
Darwin’s own writing. Such 
as: “This is not an exact repro- 
duction of Darwin's study but 
an imaginary composite mid- 
19th century working place 
which may reproduce in es- 


vfn senoe all the 

, . scholarly 

iel 4 working- 

places of 

mid- or late- 19th century fig- 
ures who were Darwin’s actual 
or near contemporaries: 
Marx, Dickens, Prince Albert. 
Shaw, H.G. Wells. Tolstoy 
and even Freud.” You mean 
they ail lived in four-indtwide 
boxes? 

With Greenaway’s work, 
however, you either enter into 
the spirit of unravelling a 
riddle to find a paradox 
wrapped in an enigma, or you 
dismiss the whole exercise as 
the farrago of a seffnuportant 
poseur. Personally, I favour 
unravelling, if only because it 
would be a dull bid world if 
nobody attempted anything 
pretentious. 

And this programme’s cen- 
tral paradox was vintage Gree- 
naway. Darwin might have 
rocked conventional religion 
with his theories, might have 
removed from . humanity all 
comforting flhisions about 
soul conscience and fixed 




moral codes, and might be 
regarded as a pillar of rational 
atheism. But this film under- 
cut that notion by making 
biblical allusions at every turn. 

First the long-bearded Dar- 
win was likened to “Moses 
coming down from the moun- 
tain with new command- 
ments”. Then he actually 
plqyed God in the tableau 
depicting the Genesis myth. 
And finally Greenaway posed 
this question: since humans no 
sooner understand something 
than they start to destroy it (for 
instance, much of the wildlife 
observed by Darwin from the 
Beagle), aren't sod) scientific 
“advances" exactly tire reason 
why God warned Adamttot to 
touch the Tree of Knowledge? 

So Darwin either proved 
there is no divine purpose in 
our universe, or the opposite. 
Greenaway took an hour to 
make this point He could 
learn something about conci- 
sion from another film-maker. 
Luis Bunuel whose celebrated 
quip — “I'm still an atheist 
thank God" — really says it all. 
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LONDON City Ballet the 
enterprising troupe founded 
by Harold King 14 years ago, 
is expected to merge with 
” English National Ballet in the 
* new year. It is believed that 
' King will then take control of a 
new national touring com- 
pany which will operate under 
tiie ENB umbrella. Some of 
LOB’S dancers and key mem- 
bers of its staff arc likely to go 
with King to EN& the name 
;V of tiie new touring group is 
apparently still under negotia- 
*. tion. Such a move could 
guarantee that the finandally- 
: strapped London .City Ballet, 
which has built up an enthusi- 
astic public in the regions, 

" would be partially preserved, 
even if its name is lost 

•SO NOW we know what 
, government ministers get up 
to on Saturday nights. Classic 
FM’s brain teaser qua which 
’• mixes ament affairs and 
music in a series of cryptic 
questions, was won last week, 
qy Sir George Young. The 
housing minister phoned in 
with the answers from his car, 
■' and won a magnum of cham~ 


‘ -I-'-! 


pagne. If only all the answers 

came that easily in politics. 

Score draws 
OPERA fans wffl be well 
served wiih early 19th-century 
repertoire next year, courtesy 
of Utdewoods pools magnate 


Peter Moores. Two years ago 
he approached British opera 
companies with an offer to 
fund productions of operas 
from the great- era of mad 
scenes and vocal pyrotechnics. 
Three companies have taken 
up his £800,000 gift. Opera 
North is premiering its new 
production of Ponchiefli’s La 
Gioconda at Leeds on May 1; 
while at Welsh National Op- 
era. Donizetti’s La Favorita is 
to be dinted down and staged, 
opening in Cardiff on March 
5. That production will also 



Moving on? Kim Miller and Conor O'Brien. London 
City Ballet, to be merged with English National Ballet 


travel to the Royal Opera 
House, the first time this opera 
will have been seen at Covent 
Garden for more than 60 
years. Scottish Opera, has 
opted for more familiar fare: 
Bellini’s Noma, which mil 
open in Glasgow in April 

Last chance . . , 

FANS of the Glaswegian 
band Del Amitri will doubtless 
raise the roof when their 
heroes round off a conspicu- 
ously successful year on home 
turf at Barrowiands, Glasgow 
(041-226 4670) tonight and 
tomorrow. While hardly the 
most innovative of groups. Del 
Amitri are certainly one of the 
most genuine. More impor- 
tantly, they have demonstrat- 
ed a staying power unusual 
among British rock acts. Their 
current album Change Every- 
thing '-a. roasted and appeal 
mg blend of Seventies retro' 
rock — peaked at No 2 earlier 
in the year, and after a 
gruelling tour they are at fast 
malting inroads m America 
with a hit angle “Always The 
Last To Know". 
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CWDEftHJA. The Roys* BctaCs 
Chnsmas treat based on ita ctasac 
toy-Bte. wilh muse by Prokofiev end 
choreography by Frederick AshWn 
ncUKSng though asters' price cb 
nSsfctance. Viwana Durante dances ihe 
tie rale tonghl with Bruce Sareom as 
her prime 

Roys! Opera House, Ceram Garden, 
WC2 (071-240 1086091 1J. Taught, 
rjopm, Sat, 220pm ana 7.30pm. 

THE COMEDY OF ERRORS' Ian 
Jjdge'tsubfrnety fumy production, wnti 
ijwartJ-wmng Dwanond Bamt pteymg 

Doth pertly twra WtoiccfogrfU 
costarnes and sm created by designer 

Mark Thompson. 

Barbican. S* Stoat EC8 (071 -638 
B891J. Opens roragtn. 7pm. Sat Spm 
and 7.15pm (dosed Christmas sws and 
Chnstmas day). 

HANSEL AND GRETEU David 

PWrtwy's nofitdgic but unsentetwntal 
production brewed a Ena&sh 
National Opera. Rosa Maiuvs bright, 
dear Gretd Is in pa rt n ership vwmBhna 
FtoOteGCn's Just vmsnUrti Hwts<4 
CoStMTh, St Mann's Lane. WC2 (07t- 
BSS 3161). Today. 3pm (wUh Juke 
Gosaage and Anne Gertie). 720pm 


| TODAY'S 

EVENTS 

Adafly gul 

and enter 
compiled by H 

de to arts 
tatamant 
eather Alston 


COURTNEY PINE V Wtian 
incfeasoi^vatedrapannlroranpino 
from reggae lo|azi standards, trie 
versatile tenor saxophonist otters 
perfornratecwol style texJ&tostanea 
JajaC8H.15aPakmy.NW1 (Q71- 
2944356) Tnright tomOTOw, 7pm 


TOE LION, THE WITCH AND THE 
WARDROBE; This year's otoxstan to 
Namo, by courtesy d Vanessa Ford 
Productions. Somewhat better than 
others In the cotection 
Hoyafiy. Portugal Street, eft Kngsway. 
WCZ (071-494 5090). Today. 230pm 
and 620pm, tomorrow. 230pTi 
Continues variously er 220pm, 4pm and 
620pm. unU Jan 18 (dosed Christmas 
day and Naw Yaar's Day) 


Poofins About by the team who 
produced last year’s de^htU Magic 
S&xytooafc. 

PWjaw Beaimm Street (0885 
798600). Today. 2pm, tomorrow. 
10.15am. Boxing day. 2pm. men 
continues at various ttawa unU Jen 3 
(dosed Crirtotmes day) 

EDWBURQH Antoni FtosJMotoi 
conducts The Scottish dumber 
Orchestra to a concert tor Chnatmas 
The orchestra and dwots wth Mara 
Bayo. Ptfrida Bardon, John-Mark 
AJrnteymd DawdWfeon-Johngon 
performs Handers, Messiah. 

Usher Hal, Lothian Road. (031 -686 
2019). Tongnt, 7.45pm. 

ranONGHAM: The city d 
Bxintog ha m Symphony Orchestra under 
SmonHatoey performs a programm e 
of seasonal music with Alan Tfcchmewh 
narrating. 
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THEATRE: Jeremy Kingston enjoys a thrilling adaptation of a classic rom antic 

Duels crown a 


dazzling display 


REGIONAL 


OXFORD Daydreaming Process 
Rodina and mfecNewus Tom Rid in 


212 3333). Torture, 7 3Cpm. 
BmumGHAM: Hot satee bend cdrw 
N o. wth horns, percusuon and 
Cotomcon lead anger Zara, takes up 
the Christmas residency wth Cutto LWe 
to suppon (torxjhL tomorrow). 
RomteScotr*. Broad Street (021-643 
4525), lortgN. tomorrow, and Dec 26- 
31.820pm. 


□ ANNIE GET YOUR CUN: tateg 
Esnm'a pre-terms? musical fs no modeJ 
(dr a Nineties woman but the songs are 
amply strnahng 

Prince of Wales. Coronay Street Wi 
[071-639 5987). Tues-Sal. 7 30pm. mete 
Thus. Sat. Sun, 3pm teominc(e»w«i 
Chnstmas day and Dac 28) 


D ASSASSINS: Sondhaun's sharp 
and successful mtacai adores the 
mpuise that drives no-hopers to Ml 
American Presidents. 

Donmar Warehouse, Eartoam StraeL 
WC2 (071-867 1 150). Mon-Sat. 720pm. 
mats Thus. Sat 3pm. I05mms (dosed 
Chnstmas ewe. Chnstmas day and New ■ 
Year's day). 


| THEATRE 

: GUIDE 

Jammy Kktgxton 
oftfioatro shawl 

■ htouae fun, rstur 
H Soma seats ava 
□ Seats at aB prta 

s BaseaiiMnt 
tog In London 
ra only 

Sable 

M 


□ RADIO TIMES: Tony Stettery to a 
fun trip dw*t Memory Lane, set in 
watte* Broadcasting Housa burring 
with sprightly Nod Gay numbere. 
Quean's. Shaftesbuy Avenue, W1 
(071-4945040). Mon-Fri. 720pm, Sat, 
Bprn, mds Thure, 220pm, Sat, 420pm. 
iSOmtos (dosed Cmnmas day). 


□ BARMlMh ErwabiB Christmas 
seal, wfiti Paul Nichotaa walking the hi^i 
nra Bouncy ntxnbars by Cy Coleman 
and Mrohael Stewart. 

Dominion. Tottenham Gout Road. W1 
P71-5B0B845) Mon-SeL 7.30pm. 
mas Wed and Sat, 3pm. t40mfns 
Idosed Christmas day). 


■ CAROUSEL: Joanna FWng and 
lAchael Hayden star «a triumphant 
revival oi the Rodgers & Hammerddn 
(argmund musical. 

Notional (Lyttelton). South Bank, SI 
(071-928 2252). Mon-SsL 7 30pm, mats 
Tues, Sat. 2.15pm. iSOmns (dosed 
Christmas aw and Christmas day). 


Shaw n Wkfa's "insider daaing" 
metodrara. Soma died assumpnons 
but stvtehkrdona. 

taoba*ShaftBrt3uiy Avenue. Wi (071- 
494 5065). Mon-Sat, 7.45pm. mats 
Thurs, 3pm. Sat, 4pm iBSmins. 

□ nss OF TOE SPIDER WOMAN: 

KtoiderSSali m^«U?o^^ns the 
vaiuBs □( Manuel Pi^'s nnel but Chita 
ftvera mdta3 a striking vamp With 
Brant Gamer and Anthony Crfuafo. 
Shaftesbury, Shaftestrury Avenue. 
WC2 (071-379 5399J- Moo-Sat. 8pm. 
mats Wad. Sal. 3pm. ISOmtos (cknad 
Christmas eve and Chtntmaa day). 


B TURK BanDS ALIGHTING ON A 
FED: Harriet Water perfect again In 
ravTval oi trivasubde, comic state-oi- 
Bwntolon play, set to a worid of shSing 
values and plummanng art-pnoas. 

Royal Cadi, Stoane Square. SW1 
0371-7301745) MorvSst,8pm,rmtSsL 
4pm i50mha (dosed Dac 21^ -Beatog 
day). 


□ TRAVH2 WITH MY AIM!) Stolon 
Cadai, John Wefc, Ffchard Kene. 


Gfles ifavergal's marwBous adaptaboo 
of Graham Greene'e novel 
Wyndhamte, Charing Croes Road, 

WC2 (071-867 11 16). MorvFri. 8pm. SSL 
B. 15pm, mats Wad, 3pm, Set. 5pm. 
i40mns (dosed Christmas eve aid 
Chnstmas day) 


AUTHORS may say they are writing 
about imaginary countries. Lillrput or 
Ruritania, but the chances are that 
these are metaphors for (he home 
county. Anthony Hope put forward a 
most unconvincing account of how he 
hit upon the idea for his splendid tale, 
one which made no mention of any 
influences doser to home than the : 
grim caste of Zenda or the palace at 
Stnekau. The future King George V . 
had in fact just replaced his wretched 
older brother as eventual heir to the 
throne, and George was a spitting 
image of his cousin. Tsar Nicholas II. . 
Many a disappointed royal personage 
most have wished, like Rumania's 
Princess Flavia. that his or her spouse 
could be swapped for a more spirited . 
lookalike. 

Everyone involved in the latest 
dramatisation of this best of all . 
romantic adventures deserves praise 
for its success. Lez Brotherston’s set is a 
grand construction of curving -stone 
steps, invaluable when duels must be 
fought in Douglas Fairbanks style. 
Ropes hang at the side ready for a 
lightning escape, and beyond them 
rise die snow-capped mountain peaks 
of Zenda. 

Matthew Frauds, adapter and direc- - 
tor, ingeniously alters the beginning to 
plunge us at once into the thicket of 


The Prisoner of Zenda 

Greenwich 


has the feel and thrust proper to a play, 
not that of a converted book. Francis 
adds new lines, comic but witty, and 
knowing irony takes the place of 
romantic earnestness. Not all the high- 
flown declarations are gone. David 
Haig, playing both the Royal Rudolph 
and the English gemleman Rassen- 
dyfl, exclaims. “I love you more than 
truth or life or honour'' and makes this 
mouthful sound as if it comes sincerely 
.from die heart 

Haig is a warm, cuddly-looking 


actor, not obvious casting for the role of 
■dashing duellist We see him first as the 
puppyish Prince, convincingly die man 
afraid to be king, bin he makes the role 
of Rassendyil equally his own. There is 
a well-bred ardour to his courtship of 
Leonie M dlinger’s Flavia, a passionate 
vigour in his swordplay and, subtly 
suggested, a nervous wonder at the 
pageantry of majesty. M dimmer is 
good at conveying the troubled inabil- 
ity to identify what is not quite as it 
should be. 

Both Prince and Rassendyil appear 
together in some scenes, requiring the 
quick removal and restoring of a 
moustache, managed by cunningly 
distracting the audience. The fights, 
arranged by Malcolm Ranson. are 
exceptionally well done, and Haig’s 
adversary in the most acrobaticof them 
is Mark Lockyer’s handsome, wickedly 
smiling villain, Rupert of' Hentzau. 
puppyish too but from a kilter breed. 

Sturdy performances are also given 
by Michael Cronin's Colonel Sapt and 
Melanie Jessop’s black widow, Antoi- 
nette de Mauban- A musing evening. 


Ruritania's dynastic struggle. Black 
Michael the dying king's bastard, is 


■ THE GIFT OF THE GORGON . 
Peter ShaffaTs latest- Moodtoraty 
lavtmge veraiB tar gwBneas on a 
mtxtem Greek island. Cteep tesues. fly 
tieamem though Jucfi Dench is 
powerful Tha Mt, Baitacan Centra, Sik 
Street. EC2(P71 -638 8891) TongriL 
SaL 7 15pm 


□ LOST IN YONKERS: Tentnc 
performance by Rowmay Hams m a 
Nel Shnon comeoy more weighty than 
usual Mauraan Llpman gives good 
value as a loopy aunt 
Stand. AUuvych. WC2 (071-830 8800). 
Mon- Sal. 730pm. mao Wed. SaL 
230pm. ItiOmtos (dosed Christmas 
day) 


□ HAY FEVER: Very fumy 
performances (not aKnayt whore you 
expect) (i Coward's exoeleni comedy. 
AKwry- St Merlin's Lone. WC2 (071- 
8671116). Mon-SH, 8pm, mats, Ttefi. 
Sal. 3pm. 150mns (ctassd Christmas 
eve and Chnstmas day) 


□ MADNESS M VALENCIA: Another 
enjoyadly styteri Spanish ttacovery: 
lovBrs mad tor low ahdtartng In a 
madhouse Gate, n PBrnbridge Road. 
W11 (071-2290706) Mon-Sal, 720pm. 
125mtos (cfoaed Chnstmas oveOec 30). 


SIT RUN S W THE FAMILY: Latffl in 
the hospital common room; matron 
ouraged; doctors flummoxed. Ray 
Cooney farce wflh lots 01 (aigha. 
PtaytiouM. Northumberland Avenue, 
WC2 (071 -838 4401). Mon-Fit, 8pm, Sat, 
830pm.malsTtius. 3pm, Sat. 520pm. 
135mm. 


B AN IDEAL HUSBAND: Anna 
Carteiai. Hanneh Gordon and Matin 


□ MSSTY: Shaon Glass and B* 
Pateraon in Amarican grand gui&Kt. 
hopeless charactfirisarian for Sraphen 
King addicts. 

Criterion. PtccacMy Cfcus. W1 (071- 
839 4488). Mon-Sat. 8pm, mats Wed. 
3pm. SA 4pm. 150m»iE (dosed 
Christmas day), 

B PYGMALION: Alai Howard. 

Frances Barber to a Howard Darios 
production Brat some admre pratty 
whle others leet sutxntaates the GeM lo 

a davw design. 

Natlorwl (OMii). South Bank. SE1 
(071-9282252) Tonight. 7. 1 5pm. 
iBSmins. 


LONG RUNNEHS4 □ Blood 
Brothers: Phoenix (071-887 1044) 

□ Buddy: Victona Palace (071-834 
131 7] ... □ Carmen Jems: Old Vic 
(071 -928 7618) . . . B Cats: New 
London (071-405 0072) . . □the 
Complete Works of WUam 
Stmheepema (Abridged): Arts Theetre 
(071-8382132) ...□ Dancing M 
Lughnasc Garrick (071-494 5085) 

□ Donl Dress tar Dbmv: Duchess 
«m -«04 5070) . .BnvsGuys 
Named Moe: Lync (071-484 5045) 

□ Rtm a Jack to a King: 
Ambassadors (071-838 Bill) 

■ Joseph and the Amaztog Techni- 
color Dreamcoat PHterSum (071 -484 
5037).. □ Me and My GktAdelphi 
(071-836 761 1) ... B Las HteteaMes: 
Palace (071 -434 0809) ... B Miss 
Saigon: Theatre Royal, Druy Lane (071- 


Michad, the dying king's bastard, is 
beating at the door to his fathers 
apartments, clamouring for recogni- 
tion. and when the dnink Prince 
Rudolph sidles in we quickly grasp the 
nature of the conflict ahead. Michael 
(strong performance by Nicholas 
Geeks) is wrong and reptilian, Ru- 
dolph right but rotten. 

The action takes place in a dozen 
different locations, but the adaptation 




- - 

- l > v<* i.vTl- .Vr: 




Mellinger and Haig: even the higji-flown declarations are convincing 


484 5400) ...□ TTia Mousetrap: 

St Martto'a (071-838 1443) ...BThs 


Phartom of the Opera: Her Majesty's 
(071 -494 5400) ...□ Return to the 


(071 -494 5400) . . . □ Return to the 
Forbidden Ptaneb Cambridge (071 - 
3795299) . .. B Starlight Express: 
Apoto Victoria (071-828 6065) 

□ The Woman In Biaoic Fortune 
(071-8362238). 


CHRISTMAS SHOW: Tony Patrick relishes an evening of old-fashioned Dickensian entertainment 

BUGS by the hundred and tral performance, the women 

by the quire are on offer in this .1 xi T1 f 1 1 II 1 1 S ■ T1 Sill n T t heir chances to make the best 

lly decent Dickens derivation, VJvi-ivJ. VIAU 1X1 rest, from Anna Dawson as a ge 


Tickat ntarmaban an member metres 
supplied by Soctely of West End Theatre 


NEW RELEASES 


CHAPLIN (12); A sidled topersonation 
by Robert Downsy Jr . but Rtohaid 
Attenborough's bitty biographical epe 
never penetrates tar inside the mat or 
his career. * 

Odeon Leicester Square (0428 
915683). 


CINEMA' 

GUIDE 

Geoff Brown’s M 
iflms hi London 
ItKficafod wWi ttx 
on release a crow 

•enmantof 
and (wham 
laymbolG) 
i the country 


INTO THE WEST (pG) Two gypsy 
chidren nda a mysiertous white horse 
Into western Ireland. Wayward but 
engaging: good far okter chfldran. Stars 
Gabnef Byrne, EBen Barton. Director, 

Odeon Haym a rfcat (0428 91 5353). 


♦ COOL WORLD (12) Fronahc, 
si^locahng imed merto exarosa from 
amreaion's wtd man Raftto Bahshl 
Wah Gabnel Byma. Kim Baanger. 

MGM Fulham Rood (071-370 2636) 
MGM Tottenham Court Road (071 -636 
6148) MGM TYocadero (071 -434 
0031). 


TOE PRINCESS AND THE GOBLIN 
(IQ: BantBy arvmatod edition ol George 
MacOonakfs Victorian Hassle about a 
sheltered princess cambteitog gobfins. 
Director, Jozsef Gomes. 

Odeon Kenetagton (p426 914688) 


♦ MG' MONEY (15). Voter*, adkxn 
comedy abouttwo areet puna (Damon 
Wayans and youigerbrodwr Marion) 
raxed op n a credC card baud. Director. 
Peter Macdonald. 

MGM Oxford Street (071-636 0310) 
MGM Trowtora (Q71-434 0031) 
Odeon Itentengten (0428914666) 
Plaza (07t -497 9999] UO Whitateye 
(071-782 3332). 


CURRENT 


« THE MUPPET CHRISTMAS 
CAROL (U) SucoasstU blend ol 
Orotens' story vrith Moppet madness- 
Starring Mchaei Cane as Scrooge 
KemHt as Bob CmtchiL Director, Bnan 
Henson. 

Camden Partomy (071-267 7034) 
MGM BM«r Sheet 0371-935 9772) 
MGM Cheteee (071-352 5096) MGM 
Haymaricet (071 -839 1527) MGM 
Oxford Street (071-836 0310) MGM 
Trocedere (071-4340031) Odeone: 
Kenetagton (0428 914886) 
Mezzanine (0426 915883) 


♦ DEATH BECOMES HER (PG): 

May Smwp and GofcteHawi battle ra 
abate eternal yoah. Ice-cold Mad', 
comedy, uhniatety swenped by special 
effiscia. Stars Bruce W3te; director, 
Robert Zamedds. 

Camden Partway (071 -287 7034) 
Empire (071 -497 9990) MGM Bakar 
Sheet (071 -935 9772) MGM Fuliam 
Road (071-3702636) PCI Whitateye 
(071-792 3332) 

♦ HOME ALONE 2: LOST IN NEW 
YORK (PG) 1 More of the same, with 
extra crudity end a horrid now streak at 
sentrmernaMy WWi Macaulay Cutan. 
Joe Peso, Daniel Stem. Dxectcr, Chrts- 
Cotombus. 

Barbican (071-838 B891) MGM 
Cbaiaea (071-362 5096) Mtai Oxford 
Street (071 -836 0310) Odeone: 
Kenetagton (0426 914666) Wtal End 
(0426 915574) UCt WMteleys (071- 
792 3332) 


♦ OF MICE AND MB4 (PG): 
StetebecKBdaasic Depresalon tale a( 
friendship and macence. John 
Matoovtch as the stow-witted Larne, 
drector Gay Stolse as txs pratecior. 
Sxnpte. sturdy and inoring. 

Conn Weat Bid (071 -439 4805). 

# StSTBl ACT(PG): \Mloopl 
GoUierg hides out to a convert. 
Contrived but disarming, wam-hearted 
oomady. Maggie SmAh as the Mother 
Superior. Diedor, EmBe ArdoSno. 

MGM Chetona (071 -352 5096] MGM 
Oxford Street (071-636 031Q) Odeon*: 
Kanstagton (0426 914688) West End 
(0426 915574) UQ WMteteye (D71-782 
3332). 


HUMBUGS by the hundred and 
carols by the quire are on offer in this 
doggedly decent Dickens derivation, 
which has taken up temporary resi- 
dence at the sign of the Mermaid, hard 
by Blackfriars Bridge, an it please your 
worships. Sony, but alliteration and 
archaisms are only to be expected after 
exposure to this old-fashioned enter- 
tainment The wonder of it is that the 
presumably computer-games-sated 
children in the audience seemed, last 
Monday evening, to enjoy the show 
almost as much as did the adults. 

Ron Pember is credited with die 
musical adaptation and previously 
took die role of Scrooge, inhabited this 
year by Douglas Fielding (yes, Quflley 
in Z Cars and Sergeant Quick in 
EastEnder s). He makes a splendidly 


spry, utterly believ- A Christ 

able and vigorously 

venomous old skin- Me: 

flint After the depie- 

tion of his earlier disappointments in 
life, when the spirits subject him to die 
This Is Your life routine, you cannot 
bdp but feel that any sensitive soul 
would have retreated into himself in 


A Christmas Carol 
Mermaid 


as Carol dozen adults, plus 

seven children (three 
laid teams rotate). They 

are immaculately 

drilled and likely to swing into dose 
harmony at die drop of an aitdi. 

The siow-motion movement and 
ensemble mobbing of Scrooge at 
various points are powerful, and I was 


the same way. “Humbug!”, particular- particularly impressed by their very 


ly when delivered with the relish 
Fielding displays, begins to sound like 
a reasoned response to any meny 


musical mail ooach. complete with 
human horses. AD the instrumental 
music, bar some fiddle playing, is 


suggestion that life is not a matter of provided by Barry Westcott, playing a 


ledgers and frugality. 

- Vanessa Ford’s company indudes a 


grand piano and synthesizer. 
Apart-from Fielding’s excellent cen- 


tral performance, the women sene 
their chances to make the best of the 
rest, from Anna Dawson as a genuine- 
ly affecting Mrs Cratchit and _a 
preposterous Mrs Fezziwig. to Felicity 
Duncan as the wildly different trio of 
Mrs Posset (completely O.T.T.), Belle 
and Mrs Dibler. As the Ghost of 
Christmas Past and as Belinda. Anna- 
bel le Lanyon strikes me as exceptional- 
ly good: direct and true. Jonathan 
Bahar (Monday's Tiny Tim) stayed 
just on the right side of cutesiness. 

John Boulter’s BobCraichirand Ray 
C. Davis’s Fred are so Good they have 
difficulty in remaining likable, but they 
and Arthur Kohn. Mark Feakins, 
Rupert Ingham (the fiddle player) and 
Frank Stirling invest their various roles 
with rousing conviction. 


OPERA: Restoring the music of Monteverdi to its original scale can cause problems in a large auditorium 


SLACKER (151: Cofoge-age layabouts 
to Austin, Texas, want crazy thoughts on 
Ifo the Sraxfa and UFOs Stritong 
dabte by ftavfnaksr Rfclrard UrtCater, 
wall ai amateur cast 
Metro (071-437 0757). 

• STRICTLY BALLROOM (PG): One 
dancer's >0 defy the rules of the 

Austrakan BeOroom Danang 
Federation Eai^enr, nraacaUna debut 
by (Snoot Baz Luhnnann. With Paul 
Mercuno, Tara Morice 
MGM CtteiSM 1071 -352 5096) MGM 
PtecarOy (071-437 3561) Odeon*: 
Kanstagton (0426 914686) 

Meaanlne (0428 915683) Plaza (071- 
497 9998) Ram*- (071-837 8402) 


IN THE opinion of marry, myself 
included, the New London Consort’s 
recent recording for Decca of Monte- 
verdi’s L’Oifeo represented a triumph 
in restoring to the work the circum- 
stance of its original domestic perfor- 
mance. But the Queen Elizabeth Hall 
is hardly a parlour, even on the 
grandiose scale of the Mantuan court, 
and so, as with this same group’s 
account of the 1610 Vespers the other 
week, the work lacked the impact in 
concert that it has on disc The problem 
the group’s director Philip Pickett 
faced was less one of lade of volume or 
body than the reality that many 
(though not all) of the voices could not 
project emotional nuances much fur- 
ther than spitting distance. 


Saved by a dashing hero 


between voices: most obviously. Simon 
Grant's Caronte, though rich in quali- 


In fact, the L»r 

number of singers 
significantly exceed- Queen Ell 

ed that for the Ves- 

pers. so that the choruses, at least, came 
across crisp and fresh and full Neither 


L’Orfeo 

Queen Elizabeth Hall 


[eg its singers, and the 

, - monodiromatic na- 

Lbetn Hall ture of voices such as 

those of Catherine 

Bott (La Musica in the Prologue, and 
afterwards die Messaggiera and Pro- 


ty, stood feebly beside Michael 
George's Plutone, dark and powerful 


were any serious problems of commu- serpina) and of Andrew King (First 


nication encountered in the instrumen- 
tal department Though the cometri 
and sackbuts were in slack form, the 
strings — only a sextet — played 
splendidly, and tire five-strong contin- 
ue team provided a firm and atmo- 
spheric foundation. 

But this opera demands much from 


Spirito, First Pastore, Eco and Apollo), 
however characterful, simply proved 
insufficiently flexible for the task. 
Neither was it helpful that, countering 
Botfs tendency to push the pitch to the 
sharp side, Julia Gooding, as Euridice, 


sang with flat tone and. often, pitch. 
There were also problems of balance 


George's Plutone, dark and powerful 
enough to waken the dead. Chris 
Robson’s Speranza, meanwhile, pos- 
sessed exactly the right Bowman-like 
whiteness of timbre. 

But to be fair Monteverdi does 
reserve much of the best music for hfs 
hero’s role, and here the New London 
Consort struck gold. John Mark 
Ainsley brought to Orfeo a fervency, 
individuality and authority sorely 
missed elsewhere, single-handedly res- 
cuing what might otherwise haw been 
a dullish evening. 


Stephen Pettitt 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


FORTUM BO/OC (771 836 2238 
HOORAY POH HORROR 
AT XMAS 
Sloan fflrt 


I PHOENIX RO/CC 867 1044 887 I ROYAL COURT on tw) I7M 
1 1 1 1/3 44 44 44, (fay 497 9977 1 071 780 1746 






CINEMAS 


CURZ0N MAYFAIR Curran 
■a 071488 8860 EMurivapK- 
■anradan in 70nnn. Anthony 

liiotoSSi Da riSp renlMB 

^■n Q.TeL 

, lM 2-00- *-30. 8J9oUi — , 

L—» W— fc» MO Pgltf PEC 24 


AUMV 071-867 lllfi/867 
11X1 R 071 3*4 44*4 (No FM) 
rttWffg 930 *133/413 3321 

AnX,: E win 

to HOEL COIMIDT 


(■or aortas Ctom Rd. 071 867 
1044 Steotien Rm. Mmmta 
RM tM M teO M to TW CXYWa AUDTVYCHB/Ooc 836 6*04 GU*o 
gA*** «■» j * yo « 7 day 24hr No feel *S7 W? 

wopsrf dec 2* Best Comedy Of Tbc Year 

EStandanl Award Ev8 MatSat* I 
CNo Petarnuuior Dwentaor 24) i 

AUSON JAM 


CONKDY 071 B67 1048 CC 807 
1111 344 4444 tao bkO fen) 
/A9T 9977 taka <M) 

MICHAEL HORDERN 
HELENA BONHAM 
CARTER 

JASON CONNERY 
& SARAH BRIGHTMAN » 
TRELAWNY 


NEIL SIMONS 


MAFTmumr cc 344 4444 
Ofluw BO dr CC 379 8399 Ctm 
930 6I2V413 3331 Nohfcafeeal 

■ BEST MUSICAL 

Eventao Standard Award* 1992 

KBS OF THE 
WOMAN 


WHnjHAU BO/CC 867 1119 
far I 3 ^ 44444/497 9977 
« 07 L BCT 1111 

WHJJAW 

™drH BMon 

HKatS_ ANGELA OOWh 


BO/CC 494 
S44 4444/49 


Mnow THUHB BO 071 928 
22*2 Crpe 071 020 0741 : 24hr cc 
6kg turn Ctn 497 9977 





7*4 Hm 8 Fad Of 

LITTLE VOICE 


OPERA & BALLET 


CMIUKJH BO/cc 839 4488 foe 
24W no feel 344 4444/we With 
feJJOT«J197 9977 Cm 9306123 

HUM PATERSON 

MISERY 

tell on SMDfean Ktnfll novel 
Wntun A dir. by stmoo Moor# 


D.ANCTNG at LUGHNASA 

writer In dtot* NVTtnoi 

Moa-sy a Mate 7Wr 3 Bat 4 


Tern 7.18 PY — AL Kta by Shaw 
TOdar 10.48 «t 2.18 DHAOOH A 
FWry Tate with aewa by 
Ymany Bbvan* In a new Eno- 
Uah wHUa by Alan Cu mm ao 
and m e 
COTRILOE 

TraT 7 JO BUY UAR a comedy 
by Hafth watartiouse 
& Wflaa Haa 


PLAYHOUSE 0714139 4401 Fat 
839 8142 CC no fee; 34* 
6123 

08 A FARCE” D.Ttoaw yh 

ouavu DfcxnSoa 

Mate HaS 

VW7HAM HtoS 

„ . 8 AY COONEY 


OPERA & BALLET 


A K* -Today "Exceuent" on, 

MURDER BY 

m^dventure 

""nsss 


iTfitelhll 

ttAMG 


1 MATE TODAY 
m AT 3-00 


NATIONAL TWMTK BO on 
928 2282 1^620 <7741 

Rodger* and Hammereteln'm 

CAROUSEL 

Totll 7 JO Sat 2.1 B A 7JO 


COUSEUM 071 8 S 8 3161 cc 071 
240 G288 CC 1 SI Can 071 240 


If Yoa Can Tab IT S. TN 
Erne 8. Wad Mat 3. Sat Mat 4 
OteB— Eva Part at 8 


Today 3-00 A 7,30 t uwl Pnfll I /1 171 CC 344 4444 CtM^^fem) 


EEaSES 3 ' V'lJ 


FROM A JACK 


THE NUTCRACKER 

Mat 2-30 Pasarku 
M w wd. vivas 
Tmrt T M Jcwtae. 
AjroaJM, nmebenko 



MNMON ce HOTLINE 071413 
1411 C24lirO MIonHU BP <771 
660 8845/9862 

PAUL NICHOLAS m 
BARNUM 

“ M (to Poe Baal 
Stow on Mi" Du dtp 


A N .IDEA L HUSBA ND 

Stoja ff ^fa^ a rA” 

taa OtatM- & Times 
E va 7 4 3 Mm TbtJ 3.0 SU 4.0 
EXTRA XMAS MAT TODAY 
» PEC 28 AT IN 



IN TOWN- Snectaba- 

n RUNS IN THE FAMILY 

■as sjsjrgsar ^i, 

*MSL t Sig, 1 B i 


Shaw 4 a Earth" D. Cap 
Unto Fib 27 Evga 7.30 Mata 
*!ab A Gats 3-OOorn Tiuai aa 
M» P* owl T- Hb part Dac 28 


HAYNUUUOrr THEATRE ROYAL 
on 930 8800 one cc no bfcg fea? 
071 344 4444 (wan bkg fee; 

ROBERT LINDSAY 

"SWBB-d am 

"A SHBO N Q STMnndp 





rt SSt y aw 8987 . 

.Credit Card* 24br 497 9977 
AJ71 344 4444 Qa 900 6123 
Kbn Ota — A j gBPtoSar 
i_enQans peruanunes and bans 
of tec anneal” DaOy rnnail 
Bratatt teixo * f taBLcver 
•core" Duty MU 


BOYAL OPERA HOUSE 071 24 
1066/1911. sunamr Into 036 
6903 S CC 68 ampbl tub 
■van cm the day. 

THX ROYAL MUST 
TORT 7 JO Sax 2JS0 8 7 JO 


SADCJBTS WEILS 071-270 8916 
Fuat oai 94 lire 7 days 240 7200 
LONDON CITY BALLET 
tWilwlim Bait/ La* Padnaan/ 
Tba WIKto uf Tnday 2JS0 A 7JS0 
From Men 28 Roane & Jolat 


APOLLO Shafte*' Ava. Rax CMT. cc 
2*br/T day* 071 494.8070 cc 
(UCB fee) 071 344 4444/497 99T7 
Eve* ELIS. 6at 6 A Q>W5. 

No* 24/36 Doc 

PETER 0T00LE 
OUR SONG 

by Rato Wafeibrnna 

Dir ected by Rad Shanin 
■gwgwgjwr D. MU 


OtURY LAN E THEATRE ROYAL 
ceCBkn fee) 24hr 7 days 071 494 
6001/3*4 44 fl 4/ a aO 7200/379 
9901 GTOB 831 8828/494 8484 

MISS SAIGON 

“THE CLASSIC LOVS 8T0BY 
OF OUR TUB- 


CYRANO 


m mv i w 

y/ 'f T ; 7!r ‘ . ' .T 


THEATRES 


AOBJPHI 071 836 7611 CC 071 
344 4444/379 9901 Ftret CaD 
24nr cc 071 497 9977 (no bits 
feel crotn 071 930 6123 

MUST HD It JAN 1893 

ME AND MY GIRL 

THE LAMBETH WALK 
MUSICAL 

NMUty at 7 JO Mats Wed 
at a jo A SM *3 0 A 81X3 

THEHAP9KST SMW M 




OU> VK 071 923 7616 CC 24tir 
n <*erf no MB fee 07 1 344 
4444/071 497 9977/379 9901 

OSCAR hammerst o n in 

carmen jones ' 

Mode by Steal 

Dtneted brttxHMtw 

WINNER OF 8 MAJOR 
AWARDS taatadtea 




J ■■ ■ PI L' , : 


QUBterS BO & CC 071 494 GQ41 
too ton fete 497 
9977/344 4444 Oram 930 


toS'SaitSV 

RADIO TIMES 

“A oitter tom OdI 

THE IDEAL MUSICAL 

Sutatay Tbnoa 

Mon-Pn 7JSO 


THE PHANTOM OF 


CAa 071-481 1920 


To Place your entertainment 
adven in THE TIMES 


DUCHESS ci 071 49* 8070 CC 
344 4444 (na bbg fec)/ 8 S 6 2428 
(bfeg feel Group* 071-413 3321 
Eves 8 pm. Wad nut Som 
Si Bprn A 0.302401 Dec Spm 
MW H ITS a» YEAR 
-A SAUCY COMEDY" E. Std 


LES MKERABLES 


2J0 NO KVYPgff- 


ADGLPHI 

SUNSET BOULEVARD 

OPBSS SM JUK IMS 


SKI 


DONT DRESS 
FOR DINNER 


LYHIC. Shafts Awa 80 8 cc 071 
494 S04S cc 071 5*4 4444 AH tel 
Unas 24hr/7 dajra DUN) feaL 
CC497 9977 Gna 071 9306133 

Ha Jotet Nnar Sucm Jonpta 


E ra» 7J 0 MMB.TBU A Eat 2 J» 

1XTHA XMAS MAT TODAY 

•l town at s^b- 


FIVE GUYS 






FORBIDDEN PLANET 

MaR-TtW 8 FTf & Sat G 4> 8-30 
AH aaatt £9.50 Ftl Open only 
LAST 3 WKB. B BS NATIONAL t, 
LOCAL PRESS FtM TOLIR INFO 

TOMOR Scan ONLY 
MON 4.30 A 8JO 


THE OUVm AWARD 
WMMfflM MUSICAL 
3B> GREAT YEAR 
Moo -Tlm 8 FTI b Sat HI 6 a 8*8 
NO PBFS TOMOR EXTRA XMAS 
MATS TODAY A MK SB AT RM 


ometed to DMd Wi 


[BOOKING UNTO. END APR *93 

APPLY DAILY HM RETURNS 


Today ltjjjNMAaoa 7j 


To place ygw 

ENTERTAINMENT advert In 

THE TIMES 

TRADE 071 -OS I 1920 
FAX 071-481 9313 
TELEX 928088 
PRIVATE 071-481 4000 


■oval Shakespeare 
COMPANY LONDON 0371 638 
8891 CC Mon - Sun ftaaftml 
SARBjCAN THEATRE 
YMS COMEDV OF ERNOM 
Toni 7.00 
The pit. 

Y*® OJTT Of T»* QOROOfl 

sniATTCnMiPmuuraM mm 
998833 « Men • 8 M 9fe o8aml 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE^ 
_ T HEAT RE 

THlMERRY WIVES 
OrwiNDMI 

Tent 7 JO. Sat 1 JO A 7JO 
_ 8 Wm THEATRE: 

TA—UW A W E TOE QRSAT 
Twrt 7 JO. eat l JO a 7jo 

THE OTHER PLACE: 
THEOOYM EY Mon Dec 2S 7 JO 


A CHRISTMAS 
Sl'.ASO’N 
of RO\I. LXCF.. 
DRAMA - 
DlA.lGin 


Romeo 
& Juliet 


lo‘i Patineurs 
The Witchboy 
Donizetti Variations 
Graduation Ball 




W ODYSSEY Mon cm 
Mau/rtoW/HoM p» 
0789 614999. 


1 '«'»■* w M jlC'A-X-'A'-.bto'!? 

LIMITED^SEASON . MUST END 2 JAN 

■SADLER S WELLS 

Box Office: 071 278 8916 
First Call: 071 240 7200 (z-hr, fck9 (cc) 


«Cn>MA PALACE Bor Off A CC 
tefe toB fee) 071 834 1317 CC 
CbkafeaXCT 1-3*4 *444/2*07200 
Qtaipa 071 930 6133 

_ BUDDY 

lh *£ga£F£r i 

Bun Tel 

BUDDY 

Mon-Ttmr 8.00 FTI BJO A 8 JO 

am «no a a jo 

AUjMATB Hi PRICE 
FMQAY 8 JO PERF 

SBnATKMlAL YIAR 
•narawraiFoiiHAMCfe 
_ BOOWW TNHOUOM ajp 


'SPJtaHAMS 0O/CC 867 1118 

Jg*™ ofimL 47 1111 

travels with 

MY AUNT 

. -yo mAin 


YOOHO VIC 071 928 6363 U 344 


TO PLACE YOUR 

entertainments 

ADVERTISEMENT IN 

THE TIMES 

TRADE advertisers 

TEL: 071-481 1920 

ADVERTISING FAX NO 
071-481 9313 


TELEX 

925088 

PM Y^3 rE ft ^ DVERT ISERS 

TEL: 071-481 4000 


YOU MAY USE YOUR \rrp« 

amexd.nersorm^S 
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Shedding light on the history of design as well as of sport: among the trophies on show at the V&A are (left to right) the Ladies Championship Challenge Plate; the Sir Charles Wakefield Trophy for Maximum Speed; the Calcutta Cup 


T he FA Cup. the Ashes, the Ascot 
Gold Cup. the Schneider Tro- 
phy and such are so familiar as 
concepts that perhaps few stop to 
wonder what they actually look like, or 
have more chance to find out than a 
distant glimpse of presentation in News at 
Ten. In any case, for most sports 
enthusiasts the physical shape of the prize 
is immaterial, the glory of winning all. 

Nevertheless, the opportunity of seeing 
virtually every sporting trophy anybody 
has ever heard of. gathered together in 
one place, must provoke a little curiosity in 
even the most spiritual of sportsmen. The 
Victoria and Albert's show Sporting 
Glory, which offers just such an occasion, 
should be a surefire attraction for them. It 
also presents so much gold and silver and 
. silver-gilt that the audience for “treasures" 
of any origin might be persuaded to turn 
out. But how about those who go to the 
V&A primarily for the loftier pleasures of 
an and design? Nothing much in it 
surely, for them? 

Ah, well, that could be a grave mistake. 
How many realise, for instance, that in 
this show they can actually see the 
Eglinton Trophy, designed and carried 
through by friends of Lord Eglinton to 
commemorate (and presumably comfort 
him for) the disastrous Eglinton Tourna- 
ment rained out in 1 837 but nevertheless 


Cups that we have cheered 


the most famous piece of early 19th- 
century romantic medievalism. The tro- 
phy itself. designed in elegant Neo-Gothic 
style by Edmund CotteriH stands eight 
feet high, took four years to make, is of 
solid silver and cost £1 ,775 then, which is 
estimated at over £1 million in modem 
terms. The effect is staggering even if you 
have never heard of die tournament (in 
any case, the catalogue explains it aO). and 
certainly a design landmark of a sort. 

Look further back, and there are more 
intriguing sidelights on the history of 
design. Take the succession of Richmond 
Race Cups made between 1759 and 
1792. To begin with, they are very curly 
and flouncy and rococo. By the 1790$ 
they are a model of Neo-Classical re- 
straint As they are displayed, eight of 
them side by side, one can see tastes 
shifting and changing. And right in the 
middle there is the 1 766 Richmond Cup. 
a design specially commissioned from 
Robert Adam and representing a water- 
shed in the return to true classical feeling. 
One could hardly ask for a more vivid way 


John Russel 1 Tayior reviews a glittering show of 
cups, trophies and shields created to reward 
sporting achievements since the 1 8th centuiy 


of making design history spring to life. 

One or the curiosities of 19th-century 
nomenclature is that sporting trophies 
were almost inevitably known as “cups", 
whether or not they included anything 
which could even theoretically contain 
liquid. Many of these Victorian “cups" 
were in fad full-bodied, free-standing 
sculptures, and again it is illuminating to 
see such as the National Challenge 
Trophy (for rifle shooting) of 1866. a 
stirring allegorical composition represent- 
ing Peace and War to either side of a 
central pedestal, or foe Queen’s Cup 
(1848) which is actually a spirited 
“Moorish" (actually bull-fighting) scene of 
a picador charging a bull, designed by 
CotteriH He, incidentally, was dearly a 
resourceful sculptor whose name would 


probably be much better known if he had 
not spent his last 27 years in virtual 
anonymity as principal designer for 
Garrard. 

Hardly less sculptural are such actual 
cups for horse-racing as the Beaufort Cup 
(1866), which features scenes from foe 
lives of Charles I and II surmounted by a 
figure of John of Gaunt or the Tennyson 
Vase, designed by Henry Hugh Armstead 
with scenes from The Idylls oj the King in 
high relief, and shown in the Paris 
Exposition UniverseDe of 1867. At the 
end of the 19th century we can see 
demonstrated another design revolution, 
with foe sudden drastic simplification 
introduced by C.R. Ash bee and his Guild 
of Handicraft, where high Victorian 
omateness is replaced by Arts and Crafts 


simplicity and the localisation of orna- 
ment to a few strategically placed Art 
Nouveau details, as in foe Kennard 
Jubilee Cup for golf ( 1 902). 

The 20th century brings much more 
stylistic uncertainty. Many of the dullest 
trophies, hopefully echoing past glories, 
date from foe last 75 years, as well as, 
admittedly, some appealingly bizarre 
extravaganzas, such as the Empire Exhi- 
bition Trophy ( 1 938). a silver miniature of 
foe Deco main tower of foe exhibition 
itself. It would be impossible to guess what 
sport this was intended for (football, as it 
happens), and in tins it falls into a 
respectable tradition: how would one 
know that the Calcutta Cup (1 878). with 
two cobras for handles and an elephant 
on top. is for rugby union, or the Ladies’ 
Singles Championship Challenge Plate 
(1864). allegorising Temperance, for 
tennis? 

At least with the most funereal of recent 
designs, John Harwood’s De Beer Dia- 
mond Day Cup (1 99 1 ). in grey and white 
marble, you could guess from the inset 


holograms that it had something to do 
with horses. But then again, you might 
not wish to know. 

One might not hope for too much from 
very recent design, since foe normal 
conditions of commission tend to drive foe 
artist-craftsmen concerned either into an 
anaemicaljy tasteful Neo-Georgian, or 
bade irresistibly into the mind-set of the 
Festival of Britain — possibly because that 
was foe last period at which those 
legendary men in the street {or the 
boardroom) felt altogether at ease with foe 
latest design had to offer. 

On the other hand, the ascendancy of 
Deco between the wars was absolutely 
ideal for the trophy market especially if 
what was required had to reflect foe idea 
of speed with a bit of smooth streamlin- 
ing. The Sir Charles Wakefield Trophy 
for Maximum Speed, created by Phoebe 
Stabler in 1 929 — there is even a picture 
of her doing it — has it all: an allegorical 
winged figure flinging herself into action 
as draperies stream out behind, all in 
gleaming gold. Great art or not foe 
conviction of the design is unmistakable. 

• Sporting Gkny. at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum. Cromwell Road. SW7 (071-589 
6371). Mon-Sat, JOamSJOpm. Sun noon- 
530pm . unn7 February 14 (closed tomorrow, 
Friday and Saturday). Sponsored by Courage. 
Admission £4.95. concessions £3.50. 


What’s Czech for Ealing comedy? 


That 1955 British 
film classic. The 
Ladykillers, has 
just been staged 
in Prague — as an 
opera. Report 
by Philip Kemp 

A lec Guinness, snaggle- 
toothed and sepulchral, 
looms up af the door of a 
rickety little house near St Pancras 
Station. “Mrs Wflberforoe? I un- 
derstand you have rooms to let" 
The film is The Ladykillers, 
Alexander Mackendridds 1955 
black comedy, in which Guinness 
and his gang of ruthless but 
accident-prone crooks are de- 
stroyed by the staunch Victorian 
values of one little old lady. But The 
Ladykillers isn’t just the last of the 
great Ealing comedies. It is also 
probably the only British film ever 
to be turned into an opera 
Around I960, when the film 
reached Prague, it was seen by the 
Czech composer IJja Humik. 
Humik, then in his thirties, had 
composed plenty of orchestral and 
chamber music, but had never hit 
an the right subject for an opera, “i 
knew I wasn't heroic enough to 
write atragic drama — neither did 1 
feel lyrical enough for a fairy-tale, 
nor funny enough for ait opera 
buffa. 

"Then one day 1 went to the 
dnema, and found my heroine 
there. I liked the story because in it 
good triumphs over evil, without 
any rattling of sabres or heroes 
swelling with pride." 

Working to his own libretto, 
Humik remoulded the film into his 
first opera. Dama a lupiti (The 
Lady and the Robbers). A hit at its 
1 967 premiere in Pilsen. it enjoyed 
several revivals in Czechoslovakia 
and East Germany. 

And with the latest production, 
amid the baroque splendour of the 
National Theatre in Prague, foe 
English connection has been re- 
cstifolishcd. The revival has been 
mounted as part of the English 
National Opera’s Baylis outreach 
programme; with an English tram 
in charge: director David Sulkin 
and designer Befoia Jane Green. 

Sulkin. back from Prague where 
Humik’s opera is playing in reper- 
tory to enthusiastic audiences, 
speaks of the romposfr with affec- 
tion. “He’s a wonderfully elegant 
courtly character, with beautiful 
old-world manners — very gener- 
ous in his attitude to his work. He 
said: ‘I finished writing this opera a 



Rather than distorting the spirit of the original film (above). Dja Humik’s operatic treatment of 
The Ladykillers (below), is a beguiling blend of Czech absurdism and English subarban Gothic 



ig time ago — and now it is 
ns, to do what you like with’." 
Sulkin and Green decided to 
itroduce some of the uftra- 
glish detail of foe onginal film, 
ments of its world of dotty 
rerannirated Victorianism. 
sen’s set design for the house 
rgests, 3S Sulkin puis it, a 
stare of a bird-cage, a prison, a 


handstand and St Pancras Station. 
ITs a symbol of foe world foe old 
lady was bom into, of foe empire 
and foe Great Exhibition, ail (hat 
elaborate, terribly British wroughi- 
iron work." 

Inevitably. Humik’s libretto 
takes liberties with foe film's plot 
The criminals still pose as a 
chamber-music group — but there 


are only four of them, not five, 
playing a Haydn quartet instead of 
the famous Boccherini minuet The 
old lady has a neighbour. Mr 
MacDonald, whom she denounces 
to the police for mistreating his cat 
(very English, but with maybe awry 
side-glance at foe informers of pre- 
Dubcek Prague). And foe police 
inspector is no bluff Jack Warner 
type, but a melancholy figure who 
hates his job. yearning to be home 
in foe paddock with has horses. 

But none of these changes, dis- 
torts foe spirit of the film. Rather. 
Humik adds a further dimension, 
creating a beguiling blend of Czech 
absurdism and English suburban 
Gothic: The music — written in a 
modem but highly accessible idiom 
— is engagingly witty. Sound effects 
are ingeniously composed into the 
score: parrots, phone conversations, 
trains thundering past tbe ram- 
shackle house, all graphically repre- 
sented in music 

So will The LadykUters soon be 
returning, musically enhanced, to 
Britain? Humik may be little 
known over here (undeservedly so, 
if this opera is anything to go by), 
but enough people know and love 
foe film to ensure an audience. As 
yet there are no plans for a transfer, 
but Sulkin is optimistic 

“It could be an appropriate 
project for quite a number of 
companies, not only English Nat- 
ional' Opera. There’s this great 
upsurge of interest in opera just 
now, and here’s an ideal commer- 
cially viable project all ready to go. 
It's not a musical pretending to be 
■ opera — it’s a real opera, but with 
great popular appeal Given a good 
translation, it might even run in the 
West End." 


RADIO REVIEW: Updike reads Updike, and other Gothic tales 


T here are a lot of short stories 
being told on BBC radio this 
Christmas — an excellent 
use of foe airwaves— and one of foe 
best so far has been John Updike’s. 
The Afterfife, read by foe author 
himself (Radio 3. Saturday). 
Updike was in England during die 
great storm of 1 987, and used foe 
experience in this story. 

An American couple, fiftyish. 
come to visit another American 
couple who are living in a cottage in 
Norfolk Updike knows his Eng- 
land so well, yet can still catch the 
American surprise at tilings 
English. 

The turning point in die story is 
when tbe visiting husband. Carter, 
falls down the stairs in the darkness 
on foe first night unable to find foe 
“toggle fight”. He thinks he is 
going to be killed, then finds 
himself standing upright on foe 
landing, apparently saved by foe 
newel post 

Tbe next day foe intrepid hostess 
takes them out driving round the 
countryside, in spite of the mount- 
ing gale. Carter watches curious 
lines of dust being blown up foe dry 
fields, sees the limbs of trees strewn 
across roads: the earth seems to 


Storms 
in the 
ether 

have lost its moorings. 

But the changes are not just 
outside him: h is as though, after 
“putting on wings" as he Ml 
downstairs, he is now leaving his 
old life behind him. When they get 
back to the cottage his host rushes 
out, crying “My God, where have 
you people been?" But Carter is 
surprised and amused that he does 
not understand “that they were 
beyond all that now”. 

The story uses the gale brilliantly 
to bring out the transformation in 
Carter — yet it is always a 
recognisable English gale (deftly 
transferred here from autumn to 
spring). Updike read the story with 
easy pace and perfect darity, unem- 
phatically letting its strangeness 
takeover. 


Three talks this week by Philip 
Dodd are attempting to describe 
The Gothic Imagination (Radio 3). 
They range from its obvious begin- 
nings in books like Mary Shelley's 
Frankenstein to films such as 
Hitchcock’s Psycho. Unfortunately 
Dodd takes a rather old-fashioned 
academic approach, tracing recur- 
ring themes and supposed influ- 
ences. rather than asking in any 
critical way how the monsters and 
murders serve the purposes of foe 
very different types of tale. 

His most interesting quotation is 
from an Angela Carter story which 
turns Utile Red Riding Hood on its 
head, with foe girl laughing at foe 
wolf, taking off all her clothes and 
throwing herself at him. Updike 
could have got a mention, too — 
“The Afterlife’’ might be seen as a 
Gothic tale, making foe most subtle 
use of darkness and mystery, 
though in my view it does not really 
help to label it that way. 

Actually, the most Gothic thing 
about these talks is Dodd's heavy, 
wet, lugubriousvofee. I wondered if 
blood was not dripping from his 
lips on to his script 

Derwent May 


ROCK REVIEW: Alan Jackson joins a happy crowd at a Squeeze concert 


Tucking in to salt and vinegar 


A lthough billed as an acoustic 
evening, the three hours of 
entertainment headlined by 
Squeeze tilted away from conven- 
tional notions of guitar-based mini- 
malism and heavily towards the 
kind of plate-throwing party atmo- 
sphere encouraged in certain 
Greek, restaurants. Chris Braides. a 
young singer-songwriter champi- 
oned by foe top band’s Glenn 
Tflbrook. has material melodic yet 
thoughtful, which shows him to 
have a highly original turn of 
phrase. A debut album is forthcom- 
ing. 

Following him was a man whose 
music attracted many adjectives 
during his 1 970s heyday, yet never 
once “thoughtful” or “acoustic”. 
Roy Wood, originally of The Move, 
latteriy of Wizzard, appears exactly 
the same at 46 as he did at 26 — 
largely invisible beneath a moun- 
tain of hair and a luxuriant 
moustache. A fen pointed out 
excitedly that he and nis eccentric 
band of players and singers ran 
through dose on 20 songs hi the 
course of a 45-minute set, all but 
one of them Top 20 hits. I t would 
be unseasonaDy grumpy to say that 
every one sounded exactly foe 
same, including the sole item of 
new material — the usual raucous 
stamper. this time tided “Kiss Me 
Goodnight Boadicea". 



Squeeze: Tilbrook and Difford are first and second left front 


Squeeze, in a 90-minute set. 
married the best dements of both 
preceding ads with a nicely-judged 
and executed performance pro- 
pelled by Tflbrook's winning perso- 
na and solid but unflashy ri ng in g 
and playing dolls: Elements of 
Braides’s quiet lyricism and foe 
picture postcard humour Wood 
aspires to are combined in old 
favourites such as “Cool For Cats" 
and “Up The Junction" — each a 
rare example of colloquial yet 
articulate pop song writing, and 
with a bitter-sweet experience of life 


discernible between their respective 
lines. More recent material proved 
foe enduring worth of Tilbiook's 
partnership with fellow band mem- 
ber Chris Difford. 

Thar foey can fill foe (closure- 
threatened) Town and Country to 
capacity for three nights running 
without any recent hits to galvanise 
foe box office says much about the 
appeal of Squeeze. And that their 
satt-and^vinegar view of London 
life kept one of foe year's most 
good-natured crowds rapt through- 
out, only underlines the point 
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Do not let burglars have a merry Christmas at your expense. Nigel Buxton reports 


OffSSM n lull t ~r_ 



Outwit the opportunist 


C hristmas may be wel- 
comed by many 
people as the festive 
season, but in the 
eyes of the police and the 
insurance companies it is also 
the felonious season. 

December and early Janu- 
ary normally see a significant 
increase in domestic burglary. 
Housewives absent for long 
shopping expeditions, busi- 
nessmen and businesswomen 
staying late for office celebra- 
tions, people away on holiday 
and out at parties, attractive 
presents conveniently assemb- 
led for collection from the 
sitting room while the house- 
holders are having a diink 
with the people next door all 
offer special temptation to 
potential thieves. 

What can the householder 
do about it? lodes and bolts 
constitute an indispensable 
part of the answer according to 
both the police and insurance 
underwriters, but there are 
also a whole range of other 
recommended measures. 

“The battle is psychological 
as much a physical,” says PC 
Stephen Gooding, the crime 
prevention officer for Guild- 
ford, Surrey. All authorities 


agree that most domestic bur- 
glaries are not carefully pre- 
meditated crimes committed 
by dedicated professionals; 90 
per cent are carried out by 
"amateurs” aged between 1 7 
and 24 responding to more or 
less casually perceived oppor- 
tunity. The typical burglar, 
says Chief Inspector Peter 
Seaman, crime prevention of- 
ficer for Hertfordshire, is aged 
14 to 17 and living within a 
mile or two- of the property he 
or she robs. 

“The first principle of sec- 
urity is to minimise opportuni- 
ty”, says Inspector John 
Houlgare of Scotland Yard, 
head of a “Secure by Design” 
team. Inspector Houlgate and 
colleagues in nine other police 
forces in the South East are 
encouraging architects, build- 
ers and. developers to take 
more account of security fac- 
tors. “Blind spots” such as 
entrance passages and con- 
cealed rear areas, ought to be 
“designed out"; good all- 
round fields of vision ought to 
be designed in. 

For the householder, die 
concomitant advice is to make 
it difficult for a criminal to 
work without fear of being 


seen. Prevent easy access to 
seduded gardens or patios; 
more .than 60 per cent of all 
domestic break-ins occur at the 
back of houses. Put him (bur- 
glars are almost always male) 
at risk by installing lights that 
are automatically activated 
after dark by anyone 
approaching either the front 


Of 400 

burglaries only 
two involved 
houses with 
alarm boxes 


or rear of the premises. 

Are external visible alarm 
boxes worth installing? The 
police consensus is that they 
are; even if they do nothing 
else they may scare off the 
faint-hearted opportunist and 
there are a lot more faint- 
hearted would-be criminals 
about than people might 
pose. Of 400 burglaries in 
Horsham area of West Sussex 
during the past two years only 


two involved houses where an 
alarm box was visible. “Why 
risk going for a property that 
looks as if it's protected when 
there are plenty that look as if 
they're’ not?” says PC Mike 
Moore, from Horsham police. 

There is general agreement 
too, about marking property 
and letting the would-be crim- 
inal know that you have done 
so. The Horsham police say: 
“If a burglar sees a window 
sticker saying that anything 
worth stealing inside has. been 
post-coded with an ultra-violet 
marker it at least makes that 
particular place a good less 
deal attractive than a lot of 
other possibilities." 

“It’s very important not to 
look like a soft touch; to turn 
your property into what the 
casual criminal will be likely to 
consider a bad bet” PC 
Gooding at Guildford says. 

One of the prime precau- 
tions is to deter burglars from 
choosing your house rather 
than someone else’s, accord- 
ing to foe criminologist Dr 
Trevor Bennett of Cambridge 
University. He reached this 
view after interviews with con- 
victed burglars. Foremost of. 
all deterrents, he concluded. 
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KILBUIUI NW6. 2 bedroom Mot 
newly convened. GCH. tone 
fc-aac. SUCAJOaa. 071 326 4BI7 


WILLESDEN 2 bed IM tar 
InunrdUV HleXmMa ana. 

Ural location, daw to tube ft 
CCH. 081 069 6660 


CITY & WEST END 


FOB QUICK SALE. Now lutty 
furnblwd 2 or 3 bed flat. 
Sumy. Oom iq Cdgramra 
Bond. 112 year lease. 
£180.000 Tel 071 723 BBdS. 


BARBICAN 


Pr op erties avaBabte 
from approx. £65.000 
Daytime caH 071 628 
4848 or 071 628 4341 
Evening cal 
071628 4372 


SPACIOUS FIRST 
FLOOR 

GEORGIAN 

FLAT 

ia moot frnn-fiaod port of Graf 
Oraiood Street, WC1. 
£149,000 
Tet 

0714044566 


BEDFORDSHIRE 


2 BED CWMB. Grade n Deled. 
Otdct vlttKH vdih caw eccraa to 
Ml U13I A 2 BR London UM 
No chain £67.000. Pin (0626) 
280 7S9 


RETIREMENT 

HOMES 


GOING ABROAD? 



EAST ANGLIA 


OtSS ia miles. Early 18 U 1 
century tanner Priory, 
historical connections. Stylish. 
wmMiutKdly maintained, a 
•cm. 2 . 750 sq fL OufMd»o> 8 
hedrms. 3 Donums, on ch_ Rrf 
1148 £23*000. Than Mg 
Game Jr Son Djm 0379 641341 


KENT 


14«ti CENTURY, a bed character 
detached house In middle o t 
charming vStego iChortngl. 
rx posed beams. Constructed 
brick nnu. peg TO? roof. Park- 
ing. No garden. 2 ndns station. 
£49.960 Freehold. 0230 
740632 or 0632 831028. 


MIDLANDS 


WORKSOP A late Victorian 
MUad residence bi aaorad- 
mauty 1 aero, with Durance 
Hoil a Reception Booms. 
Study. KJldhen and Utntty 
Room. Sun Lounge. 4 m 
Floor Bedrooms wttn 4 Bath- 
rooms. 4 Further Second Door 
Rooms and Bathroom SHoaied 
on me edoe of me Dufcertes wtib 
noon to Watbeck Abbey Estate 
ted near to the A1 and Ml me 
tommy network hmettens. 
Ptonnino permission nor Num- 
taO Home. Price and illustrated 
brachari - mu o u t te 0909 
601338 


SCOTLAND 


HOUSE PLOTS 

FOR SALE 

ATTRACTIVE 

LOCATION 

Wagt nf Scotland 
Near Oban 

0312258685 


SOMERSET & AVON 


SOMERSET 
CI7 Grade U fated former 

fanloe. 5 bah. MKkabap. sc. 

snrrooaded by m own pim- 
ODtO. 4295.000 
A period sune born nidi pjL 
in a sed gde d ratal setting with 
weepies viewv Load fa xp 
«*. OIKO- £ 170 X 00 
3hdeoo.UK profitable catten. 
OIRO. XI98jOOD 1 
For farther deeds ft other 
properties let 0963 SISriS 


WALES 


SWANSEA Victorian 

overlooking 


Renovated io nw standard. 6 
beds. 3 bams. 2 MKltens. etc. 
Carden, oa r me . CtUOM. No 
chain. Tel: 0792 5873 IS ev 


FRANCE 


CAP FERRAT 

St Jean Cap Ferrat 


Prestige Estate, 7 
beds vRIb, guest house 
lodge, parks, pool on 
peninsula overlooking 
Monte Carlo and 
taSan Coast Reduced 
to French Francs 45m. 


with UK 
property/txisiness or 
USA property. 

Tet 0864 840664 
Fax: 0684 840304 


COUNTRY PROPERTY 


ST PETER’S COURT 
SIDMOUTH, DEVON 

A NEW DEVELOPMENT OF i 7 SHELTERED 
APARTMENTS OCCUPYING AN OUTSTANDING 

POSITION IN THE VERY HEART OF SELECT 
SIDMOUTH. AN UNSPOILT RESORT ON THE SOUTH 
DEVON COAST. IMMEDIATELY ADJOINING THE 
SHOPPING CENTRE AND ESPLANADE, EiKtl flat 
comprises 2 bedrooms, lounge, kitchen and bathroom. The 
■ majority with private balcony. Some with pm vim. Double 
glazing. Central heating. Pxrnog spaces available. Lift to all 
Qom, Lew BBwtHwwr 

PRICE £49,500 TO £79,500 

PETER ELEY, ESTATE AGENTS, 

100 HIGH STREET. SIDMOUTH, DEVON, 
EX 10 8EF. TEL: 0395 579995 


RELOCATION 


LOOKING to son. buy. rani or 
OKtunoe your taperty 9. can 
Link Up Properties NaUonv 
Ud Tat . Q444 467999 


FRANCE 


Anrnaee Juan Me Pina. Vary 
rare 187 ran Oat with private 

ISO tom garden Cpooo cHraeUy 

on the bench. Tel: 01033 1 4S 

66 64 17 or 01033 1 44 17 96 

49 Faac 01033 1 47 83 78 33 


DORDOGMe 16m Brtve. Farm- 
house. Bedroom, kitchen, ttvtng 
room, bathroo m rooms for 
renov. Bled floor. RrtM _ 
Vaulted cedar, bam. CSOc. C. 
Rcblera. GES 27820 
BourtanerouMo <F). 


REST OWNS i 
France. Full design and bolld 
service (or any protect iBlng ihe 
be« or BrtttRi and French mates 


strict budgets. 
- Investment 
id. Tot 


SPAIN 


rural 

and vfBag*. soutnem and norm 
cm Spam. MV 0444 412661 


SWITZERLAND 


SWISS SPECIALISTS Chateta. 


SoUGlora 93 Ports* 


NW1 7PP 071 4668811 


USA. 


r Ommtumticg, 
Take tetvantaoe or eycenmu 
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was occupation of the house, 
or a convincing appearance of 
occupation. 

“It stands to reason.” says 
PC Neil Bumfbrd, crime pre- 
vention officer for Maiden- 
head, in Berkshire. “If you’re 
going to burgle someone’s 
property you’re more likely to 
try and do it when you think 
they're not there than when it 
looks as if they're at home ” 
Eighty per cent of burglaries, 
he says, are committed m day- 
light. -with late afternoon 
being the criminals’ favourite 
time. L&e afternoon is when 
mast people who go out to 
work have not yet come home 
and when mothers have gone 
to fetch the children from 
school. 

Giving the appearance of 
occupation is easier than it 
used to be. Switches that are 
programmable or lighfrsensi- 
tive can be used to turn the 
rhriamfli tree flluminaiions 
on and off, seemingly at 
random. Radios can be con- 
trolled by the same means. ■ 
and a' tape recording of a 
iasbeensui_ 
ed as being useful — condi- 
tional upon an understanding 
with the neighbours. 

Leaving the car in the 
driveway at home instead of in 
die garage or at the airport 
when going on a skiing holi- 
day is not recommended fry 
PC Moore at Horsham. One 
person who did that was not 
only burgled bui lost his 
jaguar as wdL And of course it 
is no good programming the 
lights but leaving the curtains 
open so that after dusk anyone 
can see the spot-lit Cezanne 
over the sideboard or the 
Fragonard over die fireplace. 

And remember “Ladders”, 
says a Home Office advice 
sheet blandly, “should never 
be left lying around for use by 
unauthorisai persons." Quite 
so. 


Unlock the property 
chain with a swap 

Fed up with waiting for that elusive buyer? Hoxng_ 


exchanges are looking increasingly attractive 


W! 


’hat do you do if 
you cannot sell 
your home? About 
800,000 owners ate waiting 
for ffiat elusive purchaser to 
walk, through the door, ac- 
cording to figures from the 
Central Statistical Office. 

Other people are part- 
exchanging their houses, 
thus removing the anxiety of 
the 9 R If or purchase felling 
through — fee fate of up to 
60 per cent of potential 
transactions at present 

Part-exchange - involves 
finding a suitable property to 
swap with. Whether you use 
a specialist partexchange 
agency, advertise on -your 
own, or part-exchange your 
home with a newty buffet 

home, the savings can ^ 

be considerable, in 
time and effort, wear 
on your nerves and in 
stamp duty fees. 

With part-ex- 
change, stamp duty is 
only payable on the 
difference in the two - 
prices and if that is 
less than £30.000 
there will be nothing ____ 
to pay. 

If you buy from a develop- 
er you wiD, in most cases, 
have to buy a property that is 
more expensive man the one 
you are selling, but you wiD 
not have to pay estate agency 
fees. If you use a specialist 
agency, you will have to pay 
a fee which varies from 
company to company. 

In September. Bristol and 
West Property Services was 
die first estate agency group 
to launch a home exchange 
scheme. Now Hamptons — 
also owned by Bristol and 
West— is operating a similar 
scheme throughout its net- 
work of 98 offices across the 
south of England. 

The Hamptons office in 
Locksbottom. Kent, has been 
running part-exchange With- 
in its own branch for the past 
1 8 months. Justin Flanagan," 
Hamptons manager, .says: 


“We have completed a 
dozen transactions. It has 
been particularly successful 
in the upper price ranges, 
between £ 200,000 and 
£ 750 , 000 .” 

Another way to part-ex- 
change is to use one of foe 
speciaiisr companies, al- 
ii seine have folded 
f. One casualty. The 

Home Owners Exchange, 
launched in September in 
S alisb ury/ found that with 
only 50 properties on its 
database, it was not generat- 
ing the money ft bad hoped 
for. 

One of the survivors is the 
National Property Ex- 
change; of Southsea. Hamp- 
shire, which has been in 


Over the past few years 
part-exchange has been 
the most popular of all 
housebuilders’ 
incentive schemes 


operation for four years. 
Ifeter Jones, its director, says: 
“We have 16,000 properties 
on our books and we cover 
England, Scotland and 
Wales. The exchange market 
is totally divorced from the 
estate agency market, as 
everyone in exchange is a 
buyer. We put both ends 
together and bingo.” 

The company charges cli- 
ents £54.60 including VAT 
to register for a year. They 
receive an immediate report 
of what properties suit their 
needs and tins is updated 
every 28 days. After January 
1 993 the rate win be £69. 

Another company. Home 
Exchange News, operates 
slightly differently. Set up in 
October 1991 by Mike 
.MitcheQ, a publisher, it puts 
our a magazine every 12 
weds containing advertise- 


ments from people who want - 
to exchange their home. 

private sellers can adver- 
tise free for four issues, pro- 
viding there is nothing .. 
commercial about mar 
house. The publication costs 
£ 9.99 and the lasr issue 
carried details of 1.500 
homes. The next issue is due 
at fee end of this month. . 

The big developers are old 
hands and have used part- 
exchange as a successful 
marketing technique for. 
years. Barrett, which leads 
die field, has part-exchanged . 
25,000 properties over the 
past 21 yean. Many other 
developers run exchange 
schemes. Gilly GreensiL the 
New Homes Marketing 
Board’s spokeswom- 
an, says “Over the 
last couple of years 
part-exchange has 
been the most popu- 
lar of all house- 
builders' purchaser 
incentive schemes." 

Most developers in- 
sist that the house you 
are buying must be 
worth more foanthe 
one you are selling, 
30 per cent more in the case . 
of Wimpey, 25 per cent with 
Barra tt and a minimum of 
E30.000 difference for a 
Countryside Homes proper- 
ty. Chris Crook, sales and 
marketing director, says that 
“65 percent of their custom- 
ers are ’trading-in' their old 
homes for new ones”. 

Whether buying old or 
new, it could be worth get- 
ting up and pursuing a pan 
exchange ti re d rather than 
waiting for what could be an 
increasingty elusive buyer. 

Mary Wilson 

• National Property Exchange. 
PO Box 172, Southsea. Hamp- 
shire. P04 9EN. Telephone 
0705838800. 

Home Exchange News. 261 A 
East Barnet Rood. East Barnet, 
Hertfordshire. EN4 8SX. Tele- 
phone 08 1-t47 0014. 


ALAN Earley and Dr Gra- 
ham Jackson and his wife 

an* wrinnp'n^ thf» ir p i flp pr- 

ty through Hamptons estate 
agents. In this case, agency 
fees wfll have to be paid, but 
there are big saving on 
stamp duty. 

Mr Fhriey owns a 
thatched five-bedroom 
house in Shirley Park; near 
Croydon, south London, 
with two acres and an 
outdoor swimming pool He 
needed to release some capi- 
tal and was looking for a 
property with less land near- 
by. The Jacksons had been 
hoping to move from their 
smaller five-bedroom de- 
tached ^ Tudop-styie house, to 
a thatched bouse and they 
had money to spend. 

Mr Farley, a director of 
WOImottS auctioneers, says: 
‘There have been some in- 
credible savings, apart from 
the ease of the whole deal 
The property I have bought 
is worth £500,000 and the 
price of mine is £750,000 so 
stamp duty is payable on 
only £250.000.” He will pay 
no duty, and Dr Jackson 
only £2.500. 



Alan f aney (above) outside the home he 
aging for the Jacksons’ house (below) 



Holding on to our heritage 
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urely it is not possible to 
“strip your own assets”? 
An odd notion, indeed, 
but the idea of homeowners 
doing just that lies at the heart 
of a report from the Victorian 
Society. It highlights foe illeg- 
ality’ of removing architectural 
fixtures from listed buildings. 

In theory, a listed building is 
protected not only against de- 
molition but against change. 
Listed Buflding Consent must 
be obtained from the local 
authority if anything is to be 
altered, and that indudes re- 
moval of fixtures. 

But problems often arise out 
of the ignorance of owners, 
and uncertainty over the exact 
definition of a fixture. Under 
the 1990 Planning Act, die 
law should provide blanket 
coverage via the Listed Build- 
ing Consent But the report 
entitled Coming UnstuchThe 
Removal of Architectural Fix- 
tures from Listed Buildings. 
looks at several cases to high- 
light anomalies. 

In 1989 a developer re- 
moved panelling from an 
earty 18th Century listed 
house in London’s Soho. Al- 
though he was prosecuted and 
fined £14,000 after someone 
had spotted the panelling in 
tiie street it was too late to save 
it The developer claimed ig- 
norance of the law. 

In another case the owner of 
Mamhead Park in Devon, a 
listed Gothic Revival house. 


The law on listed buildings does not 
offer complete protection. Do the 
loopholes need to be blocked? 


sold ten statues which had 
been, commissioned for its 
Long Gallery. The local au- 
thority was aware of the sale 
fext derided Listed Buildings 
Consent was not necessary be- 
cause the statues were not 
attached to their plinths and 
therefore not a fixture: 

in a third case, a £50.000 
statue of Icarus plunging into 
a lake ar Leighton Hall, in 
Powys, was removed by its 
owner to another of his houses. 
He was fined £500. 

The removal of architectural 
features by owners is only one 
aspect of an increasing prob- , 
lem. The recession has seen 
many properties being repos- 
sessed. As a result, houses 
often stand vacant for long 
periods at the mercy of unscru- 
pulous salvagers. 

. Bretforton Manor in War- 
wickshire is one such property. 
A Grade II listed house with 
parts dating from the 1 4 th 
century, it passed into die 
hands of receivers earlier this 
year having bam empty foi 1 
two years. By the time Knight 
Frank & Ruttey were brought 
in to sell foe property, it had 
been stripped by persons un- 
known of many features in- 


dueling panelling, flagstones 
and even the main staircase. 
But this is a story with a happy 
ending. A buyer has been 
found, and many of foe fea- 
tures have been recovered and 
will be reinstated. 

In some cases there can be 
problems proving that fixtures 
came from a particular proper- 
ty. Simon Gordon Duff, of 
Knight Frank & Rutley, who 
dealt with Bretforton Manor, 
believes that owners of listed 
buildings should “photograph 
any special features so that if 
antfhing disappears, it can be 

easily traced”. 

.So what can be done to stop 
foe problem? Teresa Sladen. 
secretary of foe Victorian Sod- 
tty, has been invited to appear 
before foe all-party heritage 
committee in the spring of 
next year. She will be enrour- 
agtng foe environment de- 
partment to provide more 
information to owners which 
dearly sates their responsibil- 
ities to listed buildings. 

She will also be pressing for 
laws tobe clarified, mparticu- 

jar foe Victorian Society wants 
ocai authorities to be able w 
issue Stop Notices to prevent 
any removal of fixtures until 


an enquiry can be held, and to 
stop retrospective consent 
being granted. 

English Heritage has 
another approach. Peter Da- 
vies. who is coordinating its 
response to what he described 
as “an enormous problem", 
believes in self-regulation. 

In conjunction with foe 
Council for foe Prevention of 
Art Theft, a newly-formed 
group, English Heritage is 
rertmg up a code of practice for 
dealers in architectural fix- 
tures. The groups are also 
looking to establish a Certifi- 
cate of Provenance for goods 
over a certain value. 

Sometimes, however, foe 
jaw as it stands does provide 

the necessary protection. Earii- 

? n Cnviro nmem 

?hT2? Cn ! ,ns P ector ruled 
that several statues could not 

be removed from the garden 
of Thoresby Hall in Notting- 
hamshire. a Grade I fisted 
house. These were not fixed 
and were outside but foe 
decision was based on their 
setmt| and fo c length of their 
a»oaation with the house. 

*ssr ,aye ”- 

commended by coSS 

groups, ft « p 

prepends will not end up for 
sale in bus on foe high street, 

James Fisher 
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The young switch off 


. New figures show 
that newspapers 
may be aiming at 
a lost generation. 
Harold Lind reports 

T here was a cold war joke that 
the optimist learn Russian, 
the pessimist Chinese. The 
vagaries of politics have ren- 
dered that particular thought obsolete, 
>• only temporarily, but a rather similar 
mood envelops the national press. The 
optimist believes that the present 
frightening trend in sales will not get 
much worse over the next few years. 
The pessimist believes it will. 

The atmosphere is summed up by 
the introduction to a conference to be 
held m February by Admap. the 
magpme for thinking people in the 
media (hence its small circulation}: 
“The hitherto unshakable ramparts of 
national newspapers’ stability are 
shaking. Total national daily sales that 
have stood at about 1 5.S million for 25 
years are now a bare 14 million and 
weakening." 

One cannot argue with the figures, 
but they are open to complex and con- 
flicting interpretations. Since we began 
with optimist and pessimist, consider 
them from the viewpoint of our opti- 
mist and pessimist The optimist will 
accept that the circulation fall, particu- 
larly in national dailies, is greater than 
anything in the last 20 years. But he 
will point out that there is always some 
■decline during economic depression, 
although admittedly usually of be- 
tween 2 and 4 per cent rather than 8 
or 9. However, he will argue that this 
depression is deeper and longer than 
anything since the ] 930s, so it is not 
surprising that circulation losses would 
also be greater. 

If so, the position for the nationals is 
unpleasant but not disastrous. The 
slump will end some day. perhaps even 
next year, and circulations will then 
stop falling and might even start rising 
closer to 1 990 levels. 

The pessimist on the other hand will 
see the depression as. at most a trigger 
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for a more fundamental change. He 
will argue that the basic reasons that 
persuaded people to buy newspapers 
are beginning to erode. An educational 
system that increasingly seems to 
regard reading for pleasure as an 
optional extra and that always seems to 
place the word “computer'" before 
“literacy” might encourage die sale of 
computer games, but is hardly likely to 
do much for newspaper 
sales. 

With one exception, a 
major slump hits all age 
groups roughly equally. 

Our great educational rev- 
olution got into its stride 
on|y in the 1-9 70s or af the 
earliest the -late 1960s so 
nobody over 35 is likely to 
be infected. The key: age 
groups will probably be ___ __ 
the under 30s. 

Unfortunately, the circulation fig- 
ures cannot be broken down by age. 
but readership figures can, using the 
National Readership Survey. The first 
table shows changes in readership of 
national newspapers during the past 
frveyeare. by age group. In total, read- 
ership feU by 1 2 per cent which treas- 
onably in line with the known foil in 
circulations 

There is. however, wide variation 
between the age- groups. People over 
65 are reading exactly as much as they 


The under 
30s will 
probably 
be the key 
age groups 


used to. This gives only limited 
evidence, since the one group a 
recession scarcely touches are the 
retired who have no jobs to lose, but 
equally they are the people who are 
absolutely exempt from modem educa- 
tional practices. All other age groups 
are reading significant^ less, but it is 
noticeable that the proportional loss 
increases as the age level foils. The 55- 
64 group leads 9 per cent 
less, which may be largely 
attributed to die stump, 
but the 25-34s show al- 
most double that fop. 

Even the fact that the 
youngest group, the 15- 
24s, shows aJsmaHet loss 
than the next older group 
is quite explicable because 
many of them will stiU .be 
living with their parents 
and therefore will proba- 
bly “look at" the newspapers their 
parents buy. 

For Sunday readership, the pattern 
at first sight looks surprisingly different 
from the daily pattern and the circula- 
tion figures. It also looks much more 
helpful, but! fear this is an illusion. 

The difference between readership 
and circulation simply means that 
households that used to buy several 
Sunday papers now buy fewer. The 
difference in age pattern between 
Sundays and dailies is more interesting 


and makes an important point Since 
1987. no new dailies have survived, 
but two new Sundays, the Independent 
and the Sport, have. 

Any new title depends heavily on 
young readers. Journalists believe this 
is due to their trendy writing, although 
ithas more to do with tire age pattern of 
home deliveries versus newsstand sales. 

. Whatever the cause, the result is that 
’ the two new titles have boosted the 
younger readership figures,' 
not enough to give either a 
market presence. 

So where does this leave our attempt 
to judge between the optimistic and 
pessimistic view of the circulation 
decline? Clearly, some of tire foil must . 
be ascribed to the skimp. The differ- 
ence between the working and non- 
working population makes that dear. 
But the behaviour of the 25-34s looks 
threatening, particularly since just 
about every newspaper has been trying 
to appeal to that age group. 

If tfieir resistance to buying newspa- 
pers continues after the economic 
recovery, the future for the press will 
look bleak. As the old Daily Herald 
was fading, the joke went that when- 
ever a hearse passed you. you raised 
your hat and said, "TheHemld has lost 
another reader*. Some people may 
find it less funny if in future every 
passing hearse diminishes the reader- 
ship not of one but of all newspapers. 


' -• - SELLING POINT ; W : .- 

A little of what you 
fancy, for a bit more 


O ne of life's little enig- 
mas. about which 
die chattering class- 
es love to chatter, is why. 
when it oomes to shopping, 
doesn't everyone behave as 
sensibly as they do? Why do 
so many housewives contin- 
ue to buy the pricey manu- 
facturers’ brands when 
Salisbury, Safeway and 
Tesco offer the same things 
so much cheaper? 

During a recession, the 
chattering continues. You 
would think nobody in their 
right mind would pay 73p 
for Fairy liquid when 
Sainsbury's equivalent is 
63p, and that nobody would 
pay 14p extra for Kelloggs 
rather than Tesco com flakes 
or waste 1 Ip on Andrex 
toilet rolls when Safeway’s 
would be softer on the purse. 

Yet they do. And even 
more surprisingly, the latest 
data from Nielsen, foe lead- 
ing consumer sales research 
company, shows that retail- 
ers' brands have not in- 
creased their overall share of 
the market one iota during 
the last year. 

Nielsen’s sales figures, 
based nationally on 64 dif-' 
ferent grocery products, 
show that retailers* own 
brands account for 23 per 
cent of the total, and have 
been static at that level — 
notwithstanding their bar- 
gain prices — for ages. 

But this 23 per cent aver- 
age masks considerable vari- 
ation from product to 
product — and these varia- 
tions go a long way towards 
explaining why housewives 
do not always behave as 
economists and the charter- 
ing classes think should. 
They do not, in other words. 


always buy the cheapest on 
offer. 

In many product sectors, 
retailers do indeed now rule 
the roost. Retailers' own 
products have grabbed more 
than half the sales of cooking 
oils, jams and honeys, alu- 
minium foils and diy pasta, 
to mention but a few. 

By contrast, foe manufac- 
turers' brands still hold more 
than 85 per cent of the sales 
of food & instant coffee; cook- 
ing sauces, canned soups, 
tissues and detergents. 



Winston Fletcher 


Why have the retailers 
made such successful in- 
roads into some product 
fields but not others? Ad men 
like me tend to boast (sur- 
prise. surprise) that it is 
thanks to advertising. 

So are shoppers being 
conned, as a recent Office of 
Fair Trading report implied, 
into buying more expensive 
advertised brands, when 
they could be saving money? 

During the last decade, 
there has been a small 
revolution in marketing, 
which has passed largely un- 
noticed by advertising theo- 
rists — as well as by the 
chattering classes. 

Ever since the 1950s. it 
has been increasingly accept- 


ed in advertising that the 
world is foil of very similar 
products which are differen- 
tiated from each other only 
by their advertising and 
packaging. 

The supermarkets are 
changing all that In those 
sectors in which the product 
formulations were indistin- 
guishable, tiie supermarkets 
soon produced their own, 
equally indistinguishable, 
substitutes. Naturally, they 
gave their own offerings lots 
of their shelf space, and 
elbowed the manufacturers. 

However, in sectors in 
which manufacturers' 
brands were really superior, 
the best the retailers have 
been able to do is make 
something not quite so good 
and sell it a bit cheaper. 

This will be instantly con- 
firmed by anyone who has 
ever brought a jar of their 
retailers' instant coffee, then 
watched it linger on the shelf 
while new consignments of 
Nescafe arrive and are al- 
most equally instantly des- 
patched. 

But in those fields where 
the quality of retailers’ prod- 
ucts is truly on a par with 
those of the manufacturers' 
brands, the retailers win oul 

In the long run, brand 
advertising cannot consis- 
tently sell a duff product. 
And the truth is — much as 
admen hate to face it — that 
nowadays advertising will 
rarely succeed in setting a 
parity product for very long. 

That is why manufacturers 
have stopped marketing me- 
too trands. And that is why 
housewives are not behaving 
foolishly when they pay that 
tittle extra for what they 
fancy. 



T raditionally, every change in 
the ITV franchises is accom- 
panied by tiie discreet scuffle 
of Gucci on carpet This is foe 
sound of television, executives on 
the move — some are taking juicy 
jobs with the newly appointed 
companies, others are moving into 
their vacated offices and a few are 
pacing the floor wondering why 
they did not make it into either of 
the first categories. 

The latest round of ITV changes 
has been no exception, but as the 
old and bitter bow out and the new 
and nervous take over, there have 
been last-minute appointments, ru- 
mours and rulings foal may herald 
bigger changes in the structure of 
broadcasting than the Thatcherite 
Visigoths imagined when they set 
about tearing down the walls of the 
established order. 

The most extraordinary twist of 
the past week was the Independent 
Television Commission's decision 
not to award the franchise for 
Channel Five to a Thames Tele- 
vision-led consortium. Thames, still 
reding from the commission’s deri- 
sion to give its London ITV fran- 
chise to Carlton Tdevision. cannot 
believe this latest low blow. After all. 
it ended up as the only consortium 
bidding, once other contenders had 
derided the C5 franchise was a 
licence to lose money. The commis- 
sion conduded similarly, but 
Thames argues that it has been 
unfairly denied the right to fail — a 


The scuffle of Gucci shoes in television 
company offices presages big changes in 
the executive face of the new structure 


basic tenet of a free-market econo- 
my and one of the great freedoms 
of public service broadcasting. 

The derision has had one in- 
triguing spin-off. Partly because of 
his growing disillusionment with 
the arcane workings of the commis- 
sion^ David Elstrin — director of 
programmes at Thames since 
1986 and a true believer in public 
service television — has quit to 
preside over the programming and 
scheduling of BSkyB. long viewed 
by traditionalists as a lager lout in a 
gentlemen's dub. 

BSkyB’s six channels of sport, 
news, films and general entertain- 
ment reach only 3.5 million homes 
via satellite or cable, but Mr Elstein 
believes the service will cause ITV 
serious damage within five years. 
Mr Elstein *s earliest task wfll be to 
rehabilitate Sky One, the under- 
funded entertainment channel 
stuffed with American and Austra- 
lian imports. 

From BSkyB’s point of view. Mr 
Elstein’s arrival is a neat way of 
showing the upstart service must be 
taken seriously. Not only is he the 
first leading establishment figure to 
be poached, he has the scheduling 
skills to make BSkyB compete with 


ITV, the BBC and a growing 
number of satellite services. 

Carlton, too. seems to be worry- 
ing about its public image. The 
new companies are starting in an 
unpromising financial climate; and 
cynics are prophesying a race 
downmarket in search of mass 
audiences. 

E nter Jonathan Powell, who 
joins as Carlton's head of 
drama after a long stint as 
controller of BBC 1. In a former life, 
he was the acd aimed producer of 
BBC adaptations of Dickens, Le 
Carre, Austen, Scotr Fitzgerald and 
Trollope, and although such rar- 
efied fore is unlikely to play much 
part in lTVs plans, his appoint- 
ment at least suggests that foe 
desire to make high-quality drama 
has not been discarded entirely 
within the new system. 

There are dues to the character of 
peak-time ITV, however, in the 
1 lth-hour appointment of Vernon 
Lawrence as head of both entertain- 
ment and drama in the newly 
formed ITV central scheduling 
operation, which takes on powers 
once vested in the programme 
companies. Mr Lawrence’s task 



Jonathan Powell: off to Carlton 



wiB be to commission everything 
that sings, dances, tells jokes, asks 
quiz questions or acts on ITV, but 
he comes well qualified. 

As controller of entertainment at 
Yorkshire Television, he was re- 
sponsible for such diverse comedies 
as Rising Damp and The Nov 
Statesman, together with such 
more or less comedic dramas as 
The Darling Buds of May and the 
far-from-funny A Touch of Frost. 

There is still one round left in this 
frantic new year game. When the 
music stops, who wffl jump into Mr 
Powell’s chair at the BBC? The 
smart money is on Liz Forgan, 
director of programmes at Channel 
4 and in recent years one of the few 
commercial television executives to 
defend the BBC publidy. 

Her eloquent pleas for the protec- 
tion of public service broadcasting 
have dear|y been appreciated by 
John Bin, who takes over as 
director general in the new year. 

Whether Mr Bin wants Ms 
Forgan as a direct replacement for 
Mr Powell or whether he has even 
loftier plans for her, he would be 
gaining zhe services of a woman 
who has been highly successful at 
defending the values of traditional 
high-quality television in a com- 
mercial world — and that is exactly 
the trick the BBC must pull off if it 
is to survive the century in anything 
like the form we know today. 

Patrick Stoddart 


Why News at Ten needs a nightly blockbuster to keep ratings up 


H ere is a prediction. Some 
time in the new year, 
ITN’s revamped News at 
Ten will be hailed a great success. 
After a wobbly start, the pundits 
wffl report. Trevor McDonald's 
gnrritas has won the day. The 
viewers love it, after an. 

Why, after the critical first 
impressions, should there be' such 
a change of heart? Because the 
ratings for News at Ten are about 
to climb to dizzy heights trot seen 
since, well, since before the re- 
launch. Hus prophecy is not based 
on a sneak preview of the ratings— 
which are strictly under wraps for 
the next two weeks — but on a 
straightforward reading of ITVs 
evening schedules. 

For what determines the ratings 
performance of news bulletins has 
very little to do with the substance 
of the programme itself and al- 
most everything to do with the 
preceding and fonowing pro- 
grammes. A high-rating ITV pro- 
gramme which finishes at 10pm 
invariably passes on a generous 
audience to News at Ten. And a 
blockbuster feature film which 
starts before 1 Opm, then continues 
after the news will occasionally 
take ITN info the ratings 
stratosphere. 

The nine to ten-million strong 
audiences for News at Ten this 
year have not been generated by 
big news stories, such as Black 
Wednesday, the general election, 
or the latest instalment in the 
royals’ saga. The news pro- 
gramme’s biggest audiences have 
all been won by mini-series such as 
Jack the Ripper, or when films like 
Die Hard have been wrapped 
around News at Ten tike a peak- 
time sandwich 

So. for its much-vaunted re- 
launch on November 9, ITN was at 
the mercy of ITV schedulers. 


Havel 
got news 
for you, 
Trevor 



McDonald: a winning streak 


Unfortunately, the schedulers were 
not very obliging die average 
ratings for the four weeks after 
launch simply continued a gentle 
decline. 

In the run-up to Christmas, 
however. ITV is finally doing the 
business for News at Ten. Last 
week, it seemed impossible to find 
a household that was not tuned to 
Prime Suspect on Monday and 
Tuesday. We can expect nine 
million for the intervening news on 
both days. 

This week, we have a string of 
movies: on Monday it was Aliens, 
on Tuesday Heartbreak. Ridge and 
tonight Buster, all punctuated by 
News at Ten. Hence the certain 



Weekly average before and after relaunch of News at Ten 

(minions) 

Week no. News at Ten Nine O’clock News 


-5 

7J9 

6.3 

■4 

7.7 

6 A 

-3 

7.0 

6.2 

-2 

6.6 

6.4 

-1 ' 

6.8 

as 

+1 

6.3 

6.7 

+2 

&5 

7 to 

+3 

6.3 

a4 

+4 

6.0 

6.6 


ratings lift, and hence the victoiy 
laurels for our Trevor. 

This raises an mteresting dilem- 
ma. If ratings are virtually 
meaningless as a measure of pro- 
gramme worth, bow can individual 
channels assess the success or 
failure of their news programmes 
against their rivals? This has 
particular significance for the deri- 
sion-making process that TV news 
editors are constantly grappling 
with — which stories to run and in 
which order to run them. 

This is not just a journalistic 
conundrum. For three quarters of 
the population, television is the 
main source of national and inter- 
national news; if it is not on the 
evening bulletin, it simply is not 
happening. Those editorial deci- 
sions can determine on a day-to- 
day basis what disasters or 
political crises or famines the rest 
of us are aware of in far-flung 
places. They play a crucial role in 
deriding what the nation thinks 
about, talks about even cares 
about 

ITN has been accused of going 
“downmarket” in its quest for 
bigger audiences, a process which 
allegedly involves trivialisation 
and more domestic stories ar the 
expense of global ones. ITN vehe- 
mently denies the charge, saying 
that changes have been in style not 
substance. And yet the day after 
the Prince and Princess of Wales 
announcement. News at Ten led its 
bulletin with the continuing saga 
of the royals while the BBC 
relegated it to number six in the 
Nine O'Clock News running order. 

Is this a sign of diverging news 
agendas from our main news 
providers? It is only an isolated 
example, and in the absence of 
systematic evidence it is impossi- 
ble to draw firm conclusions. 

But the new-look ITN is being 
dosefy watched by friends and foes 
alike. If at any time there does 
appear to be a deliberate 
trivialisation of its news agenda, 
the moral of the last few weeks is 
that it is likely to be a futile 
strategy. It will not build audi- 
ences, and it certainly witt not 
leave the nation better informed. 

Steven Barnett 

• The author, who works at the Henley 
Centre, mites on TV news and current 
affairs programmes for the British 
Journalism Review. 


"The crowd are on the pitch. They think it's all over..." 


Discover what happened next in The Times Saturday Review, Boxing Day. 
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Much hot air expended in the Oxford cricket test 


OXFORD versus Cambridge, at 
the Institute of Sodal and Cultural 
Anthropology in Oxford. We were 
playing the game we’re best ai — 
talking. What we were talking 
about was “Sport and Identity". 
Actually, it was a bit one-sided: I 
was the only light blue man there. 

Throughout Michaelmas term. 
Oxford has hosted a wide-ranging 
series of seminars embracing 
“Rugby, implicit meanings", “Fe- 
male bullfighters”. “Social 
Change and soccer in Zimbabwe” 
and “Polo and politics in the 
Hindu Kush”. I went there for Dr 
Penina Werbnert tantalisingly 
entitled paper, “On cricket teams 
and popular culture: contested 
sodal spaces among British 
Pakistanis'*. 

Norman Tebbit once infamous- 
ly decreed that Test matches were 
henceforth to be a test of national- 
ity. If you rooted for Pakistan and 
not England, then you shouldn't 
be carrying a United Kingdom 


.passport “On that criterion all 
British Pakistanis will just have to 
be sent home.” Dr Werbner said. 

I have often expressed similar 
sentiments to my Australian wife 
when we dash over the Ashes. 
“But I am home." she replies, 
presumably echoing the British 
Pakistani I know how she feds: I 
support West Ham United, but 1 
wouldn’t necessarily want to live 
on Green Street 

Dr Werbner wasn't of course 
recommending mass deportation, 
but only observing that a sizeable 
number of British natives, cocking 
a snook at Walthamstow Man. stm 
don’t automatically support the 
England team. I should think that 
will include David Gower and 
rebellious Gowerahfles this winter. 

Dr Werbner distinguished three 
“cultural domains" among British 
Pakistanis: Islam, weddings and 
cricket Theology, she argued, was 
dominated by ascetic old men, 
matrimony by lusty young women. 


Andy Martin has his say on academic debates 
devoted tolproffing the deeper meanings 
to be uncovered at die heart of the sporting life 


and cricket by aggressive' young 
men. Theconehision that cricket is 


a substitute for religion and sex 
seemed to beckon. And then she 
brought up Imran Khan,' who. 
effectively dislodged the bails from 
at least the second half of that 
proposition, adding that the 
former Pakistan captain has hith- 
erto fought day of the cultural 
domain of the wedding. 

There is something deeply phal- 
lic in the ritual of cricket Playing 
about with bats, and balls is. to 
quote Dr Werbner, a “symbolic 
practice". Even foe vocabulary of 
the game — with its “prodding” - 
“flashing"* and “maidens'* — 
bears out the connection. 

I think it was George Bernard 


Shaw who said that God invented 
the game of cricket to give tire 
faithless Englishman a sense of 
'eternity- Most true disciples are 
convinced that it is .all the other 
way round, that religion and sex 
are really poor, substitutes for 
cricket and are just a way of 
passing the time until next season. 

For British Pakistanis, cricket is 
“transgressive" according to Dr 
Werbner: a way of contesting the 
authority of the mullahs, since “to 
have fun is sinful, and to be sinful 
is fun” But the 1992 Work! Cup 
filial between Pakistan and Eng- 
land in Melbourne was more -like 
burning The Satanic Verses , an 
opportunity for brandishing a 
common Muslim identity. - 


Dr Wedroex's Goweresque dab 
at my question to do with baH- 
doctoring suggested that she was 
stronger on the theory of cricket 
than on recent practice. She disap- 
pointed my hopes for a scoop on 
foe uses and abuses of bottle tops, 
but argued that the issue was 


cricket". 

Perhaps cricket never was unpo- 
litical The hard red ball was just 
one of ihe many weapons we used 
to defend the outposts of Empire, 
little thinking it would blow up in 
our feces when the colonies started 
bowling it back at us even faster. 

Dr Peter Parkes drew parallels 
with the polo wars of the Hindu 
Kuril, between hardline advocates 
of Huiiingham rules — imported 
by the Tenth Hussars in the 
nineteenth century — and rebel 
partisans of the ancient game 
derived from Persia in the fifth 
century BC. 

Another theory was kicked 


about that the fate of the Empire 
may have been decided by a 
football, since the Indian Mutiny 
of 1857 was sparked off by our 
profane use of cowhide and pig 
bladders that blew foe whistle on 
us as infidels. 

Dr Jeremy MacCIancy. the con- 
venor of the Oxford seminars, is a 
post-feminist Hemingway who 
challenges our conventional no- 
tions of “gender stereotyping” 
through his research on the female 
matad o rs who were outlawed 
under Franco but are now enjoy- 
ing a comeback. 

These academic debates remind 
us that foe subject of sport doesn't 
belong onty on the bade pages and 
in the betting shops, but equally 
amid the cloisters. There is no 
contradiction in bringing die 
mind to bear on foe performance 
of the body. Sport is philosophy in 
shorts. It bolds up the rainor to 
man, reflecting images of our 
society, history, and morals. 



wmm 



ICC withdraws invitation to former England batsman 


Pakistan manage to block 
Graveney’s appointment 


THE International Cricket 
Council (ICQ yesterday 
bowed to pressure from Paki- 
stan and withdrew its invita- 
tion to Tom Graveney. the 
former England batsman, to 
act as the match referee for the 
Test series and one-day inter- 
nationals between West Indies 
and Pakistan. 

Graveney. 65, was told that 
the job would be going to 
someone else following Paki- 
stan's objections to his ap- 
pointment because of 
comments he had made five 
years ago after foe bitter on- 
field slanging match between 
foe then England captain, 
Mike Gatting, and foe um- 
pire. Shakoor Rana. during 


the Test match in Faisalabad. 

“They have been cheating 
us for 37 years and it is just 
getting worse and worse," 
Graveney said on television 
soon after the modern. 

His cause cannot have been 
helped by foe strained rela- 
tions between the English and 
Pakistan cricket authorities 
following last season’s allega- 
tions of ball-tampering 
against the Pakistan bowlers. 

“I’m afraid Tom pressed the 
self-destruction button himself 
fay making those comments.” 
the ICC secretary. Colonel 
John Stephenson, said. “It is a 
great shame but he must be 
asked to stand down. It is quite 
dear that the stature of ICC 


referees is growing but they 
must have foe absolute back- 
ing of both countries involved 
in a series. Clearly, Tom does 
not have that backing from 
Pakistan. 

“There will be many other’ 
countries who wifi give Tom 
support and we wifi find him 
another job,” Stephenson 
said. 

A replacement for the series 
in tiie Caribbean, which in- 
dudes five one-day interna- 
tionals and three Tests 
between March 23 and May 
6, is likely to be named within 
the next two weeks. 

Phil Neale, like Graveney, a 
former Worcestershire cap- 
tain, is to replace Mike Procter 


Australia drop Jones for Test 


Melbourne: Dean Jones was 
yesterday left out of the Austra- 
lia team for the second Test 
match against West Indies. 
Jones, foe Victoria batsman, 
who was twelfth man for the 
first Test in Brisbane, has had 
only three first-class innings 
this season for scores of nine, 
14 and one and was denied 
the chance to impress selectors 
this week when a tour match 
against the West Indians was 
washed out 

The young , leg-spinner. 
Shane Warae, comes in to foe 
12 at Jones’s expense. Warne 
impressed against the West 
Indians in the Australian XI 
match in Hobart last month 


and took five wickets for 
Victoria in his last Sheffield 
Shield match against Western 
Australia. 

The left-arm pace bowler, 
Bruce Reid, was not consid- 
ered fertile match because of a 
shoulder injury and wifi be 
replaced by foe New South 
Wales fast bowler, Mike Whit- 
ney. Allan Border will again 
captain the side, resuming the 
leadership from Marie Taylor, 
after a hamstring injury ruled 
him out of Australia’s last four 
one-day matches. The second 
Test begins at foe Melbourne 
Cricket Ground on Saturday. 

After the squad was an- 
nounced. Janes said .there was 


no way he would be able to 
bring, himself to attend the 
Test after being dropped. 

“I’m devastated to be miss- 
ing out andl don’t tiiink I’ll be 
going to the test now” he said. 
“It would hurt too much and I 
think wifi probably go away 
with my family for Christmas, 
which I haven’t done for seven 
or eight years. I sincerely 
believe I’m pushing uphill to 
get back.- into the Test side this 
summer." 

AUSTRALIA SQUAD: A Bolder (Quaere- 
hind, captain), u Tutor (New Sotih 
Boon ^Tag m anja L IHe a^f 

McDermott (QuwffiF-snd) , D Martyn 
am Australia). G Matthew (Nwr Soft 
WktesJ.S Warne Mctorfa). MWauoMNow 
StwOi Wales), S Waugh (New Scuft 
Wires). M Whitney (NwrSou* Wales). 


as Northamptonshire’s direc- 
tor of cricket Neale, 38, has 
agreed a three-year contract 
and will take up his duties on 
March I. The post was left' 
vacant at the end of last season 
when Procter became South 
Africa’s full-time team 
manager. 

. Neale said yesterday: “I fed 
I've stifi got something to offer 
in the game, and I was keen to 
move into cricket manage- 
ment when I finished playing. 

“Northamptonshire’s play- 
ers tasted some success last 
year and I know theyH now 
want more. I hope my experi- 
• ence with successful teams at 
Worcester will help than get 
it" 

Neale, who led Worcester- 
shire to five important- tro- 
phies, Including successive 
Britannic Assurance county 
championship foies ire 1988 
and 1989. is likely to have a 
wider-ranging role than 
Procter, according to Steve 
Coveniate, the Northampton- 
shire chief executive. *. 

“Mike concentrated heavily 
on first-team matters and Phil 
wifi still have. a significent 
input there. But We see it as a 
vitalpartofhisnewjobthalhe 
develops Northamptonshire’s 
teams of the future." . 

- Neale made his debut as a 1 
Worcestershire player in 1975 
and was captain, between 
1 982 and 1991, before giving 
way to Tim Curtis. A former 
professional footballer, he has 
an honours degree in Russian 
from Leeds University. 
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Tendulkar provides 
lesson for students 


Mujtaba hits century 
in Pakistan victory 


Run erf success: the awards keep 
rolling in for Britain’s Olympic athlet- 
ics gold medal-winners. Sally Gunnell 
and Linford Christie, above. A- week 
after taking out the top prizes from the 
sports writers’ association, Gunnell 


Ihe women’s . 400 metres ’handles 
champion in Barcelona, and Christie, 
the 100 metres wnmer, have been 
named track athletes of the year by tire 
British Athletic Federation. The high 
jumper, Steve Smith, and javelin 


thrower, Tessa Sanderson, gained the 
field athletes’ awards, while the team 
prise was won by Britain’s 4x 100 
metres junior men’s team. The win- 
ners receive a £2,000 training award 
bum the sponsor, Vauxhafi. 


East London: Sachin Tendul- 
kar was the only Indian bats- 
men to take advantage of the 
relatively easy pickings avail- 
able when foe touring team's 
three-day match with a South 
African students XI continued 
here yesterday (Richard 
Streeton writes). Tendulkar 
made a chanodess 131 and. 
by foe dose, the Indians were 
2 73 for eight for a fust innings 
lead of 99 runs. 

Of those in need of time in 
the middle, ShastrL Raman 
and Azharuddin all missed 
the chance to take useful 
practice before foe third Test 
match starts on Beating Day. 
Manjrekar stayed three hours 
at the crease for 43, but his 
timing and confidence seldom 
looked any better than it has 
done during his recent 
struggles. 

Raman was caught behind, 
Shashtri drove a high catch 
against Huckle, a leg spinner. 


while Azharuddin was run out 
for the fourth time on the tour 
after a dreadful misunder- 
standing with Tendulkar. 
Though he bad quiet periods, 
Tendulkar played some im- 
maculate strokes as he batted 
for4hr37nrin. 

He on-drove Huckle for a 
six and had also hit 1 3 fours 
when be was caught at back- 
ward point just before tiie 
end. 


COMBINED UNM3tSITES: Rret (retina 
174 (Johnson 64: Raju 4-63). 

MXANSzfta innings 

R J Shastri c Bumorti b Huckle 38 

WV Raman c Swwart b Handman — IS 
S V Manjrafcar c Stewart b Handmen 43 
SRTaxVlknc Abrghomsb Han arrwi 131 

*M Azharuddn Mini 0 

P K Amro e Lafcig b HucJdo 30 

tK S Maro bw b Lang 5 

S L V Ra)u not out S 

J SrtnMti Rw b Hancknsn 5 

Extras Ob 3, nb S. * 1) 9 

Total (B wfcts) 273 

C Shtr.na and S Banajae to baL 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-29, 2-53. 3-162. 4- 
163, 5416. 6-239. 7-267, 8-273. 

BOWLING: Vaenstra 7-2-17-0 (nb3): 
Handman Z1-7-SS-4 hurt, rtoi): HucMeiS- 
1-94-2 fnbl); Laing 23-7-63-1; Abraham 


Brisbane: Asif Mujtaba 
scored his second unbeaten 
century of the match to steer 
the Pakistanis to an exciting 
five-wicket win over Queens- 
land with four balls to spare at 
foe Gabba yesterday. 

Sex 291 to win the four-day 
matrh, foe P akistanis reached 
their target despite the loss of 
two early wickets. The left- 
banded Mujtaba finished 125 
not out for a match aggregate 
to 227. Other important con- 
tributions for the Pakistanis 
were by Saeed Anwar, who 
made 72. and Lnzamam-u]- 
Haq. 42. Most significant for 
the Australians was the return 
to form of the Test captain. 
Allan Border, out of action in 
recent weeks because of a leg 


Second brings 

TJBflrebycSohalbMuEWaq 116 

M L Hayden c MupHba b Mushtaq . — 34 

P J Goggh c Mujtaba b Mushoq 2 

S G Lave Raahkl b Afmm ..... 15 

A R Bader not out ^ lie 

*0 M VIHn run out 49 

SSbXtyti Rashid bMushteq 28 


BASKETBALL 


Americans begin to influence Cheshire 


11 A HeaJy c Akram b At^um 14 

C J McDenmati not out — . . 2 

Extras '(b 8, b S, w 1, rfe 10) JM 

Tom (7wMa dec) ; 398 

M Kaepravfcz and G Rowel <#d not bat 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-101,2-157,3-180.4- 
174, 5-301, 6-350, 7-381. 

BOWLING: Wa*n Akewn 21-7-43-1 (hb4); 
Aqto Jaded 12-0-34-0 fnbl): Naved AnMn 
18-0-107-1 (n05): tAistcaq Ahmad 30.3-3- 
138-4 tyi); Shartd Saeed 7-O-31-0: Asn* 
Sotai 2-0-19-0: Asif Mintaba 5-1-15-0. 


By Nicholas Hauling 


injury. Bonder was 1 16 notout 
when Queensland declared at 


when Queensland declared at 
398 for seven in their second 

QUS^LAmf^Fhsi^ tarings 280 (M L 
Haydari 7S, TJ Baraby 53: HJSKaq Ahmed 

4 tor 70), 


PAKISTANIS: Fkst innings 38843 dec (Asif 
Mujte 0 a 102 . Shahid Saeed 83. Inzamam- 
J-Haq 83, Aren* Sahas 65). 

Second Innings 

AamrSdwt c Hc«tiyb McDermott 5 

Shahid Saaed c Goggh b Kbsoowfcz . 14 

Asa Mujtaba not our __12S 

fnzamanMAHaqc WsOwn b Storey ... 42 
Saeed Arraer o Goggln b Kaspro^c: _ 72 

Waskn Akram b Kaaprowtcz ; 3 

Rashid L«D not out 18 

Extras (b 5, b4, nb 3) 12 

Total pwriffl) ; 291 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-7, 2-33, 3-100. 4-242. 
5; 248. 

BOWUNG: -McDermott 17-6-60-1. (nbl); 
Rom* 8-1-37-0 Ihbl): Storey 15-1-67-1 
(nbl): Bonier 11-2-450; Kasprowicz 172- 
4-603; law 4-0230 . 


AS A dub that had set its stall 
laudably with an all-English 
policy, Cheshire Jets went 
slightly against foe grain with 
a call for foreign rein- 
forcements. 

Cheshire finished bottom of 
foe Carisberg League first 
division last season with onty 


two wins, and were heading 
that way again after a third of 
the present campaign. Then. 
Mike Burton, foe coach, de- 
cided to recruit two Ameri- 
cans. “Basically, we wouldn't 
have ended the season,” Bur- 
ton said. “We just weren’t 
competing,' It was embarr- 
assing.” 

As assistant to Kevin Cadle, 


foe England coach, Buxton 
used his best contact to bring 
in Tyrone Thomas from Buf- 
falo, Cadie’S home town. 
Doug Herring, who came via 
an agent in New York, has 
been just as much an asset, or 
at least he was until seven 
seconds from the end of the 
match at London Towers on 
Saturday. 

Then, witb Towers hanging 
on to a 71-70 advantage after 
leading by 12 points. Haring 
fouled Andrew Bailey, also 
committing a technical of- 
fence. Bailey sank the four fcee 
shots to give Towers a flatter- 
ing 75-70 success and some 
revenge for the previous 
week's National Cup exit in 
Ellesmere Port 


Herring's lapse did nothing 
to after Burton’s belief in him 
or his relief that he had not put 
the American on the first 
plane home. “He didn’t let us 
know, when he arrived, that 
he was on antj-biotics because 
of a stomach bug,” Burton 
said- “I thought this guy can’t 
play” 

Barry Abercrombie, a 6ft 
9in forward just released by 
Boston Celtics, was set to step 
in as a replacement when 
Herring began to perform. 
“We couldn’t fire him then,” 
Burton said, sensing that Her- 
ring and Thomas now possess 
foe capacity to add to Chesh- 
ire's one league victory and 
take the dub into mid-table by 
the end of the season. 


In the nearer future, Chesh- 
ire are looking forward to an 
intriguing home cup quarter- 
final against Thames Valley 
Tigers, which may not be foe 
formality it might have been, 
even though the Carisberg 
League leaders maintained 
their four-point advan tage 
with victories over 
Birmingham Bullets and Sun- 
derland Saints. 

In a hectic weekend. Tigers 
also wiped out a six-point 
deficit from the first leg of the 
NarWest Trophy semi-final 
against Leicester to take the 
second leg 1 14-98 and the tie 
220-210. Worthing Bears, on 
the Tigers’ tails, won league 
matches at Oldham and 
Manchester. 


CYCLING 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


Answers from page 32 I 

SQUAREHEAD 

(c) An honest person, one who is not a criminal. Cram sfusne + 
common suffix -head: “Honesty among thieves h undoubtedly the 
production of a squarehead or sham tUe£ a good thief win rob 
anybody.” 

WALPURGITE 

(b) A hydrant arsenate of bismuth and uranium fonad as yellow, 
trandocent or transparent triclink crystals, from fFUjpnrfa, the 
name of foe vein in a mine near Sdmeebog la Germany where the 
first specimen was found: “Wal puxglle Is a s e condar y mineral, found 
in the oxydxscd none of a vein carrying amnimittv cobalt and aided 
arsenides, and native btsimtfh from which the U, H, and As c on t ent 
of the mineral has been derived.” 


Bray ends his year on high note 


FOOTBALL 


7 JO unless asted 


By PETER BRYAN 


Scottish League 
First division 


Meadmbank v SHring....... ~ 


PENN! 

(a) A Famish monetary amt equivalent to one-hundredth of the 
markka, also the name of the eeih equal to tUa amount To dm later 
nineteenth century a distinctive coinage began to be boned by the 
oars of Rnssia as grand-dnkes of Fsaland. The mo ne t a ry unit was 
the sflver mark, divided Into 100 peania. A monetary reform to 1963 
Introduced a new markka equivalent to 1M old aim Mr am . The types 
of foe former 1 and 5 markkas coins have been retained for the new 1 
and 2 penuia pieces in brow*." • j 


REDUND 

(a) To make redundant or to be rednadant, to contain a redundancy, a 
shortened back-formation from mbmdaOt “ Tw worked here 
before,' said another, ‘but K was redunded in May V “The phrase 
inadvertently forgotten' does nM nedund 90 nmdb as appear*.” - 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 


Black decides matters with a neat sacrifice: / Qxh4+! 2 fftk4 
Rh3 mate. 


A SEE-SAW year of success 
and disjqjpoimment is ending 
on a high note that Simon 
Bray, the national road race 
champion, hopes will prove' 
foe foundation to good times 
in international competition 
in 1 993. 

He spent this yep raring in 
France with one aim in mind 
— winning foe British 90- 
mfles road race tifte at Buxton 
in September. It was a dose- 
run thing. Brtty. 26, from ■ 
Oakham, crossed the line be- 
hind Steve Farrell his arm 
raised in protest that he had 
been obstructed on the run-in 
_ ©the finish. His dfcgection^ was 
‘ upheld, he was diampfon and 
Farrell relegated to second 
place. 

The season's sojourn in 


France was a generous act on 
the part of his employers, 
Laings, the construction com- 
pany, who gave hint a 
sabbatical 

The bad news came a 
month after his victory when 
he accepted redundancy, but, 
soon after, he was in good 
spirits when his dd duo in 
Limoges. France,' offered him 
a contract to race for them 
againinl993. 

Yesterday,' there came even 
better news. Bray was pin on 
foe national squad and award- 
ed bis major international 
spurs when .he was told he is to 
lead' Britain's five-man team 
.in February's two-week Mo- 
mentum-Rapport Pro-Am 
tour in South Africa as part of 
his preparation far the Milk 


Race. Before the South Afti- i 
can tour. Bray will ride a series I 
of city centre races, which he ! 

S “wfll do me foe world 

. 

His raring weight is just 
under 10st and, as a. light- 
weight, he should do wen in 
his anh to take the climbings 
prize in foe Milk Race, which 
starts from Tunbridge Wells 
in May. 

Bray, will undergo a series of 
phyriology tests early next 
month to establish Ids base- 
line fitness level and these will 
be repeated at the end of tiie 
tour. so that' he can further' 
fine-tune his training and 
raring programme in Fiance 
to help coincide with a peak 
for the challenge presents by 
foe Milk Race. 


Tennents Scottish Gup 
Second-round replay 


Cowboys follow Aikman 
to divisional honours 


Arfanoadi yQala Fabydean« 

Atoav East Fife 


COCA-COLA cup: FWrti round: 
Poetponed: Scarborough vArsenaL 

AUTOGLASS TROPHY: Ffcat round: 
Postponed: Wigan v Preston. 

POMTW3 CENTRAL LEAGUE: Rrst 
tMstore EUBcttwn v Liverpool (7.0): 
iradfcv Nweaafe (7.S; Manchester 
United v Baton; Sunderland v 
MwiWIeraty (70). Second dhrision 
(7X8: Bradford v Pot Vtea; Burnley v 
Cowrey; Htfy Yartc -Mddtesbraitfi v 
Btooir, Sairtftape v HuddmMaT 

J®flUEOV0IDB| COMBINATION: 
Ftot dMBian: Bristol vNanrich pun; 
RABffl v Patsmouth (20); Oxford 
United v Chdsea. Second (Msion: 
Oietenhamv&lstoiRpvgrySNansaav 
awntyam; Yep* v Bounamouih 
(MS). ■ 

FA vase raw round: Barton v Ofes. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


RS3AL7TOPHY: Postponed: Bradford 
Northern vWicfees. 


TROY Aikman passed for 239 
yards and thro* scores and 
Emmitt Smith rushed for 1 74 
yards and a pair of 29-yard 
tou ch downs on Monday as 
the Dallas Cowboys clinched 
.the National Football Confer- 
ence East championship with 
a 41-17 win over the Atlanta 
Fatoons (Robert Kirley writes). 
, Wi** 1 12 victories, three 
draws and one game to play, 
foe Cowbqys took their first 
diviswnfll title since 1985, Just 
three seasons ago, they had a 
rKora of one win and 15 
Joss®. They earned a bye for 
of foe play<r& 
and vrill host a divisional 
game on January 9 or 10 

? v ?*25 red to six wins 
and nme defeats. 

Dallas took control in the 





second quarter when Aikman 

tosses of ll yards to 

Kelvin Martin and 18yardsto 
&i! ov ^ k •"d Lin Elliott 

a^7 8oaifof 

edutrir! Alkman “TOPI** 
“ 18 of 21 passes, including 

i?,jj ^ the first halt 

thud quarter with two 
•o^jMowTBm 25 seconds. 

smith made it 4 HO with 
13 imnutes to play. He leads 
foe conference with l «2 
ashing yards - five behind 
Foster, of Pitisburgh - 

. The final two playoff Dosif- 

~lbedaeS^^ 

Denver or Kansas 
Other, and 

Creen Bay or Washington. 
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Michi 


Lei 
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RACING 29 


Michael Seely finds trainer Mary Reveley keen to have the record of her horses do the talking 

Letting actions speak louder than words 


M aiy Reveley. one of 
Britain's most suc- 
cessful dual pur- 
pose trainers, believes in 
lettrng her horses do the 
talking. No self publicist, the 
ormer’s daughter from Line- 
dale. North Yorkshire, is low 
key enough about her remark- 
able achievements to make 
Geoffrey Boycott look flam- 
boyant. 

For the past week. National 
Hunt fans have been savour- 
ing the prospect of a meeting 
between Cab On Target, Ba£ 
ton Bank and Forest Sun in 
the Tripleprint Fehham Chase 
at Kempton on Boring day. 

But with the welfare of her 
horses always uppermost in 
her mind, Mrs Reveley has yet 
to deride whether to let Cab 
On Target go for the grade 
one three-mile event, or wait 
for the softer option of the two 
and a half mile Bormsfilm 
Chase later in the afternoon. 

“The main target is still the 
Tripleprint." she said. “But if 
its very soft, we might go for 
the two and a half mfle in- • 
stead. Cab On Target has so 
much speed that ifs in the 
bade of our minds that he may 
be more effective over that trip 
at present It's nothing to do 
with the strength of the opposi- 
tion. And with the bad wear 
tiler conditions we haven’t 
been able to get as much work 
into him as we want" 

The trainer refuses to be 
drawn on the outcome. “They 
are three very good horses, 
and even if Cab On Target 
finishes only third, it won’t 
make him any worse a horse." 

So dramatic has been the 
rise to fame of this accom- 
plished horse master and her 
jockey, Peter Niven, that re- 
cently they received the 
Horserace Writers* Associa- 
tion's award as National Hunt 
trainer and jockey of the year. 


The ISO acres of Ground- 
hill Farm has always bon 
home not only to Mrs Reveley 
but also before that to her 
father, Harry, who was equally 
involved in the world of raring 
and breeding. 

She progressed from show- 
ing ponies to training point-to- 
pointers. to permit holding 
and, finally, to a foil licence in 
1980 when Lottie Lehmann, 
later the dam of MeUottia 
gave the new public stable its 
first victory at Sedgefidd- 

Above all, this is a dose knit 
family affair, with the trainer's 
husband, George, and her 
youngest son. John, running 
the dairy farm. Keith, the 
eldest son, is totally committed 
to racing and is heir apparent 
to the operation. 

“1 hope he’ll take over from 
me. When you’ve got a goal 
like that to aim for, it's a big 
incentive to try and do better 
all the time.” 

Mrs Reveley saddled 99 
winners last National Hunt 
season She has trained over 
1 00 winners during the past 
two Flat seasons combined 
and had over 100 winners 
during die calendar year 
1991. She is currently ninth 
behind David Nicholson in 
the trainers’ table with a strike 
rate of 28 per cent equal to 
that of Martin Pipe and 
inferior only to Nicholson’s. 

Like Pipe, the champion 
trainer, she specialises in pro- 
ducing horses fit to run for 
their lives first time out and 
her proportion of 20 winners 
from 60 first time out starters, 
33 per cent is the best in the 
country at present. 

Although Cab On Target is 
the most promising chaser she 
has handled, the trainer’s big- 
gest success came when 
Dalkey Sound won die Gold- 
en Spurs Chase in 1991. On 
the Flat her most notable 


BA^TY GREENWOOD 



Target practice: Mazy Reveley must weigh the Boring day alternatives for her talented steeplechaser Cab On Target 


performer has been MeDottie, 
who. besides his 1991 Cam- 
bridgeshire win, was heavily 
backed when beating Rain- 
bow Comer in a listed race ar 
Newmarket last October. 

Niven has always played a 
major part in the success story. 
The 28-year-old Perthshire- 


bom rider is third to Richard 
Dunwoody. despite having 
been out of action for about a 
fortnight with severe bruising. 

He rode out yesterday and 
pronounced himself fit for 
Boxing day. “Usually, I only 
ride middle-of-the-road horses 
and just keep ticking along. 


but Cab On Target seems to 
have everything, including a 
turn of foot It’s almost too 
good to be true.” 

Mrs Reveley was a lifelong 
admirer of Arthur Stephenson 
and, like the late and great 
trainer who preferred to stay at 
home rather than make long 


journeys south, she does not 
intend to travel to Kemp ton on 
Saturday. 

“On Christmas Day we have 
aright party. There's about 40 
of us. all the family and others 
who live too far away from 
home. But on Boring day. 111 
probably go to SedgefiekL" 


Nicholson facing 
£5,000 fine threat 


By Michael Seely 


lVID Nicholson was yester- 
i threatened with a £5,000 
t if foe trainer 'leaves 
ghfy -Mogul in - it 'the 
imight stage •• for • • The 
ibrofee on January 9 with 
intention of running Ship- 
Robins's fine hurdler, 
rt yesterday's declaration 
ge. when foe original top 
ht. Halitopous. and 1 The 
were withdrawn. Mighty- 
had his weight raised 
.stone 
aydon Star, in the same 
tership and also trained by 
holson. is now on the 11 
le mark. But although the 
tii-imprwed five-year-old 
mienuy handicapped after 
wide-margin victory at 
ot. foe trainer does not 
it to run if the weights are 
ed too sharply if Mighty 
gul were to be withdrawn, 
he warning is dear and 
imbiguous. Tony Corco- 
, the Leopardstown course 
nager, has told foe trainer 
: he would be reported to 
Jockey Club as well as 
ig fined for bringing rao- 
into disrepute by deliber- 
y manipulating foe rules, 
co ran ’s position was sup- 
led by Michael Keogh, 
strar of the Irish Steeple- 
se Committee, 
he sponsors have 


Bitofabamer as their 6-1 fa- 
vourite. Thqy then go 7-1 
Baydon .Star, ‘8-1 Vintage 
Crop; who iittfyniii if foereis 
no further weight rise. 

Nicholson has still not de- 
rided whether to run Mighty 
Mogul in next Monday's 
Christinas Hurdle at 
Kempton. “He’ll only go if foe 
ground is very soft.” said the 
• trainer. “The alternative 
would be to go for foe Spa 
Hurdle at Cheltenham.” 

Other news on Kempton’s 
Monday feature is that Royal 
Gait is not a certain runner, 
foe alternative being the 
Leopardstown Bookmakers 
Hurdle. 

In foe same race; Peter 
Scudamore has not decided 
whether to ride Granville 
Again or go to Chepstow to 
take foe mount on Run For 
Free, foe 9-4 favourite for foe 
Coral Welsh National the 
same afternoon. 

At yesterday's declaration 
stage, 15 honses stood their 
ground of which a third are 
trained tv Martin Pipe. 

Although Miinnehoma. a 
disappointment when beaten 
at Ascot on Saturday, schooled 
satisfactorily at Nicholashayne 
yesterday, no running deci- 
sion will be taken until decla- 
ration time today. 


he Tunes is publishing tomorrow, with full derails of foe 
t Boxing day meetings, including the King George VI 
se at Kempton. Francois Douraea trainer of the warm 
urite. The Fellow, will feature in foe Boxing day edition. 


Doyle takes 
over lease at 
Arkenfield 

JACKIE Doyle has taken over 
foe lease at the picturesque 
Arkenfield Stables in 
Berkshire. 

The Compton yard was the 
setting for the recent BBC 
series Trainer, which was 
scrapped last month because 
of poor viewing figiires. 

With thfi set dismantled, 
Doyle, the former wife of 
trainer Bill Perrin, yesterday 
moved her 16-horse team to 
Arkenfield. which is really 
known as Hamilton Raring 
Stables. 

She was, however, no fan of 
Trainer “I tboughrit was a bit 
siDy and boring. But I enjoyed 
looking at MarkGreenstreet," 
foe said. Greenstreet played 
the principal character, Mike 
Hardy. 

Formerly based . at 
Buntingfora, near Royston, 
Dcyle is leasing the yard from 
Peter Cundell, who also trains 
in foe village and was an 
adviser on the series. 

She said: “The fact foe 
stable was part of the film set 
didn't influence my move. I 
toured foe country looking for 
foe right place and was im- 
pressed by the gallops that 
come with this yard. They 
must be foe best in Britain." 

Hardy's best horse was 
Dangerous Lady, and Doyle 
considers she has something 
special under her care, a half- 
brother to star juvenile 
Zafonic, called Roneo. The 
four-year-old was previously 
with Maurice Zilber. 


Ryan has double celebration 


WILLIE Ryan completed his 
first century of winners yester- 
day after Eastleigh had sur- 
vived a stewards’ enquiry in 
foe Levy Board Claiming 
Stakes at LingfiekL 

It was the cause of a double 
celebration for Ryan as he was 
reaching foe mibfctone on his 
28fo birthday. 

Having broken the shackles 
of foe nervous nineties, Ryan 
went on to record a 243-1 
four-timer — all of them 
uniquely achieved by a short 
head. 

Many seasoned racegoers 
expected him to lose out after 
Eastleigh — sent through the 
narrowest of gaps approach- 
ing foe final furlong — badly 
hampered Faynaz on his 
inner. 

Apprentice Kim McDon- 
nell, forced to snatch up. was 
lucky not to go over foe rafl, 
but Gary Bardwril later 


admitted the incident was 
caused by Guesstimation, the 
short-head runner-up. going 
left across foe winner. 

Ryan was cheered on by his 
father Denis, who rode the 
fist winner for Eastleigh’s 
owner, John Biggs, 37 years 
ago. 



Ryan: first century 


Ryan, who rides regularly 
for Henry CeriL said: “I have 
always wanted to reach foe 
century and it*s nice to do it for 
Reg HoUinshead, who I was 
with for four-and-a-half 
years.” 

. The Upper Longdon trainer 
completed a double when 
Respectable Jones — claimed 
out of Toby Balding's stable 
last week •— narrowly justified 
4-1 on favouritism in the light 
Brigade Claiming Stakes. 

Excess Baggage also had 
Ryan at M stretch: in foe 
Inkerman Nursery, coming 
from last place to catch Abso- 
lutely Fact on foe line. 

Lady Dundee drifted to II- 
2 in the Crimea Handicap but 
Ryan was now in irresistible 
form and he landed his 1 03rd 
success as foe Northern Baby 
filly denied the determined 
challenge of Guy Harwood's 
Mulriber. 



Going: st and a rd 

12.00 fim) 1, rUJEAVBTOYOU (Q Carter, 
J4-i);2. Heart Of spam (W B)an. 2-1 few); 
3, Stalled (□ Bugs. 7-2]. ALSO RAN: 5 Bug- 
lel. 13-2 Hrti Surrirw (SIN. 10 The Attie- 
anft. 12 f&c/neooochia Man (4ffi). 18 
Honorary Guest. 33 Ntotfs Prospect ph). B 
ran NKFMEdQO.2tatnk.41.VI.nk SDmi 
el Epsom. TumFeii 20: £2.40, £1 10 , £2.00 
OF: £15.90. CSF: £40.75. imin 40.04fiBC. 
1Z3Q (1ml 1. CONVOY (M Has, 7)-fl law; 
2, One Ofl The Rafl (B Rouse. 154). 1 
Stevie* Wonder (N Gwfcma, 50-1). ALSO 

RAN; 7-2 Sporting Mbsie («h), 14 faefflm 

fflBi). 2D Aragon Kna (5lh). Qey Watch, 
Beyond The Unit, 33 One More Pnjid. SO 

Pede Vino. 10 ran. Nk. 51 DM, 3. 3. G 

Wraog at Newmartat- Tale: £2.30. El.io, 

Cl.iSTosSO. OF: £220. CSF: &.71 trim 

3&83sec 

1 M Jim) 1. EASTLEIGH (W Ran, 5-1). 2r 
GuBStfkiMion (G BajdwaL 12-1); 3. tran- 
cing Beau g VWtems, 9-21. ALSO RAN: 3 
favlnnduSa (4tnj, 5 Suite? 5*8. 7 Native 

Cheftan (SH), 8 Up The Punjab. 12 Piedka- 
aUe. 20 Genuine Lady, 25 Faynaz (6*)- 50 

Boiton Ryer, 66 Emerald Ears 12 ran Sti 

hd, 2L 3, 1 W, M. R Noflnsheed a Upper 


_ __ Tata: £620: Cl. 70, £5.40. £2.00. 
DR £78.20. CSF: £61 XB. irrtin 3&S0MC. 
Alter a stewards' enquiry, resuU stood. 

1 30 01) 1. MASTER VtYDE {D 

10-tt^LOn Y VftlflWnfa, 10030). ALSO 
RAN: B-i tev Daswife (4th), 13-2 SaVa Son 
(BtoL 12 Pop To Stans. Precious Worrier, 
33 Mere Charts, 50 Looting (Eth). B ran. it, 
«l, UiL m 3JM. P Machs* at Epsom. 
Tote: £7.10; £2.00. £ 2 . 00 , El-SODF: 
£3320. CSF: £8630. Tricast £250.66. Imh 
25.0BS8C. 

2.00 (9) 1, RESPECTABLE JONES (W 

Ryan, 1-4 taw): 2. Creche (N Day, 4-1). 3, 

Gemini Bay (S Dawson. 20-1). ALSO RAN: 
20 Lord Nepwne (Sti), 25 Joe Sugdan (Eto), 
Nioate Friend. 50 Charywood Lara Mth). 7 
ihi NR: BafnsfcL Sh ft* IS. II. 3*1 ML R 
HotfeishBad si Upper Longdon. Tote: £1 .60: 
n.10. £220. DF. ei.70.CSF. £2.12. 1mm 
11.74680. 


taw Pipers Reel, 8 Ruano (Sh), 12 Knotob- 
leeneera (4th). 16 War Ftequem, 25 Exp- 
ress Mariecune, 33 Xtdtocs (6tfi). Stern 


Prhce, Moving tonga, Wjaftfiyww, Nome 
Aflat. 13 ran. NR Par Ptandeshes. Sh hd. 
2541, 1 1U, 41, Nl. N CsSaohan te NawmarKaL 
Toie: £7.10; J3L50. El BO. £290. DF: 
£10.70. CSF. Cl 0.68. Tncast £3115. imn 
3SSSOBD. 

3JJD [1m5T) 1, DR2EVA |Q WngW. MfcZ 
Vlniabe (J Wtema, 9-1 fav), 3, KanyaBa 
E^ McDonrcfi, ID-1). ALSO RAN- 5-2 

Emperor AJoandSf (Sira). 6 Indian Territory 

iz Pu8ay Strael Boy. 25 Kowatevatoa 

(6th). May Square, Wayward Son. 9 ran. 

1 5H, hd, 9. Eh hd, 35W. M Dwon a Epsom. 

To»- E860: £220. £1.60. £3.00 DF: 

Cl 6.50. CSF: £24.34. Tncast E1632i 

3mn4734oec 

330 dm 21) 1. LADY DUNDEE (W Ryan. 

11-2; Thunderer's nap); 2. Mulctw (G 

Carter, 9-2); 3, VaUtu (Date Gibson, 7-2 ji- 

tav|. ALSO RAM: 7-2 p-fev Ntfa Clubbing 

(5th), 9-2 Baanoredean (Sh), MArneffiys- 

bne, 20 Namer (4th), 25 Premtet Dance. 50 
Osgoihorpe. Scrraus Actiori. 10 ran Sh hd, 
3L H 54L a. Mre J Cecil at NeunwfceL 
Tde:C4.70: £1.90, E1.70, £120. DF. Efl.TD. 

CSF' £2796, Tricasi £88 09 2 rr#i 60 Bsec 

Ptecepot £15.70. 


RUGBY UNION 


Barbarian call the 
ideal chance for 
Bates to impress 

By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


NO SOONER had they con- 
firmed their XV to play 
Leicester next Monday than 
foe Barbarians found them- 
selves having to change. Ian 
Hunter and Steve Bates will 
play in their back division, 
bringing to five the number of 
English players who will also 
be required for senior squad 
training in Lanzarote three 
days later. 

Hunter plays in his interna- 
tional position on the wing 


Bates, the Wasps 
scrum half snapping at the 
heels of England’s Dewi Mor- 
ris, replaces Gary Armstrong, 
who has opted to play for Jed- 
Forest, his dub, in a league 
match. 

It will represent another 
opportunity for Bates to im- 
press in good company, Al- 
though London’s divisional 
championship challenge fell 
away. Bates did himself no 
harm, in particular in the tight 
game against the South and 
South-West where he was 
opposed by Ricbaid Hill, En- 
gland's most capped scrum 
hall Bates has only one cap to 
his credit so far. against Ro- 
mania in 1989, and would 
welcome foe chance to slough 
off the “one cap wonder" tag. 

Leicester, meanwhile, field 
three players who will be 
required in Lanzarote and 
three more who are not but 
who. nevertheless, may come 
into representative consider- 
ation this season. Both foe 
Underwood brothers play, as 
does Martin Johnson, who is 
now pushing Wade Dooley 
very hard for an international 
place in the second row. 


The dub back row includes 
Neil Back and Dean Rich- 
ards. foe first time for five 
years that Rich aids has ap- 
peared against foe Barbar- 
ians, injury having kept him 
out of the last four games. He 
is unavailable for Lanzarote, 
family and iob requiring his 
prime attention after devoting 
so much to rugby over foe past 
two years; if England want 
him, he says, he will always be 
available. 

England thought last sea- 
son that they did not, but it 
was Richards who occupied 
the No. S position by foe end 
of the five nations’ champion- 
ship. For other reasons, Eng- 
land do not require Back 
either, an opinion they may 
yet revise, while foe third 
player who has been attracting 
attention is Dairen Garforth. 
the tight-head prop. 

Jeff Probyn, the England 
prop, rates the young Leicester 
front row of Garforth, Richard 
Cockerill and Graham Rown- 
tree as foe best balance of the 
newcomers in their position in 
the country. Garforth. 26, has 
yet to progress beyond divi- 
sional level, but his strength in 
the set pieces and his mobility 
may yet earn him higher 
honours. 

LEICESTER: J Utey: T Undovnod. S 
Potter, i Bates, R Undennod: J Haras, A 
Kardoam: G Rountree, R CocterfL 0 
Garfotih. J Wells. M Jctinson, M Poote, N 
Bach, D Rfctuwcls 

BARBARIANS: G Hastings (Watsonens 
and Scotland). J B Lakmd (Bogtes and 
France), F Mesne! (Racing and France). L 
Walter (Randunch. Wanderers and Auslra- 
faj. I Hunter (Northampton and Engiandi; 
C Chatmora (Mekose and Scotland). S 
Bans (Wasps and England). M Unnett 
(Moeetey and England). JQhrar(Narmam^ 
ton aid England), J Probyn (Wasps and 
England). SLIoyd (Moseley). D Cronin 
m Scottish ana Scotland), T Rodber 
ntpton and England). E Patera 
idbe UntarsRtf, LCabannas (Rac- 
irg and France) 


SCHOOLS SPORT 


Bedford Modem 
lead the backlash 


By Chris Dighton 


THE all-conquering rugby ex- 
ploits of those school teams 
with unbeaten records have 
naturally taken a lion’s share 
of foe plaudits. But there are 
several others who would have 
been more in foe limelight but 
for the one match that got 
away. Bedford Modem were 
one such school, living in the 
shadows of unbeaten local 
rugby rivals, Bedford HS. 

Bedford Modem lost their 
opening match of the season 
but they crammed in 20 
games during the Michael- 
mas term and did not lose 
again. 

Even more encouraging for 
Andy Whittle; the master in 
charge of rugby, was the 
manner of foe victories. The 
first team scored 41 tries dawn 
both wings. Leading foe way 
down the right was Chris 
Tafts, who scored 25, suffered 
a back injury but still man- 
aged four tries in foe last 
match of foe season, a 42-9 
drubbing of Royal G rammer 
School High Wycombe- 

On foe left wing, Giles 
Whitheat scored 16 tries and 
Mark Brownridge, the regular 
aoalicker, passed 100 points 
for theseasoa 

“We scored 594 points and 
conceded 130, which illus- 
trates foe open rugby we have 
been playing," Whittle said. 


Llandovery were beaten 23- 
17 by Monmouth but 
bounced back to beatRydalat 
Cohyyn Bay 39-3, and then 
over-ran Downside 48-9 after 
struggling toa.0-6 lead at half- 
time. In Doth those matches 
Russell Mahiy, the Llandovery 
wing, scored two tries, and 
Chris Atkinson landed 18 
points in foe Downside 
victory. 

Colston's Collegiate School 
in Bristol lost only one of their 
II fixtures when they ware 
beaten 10-8 at Bromsgrove 
but recovered in some style, 
crushing West Bnddand. 
Colston’s ended the term with 
a record of 285 points scored 
and 57 conceded. 

KdSy College came into the 
season on the back of an 
unbeaten run foe previous 
year but scored only nine out 
of ten this time. Led forcefully 
by Bamy Durrant, the one 
blot on their copybook came at 
Truro. 

JEWiam College enjoyed a 
good run of after winning foe 
National Westminster Bank 
sevens in late September and 
from that point put together a 
run of 12 consecutive wins. 
Among foe victims were the 
Croydon schools Trinity and 
John Fisher. Success also 
earned Richard Porter a place 
in the Kent U-l 9 side. 


SQUASH 

Jansher rises 
to challenge 
from Dittmar 

Doha: Jansher Khan over- 
came a brave performance by 
Chris Dittmar to win the 
Qatar International here yes- 
terday and round off his best 
year on foe international 
circuit The Pakistani came 
from 10-8 down in foe final 
game to beat the Australian 
15-9, 14-15. 12-15. 15-6, 15- 
1 1 in 98 minutes. 

He adds the tide, and the 
£135,000 that goes with it — 
foe second richest on the 
circuit — to foe world and 
British opens, and the world 
No. ! ranking. 

“I thought at one stage 
Jansher would lose." his 
brother and coach, 
Mohibullah Khan. said. ”He 
was going for drop shots and 
he should have played to the 
back more and played longer 
rail res. " , 

Jansher fought hack 
through his superior fitness 
and mobility. He spent much 
of foe match containing 
Dittmafs creative attempts to 
take him up foe court with 
drops and reverse angles. 


SKIING 


Girardelli takes overall World Cup lead 


B ad Klfiqtrii tiiho'm. Austria: 
Mare Girardelli returned to 
the top of the overall World 
Cup standings yesterday, but 
his achievement was over- 
shadowed on an emotional 
day for skiers from the host 
oxutoy- , . 

While Girardelli, who was 
bom in Austria and skis for 
Luxembourg, finished thir- 
teenth in foe last event before 
foe new year to leapfrog ahead 
of Alberto Tomba, of Italy, m 
the overall points table, Armin 
Assinger. whose career was 
almost ended by a bad skiing 
accident in Switzerland in 
1989, won foe race after 
hurtling down the 
Strohsack piste from 33rd 
start position in 1mm 
45.60sec. ft was foe first win 
of his career and he dedicated 
H to foe memory of his team^ 
mate Peter Wirnsbeiger. who 
died in a skiing accident at foe 
weekend. 

“The race was difficult for 
all of us because of Peter's 
accident,” Assinger said, *Twt 

we decided to take all foe risks 

to try to do it for him." The 
veteran, Leonhard Stock, 
made it an Austrian one-two 
in the first race held in foe- 


country this season with a tune 
ofl min 4 5.8 1 sec. The Norwe- 
gian Olympic champion. 
KjetO-Andre Aamodt finished 
third in 1 min 46.22sec. 

The victory heralded a re- 
markable recovery for 
Assinger. 28, who was bora 
near foe course. His previous 
best result in foe World Cup 
was a .second place in a 
downhill race in Val Gardena. 
Ifafy. in 1988, foe year before 
he fell in training at Wengen, 
Switzerland, ripping foe uga- 
ments in both his knees. 


He did not qualify for the 
Albertville Olympic Games 
after another crash and said 
he would have joined Stock in 
retirement had he failed to get 
a good result this season. He 
was fourteenth in the Val 
d’Isfrre super-giant slalom on 
December 5 and thirteenth in 
a downhill in Val Gardena 
this month. 

Stock, the 1980 Olympic 
downhill champion, had won 
only two races on foe circuit 
before this season, bur bad 
seemed set to double his tally 



in a month. Before his run, foe 
in-form Norwegians had 
looked like grabbing the gloty 
with Aamodt and Jan Einar 
Thorsen, the Olympic bronze 
medal-winner and winner in 
Val dlsfere, occupying the top 
two places. 

’■Maybe the conditions im- 
proved for foe lace starters, 
even if the visibility was not so 
good," Aamodt said. “The 
course was really icy and 
bumpy when I skied down." 

Girardelli. whose overall 
lead is assured until foe new 
year, said foe edges of his skis 
had been too sharp and he 
lacked acceleration coming 
out of the curves, bur he was 
happy to be ahead again. 

RESULT: 1, A Assinger Muetoal. 1R*i 
45tosac; z L Stock (Austria), M6£l : 3, K- 
j. 1*622:4. J E Ttown 

■ ’ 11:4653: 

PJamyn 

(3«w). 154674: tt M W asn*r (Gert. 
1:46*0: 0, C Pte (FA. Mfttt 10. I 
MrtandFt), 1.4&B& CVerafl-'Sw-tfart 
aUom per two races): i, Thoraen, 
iSOpw 2, Afisimsr, 118: 3. F Hajnair 
(Swtz). 94; 4, SWX8Q; 5, ScrfmcAest. 76. 

■ 1 (Now). 74. Wortd3ip:1 . M 


Winning smile: Assinger celebrates his victory 


Cup pahs: I. Austria. 1,620; 2. Swrtaar- 
tand. I^Oft 3, to*. 1.232, 4. Noway, 
1.228; 3, Sweden, 666: 6. Franca sal 
Owrafl Nattons’ Op 1. Austria. aSto. 2. 

eefci Germany. 1 556: 4. 

SWE uvii 


SMtzarfend, I^Sft . 
taj^l.54& 5. Norway. 1 J«5: 


SPORT FOR THE DISABLED 

Barriers are coming down 


JUST as the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) is 
considering the inclusion of 
some events for people with 
physical disabilities m Atlan- 
ta, so the International 
Paralympic Committee (IPQ 
is on the verge of opening its 
doors to athletes with learn- 
ing difficulties by allowing 
them to compete at the 1996 
Parafympics. 

This decision, however, is 
unpopular with many of the 
physically disabled athletes. 
Most are unwilling to criticise 
the 1PC openly but some fed 
that the mow is another 
decision taken fay able-bodied 
administrators who have not 
considered the views of the 
disabled athletes. 

The IPC executive commit- 
tee has agreed, in principle, to 
include a limited number of 
events for foe mentally handi- 
capped in athletics ana swim- 
ming. The numbers of 
athletes involved has yet to be 
decided and foe proposal 
must be ratified by the techni- 
cal committee in Ftebrauy. 

Many of the barriers to the 
inclusion of the mentally 


By Aux Ramsay 

handicapped, such as drug 
testing, have been overcome 
— all athletes from every 
disability group will be sub- 
ject to random testing — but 
the eligibility of athletes still 
remains a problem. 

“We reality need to tidy this 
area up,** Roger Biggs, foe 
director of the Unitel King- 
dom sports association for 
people with mental handicaps 
fUKSA), said. ‘‘Under foe rid 
provision any one in receipt of 
day care was eligible to com- 
pete. But we need to formu- 
late a generally accepted test 
so that if one team questions 
the eligibility of another com- 
petitor ws can prove Ms or her 
right to be there." As yet no 
such test has been devised 
and approved. 

After the variety of stan- 
dards displayed at foe Ma- 
drid event for athletes with 
learning difficulties, another 
of IPCs criteria for inclusion 
is foe insistence on elite level 
sport 

"In the UK we^re commit- 
ted to elite sport," Biggs said. 
“We don’t know what the IPC 
technical committee is going 


to set as the minimum stan- 
dard but they ought to look at 
the fact that we are still a 
developing sport” 

It is this point that worries 
Paralympic athletes. Having 
won four gold medals in 
Barcelona. Tanni Grey is now 
working towards Atlanta. She 
is apprehensive about foe 
inclusion of die mentally 


“It’s difficult as a disable 
sports person,” she said. “ 
would like to be accepted b 
the able-bodied and it is har 
to turn around to anothe 
disability group and say 
don’t want to accept then 
We have to get away from fo 
idea that we compete at som 
sort of weekend party." 

Biggs feels that maify of fo 
athletes' fears have grown on 
of ignorance but Grey i 
unconvinced. “A lot of n* 
asks ‘why can’t the mental! 
handicapped fit in? But jus 
because , there is a disabhit 
group that wants to go to foi 
Paralympics, it doesn’t meai 
foqy have a right to’ go. The 
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FOOTBALL 


Coventiy may 
issue claim 
after police 
statement 


By Our Sports Staff 


COVENTRY City may claim 
compensation from local 
police after last Saturday’s 
thrilling 5-1 defeat of Liver- 
pool at Highfield Road. The 
dub is taking legal advice 
because it believes it lost 
£10,000 to El 5,000 in gate 
receipts at the game as a result 
of a police announcement 

West Midlands Police is- 
sued a press statement warn- 
ing supporters who did not 
have tickets to stay away from 
the ground, but the match had 
not been designated as all- 
ticket and supporters could 
pay at the turnstiles. There 
were 19,779 on hand to see 
Coventry's victoiy, but the dub 
feels there would have been 
another 1 ,500 in die stadium 
but for the police 
announcement 

Graham Hover, the Coven- 
try secretary, said yesterday; 
“We were surprised to hear of 
the announcement that people 
should not come without a 
ticket We are taking advice 
from our solicitor and we may 
be making a daim for 
compensation." 

A spokesman for West Mid- 
lands Polioe said: ‘It was not 
our intention to mideari any- 
one and we can only apologise 
if that was the case. 0 

It is the second recent apolo- 
gy from West Midlands Police 
to Coventry City. The assistant 
chief constable, Clive Roche, 
wrote to say sorty to the dub's 


manager. Bobby Gould, for 
the police involvement in a 
decision to refuse him entry to 
West Bromwich Albion's 
ground to commentate on 
match against Wycombe 
Wanderers for BSkyB tide- 
vision last week. Gould en- 
dured a stormy relationship 
wih supporters when he was 
Albion’s manager last season 
and it was feared bis appear- 
ance at the ground could lead 
to public disorder. 

Roche wrote to Gould: “You 
or any other manager may 
attend any match at any time 
within this police area. May I 
apologise for any embarrass- 
ment or inconvenience caused 
by foe police involvement in 
this inodem." 

Middlesbrough want to 
sign the Bournemouth mid- 
field player. Brian McGorry, 
on the recommendation of his 
former school friend, Craig 
Hignett. Middlebrough 
bought Hignett from Crewe 
Alexandra for £500.000 two 
months ago. 

McGorry is Bournemouth’s 
leading scorer this season and 
is also being watched by 
Sheffield United and Wimble- 
don. Bournemouth snapped 
him up from non-league Wey- 
mouth, where he was working 
in a holiday camp, for 
£15.000. Middlesbrough 
watched the powerful 
McGorry against Reading on 
Saturday. 


Southampton pair 
will miss cup-tie 


THE Southampton forward, 
lain Dowie, and midfield 
player, Terry Huriock. will 
miss the FA Cup third-round 
tie at Nottingham Forest an 
January 3 after having sus- 
pensions confirmed. They 
were booked at Everton on 
Saturday and exceeded 20 
disciplinary points, so being 
banned automatically for two 
matches. They win also miss 
Southampton’s Premier 
League match against Leeds 
United. 

Birmingham City yesterday 
completed the loan signing of 
foe Southampton forward. 
David Speedie, for a third 
month, but their manager. 
Terry Cooper, has delayed his 
dear-out of his first-team 
squad until foe new year. 
Cooper had intended to circu- 
late a list of players available 
for transfer this week but has 
put foe plan on hold. 

Bolton Wanderers yester- 


day signed David Lee. foe 
winger, for £200,000 from 
Southampton, who will re- 
ceive additio nal payments of 
up to £75,000 depending on 
the number of games he plays. 

Two young Sheffield Wed- 
nesday players have been re- 
leased on loan. Michael 
Williams, a forward, has gone 
to Halifax for a month, and 
Julian Watts, a centre bade, 
has joined Shrewsbury. Cam- 
bridge United yesterday 
signed foe experienced Wat- 
ford forward, Steve Butler, 30. 

Mansfidd, of foe Barclays 
League second division, were 
yesterday put up for sale. The 
parent company. Abacus Mu- 
nicipal Holdings, is ready to 
relinquish its involvement as 
soon as a buyer can be found. 
Geoffrey Hall, managing di- 
rector of both Abacus and the 
dub, said that foe dub’s 
immediate future was not in 
jeopardy. 


Celebrations turn sour 


Buenos Aires: One child was 
killed, about a hundred people 
were wounded and 139 
arrested in football-related vio- 
lence at the end of Argentina’s 
first division championship. 
r-A one-year-old boy died 
after being hit by a stray bullet 
as supporters in a Buenos 
Aires suburb fired guns to 
celeb rare the first title success 
for Boca Juniors for 1 1 years. 
Fifteen policemen were 


among those injured as hooli- 
gans dashed with police at 
grounds where Boca Juniors 
and the runners-up. River 
Plate, were playing. 

River Plate’s match started 
late because police had to use 
tear gas to dear foe pitch. The 
referee. Juan Bava, aban- 
doned foe game before the 
start of the second half when 
fighting broke out in the 
stands. 






ch us if you can-. New Zealand Endeavour, the high-tech 2 5^-metre maxi, is caught with a fisheye lens going through its pacesinSydney harbour yesterday. 
The ketch is strongly fonrjpri to win the annu al 630 nautical mile Sydney to Hobart race, this year involving 115 yachts, which begins on Boxing aay 


Intriguing contest for minor honours 


By Barry Pickthabl 


THE BRITISH | 
■ CHALLE NGE 


AS THE crews on Commer- 
cial Union and Nudear Elec- 
tric dosed to within 2.000 
miles of Hobart yesterday in 
their nail-biting dud to win 
the second stage of the British 
Steel Challenge yacht race 
around the world, a battle of 
equal intensity was developing 
for fourth place. 

Remarkably, after racing 
more than 6,500 miles 
around Cape Horn and across 
foe Southern Ocean. 93 miles 
is all that divides fourth-placed 
Coopers & Lybrand, skippered 
by Vivien Cherry, and Group 
4 Securitas, in seventh place. 


Between them. Pride of Tees- 
side and Heath Insured are so 
dose that they are swapping 

plappg almrxj dail y 

The BT computer monitor- 
ing foe performance of foe 
yachts predicted yesterday that 
there will be less than an hour 
dividing Richard Mem- 
weather's Commercial Union 
from Nudear Electric when 
they reach Tasmania early in 
January. Coopers ft Lybrand, 
Pride of Teesside, Heath In- 
sured and Group 4 Securitas 
are also expected to arrive 
within short order, two days 
later. 


The crew on the dismasted 
Bri tish Steel II ra t it i nu ts to 
make slow prog r ess towards 
New Zealand. With no sign 
on the immediate horizon of a 
passing s h i p bringing them 
foe fad required to cover foe 
remaning 2,000 miles, Peter 
Phillips and his crew on 
Rhone-Poulenc have agreed to 
pass over all they can spare 
when foe yachts cross wakes 
later today. 

Unlike British Steel II, foe 
leaders have been making 
excellent progress during foe 
past few days, averaging more 
than eight knots. However. 


the latest weather charts sug- 
gest that a high pressure 
system will reduce the Roaring 
Forties and Screaming Sixties 
to note more foan a whimper 
for the remainder of foe week. 
Race organisers expect the 
first yacht to reach Hobart 
around January 6. - 

LEADING POSITIONS (* 15.00 GMT 

ymtercte, wfih mfles to Hobart): 1, 

Commercial Union (R Mentaertha)?'? )3B5; 
2. Nudrer Electric (J CManlarfl, i,890;ft 
Haforau Laoar (P Gass). 2.163; 4, Coopers 
& Lybrand (V Chany), 2.163; 5, Pride of 
Teesside 0 MocGBmuL P.330; & Math 
Insured (A Denman), £*7; 7, Group 4 

Securitas (M Gottid, Z371; ft Interaprav 

fP J afire), 2,629; ft RhoneAxtenc (P 
frtfps). 2,880. Raved Brtfefi steal I 
(dtenasted — rwacing tor Now Zealand). 
□ on data ajplad by HT 



LATEST 

POSITIONS 

“St 
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RUGBY LEAGUE 


Devereux move is blocked 


CLUBS are resisting a new 
assault on F.wglreh players 
from Australia. John Dever- 
eux. foe former Wales rugby 
union international, is foe 
second player to have his 
hopes of joining Manly- 
Warringah next summer 
foiled, following foe damp- 
down on Garry Schofield by 
Leeds. 

Manly have been forced to 
drop their interest in Scho- 
field. who is taking legal 
advice about compensation 
from Leeds, and have now 
withdrawn a short-term con- 
tract offered to Devereux 
because his dub. Widnes. 
objected to inadequate insur- 
ance guarantees, of £50.000, 
against injury. 

Devereux, 26, said yester- 
day: “Widnes didn't really 
want me to go. I'm very 
disappointed because I've 
bem out of work since return- 
ing from foe Great Britain 
tour last summer and this 
contract meant security for my 
family." 

The dilemma between play- 
ers wanting to improve their 
incomes by playing all year 
and dubs protecting their 
assets is set to intensity. Eng- 
land is seen as a fertile 


By Christopher Irvine 

recruiting ground for foe four 
new dubs thatwDl join Austra- 
lia^ WinfeW Cup competition 
in 1995- 

With lucrative purses 1 .on 
offer, more players may be 
encouraged to look at a 
permanent escape from an 
even more overcrowded dom- 
estic fixture list next sea- 
son. 

Denis Betts, a critic of the 
English s ystem , arid Phil 
Clarke, who are two of Great 
Britain’s brightest playing 
prospects, are already being 
linked with the move next year 



Devereux: thwarted 


by John Monk, their coach at 
Wigan, to Auckland. 

In the growing row over 
Hundef s refusal to play their 
match on Sbnday after a frosty 
pitch was passed fit by foe 
referee. Badey have appealed 
for foe award of two points by 
the Rugby Football League 
(RFL), which will consider the 
case next month. 

A finny of late postpone- 
ments last weekend has 
prompted a new instruction to 
referees, by the RFL. to be on 
hand for inspection of 
grounds 2h hours before kick- 
off when conditions are bad. 

The cold weather has 
caused die postponement of 
the Regal Trophy third-round 
tie between Bradford North- 
ern and Widnes tonight. It 
has been rescheduled for next 
Tuesday and, if play is not 
possible at OdsaL it is likely to 
be switched to either Valley 
Parade or Headingley. 

St Helens have rejected an 
offer from Wigan to switch 
their first division match on 
Sunday to Central Park if foe 
Knowsley Road pitch is unfit. 
Wigan, whose ground has 
undersoil heating, wanted to 
avoid a postponement because 
of possible fixture congestion. 


HOCKEY 


India trip blocked 
by cricket dash 


By Sidney Friskin 


THE Indira Gandhi tourna- 
ment in Bombay, already 
postponed from January to 
February, suffered another set- 
back ye&erday when it was 
postponed indefinitely 
because of a dash with the 
England cricket tour of India. 

But Peter Sharpe, the chair- 
man of international teams 
committee of the Hockey Asso- 
ciation, said yesterday: “dear- 
ly if puts our participation in 
some doubt. But we would 
obviously want to consider it 
when we know what foe new 
dates are particularly if they 
are of help in our build up to 
foe junior world cup in Spain 
next September.” 

Ragimandhan Prasad, the 
president of the Indian Hock- 
ey Federation (IH^ said in 
New Delhi that foe event 
would have dashed with foe 
third cricket .Test between 
India and England in Bom- 
bay. “Spectators and television 
viewers would have been faoed 
with a difficult choke," he 
said. 

The Indian federation is 
seeking new dates from the 
international federation and 


stifi hope that the event will be 
held. Australia and Malaysia 
withdrewfbr security reasons, 
after the religious disturbances 
in India, reducing foe field to 
five teams, but Japan has 
been invited to join India, 
England, Holland, Spain and 
Russia in the competition. 

The news of foe indefinite 
postponement will doubtless 
be a relief to foe organisers of 
foe Pizza Express national 
league, which is due to resume 
on January 24 after the winter 
break. 

Most of foe places for foe 
final stages of foe national 
indoor chib championship at 
Crystal Palace, London, on 
January 22 have now been 
filled St Albans, the holders, 
qualify automatically. The two 
places from the South have 
been won by Blackheath and 
East Grinstead 
Old Lougbtonians qualified 
last Sunday from the East and 
Firebrands earned their place 
earlier from the West. The two 
teams from tire Midlands will 
be decided on January 3 at 
Cocks Moors Wood leisure 
centre, Birmin gham . 


BADMINTON 

Barcelona 
champion 
ranked one 

SUS$ Susanti, die Olympic 
women's champion, tops foe 
end-of-year rankings issued fay 
the International Badminton 
Federation. She also won foe 
Japanese. German and Thai- 
land open championships, but 
Allan Budi Kusuma, Indone- 
sia’s other gold medal winner 
in Barcelona, was only third. 

Joko Suprianto, of Indone- 
sia, topped the men’s rankings 
ahead of Rashid Sidek. of 
Malaysia. 

Two changes to the ranking 
system have caused the sur- 
prises. Rankings are now 
based on results from eight 
events and 15 matches over 
only 12 months and with- 
drawals now count as losses. 
The latter change may have 
been introduced to deter play- 
ers from scratching from a 
tournament to avoid a defeat 


RANMNGS; Uen: 1, J SuprtartO (tncJo); 2, 
Rasttd Sidek (Malaysia); a. A B Kusuma 
): < A Wiranata (todo): 5. H Suwnto 
|; 6. T Stuer-Lauttsen (Den); 7, Wu 
. * A Harvaito (todo). 9, Liu 

Jm pWna); 10. B Suorianlo (MOV 
Woman; 1 , S Susans nndo); ft Bang Soo- 

hyin (S KoO: ft Tang Jhiiong (Chna). 4. S 
Kjaunawanfvn (Mo); 5. Un Haotenq 
ft Ye Ztaoylng (0*w); 7. Lea 
-yy (SKon: ft C Maoninscn 
I: ft S JamenaH (Mo); 10. V Karate 
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FRANCE 

Chamonix 20 „ 

(Good skBng on hardpacked snow. 4 Bits /57 pistes open) 

biClusaz 25 150 good open lair 1C 10/12 

(Best skiing on upper slopes. Clifts/ 56 pistes open) 

ids Manures 4b 150 good open fair 2C 12/12 

■I (Cross country trails open. 52 HRs/ 57 pistes open) 

Tlgnes 120 360 good open sunny QC 12/12 

(Deep, hardpacked snow at all levels. Most Hfts/pfetes open) 

VffitakB - 25 170 tak open sunny -2C 12/12 

(Best skBng on upper slopes. 15 Bfis open) 

AUSTRIA 

Kjtfcuhel 20 60 Hr open cloudy 2C 13112 

(Snow cover thin on tower slopes. 54 Efts / 45 pistes open) 

Saalbach™ 30 75 grad open bright 2C 12/12 

(Some artificial snow on lower slopes. 60/65 Bfts open) 

St Anton 30 250 fair open bright 1C 12/12 

(Best skBng above middle station. All Bfts / pistes open) 

SWITZERLAND 

Grans Morttena.. 30 350 good open sunny X 12/12 

(Good skung on hate base. 33/40 Hits open) 

lenzerheide 50 150 good open suiny QC 10/12 

(Good tiring throughout resort Al Ifts / pistes open) 

Les Dabferats.... 20 370 pood open sunny -SC 11/12 

(Good skiing at aflevets, best on glacier) 

Saas Fee 50 190 good Open sunny 0C 12/12 

(Dry snow on alt slopes. 22 Hfts ( 30 pistes) 

ITALY 

Coumayeur 120 250 good open sunny -3C 7/12 

^ (Good tiding. 21 25 pistes open) 

Livigno 55 250 lair open dowdy -1C 12/12 

(Lower dopes hard. 25 Bts / 7S pistes open) 
MdiCamplgfo...eO 120 good open sunny 

(Best sfcftng fn mountains. 22 fifta and aft pistes open) 
SauzetfOubc..— 90 130 good open dear 1C 9/12 

(AitiBdal snow on tower dopes. Afl 23 lifts open) 

SPAIN 

Arcafe 20 110 _9°** , 1C ia ^ 2 

(Dry snow on groomed peteft 8 Hits/ 17 pfates open) 
I nfu r ma tfan supplied by Std Hotfine 


— 5/12 


Russian fails 
a drug test 

Galina Ikon niko va, is the lan»ct 
Russian athlete to become 
involved in a drug controver- 
sy. The Swiss Athletics Federa- 
tion announced yesterday that 
traces of the anabolic agent 
nretftyltestosteron, had been 
found in samples she gave 
after the Morat-Fribourg road 
race on October 4. 

Three Russians, including 
the world champion hurdlers, 
Ludmila Naroshilenko and 
Margarita Ponymaryeva. 
were told to leave Sweden last 
week after steroids woe found 
in a bag belonging to their 
coach. 

Quick victory 

Boxing: Julio Ctsar Vdsquez. 
of Argentina, won the vacant 
Worio Boxing Association 
(WBA) light-middleweight 
title in Buenos Aires when he 
knocked out his Japanese op- 
ponent Hiroshi Kamfyam. in 
foe first round. 

Rauatunga stays 

Cricket Aijuna Ranatunga 
has been retained as Sri 
Lanka's captain for the visit of 
England in. March. 


FOOTBALL 


FA CUP: SeooiKtound rep lay: Poat- 
ponad: Snyv Wlpan. 

TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP: Second 
wot Poaycnod: Starttousonir v For- 
far. SfcccncHOund replay: PoMponed: 
IvVaeofL&wn. 

TROPHY; Rra round: Poaf- 

pened: Boumemouft v RaacSnp. 
koraCA LEAGUE OF WALES CUP: 
P Wn rii Miy round: Po stp oned: Conrah's 
Quay v Nawttmn 

NEMLLE OVENDEN COMBINATION: 
Rret dMatarc Luton 1. Swindon ft Ipwtah 
LWegHam ft Second tflvWorr Canflf 3, 

PONT1NS LEAGUE: Rrw efiuOon: Po*t- 


County v Sake; R o t h ertWn v Aston 

Late resits an Monday 
PRSJIB1 LEAGUE NCWW? ft tewti ft 
Au&nfero Trophy. Fim round aanet 4, 
Catefisster ft Pondns Lbbqub: Rret dM- 
aioft Fttpamd: VWwrtwnpton Wands-, 
ere v Bomstey. Vauxhs* FA ffophy; ThW 
oualffying mind replay: Po st po n ed: VS 
Rugby vSiiton CoBfed Town. Sands 
matQhBE EngBsh AdUas Under-IS Do- 
phjr Bacfa nJ aNra Q, Northats ft Mddb- 
sex i, Essax Z Sussex 5, Surrey 3. Mare 
Lancashire Under-19 tip Btock- 
4, Ha&oSan 1. 

1: Rhondda 4. Cerda 2. 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL ~ 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE (NFL): 
Mas Cowboys 41. Atlanta Fdcons 17. 

SWIMMING ~ 

SPEBX3 SRmSH GRAND PftX 
RANKINGS Aaadtta after too ranta): 
Men; Spitt freestyle M Foster (Sonet 
Cophi [oa P H ow (tty d BtortnfroTi). 
ffipts. Distance (mnotylu. I lore, ffl. 
Backstroke: G Robins (ponsnnjh 
), 90. BreestatroJes M VHfams 

1. a. Butterfly: Footer, 68. 

a, 68. Women: Spirt 
tage (Borough rfWrHees). 
. i: A Pendricti (Bet*- 

. 91 , BOOstrOkK H Stater (Wteifara 

ngton), 64, DmftVtfnrirn: K Rata 
ft 34. BMy; s Dytea (Cfly of 
toAMatieyibtfv, 69- 



ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (NWJ: Hartford 

warn 6. ManbaafCanatSenez New Yorit 

Ranoere 3, New Jersey DevQs 0; wasttag- 

tor Cffitets 4. Ottawa Senators 3: Pttte- 

bwpi Penguins 7. Ouebac Nordtauee 4: 

5,_San Jose Sharia 4; 

ift&flnant m OiareZ. 

HEJNEXEN LEAGUE 
Premier division 


P W 

CatSfl -— 14 ii 

WSUayto 18 10 

MiJTByaeki-— 16 B 

Rfa 18 9 

Bradmal 17 7 

Hurroenld9._ 15 7 
PStaftorough- 15 7 
Notftighesn.-. . ifl 6 

DumatL is 6 

B*ngfs»n_ 18 4 


L F APB 
2124 70 23 
8134144 20 
0146118 19 

9118118 18 
8 96 95 18 
8 84 88 14 
81Q3106 14 
8116129 14 
8 95 97 13 


3 11125177 11 


SQUASH 


DOHA: Qatar IMINRbobI tournament 

Bnat Janjtior Wien (Pak) hr C Diarw 
(Aus), 1M, 14-15, 12-15, Ifrft 15-11. 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): Ptfe- 
de^tea^TSsre 113, Indiana Paras 101; 
Ctaafond Cvflere 111, W aa Nn ag i Bid- 
Wa 107 (0T): CWcaeo Bub 88. tSri Haa 
aft 

RUGBY UNION ~~ 


TENNIS 


COVD7TRY: LTA Reebofc tour awt 
OiartBH&^WorcCVVWnemHart^bi 
D Sextere (Somesaq, 4-6, 6 - 2 , 6-4; J 
Hfoter(Surey) bt D nk(UrKta,84, 2ft, 3- 
3: P Hand (Berks) bt □ fre^d (Ufa). 7 I 
84 A Foster (Suite) bt N vital fltentsi), eft 
34, 6-Z Woman: J Wood MdOO bt T 
CrtBon patyti. ftft 6ft; A&npUn 
(Utos) be SA Sdodi (Dors*). 4ft, 6-ft 
A van Buursn (Hoi O t* V Late (Dovon), 7ft, 
84; G Caraoal(Hoi) bt ASrrtlh (State), 6- 
3,3-2. 

COftAL GABLES, Fforida Oranga Be* 


fotemetto n a l ftnfor c ha mpfonaWpe (Sa- 
leaad resit); Mente afoataa. 18 and 
under First round F Kascafc (Cz) bt A 
Bchartson (QB), 6-4. 7-6. 

CRICKET 

CASTLE CUP: Joh a n n a a btfac Transvaal 
299 and 234-6 dec; Border tSOand 177 (S 
Jack 447). Transvaal won by 1B6 tens. 
Pretoria: Northern Transvaal 388 red 100: 
Free State 246 and 243ft (R Steym 82 rut 
on). Free State won by tour wictals. Cape 
Town; Westwn Provta 278 and 70Z. 
Eastan PrnWce 350 and 134-2. Eastern 
Prwtoce won by gi^t wtetats. 

BOXING 

BUENOS AIRES: World Bering Aaaoc*- 

asp™ 

VOLLEYBALL 

ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAhO LEAGUE 
Men’s first dmteton 

P W L F A PB 

SuRMaza 8 8 0 24 3 24 

WeaTSet..„.„. 8 ? 1 23 5 S 

JN3 . 8 6 2 18 0 20 

f 5 3 17 12 18 

BettahR. 7 4 3 15 10 15 

a«iw» 8 3 5 10 19 14 

SSL2° 5 ? 8 11 18 12 

HWtend-j. 8 1 7 5 33 10 

Gteegow Grass. B 0 8 3 24 8 

Women’s test efivteton 

P W L F A Pis 

grapTsajreaj 8 8 0 34 3 24 

OregowP 8 7 1 22 3 22 

- — 8 5 3 17 12 18 

SHat*0Bd-.... 8 5 3 19 14 18 

8 4 4 13 17 16 
U* 8 3 5 12 19 14 

SSjaflO- 8 2 6 9 19 11 

Ptegqf 8 O 6 3 34 8 

RACKETS 

qUEEN-S OJJB, London; PitofcscfiQQia 

itasKts 


SQUASH 


Whitlock’s support may 
not save championship 

players want to compete in 


THE Squash Rackets Associ- 
ation (SRA) has abandoned its 
1993 England selection crite- 
rion for foe national champ- 
ionship in Manchester next 
month but, despite support 
from Philip Whitlock, foe 
England captain, and Peter 
Marshall.. the British champK 
on, hopes that the move would 
end a boycott by foe top 20 
men were still doubtful last 
night (Colin McQuillan 
writes). 

Whitlock appeared to have 
rescued foe newly shaped 
English men’s championshi p 
yesterday when he gained 
unanimous approval from fel- 
low professionals about a sug- 
gestion to commit to any 
farthe r men’s national events 
offering agreed minimum 
prize funds while deciding 
about entry this year without 
prejudice to national selection. 

Marshall was among play 1 
ers who contacted foe SRA to 
agree that the position negoti- 
ated by Whitlock offered a 
platform to promote a signifi- 
cant event in future. 

According to Chris Gotla, 
foe SRA chief executive, other 


Manchester but are unwilling 
to break foe boycott organised 
by the top 20 players last week. 

Gotla suggested that pres- 
sure is being applied to the 
players from an unknown 
source, and said the men’s 
championship will not take 
place unless agreement is 
reached by January 4. “Philip 
and I agreed that this is vital to 
the championship and foe 
whole professional game in 
England," Gotla said last 

mt 
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RACING 

ComnieiKaty 

Call 0891 500 123 

Results 

Call 0891 100 123 
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6.00 Ceefex (39410) 650 BBC Brmkfest News (406108781 

05 ( 43 °20 1 4) 950 

JSwSj sSoc^fi his father to visit (r) 

Pan three of ihemitwai 

10.00 hteiw regwHal news and weather (3301052) 10.05 mavdava at 

J* Stop (s) (9917385) 1050 Bal^ fteStte 

<1 nn ■? ie . r ^ ai Visits New Yotk (r) (82878) 

Chakiris 

w! Ti^mS^SSuST ' 86,1 "■ ftncterai MBte °- "■»«' 

1250 Good Maming Advent Calendar. John Tovey's contradicted low- 

S^^S£^ 9 ?^ ,mas W3*§3™i 

(Ceef3X) Vte “ h * (85K6 ) 

150 Bdorado (r). (Ceefax) (s) (37007675) 

220 Light-Hearted western, based on 

h lil^J V w en ^!_ 8tarrin9 James (Saner as a cowardly gambler 
_ __ S^^^£ te J 3,rBCted ^ ^ Averbadt (Ceefax) (4054859) 
350 Dooby Duck's Euro Tour (s) (9419651) 355 RaSo RoaSnnis 
and Owe cause chaos at a holiday camp in the last of the apftoq m 
( s) (5855859) 4.10 The New rt 

£817®!) 4-20 Watt on Earth. LaSof the (S 

_ ft 8 * give s them mind-raadtng powers. (Ceefax) (5510675) 

5 -°° N®**™*™ 1 (2209675) 5.10 Grange nil. Children's drama serial 
. (08521 01 ) 

S R S!?K W- (Ceefax) (s) (542149). N Ireland: Inside Water 

6.00 Six O Clock News with Ama Ford and Andrew Harvey. (Ceefax) 


550 Regional News Magazines (946). Northern Ireland: Neighbours 
7-00 Eldorado (r). (Ceefax) (s) (8859) ^ 

Tomorrow's World Christmas Quiz, Annual quiz about puzzling 
nwantrans With aiests Josie Lawrence, Wayne Dobson, Mike 
McSnane, lan McCasWn and the gladiator , Wolf. (Ceefax) (s) (830) 

S.00 Wafting for God. Ageist comedy starring Stephanie Cote and 
Graham Crowden. Diana’s attitude to Christmas is entirely 
predictable, whiise Tom endeavours to enter into the spirit of the 
season by inviting a couple of down-and-outs to share the holiday 
with them at Bayvjew. (Ceefax) (s) (423588) 

850 Points of View with Anne Robinson (s) (301120) 

950 Nine O'clock News wfth Michael Buerk. (Ceefax) Regional news 
and weather (3033) 



Subconclous analysis: Lenny Henry, BUI Paterson (940pm) 


950 Lenity Henry; In Dreams 

• CHOICE: It may be Christmas but even so this is a strange 
offering. Anyone expe* .ng Lenny Henry's gloriously uninhibited 
comedy, the raffin' 1 .jS and the manic laugh, wffl be largely 
disappoihtecf. Ins' ad he plays a man tormented by dreams and 
nightmares ~ .nore of the latter than the former. There appears to 
be real e- . .o some of the items, notably the opening "dream" in 
which Henry is hounded by a pack ol intrusive pressmen and takes 
suitably drastic action. Other dreams are more traditional, such as 
being (ate for your own wedding or having your clothes stolen from 
a beech. Bill Paterson appears as Henry's shrink and Barry Norman 
appears as Barry Norman. The film claims that the most popular 
British dream is having tea with the Queen, it is good that the 
monarchy has some role left in the 1990s. (Ceefax) (s) (29679) 
1050 Rim: Someone's Watching Me (1978). Naif-biting suspense 
thriller starring Lauren Hutton as a television director who moves 
into a luxury apartment and becomes aware that she Is being 
observed. Directed by John Carpenter. (Ceefax) ^5694472). N 
Ireland: In Performance 11 .10 Film: Someone's Watching Me 
12.05am Robert Palmer — Riding tfigh. The singer performs Jazz and 
blues and a selection of his own songs in a concert recorded at the 
Albert Hall (s) (1594095) 1255 Weather (5159927). Northern 
Ireland* 12.45 Robert Palmer 1.35-1 .40 A Hard Road 


BBC2 


8-00 Breakfast News (5830588) 8.15 Fibre The Falcon's Aflbf (1946, 
b/w) starring Tom Conway as the smooth super sleuth on the trail of 
a killer. Directed by Ray McCaray (254656) 

9.15 FUrre This Happy Breed (1944) starring Robert Newton, Celia 
Johnson and John MM Noel Coward's nostalgic chronicle erf a 
working-class family In south London between the wars. Directed by 
David Lean (86B26743) 

11.00 Greenclaws for children (r) (2934507) 

11.15 Kali the Lion. John and Simon King follow the dons of Mustera 

Marsh in Kenya (r). (Ceefax) (263304) ' 

12.15 Nikolaeva Plays Shostakovich. Preludes and Fugues numbers 
ten to 13 (s) (752588) 12A5 Balloon. Animation (r) (s) (43329588) 

1-00 Sailing. The Black Bode Ultra 30 Grand Prix sates (1 TffTSi 

2.00 News and weather (89895149) 2.05 Dance With Me, Henry. 
Memories of wartime ^tterfcxjg fevsr. live dance bands' and the rock 

• W rofl rebellion (r) (46763859) 

255 Ctruntry FBe with John Craven (r) (9444507) 

3.00 News. (Ceetax) Weather (7396946) 345 Christmas In the City. 
Carols from the City Half in Belfast (r) (9748101) 

350 News. (Ceefax) Weather, regional news and weather (6556859) 

4JM Animation Now (r) (2793675) 

4.15 FDire The Thirty-Nine Slaps (1935, tYw). 

• CHOICE* Alfred Hitchcock's fast, funny and wonderfully inventive 
chase thrfflar is nomfriaDy based on the John Buchan newel, but, as 
often with Hitch, the literary source is onjy.-o starting point The 
boldest departure was the introduction of a female lead (Madeleine 
CarrdO lo whom the tern Richard Harway (Robert Donat) could be 
handcuffed -during their flight across the Scottish moors. Dona's 
emoUonaBy charged visit to me puritanical crofter (John Laurie) and 
his wife (Peggy Ashcroft) Is another invention and so is Mr Memory, 
the music-hail artist who holds the secret of the spy tag. Logically 
the story is fuR-of holes but Hitchcock maintains such a cracking 
pace that there Is hardly time to notice. Few British films of the 
period hold up so weD (1887897) 

5.40 Life with Elba Continuing [he Edwardian. comedy starring John 
Sessions. (Ceefax) (788014) 

550 Star Trek. Cult science-fiction series starring William Shadier and 
Leonard Nfmoy (r). (Ceefax) (792014) 

6.40 DEF II: Rough Guide to the World’s Islands. In the last 
programme of the series, Magenta De Vine and Rafan Defer visit 
Crete. Rhodes and Karpalhos (s) (748588) 



A tenor sings: Pladdo Domingo In festive spirit (75 Opm) 


7.30 Christmas In Vienna. Jos6 Carreras, Diana Ross and Pladdo 
Domingo In concert live from the Vienna City Hall (b) (48101) 

8-30 Open Space: Kurdistan — the Promised Country. Exile 
Hoshmand Othman visits the Kurdish safe haven m Iraq to find out 
how his countrymen are faring after years of persecution at the 
hands. Saddam Hussein. (Ceefax) (4656) 

9.00 Film: Droamchild (1085), Coral Browne and lan Holm star in this 
intriguing fantasy by Dennis Porter In which Alice Hargreaves, the 
inspiration for Lams Carraffs Afiee in Wonderland, becomes 
increasingly haunted by her childhood memories. Directed by 
Gavin Millar. (Ceefax) (2304) 

10.30 Newsnlght with Peter Snow (628520) 

11.15 Film: Le Cop II (1989). Passable sequel to the hit French thriller, 
starring Philippe Noiret and Thierry Lhermitte. When Frangois 
admits to corruption he and Ren6 are suspended, but their 
replacements are more corrupt than they have ever been. Directed 
by Claude ZMi (276385) 1.00 Weather (9386328) 


VkleoPbo* «id the Video PhtsCodos 

The numbers next in exh IV programme feting are Video PtosCode"* numbers, 
which aOow you to programme your video recorder Instantly with a VdeoFlus*™ 
handsel. videofluM- can' be used with most videos. Tap in the Mdeo PkfiCode for the 
programme you wish to raeonL For more detafc cal VldeoPlus on 0839 121 204 toils 
charged ai 4Bp per mmuie paafc. 36p ott-peab or wme id VfeeoPlusr-, Aoomat lid, 
5 iuory House. Plantation wharf, London 5W11 3TN. Vkteopfcw- (™), Ptuscode(™l 
and toteo Programmer are trademarks erf Gemsor Marketing lid 


1TV LONDON 


6.00 TV-arn (5268439) 

9.25 The New Adventures of He-Man Macho animation (6453894) 
950 Thames newa (9927762) 

9.55 Fibre The Return of Superbug (1978) starring Rud Rittbarg and 
Katfwn Oginskf. Comic caper. An almost human Volkswagen and a 
small robot lake on the vjllakis who are threatening to overrun the 
once island paradise of Lamaroie (78454948) 
ll.40Stuntmasters. Death-defying feats (4655743) 
f2J0LurreMme News with Dermof Mumaghan. (Oracle) Weather 
(1408014) 12-50 Thames News (11114014) 

UJO Home and Away. {Oracle) (70684) 

1 J30 Film: The Shaggy DA (1976). Disney family comedy starring Dean 
Jones as a lawyer whose election chances are threatened by the 
discovery of an ancient ring which changes him into a sheepdog 
whenever die Latin inscription is read out. Directed by Robert 
Stevenson (25797052) 

3.10 UN News headlines (7307052) 3.15 Thames News (7306323) 
3L20 Famines. Soap linking the north of England with Australia 
(3224656) 

3.50 Film: A Hobo’s Christmas (1897) starring Charlie Carson as a 
salesman who deserts his family toliveaaa tramp, 20 years on he 
decides to pay his son and grandchildren a surprise visit. Directed 
by Will Mackenzie (492304) 

5.40 Early Evening News. (Oracle) Weather (446526) 

6.00 Home and Away (r). (Oracle) (762) 

&30 Thames News (994) 

7.00 This Is Your Life. Michael Aspei is standing by to surprise another 
unsuspecting worthy (s) (6255) 

7.30 Coronation Street (Oracle) (526) 

8.00 Des O'Connor Tonight The entertainer is joined by Paul Anka, 
Sharon Qess, Brian Conley, Frank Bruno, the Simmons Brothers 
' end Michael Bolton (s) (4743) 

9XK> Fibre Buster (1988). Rock star Phil Collins plays the titte role in a 
romanticised account of the career of the great tram robber. Busier 
Edwards. SmaD-vime crook Buster moves into the big time when he 
joins a gang planning to rob e mail train carrying a huge amount of 
used banknotes. With Ju&e Walters as Buster's wife. Directed by 
David Green. (Oracle) (s) (continues after the news) (4 507) 

10.00 News at Ten with John Suchet (Oracle) Weather (400507) 10.20 
Thames News (730385) 

10.30 Film: Buster. The conclusion (173568] 

11.20 Film: The Bride (1985) starring Sting as Dr Frankenstein who 
creates the perfect woman for his original monster. Directed by 
Franc Roddam (a) (77849168) 

1.30am Film: The Black WlndmQI (1 974). Michael Caine stars as a spy 
wfra ctisoovere that his son has been kidnapped in a disappointingly 
conventiona! thriller from tha Dirty Horry director Don Siegel 
(678927) 

3J2S Film: Cady’s Web (1987). Pilot for an abortive TV series starring 
Daphne Ash brook as an ambitious dark in tire American justice 
department who uncovers a web of deceit and blackmail. Directed 
by Kevin Inch (203618) 

5.1 5 America's Top Ten (a) (3838569) 

&55 mt Morning News (5591989). Ends at 6.00 



SmaO-ttme crook to great train robber: PhB Coffins (9 -00pm) 


CHANNEL 4 


SSS’SSKffl H i™ 

9,25 Laurel and Hardy. Cartoon version (5005033) 9.30 Sesame 
Street Earty teaming series (44859) . . 

10J0 FDm: Charlie Chaplin Cavalcade (1938 b/w). Four shore from 
Chaplin's period at Mutual — One AM, The Pawnshop, The 
FtoorwaBterandTheFtink[47B97) 

l&ODThe Lorax A Dr Seuss animation about the disastrous effects or 
man's greed on the environment (90168) 

12.30 Famous People, Famous Places. Qua game mtroducad by 
Wffliam G. Stevvart (92531) , _ ,, \ . 

1.00 Ama of Green GaMas — The SoqueL Anne (Megan Follow®) is 
now an adult aid determined to be a writer, hul failure fo find a 
publisher depresses her and she leaves her boytitend (Jonst^ 
Crombie) to become a teacher far horn Prince Edward Isana (r) 
(61013656) 

3.20 Morris’s Disappearing Bag. Animation about a >**££ I rabbit 
rejected by his older brother and sister at Christmas (7385830) 

3.30 Transformations. The last of four programmes examining our 
relationships with the world around us. The subject is death. Among 
those taking part are scientist David Lortmer, the Dalai Lama, 
Mother Teresa and hospice founder Dame Cicely Saunders (57323) 

4J0 Rarg. Animated adventures narrated by Nigel Hawthorn (r) (439) 

5.00 Film: A Connecticut Yankee In King Arthur's Court (1989) 
stamng Keshia Knight PuBiam. Moderate television version of Mark 
Twain’s tale of a ten-year-old girl who is knocked out by a taH from a" 
horse and transported bat* to the court of King Arthur in Came lot. 
With Emma Samms and Jean Marsh. Directed by Mel DamskJ 
(96352830) 

645 Air Pirates of the Outback. Puppet animation from Australia 
(187897) 

7.00 Channel 4 News. (Teletext) Weather (1 59830) 

7 SO Comment. Godfrey Meyneil argues tor seasonal sympathy for the 
Royal Family (373052) 

8410 Braokslde. Topical drama serial set in a suburban Merseyside 
dose. (Teletext) (s) (3197) 

8j 3Q The Feast of Christmas, in the last of the series Paul Levy enjoys 
Twelfth Night wassailing m Somerset and samples Claudia Roden's 
Moroccan Christmas snake. (Teletext) (2052) 



Stand and deUven deadpan comedian Jack Dee (9.00pm) 


9.00 The Jack Dee Show. 

• CHOICE: A seasonal special features the rising young comedian 
«r» stand-up routines from London's Bohemia Club, with guest spots 
from Tom Jones and a gory magician from the United Slates who 
not only threatens to saw his own arm in half but proceeds to do rr. 
Viewers of a sensitive disposition are warned. Bui this is Jack Dee's 
night. He Is a promising writer-performer who has won a cult 
tollcwing with his wry humour and deadpan style. Although he does 
a passable imitation of John Major, and slips in the odd Fergie joke, 
much ol his material is drawn from the frustrations ol everyday We. 
such as standing in bank queues or breaking down on the 
motorway. In this respect he Is reminiscent of Jasper Carrott, except 
. that he does without a stool. But It is unlikely that Dee or his Ians 
would welcome the comparison (2149) 

10.00 Pallas 2. Spoof soap (s) (419120) 

10.25 The Golden Girts. Blanche and Sophie claim they have 
experienced dose encounters of the spiritual kind — but nobody 
wiB believe them. Staring Bee Arthur, Rue McClanahan, Betty White 
and Estelle Getty (Teletext} (s) (434439) 

10.55 Ftiire Police (1984). The Gerard Depardieu season concludes with 
this thriller about an uncompromising pofteeman who, . while 
Investigating a drugs operation, falls for the girlfriend of one of the 
suspects. Directed by Maurice Piaiat. In French wfth English 
subtitles' (2451 2897) 

1.00am Cftehnstord 123. Comedy series set In Roman Britain (r) (s) 
(3921502) 

1.35 Paflas 2. Shown at 10.00pm (9365705) 

ZOO The Twilight Zone: Ninety Years without Slumbering (b/w). A 
tate of the supernatural stantrg Ed Wynn (1540298). Ends at Z25 
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VARIATIONS 


ANGLIA 

As London mespt: &25-7.00 Angle News 
1509149) 

BORDER 

As London vxcapt BJX) Looteround [762] 
&307AQ Home and Away (994) 3£5 Hhi: 
My Mother's Secret Life [104906) 5.10-&40 
CmemAn radons (4315811) 

CENTRAL 

As London except: 3£0-&40 Fflrrr. Savan- 
nah Smte (492304) &ZS-7.00 Cerural 
News (5991491 3JO-5.15 Rtn One MUon 
rears BC (147989) 

GRANADA 

As London except: &20 Fftrv A Hobo's 
Chnstmes (2*60659) 5.10-5.40 Home and 
Away C4OO110) 800 Families (782) R30- 
7.00 Granada TmxqM (G04) SL25 Rm. My 
Mother's Sea el Lite (104908) 5.105.40 
CramAnraciWK 16216076) 

HTV WEST 

As London except: BJS-SJO Chforen'e 

hJard (6453694) B4» HTV NWS (762)630- 
7 JO Home and Away (994) 

HTV WALES 

As KTV West except: 6jOO-&30 Wales a 

£« 


SCOTTISH 

As London except: 9.55-11.40 Pirn. 
Raising a Rm (7B454846) 6.00 ScoOand 
Today (762) 6J0-7JXI Dean Fhein El (B&4) 

TSW 

As London except 8.00 TSW Today (782) 
630-7 JM Home end Away (994) 3L25 Flm. 
My MO0W6 Setaw Lite (104808) 5.10«A0 
OnemAOractlons (8218076) 

TVS 

As London except 630 Coast lo Coast 
(782) 630-730 Home and A*ay (994) 

TYNE TEES 

As London except: 600 Tyne Toes Today 
(7021 630-730 Home and Away (994) 
1130 Tyne Tees Sport Special- Scaitxx- 
ougfi v Arsenal (220120) tZZ 0 Ua 
StensfieW Live a Wambtoy (6656665) 130- 
130 The TwdgM 2 one (3200908) 

ULSTER 

As London except 630 Sfe Tonlgrt (782) 
630-730 Home and Away (994) 335 Frfm 
My Mover's Semi Life (10490?) 

YORKSHIRE 

As London ex c ept : 630 Calendar (762) 
830-7J»HomeandAway(994)ll30Ycxx 
March (220120) 1230 LsaStansWdlJw at 
Wendrfey (6656665) 130-130 The TwidgW 
Zone (3208908) 


S4C 

Starts: 730 The Big Breakfast (75149) 930 
you Bet Your We (6432101) 636 Laurel and 
Hardy (5005033) 930 Sesame Street 
(44069) 1030 Fin: Charfe Chapin Caval- 
cade. One AM, The Rink, The Pawnshop and 
The Ftaorw^kar (47887) 1230 The Lorax 
(99168) 1230 Sia Matfxin (325311 130 
Erseeka’a Castle (7B236) 130 RHsen To 
One (55502) 230 Dnstmas Tree Men 
(37B1) 230 Rkrc Anne d Green Gobies 
(62132385) 430 The Ma^c RoundBbou 
(8613491) 435 Stot 23 (3876252) 530 
hippo- (4033) 530 Brookstee (491) 630 
News (744948) 6.10 Neno (328538) 730 
Pobol Y Com (4897) 730 Dyma Sobin (IBB) 
830 Gian Hafran (3197) 830 News 
(877588) 035 T TangnuMOw ~ Watt) 
WHams (187043) 935 Rkn; Foote of 
Fortune (171439) 1135 The Jack Dee Snow 
(703507) 1236 The Best ol the Worci 
(7762621) 1.10 Close 

RTE 1 

Stans: 1030 Check Up (4737884) 1130 
News (47334491) 11.05 Tetotafc (24109948) 
1130 A Gathering erf Hwvere (2605365) 
1230 Nows (28567830) 1235 Know Tour 
Sport (18111830) 1230 Next Step 
(1719688) 130 The One O'Oock News 
(2448894) 130 Aertet Finance! Pages 
(19(396897) 13S Wva La Drfterence 
(43921439) 230 The winds of War 
(1430120) 330 UvBBJ Three (2609101)430 


Film: Tha Kid bom Brooklyn (Denny Kaye. 
Vera-Efcn. VrgWa Mayo) (19409651 630 
The Angeius (B257965) 631 Sot-One 
(982941 0) 630 Cartoon Tims (8518217) 
640 Who'S the Boss? 18704588) 7.10 Star 
Trek: The Non Generation (7749410) 830 
Home impro v ement (194387B) 630 Fanly 
Maim (1922385) 930 News (2617120) 
930 Kinsey (12*7472) 1030 A Kan*M on 
Hallowed Grarnd (7558656) 11-25 Dia- 
monds (57DB436) 1235 News H CM 7637) 
12.10-12.15 A Prayer at Bedwne (r834809| 
12.15 Ctoss 

NETWORK 2 

Starts: 230 Boscd (6623*743) 330 The 
Den (98765675) 335 Captain Cook's 
Travels (5982*588) 3.15 Treasure in Malta 
(58837052) 330 Ovida and me Gang 
(65046491) 3-45 How Do You DO? 
(65941946) 430 Tiny Toons (58253323) 
430 Happy ferthday (49046033) aas The 
Den's Pet Vat (49941588) 530 Seehen 
(11627528) 530W*rfl (W24565B) 630 Jo- 
Maxi (68235472) 630 Home and Away 
(66259052) 730 Nuacht (48240975) 730 
Cureai (475974911 730 Coronation Strew 
(66255236) 600 News (B6074965) 833 
Lotto Drew (96974985) 835 BtecMjoard 
Jungla (10489743) B30 The MunstereToday 
(11502217) 930 Men Bahavtig BeOy 
(22393S68) 930 News (53826149) 935 
Nonhem' Exposure (33 1 4665 D 1030 News 
(93046965) 1030 Rm. Moss Rose 
128391052)1220 Oose 


RADIO 3 


55am WaaJher 7.00 News . 

03 A Bach Album: Remcken 
(Suite No 2 in B flat for viofin, 
viola da aamba and contirux): 


L'Ecoie cfOipltee); Bach (Trio 
Sonata m E «a(. BWV 525: Ton 
Koapman. organ); Corefli 
(Concerto da dvesa No 1 in 
D: Ensemble 415 wider Chiara 
Banchini). Legrenzi (Sonata da 
chtesa. Op ft No 8, La 
Bevtlaqua - Taverner Ptayere 
under Andrew Parrot); 

Albinoni (Concerto si C for 
trumpet, three oboes and 
bassoon The King's Consort 
under Robert King) 

10 News 

13 A Bach Album (cant): Schem 
iMana oeanissei Rteercar 
ConsortFReinckefi (Suite No 4 
for violin, viola da gamba and 
contmuo. L'EcxjIb d'OrphOe): 
Tetefnann (Tno m E flat 1 
Musica Antiqua Kdln under 
Reinhard Goebel): Bach 
(Cantata No 132: Beraflet die 
Wege, bereuei die Bahn: 
Hanover Boys' Choir. 

Leonhaidt Consort under 
Gustav LeonhardL with 
Sebasusi Hermig, soprano. 
Ren6 Jacobs. aBo. Manus van 
Aftena, tenor, and Max van 
Egmond. bass) 

O CoropoMr of the Wejtfr 

Maurice Ravel. Penny Gore 
and Roger Nichols continue 
their tour of the composer’s 
house and dtacuss his 

experiences n the first world 
war. inducting Piano Concerto 
in G (Marguerite Lond: 
Orchestra under Pedro de 
Fratas-Branco). Piano Trio « 

A minor (Jascha Heiletz. wotaL 
Gregor Pangorsty. ce8a and 
Artur Riixnsten. piano) 

10 Midweek Choke, presented 
by Susan Sharpe A selection 
of listeners' requests 
celebrating Cnrstmas ®ound 
thoworkl(r) _ 

I0 Qtsabeth Sfiderstrom: The 
sooano presents a pereond 
Section ol late-night song3 
recorded in cabaret at tins 
years Edvtburgh wemational 
Festival (r) 

Opm News 1.05 JotaJhfm 
Plano Trio perfonns Hayrtri 
(Trio m C, H XV Jl); Dvorak 
(Tno in F mnor. Op 65) (r) 

0 Record Review M 

0 Elgar said the Gramopborw 
Malcolm Ruthven rfitroouces a 


recording cat the 
Venations made In 1326 by the 
Gramophone Company using 
the new electrical process 

430 Choral Evensong. Uve from 
Canterbury Cathedral 
5.00 The English Concert under 
Trevor Pinnock performs 
Telemann (Concerto in D); 
Vivaldi (Concerto in B minor for 
four viouns, RVSSOj; Bach 
(Suite No 3 m D, BWV 1068) 

M 

RSO Breaking the Ice: A 
Celebration d Icetencfic 
Culture. Gunnar 
Gudbjomseon, tenor. Philip 
Jenkins, piaio. perform a 
recital ol songs by 20th- 
cenfury Icelandic composers 
630 Mozart Divertimenlo in B flaL 
K240 performed by Berlin 
Phfflrajrnonic Wind Playera 
6.45 The Russian VloBn School: 
Nathan M II eta in. In the ttwd of 
seven programmes. Michael 
Halt considers MUslBln's 
playing- With music from 
Beethcven. Tchaikov^y, 
Giasunov, Ffrokofiev. Bach and 
Brahms (Sonata m D minor) 
730 Messiaen: Vingti regards sur 
Tenlant Jtisus. The 
composer's widow Yvonne 



&2S Irrferval Reading 
935 The Gothic Ima^wton: The 
Monster. In his test tek. Philip 
Dodd finds out wtel 
constitutes a monster and why 
tfiay fascinate us. 
rglere nee lo Frankenstein, or 


USX 

935 Haydn Before and ARar 
Paris Haydn symphonies 
from the btaimfiig and end of 
the 1780s. Symphony No 78 nr 
C minor (Hanover Band under 
Roy Goodman): Symphony No 
89 m F (La PfcWB nanJe under 
S«i9«ald Kuijkeni- 
1035 Book. Muate and Lyrics- As 

Tha^ffids Cheer — irvmg 

Berlin. Robert Cushman 
praearts s personal view of 
musicak(r) 

1130 Bach Violin SpaMM 1 Ruth 
Weaerman. vrolln, and Moray 

rat piano, perform Sonata No 
ife'KSor.BWipM- 
Sonata No 4 in C mncx, BWV 
1017; Sorada NO 3 in E. BWV 
1016 12.30-l2-35am News 
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RADIO 4 


(s) Stereo on FM 
535am Shipping Forecast 
630 News Briefing, ind 6.03 
Weather 6.10 Faming Today 
635 Prayer lor the Day. with 
Mary Muiphy 630 Today, ind 
630. 730. 730. 630, 630 
News 6^5 Business News 
635, 7J5S Weather 735, 835 
Spots News 7.45 ThouoW lor 


the Day. with Elaine 
EL43 The House at Pooh 
Comer: Piglel and the 
Heffaiump, read by Alan 
Bennett (i) ft58 Weaker 
930 News 

B35 Midweek, with Libby Pwves 
and birthday guest Christopher 
Cazenove (s) 

1030-1030 TWs Happy Breed (FM 
only): Jennifer Holden meets 
fee monks at Ptuscarden 
Abbey In Scotland (si 

1030 Daily Service (LW only) 

10.15 Paradise Lost CLW only): 

John MiKon's poem (36/41) 

1030 women’s Hour Ltoby 
Spurrier meets people who 
choose to five done. Ind 
1130 News 

1130 Gardeners' Question Time 
Members of the Garetang and 
District- Gardening Club In 
Lancashire pul their questions 
to tha experts. With Clay Jones 

in the chair W. 

1230 You end Yours, with John 
Howard 

1235pm The Comedians, by 
Grahan Greene. Third of an 


Starring Michael Kitchen as 
Brown (318) (s) 1235 Weather 
130 ThO Worid at One 
130 the Archers (s) (0 135 
Shipping Forecast 
230 Fox at tha Manger Wendy 
ttte narrates an unusual 


by P.L Travers (sj (rf 
237 Treasure Islands, with 
Michael Rosen (r) 

330 Bte on 4 (i) . , , , 

The Parts; AJun Lewis locks as 
the shopping basket 
430 News 435 Ksleidoseope: 
Ouentin Cooper reviews the 
latest Christmas film releases, 
including Brian de Palma’s film 
Raising Cafe and Kdvm 
Costner's 77» Bodyguard (si 
4.45 Short Story ^ 

Babies, by I 


Third ol live bitter-sweet tales 
for Christmas. Raacfby 
Douglas Hodge (r) 

530 PM 530 Shipping Forecast 
535 Weather 
630 Six O'Clock News 
630 Ftytng the Flag: The 

Pretenders. Dinsdale Laiden 
stars in Alex Shearer's 
comedy-drama (7/B) (s) (r) 
730 News 735 The Archers (s) 
730 Costing the Earth: Rufus - 
Bellamy searches for an eco- . 
friendly Christmas tree (s) (0 
7A5 Medicine Now, with Geoff 
Watts M - 

8.15 Age to Age turns the dock 
back lo 1892 end sets off for 
an everting at the theatre (r) 

8.45Totetoy — At War and 

Peace: Cfndng to the Brandi 
• CHOICE: Domestic 
problems grow as Tolstoy 
begms work on Ama 
Karenina, even finding 

Inspiration lor a whole chapter 
from the embroidery on his 
dressing gown siaeve. As 
publication begins, he notes: 
'It's incredfcte how many 
people are reading it — ■ only 
Pushkin and Gogol have ever 
been read Bka this. " 
Depressive bouts continue but 
his spirits are lilted by a visit lo 
Tchaikovsky and one from 
Tiroenev which he celebrates 

by dancing the Can-Can and 
soendng an evening shocrffeg. 
But he carnal help seefea 
himself as “a querulous old 
men" efingmg to the branch of 
fife (s) 

9.15 KolmoBcope (s) (r) 

9.45 The Ftasnctte World 

TonfgM. wMi Roger White (s] 
939 Weather 

1030 The Worid Tonfgfrl, with 
Robin Lustig (s) 
1045ABoofctf Bodtfffl 
from Siberia, by Leon Ti 
Andrew Safes reads the fourth 

five parts (g) 

1130 The Friend In the Corner 
1962 The BBC was 40 years 
old and satefihe television and 
stereo had arrived 
1130 SOS: Matthew Pams tafes to 
nui» Frances Moore about 
her work in the Middle East (r) 
1230*1Z43om Nows, m id 1237 
Weather 1233 Shaping 12.43 
As Wprid Service (LW only) 


FREQUENCIES: Rarfio 1: i053kH^a85m;1088kHzS7Sm; FM-97.6-90.ft 
Rado 2 FM-88303. Radio 35 FM-903-92.4. RacHo 4: 19ffl<H2/l515m; FM- 
^3546 SSs eSsMzfifasmi goskHzasom. lbc.- iombbirk fm 

P?C&tSl&4ffd^94m: FM453. GLR: USSkHzCOBm: FMS4B; Worid 
Service: MW S4BkHz/463m. Classic FM: FM-100-102 


SATELLITE 


SKY ONE 


6J0am The DJ Kffl Show (B2875781) 8A0 
Cfl^dn Gavaman (3008894) 835 Pteyahoul 
(4014236) 9.10 Carocna (7855014) 930 
Pyramid Gama (52149) 1000 Sato It Rich 
(63830) 1030 The BoU and the Basinful 
(22410) 11.00 The Yeung and fee Reates 
(96014) 1230 Falcon Creel (35472) 130pm 
E Street (92830) 130 Anofeor Wold 
(3292878) 230 Sarto Barters (12040743J 
249 Maude (380385) 3.15 New Leave ti to 
Beaver (310326) 349 Ol Kal Show 
(2062878) (LOO Star Trek: The Next Ganara- 
OOn (7912) 63Q Rescue (2323) 630 E Street 
(36751 730 Aif (1101) 730 Famfy Tbs 
(9059) 840 BIBS (7149) 030 W.I O.U 
(84149) 930 Melrose Place (32491) 1030 
Studs (30439) 1130 Srer Trek: The Next 
Generation (19507) 1230 Skytaxt 

SKY NEWS 


Twenty-fam Ixxx news senitoe 

SKY MOVIES 4- 


6.00am Showcase (7836720) 

1 0.00 Coal ISnerti Daughter ( I960): Stesy 
Sgacek stars as Loretta Lyre (53407491) 
1235pm A Thousand Heroes (1991): 
Afitne pM Chertton Hagan haa to mate an 

Heart (1090). 

Cant Eastwrood as a Bm dtnetor who vrente 
lo shoot an elephant (96694) 

430 Mbrfsr Jofuann (19911: Drama about 
a black man 9i 1923 Africa (31680472) 

930 Mr Deattny (1990): Michael Caine 
gives James Bdusn fee chance to &va 
anofeor 110 189241410) 

7.40 E hter tafe ment TonfgM rTSTIGB) 

830 Young Chins U (1990) Emteo Esmvez 

reams «s BOy the Wd (81875) 

1030 Pmsumed Innocent (1980): Hamaon 
Ford is suspected of tapin g and mudanng 
Greta Scaachl (55907675) 

12.10am Zendetoe (i960) Nicolas Cage 
and Judge Renhokf com**? Mr fee 
aflecuons ol Erika Andareon (105095) 

230 Wisdom (19671: Emso Estew and 
Dart Moore raid banks to help American 
tam"ierg.{14637) 

430 Opportunity Knocks (1990): Comedy 
t> which Dana Catvey poses as a house- 
eaer (64569). Ends * 630 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 


THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

730m StafriwaK The Legend of Orta 
(1984): Aran-rated fertasy (15781) 

830 The FfeMIng Kentuckian (1949): 
John Wayne helps French settlers (73217) 
113Q The Captive Heart (1946, b to). 
Drama about Brtfch PCMta (B1B59) 

130pm Oh Rosalinda! (1955): A playboy 
ptay3 a practical Joke (77033) 

330 American Rabbit: Cartoon about a 
patriotic Dumy (96085) 

530 Dick Tracy (1990): Wbrw Beany te 
fee comic-snip crime-flgfiter (27965) 

730 OKvai*a Staxy (1978): Sequel ro Long 
SHxysmiiQ Ryan O'Neal (90043) 

930 Ptekr»Hclc Back to toe Future 3 
(1990)- Michael J Fax goes back to fee OU 
West; or Men al WOT* (1990): Chariio Sheen 
and Emrfto Esfflvqz find a body (88588) 
1130 The Lonely Passion of Judhh 
Hanuiu (1967): Spinster Maggn Smith 
meets Bob Hodans (95236) 

130am Phantasm U (1988): Surreal homy 
about a plot 13 tun lunans *no nndga 
ersaturas (744568) 

235 Far North (1988): Jeasfca Lange stare 
in a Mnreeota farmng drama (489K837) 
530 Tha Skin Great (1932. fctfw): Hrfchcock 
drama about two (amifies lauding mar land 
rights (16095). Bids at 730 

SKY SPORTS 


830am Stretch (10762) 730 Super Trax 
(63568) 8L00 Miecto Mtfet (04217) 930 
Stretch (63878) 830 The Foottfeters' Foot- 
ball Show (04439) 1130 Stretch (14439) 
1239 Amencan Spons Cavalcade (90052) 
130pm Dune (22507) 330 Superstore 
(182S) 430 Game of OOons (977B2) 530 
watareports (7304) 630 WWF WreSllno 
(94236) 730 Darts (S3B6S) B30 Hod Une 
(45897) 1030 The CM> Show (44743) 1030 
Jack Hfeh 01255) 1130 Suportaura 
(27859) 1230am Darts (61095) 230- 
330am The Club Shew (77144) 

EUROSPORT 


530pm The Sound of Music (1965): 

lAsfcal starring Jufrj Andrews (757472) 
830 Inside Daisy Clever (iB65)- Fictional 
blopc starring Ntfste Wood (3S85G052) 
10.15 VHIaki (1971). FOcherd Bulan as. an 
East Endgsngaer (483965). Ends al 1135 


830sm Step Aerobfes (08323) 830 Indoor 
YflChWiH (29078) 930' BOBattte (13675) 
1030 Step Aerobics (47B3CQ 1130 
Eurogoate [56052) 1230 Sking (03120) 
1.00pm Gtarnas ol Bfions (13S88) 230 
Terris (39236) 430 Games erf Batons 
(82839) 530 Sklnp 12472) 630 Advertise 
Rekl (89304) 730 nalsn Tounng Car (34761) 
BOO Eurofun (91 49) &30 News (8656) «30 
Ctir Racfeg Havoc OOPffi) 1030 Boxing 
(17236) 1130-1230 News (25094) 

SCREENSPORT 


730am Euotrfcs (31743) 730 Saftng 
(50878) 830 Baskatbail (39697) 1030 Thai 
Kick Bor (49782) 1130 Euobfcs (37192) 
1130 NFL C2S930) 130pm Pro Box (B7743) 


FM Smoo and UW. 430*m Bruno Brookes 

laf null n. i ni| |i »i mi )i ii on 

Simon Msyo AM Simon Bans 1230pm 
Newsfseat 1 2A5 Lyim Parsons 830 Sieve Wright n fee Altemoon B30 Mam Gocxtafs Mega 
Hts 630 New 'Sfi 730 Mark Gtxxto's Evwmg Session 930 Tha Winans Famly In Concert 
1030 Nxfcy Campbell Goes no fee Mphi 1230430am Bob Hams (FM only) 

FM Stereo. 430am Alex Lester Tha Earty 
Snow a. 16 Pause tar Thought 630 Brian 
Hayes: Good Morning UKI 9.15 Pause (or 


John bum 730 Christmas Music from Verm Josti Carreras, Ptaodo Domrngo and Dtene 

episode ol 


Boss 930 The Omen ol Romance: Lesley Joseph stare m fee final 
Sherldfflft comedy 930 The French Had a Song 1 


RADIO 5 


Stephan 

lor R (r) 1030 Martin Ketnar 1230430am 

John Terra# wfth kftght Ride 

News and span on fee hour until 730pm. 
630am World SemU: Worid tows; S39 
News Abort EWata; 6.15 The World Today 
630 Danny Bator's Monting Edteon 930 Andy Crane Takas Five 1035 Wlggty PSric 1030 
Johme Wtilrert CounWown to Christinas 1230pm The Prisoner o( Zanda: Anfeony Hope's 
romartic adventure (Bnai pan) 130 News Updata 1.10 1, £ 3. 4, 5 136 BFBS Wbrldwkfe 230 
A Gams Of Tea HatoB wife Cam Keating and Merit Kermoda 430 Fhe Asida 630 The 
Nrtcrackwand fee Mrxsaktog: ETA Hoftnam’S story (3(4) 7,15 AGhost lor Cfcnsfcnae The 
bwestigaUn, by Dawd Betirfn 730 Gay Unsker's FdotbaS Mghl 10:10 HR fee North, Ind 
1130 Spar 1230-12.1 Oam tows; Sport 

Mi limes to GMT. 430am Business Repori 
4L40 Toni 9h0 w&erner 435 Piograrnnss In 
German 63Q Europe Today 530 Mteafeer 630 
News 8.14 Travel 6.16 The World Today 630 Programmes n French 639 Waafeer 730 
Newsdssk 730 Devslopmere 92 830 News 839 WortSe d Fallh 8.15 RAplacB a Disc S30 
Jazz Score Chrstmae Specie) 930 tows 935 Bushesa Ftepol 9.15 Country Style 930 
Poems by Post ms Spots Roundup 1030 Ormrfxai 1030 Jazz tor the Aafeng 1130 
towsdesk 1130 BBC Ertf&h 1135 Mma^magazln 1136 Busness Update MWday Nawa 
1239pm Words erf Fatfe IftlB Naw Ideas 1235 Whatever Happened To." IMS Sports 
B>tadu3 130 Nawa ZOS Outlook 230 Off (he Staff- Rater ton Z45 A Month in fee Cbuitoy 
330 News MS On Screen 330 tt'sa Fumy 0>d Worid 430 tows 4.15 BBC Engfiah 430 
Progrtartnes to German 530 tows arto ftstaea Repcri 534 TraM 5.10 BBC Eitojeh B3Q 


WORLD SERVICE 


Prtwamfflw m Ranch 030 towsdask 030 Programmea in German 630 tows 839 The 
World Today 836 Words ot Fatth 630 ftiopa Tonght 930 tomftour 1030 News 10-15 
Spons totamattonal 1046 Sports Homip 1130 tows 1135 Bustows Report 11.15 From 
0»0vmCntefo0ndarit1l3OMrtt«rad\2llktaltedNawsdeBk1230Biiitl'saFurinyOn 
Worid 130 News 13SOuttooh 130 Waroguide 130 Book Choice 146 The FMnjng Worid 
230 Newsdesk 230 Sports Inrarw i onal 330 News 3.15 Bereatona Qinetnras Beat 330 
Ass^yimenl 430 NferS 4.15 Tha Fwnng WorKj 

eooara Nick Batoy 930 Henry KeOy 1230 
Suamah Smors 230pm Carlo Culy. writ 
fee TnnSy Boys’ Choir, a St John's. Hammar- 
sfflth 230 Paaop Titaawny 630 Oa83to Reporta wih Margaret Howod 730 Book Browse 
nsfe John fess&tf B30 Ctafeic FM Concert 1030 Adnan Low 1 30am Robert Booth 


Classic FM 


330 On Ratang (4323) 430 water SN Tort 
(3830) 430 Men's VbfcyOafl (99033) 530 
OK Road Racing (0694) 030 Drag Racing 
(8897) 6130 Thai Kick Bor (125B8) 730 
Worid Cito String (37033) 830 Sports 
Special (4830) 830 NBA Bastetbal (26782) 
1130-130am Austratan Open Gol (26120) 

LIFESTYLE 

1030am Tha Spiral Zone (27052) 1030 
Rush Lmbeugh Show (45473) 1130 Gloss 
(99120) 1130 Joan Avere (2553905) 
12.16pm Sa8y Jessy Raphael (8847B78) 
1.10 UrehbcK (64386101) 130 Sb9-o- 
Vskjn (0824588) 2.10 Dre/ra Playing Ort 
Song (33828781 330 The tow Newlywed 
Game (87615) 430 Dick ton Dyta Show 
(8526)430 Jackpa (74 1C? 5.00 Concentra- 
tion (1597) 530 Sefra-Vistan (8782) 630 
Safe Jessy Raphael (07948) 730 Seta- 
Vision (241238) 1030 Muse Videos 
(0499120) 230330am Top Flue (03182) 

UK GOLD 

&00am Rainbow (10445217) 0.15 Chorfton 


end fee Wheetes (10433472) 630 Jem 
(2180083 730 TTre Araneted Ftosh Gordon 
(2549033) 730 NBighbOrtS (2568168) 830 
Sons and Daughters (2474675) 830 East- 
Endors (2473940) 930 The BO (2497526) 
930 One By One (8159491) 1030 A tory 
Paaiar Practice (3787033) 1130 Tarry and 
June (1335979 1230 Sons end Dau ghters 
(247778 2) 1230pm Neighboura (B7B7878) 
130 EastEndaa (25483D4) 130 The Bll 
(1642520) 230 Father, Dew Fether 
(2397471) 230 Just Good Friends 
(3743897) 330 Dates (0674061) 430 The 
Artmetea Flash Gordon (3734(491 430 
Degrasd Jrtrfw rtgh (3723033) 530 Neigh- 
bours (4397651) 530 Dr WHO (3714385) 
630 One by One (1842728) 730 Father. 
Dear Father (4292007) 730 Terry and June 
(07247821 830 Easffindera (8997615) 830 
Just Good Friends (3747912) 930 A Very 
Peculiar Practice (9289*72) 1000 The Bll 
(2478491}1030Tha Young Ones (2494439) 
1130 Tha Goodtac (2274205) 1130 Fitav 
The Human Angie (T954. tVw) srarntg Gary 
Mania and Jan Sterling (6585743) 130- 
230am Wdm Bfee: new reisssas (288S02) 



A pre-lunch guest to really stimulate 
your appetite.... 


NoiSy Prat is l'aperitif de&mtif! 

Before lunch, before dinner- fee delicious, dry, 
rounded, taste of Noilly Prat cleanses fee palate and 
stimulates fee appetite like no other apenti£ 

Fine wines matured in oak for 3 years in the sun- 
drenched South of France, enriched with a secret blend 
of more than 40 herbs, produce fee unique taste. 
Experience Noilly Prat today- amply chilled or wife ice. 
And remember when you order, the name does rhyme 
with cal 

FRENCH, DRY AND MISUNDERSTOOD. 
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British tennis dealt further blow 

Brighton event’s 
loss of sponsor 
deepens gloom 

By Andrew Loncmore, tennis correspondent 


BRITISH tennis was dealt 
another blow yesterday when 
Midland Bank pulled out of 
its sponsorship of the women's 
indoor tournament in Brigh- 
ton after five years. The move, 
which was made for “policy” 
reasons, came as a surprise to 
the Lawn Tennis Association 
and to George Hendon, the 
tournament director, and 
adds to the growing concern 
over the future, not just of the 
$375,000 event in October, 
but of the financial structure of 
the British tennis calendar. 

“It’s a big blow, there is no 
doubt about that” John 
Feaver, the LTA tournament 
director, said yesterday. “Big- 
time tennis is becoming very 
expensive and Midland have 
decided they want to shift the 
emphasis of their sponsorship, 
but the tournament is making 
money now and that gives us 
hope for finding a 
replacement" 

This year, sponsors have 
already withdrawn from back- 
ing the pre-Wimbledon wom- 
en's championships at 
Eastbourne and Birming- 
ham, while the Diet Pepsi 
men’s indoor tournament was 
sold to Antwerp after incur- 
ring heavy losses. Should 
Brighton not find a backer, 
there could be no mtematkm- 


al-dass tennis in Britain for 1 1 
months of the year. 

"It's got to be worrying," 
Feaver said. “If things don't 
pick up in the new year, it will 
become veiy tricky indeed. We 
have lost quite a tow events in 
the last five years and the 
calendar is already looking a 
little thin.” While Volkswagen 
have replaced POkmgton 
Glass as sponsors of the cham- 
pionships in Eastbourne in 
the week before Wimbledon, 
no sponsor has been found for 
the former Dow Classic at 
Edgbaston in June. 

Midland's decision to with- 
draw cam e just three months 



Graft six-time winner 


CONCISE CROSSWORD NO 2978 



ACROSS 


1 Islamic ruler (51 

4 Academic (7) 

5 US St Paul state (9) 

9 Greeted (3) 

10 Coast inlet (3) 

1 1 Elizabeth l favourite (9) 

12 Leather strap (5) 

13 Available (2,3) 

16 Stadium gate (9) 

1 8 Pea case (3) 

20 Ship’s record (3) 

21 Deceitful (9) 

22 Takeover from (7) 

23 The Creation composer 
( 5 ) 

SOLUTIONS TO NO 2977 


DOWN 

1 Good prospect (5) 

2 Not recently (4,3) 

3 Weak movement (6.7) 

4 Impassive (6) 

5 Worldly paradise (6.2.5) 

6 Extent (5) 

7 Rodent snare (3,4) 

12 Gossiper(7) 

14 Bush shaping (7) 

15 Centre (6) 

17 Kingly (5) 

19 Murdered (3.2) 


ACROSS: I Specie 5 Damage 8 Brew 9 Popinjay 
10 Physic 12 Soft 15 Peace and quiet 16 Stye 17 F 


Meekly 

19Traction 21 Wand 22Stewed 23 Sitter 
DOWN: 2 Parchment 3 Cow 4 Especial 5 Dope 6 Minus- 
cule 7 Goa II Sacred cow 13 Freelance 14 Oddments 
18 Find 20 Rut 21 Wit 

CROSSWORD ENTHUSIASTS: For mail order details of all 
Times Crossword Books and The Times Computer Crossword software 
with help levels, (runs on most PCs), call Akom Ltd on 081 852 4575 
(24 hrs) or CDS on 0302 890000 - STOP PRESS! just released - the 
First Book of The Times Jumbo Concise Crosswords - ring Akom. 
Postage free until Christmas (applies UK only). 




This position is a variation 
from the game Smyslov — 
Kosten. Foreign & Colonial 
Hastings Premier 1988/89. 
Tony Kosten qualified for the 
Premier tournament by win- 
ning fire previous year’s Chal- 
lengers tournament He 
demonstrated his strength by 
winning an eariy game 
against former world cham- 
pion Vassily Smyslov. How 
can black force a quick check- 
mate? British grandmasters 
Nunn and Speetman will be 
among the eight players in 
die top section of this year’s 
Hastings tournament Fur- 


ther details from the British 
Chess Federation on 0424 
442500 (Raymond Keene). 
Solution on page 28. 



fey 

By PHILIP HOWARD 
SQUAREHEAD 

a. An American brigantine 

b. An idiot 

c An honest person 
WALPURGITE 

a. A junior member of a 
coven 

b. Ayeflow crystal 

c The midnight rose 


PENNI 

a. The Finnish penny 

b. An Amerindian tribe and 


c. A vestigial wing in reptiles 
REDUND 

a. To make redundant 
h. The backwash of a wave 
c A red German hound 

Answers on page 28 


after file company bad 
indicated, at the end of the 
1992 championships won by 
Steffi Graf for die sixth tune, it 
would continue sponsorship 
for another year at least 
“I was surprised by the 
announcement,” Hendon 
said. "But we shall just have to 
find someone rise to cany the 
flag. It’s a tournament that is 
certainly going places. There 
is money for sponsorship of 
quality events, but the reces- 
sion is making it veiy 
difficult" 

Midland, which took over 
from Pretty PcfcDy as title 
sponsors five years ago, has 
invested E1.5 miffion in the 
championships, but the good 
news for the LTA, at least is 
that die bank intends to 
continue its involvement with 
grass-roots tennis, supporting 
the national junior champion- 
ships and the schools competi- 
tion. 

"The people who look after 
our sponsorship policy want to 
spend more on commumty- 
based activities, not on high- 
profile international events. It 
is a new direction for us. We 
are not pulling out of tennis 
altogether,” Alan Fumiss. 
manager of sponsorship and 
donations for Midland, said. 

Whatever the reasons for the 
withdrawal. Midland has 
guided the tournament 
through a difficult period 
when interest was sustained 
largely by the presence of 
Graft who has won the title for 
six of the last seven years and 
joined such distinguished 
champions as Martina 
Navratilova, Chris Evert and 
Gabrida Sabatini on the roll 
of honour since Brighton first 
hosted the event in 1978. 

This year's field, which 
included four of the top 10, 
was the strongest for many 
years. “It's a good product." 
Feaver said. “We have a 
guaranteed draw and guaran- 
teed television, so I would be 
confident of finding a new 
sponsor. But there is not that 
much time.” 

Even if the tournament did 
not get backing for 1993, file 
LTA would almost certainly 
underwrite it for a year. The 
wider implications for the 
structure of the women’s game 
are equally worrying. Next 
year, 13 events on the Kraft 
tour wfll have prize-money of 
$750,000, but many of the 
smaller tournaments are find- 
ing it difficult to make ends 
meet. 



# 


Eye on the tide: Hairy Foster, of 
Harrow, the favourite, won the 
senior event of the public schools 
rackets championship, the Foster 
Cup, in impressive style yesterday, 


defeating Gareth Rees, of Clifton, in 
straight games. 

Foster, who had scarcely been 
extended throughout the champion- 
ship. served wefl and was too good 


off the back wall for his hardhitting 
opponent. Despite a brief rally in 
the thml game, die p o werfu l Rees 
was always underpressure from an 
opponent whose natural talent and 


fine strokeplay more than compen- 
sated for occasional lapses of 
fo otwork. ~ 

Results page 30 


Scarborough hope for 
live television windfall 


Kharin cleared to 
play for Chelsea 


IF ARSENAL were cursing 
yesterday's postponement of 
tonight's Coca-Cola Cup fifth- 
round tie at Scarborough, 
then the underdogs from die 
third division were ready to 
celebrate. 

The decision to call off the 
owing to the deep frost 
has affected Scarbor- 
ough’s S earner Road pitch has 
left Arsenal with the prospect 
of two treacherous cup trips in 
die space of four days. The 
game has now been swindled 
to January 6, immediately 
after Arsenal travel to Yeovfl, 
the most famous panddllers 
of them all, in the FA Cup 
and, though the respite wul 
give die Highbury medical 
staff extra time to dear up a 
crop of niggling injuries, it 
puts their season on a knife- 
edge. 


By Our Sports Staff 

For Scarborough, though, 
the delay could prove richly 
rewarding. The new date 
means the tie may now be 
televised live, since it better 
suits the demands of the 
television companies, and that 
will bring Scarborough an 
approximate £100,000 wind- 
fall if the game, already a sell- 
out, is screened. 

“Under the agreement 
dubs do not receive exta 
money for recorded pro- 
grammes from the ITV com- 
panies, but there is a 
substantial fee for live games,” 
Geoffrey Richmond, file dub 
chairman, said: "Should it be 
on TV live, it would mean this 
particular cloud has a golden 
rarber than silver lining for 
us.” 

Arsenal’s mood is decidedly 
less optimistic. They will need 


.no reminding that it was on 
January 4 this year that Wrex- 
ham humiliated them m last 
season’s FA Cup and their 
first-team coach. Stewart 
Houston, said yesterday: 
“We’ve just got to make sure 
we approach both games with 
the right altitude. The disap- 
pointment is that it has been 
put back another two weeks 
and thrantops a build-up of 
fixtures.” 

While cold weather has 
reduced the scheduled mid- 
week fixture list, file Premier 
League is confident erf promot- 
ing an unscathed Boxing Day 
programme. Ironically, the 
only dub with.any doubts is 
Nottingham Forest, the dub 
waiting to play the winners of 
the Scarborough v Arsenal 
game in the Coca Cola Cup 
quarter-finals. 


CHELSEA’S Russian recruit, 
Dmitri Kharin, could be in 
Premier League action before 
the start of the new year. The 
goalkeeper from die CSKA 
Moscow dob is due to make 
his bow in English football in 
the Ovenden Combination 
game at Oxford tonight, ftdr 
lowing the receipt of his inter- 
national clearance. 

Kharin, first choice for the 
CIS first during the European 
championships last summer, 
has cost Chelsea a fee of 
£200.000. Additional money 
to be paid to his former dub 
will depend on fire number of 
appearances he makes. 

Kh arm’s availability leaves 
the Chelsea manager, lan 


Porterfield, with a tough deci- 
sion to make. Kevin Hitchcock 
who was brought into the side 
when David Beasant was 
dropped in September, has 
conceded only 12 goals in 17 
games during s run that has 
seen Chelsea rise to fifth in the 
table.. 

Hitchcock. 30, signed a new 
twt^year contract soon after 
Beasant was left out after 
making two bad errors in the 
game against Norwich. 

Tranraere’s former Chelsea 
player, the Scottish interna- 
tional Pat Nevin. is fit again 
eight days after a keyhole 
operation for appendicitis and 
is likely to play against 
M iHwall on Boxing Day. 


* 


Christie defends stance oh drags 


UNFORD Christie, the 
Olympic 100 metres champi- 
on, yesterday insisted athletics 
was cleaning up its act as his 
former training partner, Jason 
Livingston, braced himself for 
the decision today on his 
disciplinary hearing over 
dmg4akmg. 

Christie was also critical of 
the Sports Council, citing 
their bad timing of releasing 
news of Livingston's positive 
drugs test when the Olympic 
team was already in Barcelo- 
na. He made his comments as 
the British Athletic Federa- 
tion's drugs advisory group 
was meeting to consider the 
recommendations of the disci- 


plinary committee, which on 
Monday heard Livingston's 
plea that he was innocent of 
any drugs offence. 

If the verdict goes against 
Livingston, 21. he would be 
the highest profile British 
athlete to be harmed for failing 
a test and could be sidelined 
from the sport for four years. 

But Christie daimed athlet- 
ics was wrongly portrayed as 
being rife with drugs prob- 
lems. “Every time there’s a 
problem, it always down to 
trade and field . , It’s only 
because of athletics’ high pro- 
file feat we are always singled 
out but there are a kit of sports 
a lot worse than ours. 


“It’s about time people real- 
ised fills. Why should we 
always be criticised foractuaHy 
doing a good job trying to 
dean up our sport?” 

Christie, the captain of the 
. British team in Barcelona, 
would not be drawn on his 
thoughts about Livingston, his 
fellow sprinter who was sent 
home from Barcelona after a 
pre-Games drugs test was 
•revealed to be positive for the 
anabolic steroid, Meth- 
andianone. “It’s nothing to do 
with me. The verdict is tomor- 
row and I wouldn't want to say 
' anything to prejudice the re- 
sult," he said. 

But Christie added: "All I 


can say is that the problem in 
Barcelona should not have 
been a problem for the Olym- 
pic team. The news shouldn’t 
have come out there. Why did 
it take the Sports Council so 
long to do what they did?” 

Meanwhile, other British 
sprinters were eager for the 
Livingston case to be cleared 
up. Jamie Bautefa. one of the 
teenage quartet who won the 
world junior 4 x 100 metres 
relay tide in Seoul said: “I felt 
ft should have been sorted out 
straight away. I’m surprised 
it’s dragged on so long.” 


Award winners, page 28 


New Ferrari fails test at the first hurdle 


Fknano, Italy: Ferrari’s new 
Formula One car broke down 
before it reached the test trade 
yesterday. An oil cooler an the 
hydraulic suspension circuit 
foiled as soon as the Ferrari 
644-B model was switched on 
and the test session had to be 
cancelled. 

The breakdown deariy frus- 
trated file team's French driv- 
er, Jean Alesu and a group of 
Ferrari followers, who had 
come to see the car put 
through its paces. 

“The problem may haw 
occurred because it was so 
cold.” a Ferrari spokesman, 
Giancario Bactini, said. “We 


have to cany out a number of 
tests now, but hopefully, we 
can get the car on the track 
tomorrow afternoon. Other- 
wise, we will have to put things 
off until after Christmas.” 

Bacrini added that the 
planned presentation of the 
car to the press on Wednesday 
morning would go ahead. The 
car is a modified version of file 
model that Ferrari raced last 
season. 

The Italian team, the most 
glamorous in the sport re- 
corded the last of its 103 
Formula One race victories in 
the Spanish grand prix in 
1990. Since then, however. 


they have struggled to keep 
pace with the British teams, 
McLaren and Williams. 

Their latest model has been 
constructed with the approval 
of the British designer John 
Barnard, who returned to 
Ferrari as bead of research 
and development last July. 
The 644-B has a reshaped 
body and a new suspension 
system. The team have aban- 
doned experiments with a 
flatter-bottomed aerodynamic 
design. It is seen as a stop-gap 
measure while Barnard pre- 
pares its successor, which 
Ferrari hope to have ready by 
July. 


□ Organisers have set aside 
dates tor a French motorcycle 
grand prix next year in the 
nope that the cancelled race 
could be reinstated following 
government compromises on 
its tough anti-tobacco advertis- 
ing laws. 

The International 
Motorcycling Federation 
(FI M)_ believes recent moves, 
including an amendment fay 
the French government allow, 
ing television coverage of for- 
eign races showing tobacco 
advertising, was a promising 
sign that the Magny Corns 
event could yet be 
staged. (Agencies) 


The Times tomorrow presents its 
jumbo Christmas Sports Crossword — 
die animal test of your knowledge of 


the facts and trivia of sport. An array of 
prizes indudes tickets for England's 
World Cup -football matches at Wem- 


bley, the England v Scotland rugby 
omon match at Twickenham and the 
European grand prix at Domngton. 


THE 

SPIRIT OF 
CHRISTMAS 
PRESENT. 



Crisp and dry and even. T.o P epe . 
Spam s finest fino. As much a part of 
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The World’s Finest Sherry 
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